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BOOK      VII. 


L  E  T  T  E  R  I.     to  RESTITUTUS. 

THIS  obftinate  diftemper  which  hangs  upon 
you,  greatly  alarms  me;  and  tho'  I  know 
how  extremely  temperate  you  are,  yet  I  am  afraid 
your  difeafe  Ihould  get  the  better  of  your  mode- 
ration.    Let  me  intreat  you  then  to  refift  it  with  a 
determined  abftemioufnefs:  a  remedy,  be  allured, 
of  all  others  the  mod  laudable,  as  well  as  the  moft 
falutary.     There  is  nothing  impracticable  in  what 
I  recommend:  it  is  a  rule,  at  leaft,  which  I  always 
VOL.  II.  B  enjoin 
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enjoin  my  family  to  obfcrve  with  refpect  to  myfelf. 
I  tell' them,  ihould  I  be  attacked  w'.th  any  ciifor- 
der,  I   hope  I  fnall  dcfire   nothing  of  which   I 
ought  either  to  be  afhamed,  or  have  reafon  to  re- 
pent;   however,  if  my  diftemper  fhould  prevail 
over  my  judgement,  I  forbid  them  to  give  me  any 
thing  but  by  the  confent  of  my  phyficians;  and 
I    aflure    the  people  about  me,  that  I  {hall  re- 
fent  their  compliance  with  me  in  things  improper, 
as  much  as  another  man  would  their  refute1.     I 
had  once  a  nioft  violent  fever ;  when  the  fit  was 
a    little  abated,  and  I  had   been  anointed  %  my 
phyfician  offered  me  fomething  to  drink:  I  de- 
fired  he  would  firft  feel  my  pulfc  ;  and  upon  his 
feeming  to  think  the  paroxyfm  was  not  quite  abated 
I  inftantly  returned  the  cup,  tho'  it  was  juft  at  my 
lips.     Afterwards,  when  I  was  preparing  to  go  into 
the  bath,  twenty  days  from  the  lirfl  attack  'of  my 
illnefs,  perceiving  the  phyficians  whifpering  toge- 
ther, I  enquired  what  they  were  fa)  ing.     They  re- 
plied, they  were  of  opinion  I  might  pofiibly  bathe 
•with  fafety,  neverthekfs  that  they  \vere  not  without 
fome  fufpicion  of  hazard.     What  occafion  then  is 

there, 

*  Unftion  was  much  efteemed  as  a  remedy  in  certain  cafes 
by  the  ancient  phylkians.  Ctlfus,  who  flouriihed,  it  is  iup- 
pofed,  about  PJiny's  time,  exprelViy  recommends  it  in  the  re- 
rniffion  of  acute  dillempers:  ungi  ie nit erque pert raSan 'carpus, 
ttiam  in  acutis  et  recent ibus  mortis  opottet ;  in  remijjjone  tument 
&c>  Cell!  med.  ed.  Almeloveer,  p.  88. 
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there,  I  afked,  of  bathing  at  all?  And  thus,  with  great 
complacency,  I  gave  up  a  pleafure  I  was  upon  the 
point  of  enjoying,  and  abftained  from  the  bath  with 
the  fame  fatisfaclion  I  was  preparing  to  enter  it. 
I  mention  this,  not  only  in  order  to  enforce  my 
advice  by  example  j  but  alfo  that  this  letter  may 
be  a  fort  of  tie  upon  me  to  obferve  the  fame  refo- 
jute  abftinence  for  the  future.  Farewel, 

LETTER    II.     70  JUSTUS. 

ARE  you  not  inconfiftent,  when  you  aflure 
me  you  have  no  intermifiion  from  bufi- 
nefs,  and  yet  exprefs  at  the  fame  time  an  earneit 
dcfire  to  fee  my  works ;  upon  which  even  the  idle 
\vill  fcarce  beftow  fome  of  their  ufelefs  hours  ?  I 
will  not  then  break  in  upon  your  occupations 
during  this  fummer  feafon ;  but  when  the  re- 
turn of  winter  mail  make  it  probable  that  your 
evenings,  at  leaft,  may  be  difengaged,  I  will 
look  over  my  trifles  for  fomething  to  amufe  your 
vacant  hours.  In  the  mean  while,  I  mall  be  well 
fatisfied,  if  my  letters  mould  not  prove  trouble- 
fome ;  as  I  fufped  they  are,  and  therefore  fhorten, 
them.  Farewel. 


B  2  J.ET- 
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LETTER    III.     ?o  PR^SENS. 

AR  £  you  determined  then  to  pafs  your  whole 
time  between  a  Lucania  and  b  Campania  ? 
Your  anfwer,  I  fuppofe,  will  be,  that  the  former 
is  your  native  country,  and  the  latter  that  of  your 
wife.     This,  I  admit,   may  juftify    a    long   ab- 
fence,  but  I  cannot  allow  it  as  a  reafon  for  a  per- 
petual one.     But  are  you  refolved  in  good  earneft 
never  to  return  to  Romej  that  theatre  of  honours> 
preferment,  and  amicable  connections  of  every  fort  ? 
Are  you  obstinately  determined  to  live  your  own 
mafter ;  to  deep  as  long  as  you  pkafe,  and  to  rife 
when  you  think  proper  ?  Will  you  never  change 
your  country  garb  for  the  drefs  of  the  town,  but 
Ipend  your  whole  days  unembarraffed  by  our  crowd- 
ed ftreets  ?  It  is  time,  however,  you  mould  re-viftt 
this  our  fcene  of  hurry,  were  it  only  that  your  rural 
pleafures  may  not  grow  languid  by  unkiterrupted 
pofieflion  :  appear  at  the  levees  of  the  great,  that 
you  may  enjoy  the  fame  honour  yourfelfwith  the 
more  fatisfaftion  j.  and  mix  in  our  crowds,  that  you 
may  have  a  keener  reliih  for  the  charms  of  folitude. 
But  am  I  not  imprudently  retarding  the  friend  I 
would  recall  ?  It  is  thefe  very  circumftances,  per- 
haps, 

*  Comprehending  the  Bafilicata,  a  province  in  the  kingdom 
cf  Naples. 
b  Now  called  Campagca  di  Roma.   See  B.  rulet,  4.  not. "». 


Book VII.  OF    PLINY,  5 

haps,  that  induce  you  every  day  more  and  more  to 
feclude  yourfelf  up  in  retirement.  All  however  I 
wiih  to  prevail  with  you  is,  only  to  intermit,  not  to 
renounce  the  charms  of  folitude.  If  I  were  to  in- 
vite you  to  a  feaft",  as  I  would  blend  dilhes  of  a 
poignant  taftc,  with  thofe  of  the  lufcious  kind,  in 
order  to  fharpen  the  edge  of  your  palate  by  the 
one,  which  had  been  flattened  by  the  other  j  fo  I 
now  advife  you  to  enliven  fometimes  the  fmooth 
pleafures  of  life,  witfi  thofe  of  a  more  active  na- 
ture. Farewej. 

LETTER   IV.     fo  PONTIUS. 

YO  U  have  read,  it  feems,  my  poems,  and  are 
defirous  to  know,  how  it  happened  that  a 
man  of  my  gravity  (as  you  are  pleafed  to  call  me, 
tho'  kin  truth,  I  am  only  not  a  trifler)  could  adopt 
this  mode  of  compofition.  To  take  the  account 
then  a  good  way  back,  I  muft  acquaint  you  that  I 
had  always  an  inclination  to  poetry,  infomuch  that 
•when  I  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  I  compofed  a 
Tragedy  in  Greek.  If  you  fhould  afk  me  what 
fort  of  one?  I  proteft  I  don't  know;  all  that  I  re- 
member of  it  i;,  that  it  was  called  a  Tragedy. 
Some  time  afterwards,  in  my  return  from  the  army, 
being  detained  in  the  ifland  of a  Icaria  by  contrary 

B  3  winds, 

9  An  ifland  in  the  Archipelago,  BOW  called  Nicaria. 
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winds,  I  vented  my  fpleen  againft  that   place  in 
fbme  Latin  Elegies.     I  have  fince  made  fome  at- 
tempts in  the  heroic  kind ;  but  thefe  b  Hendecafyl- 
lables  are  the  firfl  I  ever  compofed  in  that  mea- 
fure :  and  the  following  accident  gave  birth  to  them. 
The  treatife  of  Afmius  Callus  was  read  to  me  one 
day  at  Laurentinum,  wherein  he  draws  a  compari- 
fon  between,   his  father  and  Cicero ;  and  cites  an 
epigram  of  Tully's  on  his  favourite  Tiro.     Upon 
retiring  to  take  my  afternoon's  nap  (for  it  was* 
fummer)  and   not  being  able  to  deep,  I  began 
to   reflect  that  the  greatcft  orators  have  been  fond 
of  poetry,  and  valued  thernfeives^upon  it.     I  tried 
therefore  what  I  could  do  in  this  way;  and  tho*  I 
had  long  diiufed  myfdf  to  compositions  of  this  na- 
ture, 1  ftruck  out,  in  a  much  fhorter  time  than  I 
could  bafft  ...  . gincd,  the  following  lines  upon  the 
fubject  \vhich  gave  me  the  firft  hint : 

V,  ben  Gc-.  'Itt    I  read,  vbo  fret  ends  that  bisjtre 

-ijar  more  :bc.n  7  ully  poetical  fire, 
The  wife/I  ofmcti,  1  p^ceivd  held  it  jit 
ft,  temper  bis  w^dcm  vjitb  love  and  with  wii\ 
For  Titllj,  grave  TuJy,  in  amorous Jlrains, 
Of  the  frauds  cf  bis  paramour  Tiro  complains  •> 
That  jaitblefs  to  love,  and  to  pleafure  untrue^ 
Ircrn  bis  ^-(j-nii^d  embrace  the  arcb  wanton  with- 
drew. 

Then 
b  See  p.  217.  note*. 
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I  faid  to  my  heart,  W»y  foouldft  tbou  conceal 
The  j-.v  '.  1  -f  fiffionsjrij  lo~j$  which  you  feel  — 
Tes>  Jly  .va.^on  wufe,  and  proclaim  it  around^ 
Thy  P  l,y  ba  5  lo'fd,  and  bis  Tiro  b  as  found-, 
tfhc        .    j'j  artful,  wbo  fwee'ly  denies, 
Jind  from  ihejoft  flame*  but  to  height  'en  It  ,  flies. 

From  this  I  turned  to  Elegy,  which  f^wed  from  me 
with  the  Time  eafe;  and  being  thus  drawn  in  by 
the  facility  vitli  which  the  Mufes  yielded  to  my  ad- 
dretfes,  I  proceeded  to  encreafe  the  number  of  my 
pro  lucthns  of  this  kind.  At  my  return  to  Rome, 
I  iheved  my  performances  to  fome  of  my  friends, 
who  were  pleakd  to  approve  of  them  After- 
wards, whenever  I  had  leifure,  and  particularly 
when  I  travelled,  I  made  feveral  other  attempts  in 
the  poetical  way.  At  length'!  determined,  after 
the  example  of  many  others,  to  publifh  a  Icparate 
volume  of  thefe  poems  ;  and  I  have  no  reafon  to 
repent  of  my.  refoluriop.  They  are  much  enquired  . 
after,  and  are  in  every  body's  hands  i  they  have  even 
tempred  the  Greeks  to  learn,  our  language,  who 
fing  them  to  their  harps  and  lyres.  But  will  you 
not  imagine  I  begin  to  rave  ?  remember,  however, 
poc:s  have  that  privilege.  The  truth  is,  I  am  not 
giving  you  my  own  judgment,  but  chat  of  others, 
which,  be  it  right  or  wrong,  I  am  much  pleafed 
with  j  and  have  only  to  wifli  that  pofterity  may  be 
of  the  fame  opinion.  Farewel. 

B  4  LET- 
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LETTER   Y.     T^CALPHURNIA*. 

IT  is  incredible  how  impatiently  I  wilh  for  your 
return  j  fuch  is  the  tendernefs  ofmy  affection 
for  you,  and  fo  unaccuftomed  am  I  to  a  fepara- 
tion !  I  lie  awake  the  greateft  part  of  the  night 
in  thinking  of  you,  and  (to  ufe  a  very  common, 
but  very  true  expreOion)  my  feet  carry  me  of  their 
own  accord  to  your  apartment,  at  thofe  hours  I 
ufed  to  vifit  you  j  but  not  finding  you  there,  I 
return  with  as  much  forrow  and  difappointment 
as  an  excluded  lover.  The  only  intermiffion  my 
anxiety  knows,  is  when  I  am  engaged  at  the  bar, 
and  in  the  caufes  ofmy  friends.  Judge  then,  how 
wretched  muft  bis  life  be,  who  finds  no  repofe  but 
in  bufmefs  j  no  confoladon  but  in  a  crQwd.  Fare- 
wel. 


LETTER    VI.     ?o  MACRINUS. 

A  Very  fingular  and  remarkable  circumftance. 
has  happened  in  the  affair  of b  Varenusj  the 
confluence  of  which  is  yet  in  lufpenfe.  The 
Bithynians,  it  \$foid,  (for  I  only  mention  it  as  a  re- 
port)  have  dropped  their  profecution  of  him  j  be- 
ing, it  feems  convinced  at  laft,  that  the  accufation 
was  extremely  ill  founded  A  deputy  from  that 

province 

•  His  wife.  *  See  B.  v.  let.  *x. 
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province  is  arrived,  who  has  brought  with  him  a, 
decree  of  their  afifembly;  copies  of  which  he  has 
delivered  to  Csefar,  and  to  feveral  of  the  principal 
perfons  in  Rome,  as  alfo  to  us  the  advocates  for 
Varenus.  c  Magius,  neverthelefs,  whom  I  men- 
tioned in  my  laft  letter,  perfifts  in  his  charge  ;  to 
fupport  which,  he  is  inceffantly  teazing  the  worthy 
Nigrinus.  This  excellent  perfon  was  coimfel  for 
him  in  his  former  petition  to  the  confuls,  that  Va- 
renus might  be  compelled  to  produce  his  accounts, 
Upon  that  occafion,  as  I  attended  Varenus  merely 
as  a  friend,  I  determined  to  be  filent.  I  thought 
it  highly  imprudent  for  me,  who  was  appointed  his 
counfel  by  the  fenate,  to  attempt  to  defend  him  as  a 
perfon  accufed,  when  it  was  his  bufinefs  to  infift 
that  there  was  actually  no  charge  fubfifting  againft 
him.  Accordingly,  when  Nigrinus  had  finifhed 
his  fpeech,  the  confuls  turning  their  eyes  upon  me, 
I  role  up  and  faid,  when  they  Jhould  bear  wbat  the 
real  deputies  from  the  province  had  to  objeft  againft  tie 
motion  of  Nigrinus,  they  would  be  fenfible  that  my 
filence  was  not  'without  Jufficient  reajcn.  Upon  this 
Nigrinus  afked  me  to  whom  thefe  deputies  were 
fent  ?  I  replied,  That  the  decree  of  the  province  was 
diretted  to  me  among  others.  He  returned,  That  is 
4  point^  tho*  it  may  be  clear  to  jpu^  I  am  net  Jb 


One  p.f  the  Bkbynians  employed  to  manage  the  trial. 
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vseV         r      *  .     To  this  I  rejoined,  tl?  it  may 
not  to  yci'.y    who   are    concerned   to 

fuppcrt  tbs  accujatirt,  it  may  i>3  -perfectly  clear   to 
tne>  ivbo  am  on  *be  ;.;,;; •tfavcwablejide.     Then  Po- 
lyjenus  the  deputy  from  the  province,  acquainted 
the  fenate   with  the  reafons   for   fuperfeding  the 
profecurion,  but  defired  it  might  be  without  pre- 
judice to  Csefar's  determination.     Magiu.s  anfwer- 
cd  him;  Poiyaenus  replied;  as  for  hnruch,  I  only 
now  and  then  threw  in  a  word,  obferving  in  ge- 
neral, a  profound  filence.     For  I  have  learned,  by 
experience,  that  upon   fome  occafions  there  is  as 
much  rhetoric  in  lilence,  as  in  all  the  pomp  cf  rhe 
mod  ftudied  eloquence:  and  1  remember,  in  fome 
criminal  cafes,  to  have  done  even  more  fervice  to 
my  clients  by  a  judicious  taciturnity,  than  1  could 
haveexpe&ed  from  the  moft  2:  crul  fpcech.  To  enter 
into  thefubject  of  eloquence,  is  indeed  very  foreign 
to  i   e  intent  of  my  prefent  letter,  yet  allow  me  to 
give  you  one  inftance  in  proof  of  the  cbfei  vation  I 
juft  mentioned,  A  certain  lady  having  loft  her  fon, 
fufpeded  that  his  freedmen,  whom  he  had  appoint-. 
cd  coheirs  with  her,  were  guihy  of  fcrging  the 
will  and  poifoning  him.     Accordingly,  fhe  charg- 
ed them   with  the  f-fl  hdVre  the  emperor,  who 
directed  Juiianus  Servian -js  to  try  the  caufe.     I 
•was  counfel  for  .  ..  ...;nts,  and  the  cafe  be- 

6  ing 


Book  VII.        OF    PLINY,  u 

ing  exceedingly  remarkable,  and  the  advocates  con- 
cerned on  both  fides  of  high  reputation,  it  drew 
together  a  very  numerous  audience.     The  event 
was,  the  fervants  being  put  to  the  torture,  my  cli- 
ents were  acquitted.     But  the  mother  applied  a 
fecond  time  to  the  emperor,  pretending  fhe  had 
difcovered    fome  new  evidence.      Scrvianus  was 
therefore    directed  to  rehear  the  caufe,  that  fhe 
might    produce  her  frefh  proofs.       Julius  Afri- 
canus  was  counfel  for  the  mother:  a  young  man  of 
good  parts,  but  littl;    experience.     He  is  grand- 
fon  to  the  fan.ous  orator  of  that  name,  of  whom 
it    is    reported,    that   PafHeivis    Cri'pus    hearing 
him  one  day  plead,  archly- laid,  All  this,  I  own, 
is  very  fine  \  but   what  is  it   to  the  purpofe  f  Ju- 
lius Africanus,  I  fay,  having  made  a  long  ha- 
rangue, and  exhaufted  the  portion  of  time  allotted 
to  him,  intreated  Serviamis  to  allow  him  to  add  one 
word  more.     When  he  had  concluded,  and  the 
eyes  of  the,  whole  aficmbly  had  been  fixed  a  confi- 
derable   time  upon  me;    I  would  have  anjlvered 
Africanu^    I    faid,    if  be    had  given  us  that  one 
word  he  begd  leave  to  add,  in  'which  I  doubt  not 
he  would  have  told  us  fome 'thing  we  had  not  heard 
before.    I  do  not  remember  to  have  gained  fo  much 
applaufe  by  any  fpeech  1  ever  made,  as  I  did  in  this 
jnftance  by  making  none.    Thus  the  little  that  I 

faid 
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laid  for  Varenus  was 'received  with  the  fame  gene- 
ral approbation.  The  confuls,  agreeably  to  the 
requeft  of  Polyaenus,  refcrved  the  whole  affair  for 
the  determination  of  the  emperor,  whofe  refolution 
I  impatiently  wait  forj  as  that  will  decide,  whe-* 
ther  I  may  be  entirely  at  my  cafe  with  refpect  to 
Varenus  j  or  muft  again  renew  all  rny  trouble  ancj 
folichude  upon  his  account,,  parewel. 


LETTER   VII.     To  SATURNINUS. 

TH  O'  I  had  very  lately  made  my  acknou^ 
ledgments  to  our  friend  Prifcus,  yet,  fince 
it  was  your  defire,  I  willingly  repeated  them.  It  is 
with  great  pleafure  I  fee  fo  much  harmony  fubfift 
between  two  fuch  worthy  men,  whom  I  ten- 
derly efteem,  and  that  you  conlider  each  other's 
amity  as  a  mutual  obligation.  For  he  profeftes 
alfo  on  his  part  to  receive  much  happinefs  froro 
yours,  and,  with  a  very  generous  contention,  en* 
deavours  to  rival  you  in  that  reciprocal  affection, 
which  time,  I  am  perfuaded,  will  augment. 

I  regret  that  any  bufmefs  fhould  call  you  off  from 
your  ftudies.  However,  as  foon  as  you  fhail  have 
compromifed  (which  you  fay  you  are  upon  the  point 
of  effecting)  cne  of  the  caufes  you  rnention,  and 
brought  the  other  to  a  hearing,  you  will  be  at  lei- 

fure 
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fure  to  enjoy  the  retirement  of  the  country :  and 
when  you  are  fatiated  with  repofe,  we  may  hope 
to  fee  you  in  Rome.  Farewel. 


LETTER   VIII. 


TH  E  frequent  letters  which  I  receive  from 
Saturninus  expreffing  his  fenfe  of  your  fa- 
vours to  him,  afford  me  inexprefiible  fatisfaction. 
May  you  go  on  as  you  began,  and  continue  to 
cherifh  an  affection  for  fo  worthy  a  man,  from  whofe 
friendfhip  you  will  receive  a  moft  fenfible  and  lad- 
ing gratification.  For,  as  he  is  greatly  diftinguifhed 
by  every  other  virtue,  fo,  particularly,  by  his  in* 
variable  attachment  to  his  friends.  Farewel. 


LETTER   IX. 


defire  my  fentiments  concerning  the 
method  of  ftudy  you  fhould  purfue,  in  that 
retirement  to  which  you  have  long  fince  withdrawn. 
In  the  firft  place  then,  I  look  upon  it  as  a  very 
advantageous  practice  (and  it  is  what  many  recom- 
mend) to  tranflate  either  from  Greek  into  Latin, 
or  from  Latin  into  Greek.  By  this  means  you  will 
furnifh  yourfelf  not  only  with  proper  but  brilliant 
exprcflfions}  with  a  variety  of  beautiful  figures;  and, 

ill 
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in  fhort,  acquire  a  nervous  and  powt  rful  ftile.  Be- 
fides,  by  imitating  the  moft  approved  authors, 
you  will  find  your  imagination  infenfibly  catch 
their  flame,  and  kindle  into  a  fimilar  warmth  of 
invention ;  at  the  fame  time  that  thofe  pafiages 
•which  you  may  poOibly  have  overlooked  in  a  com- 
-rnon  way  of  reading,  canno:  efcape  you  in  tranflat- 
ing:  and  this  method  will  alfo  enlarge  your  know- 
ledge, and  improve  your  judgment.  After  you 
have  read  an  eminent  author,  it  may  be  proper, 
in  order  to  make  ycurfelf  more  perfectly  mafter 
of  his  fubject  and  argument,  to  turn,  from  being  his 
reader,  to  be  his  rival,  as  it  were,  and  attempt  fome- 
thing  of  your  own  upon  the  fame  topic;  and  then 
make  an  impartial  comparifon  between  your  per- 
formance and  his,  in  order  to  obferve  in  what  points 
cither  you  or  he  have  moft  happily  fucceeded.  Ic 
will  be  a  matter  of  very  pleafing  congratulation  to 
yourfelf,  if  you  fhould  find  in  fome  articles,  that 
you  have  the  advantage  of  him,  as  it  will  be  a  great 
mortification  if  he  fhould  rife  above  you  in  all. 
You  may  fome  times  venture  in  thefe  little  experi- 
mental eiTays,  to  try  your  ftrength  upon  the  moft 
ihining  paflages  of  a  diftinguifhed  author.  The  at- 
tempt, indeed,  will  be  fomewhat  bold;  but  as  it 
is  a  contention  which  pafles  in  fecret,  it  cannot  be 
taxed  with  prefumption.  Not  but  that  we  have  feen 
iniiances  of  perfons,  who  have  publicly  entered 
this  fort  of  lifts  with  great  fuccefs;  and  while  they 

did 
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did  not  defpair  of  overtaking,  have  glorioufly  ad- 
vanced before  thofe  whom  they  would  have  thought 
it  fufHcient  honour  to  follow.  After  you  have  thus 
finiihed  a  compofition,  you  may  lay  it  afide,  'rill  it 
is  no  longer  frefh  in  your  memory,  and  then  take  it 
up,  in  order  to  revife  and  correct  it.  You  will  find 
ft  veral  things  to  retain,  but  dill  more  to  rej  61  j  you 
will  add  a  new  thought  here,  and  alter  another 
ther-e.  It  is  a  laborious  and  tedious  tafk,  I  own, 
thus  to  re-enflame  the  mind  after  its  firft  ardour  has 
fubfided;  to  recover  an  impulfe  when  its  force  has 
been  checked  andfpentj  in  a  wor.'  '  ;^~\veave 
new  parts  into  the  texture  of  a  cornpoL-  .  with* 
out  difiui oin^  or  confounding  the  original  plan; 
but  the  advantage  attending  this  method  will  over- 

±J  <_/ 

balance  the  difficulty.  I  know  your  prefcnt  atten- 
tion is  principally  directed  towards  the  eloquence 
of  the  bar ;  but  I  would  not  for  that  reafon  advifc 
you  never  to  quit  the  polemic,  if  I  may  fo  call  it, 
and  contentious  ftilc.  As  land  is  improved  by  fow- 
ing  it  with  various  feeds,  fo  is  the  mind  by  exerciftng 
it  with  different  ftudies.  I  would  recommend  it  to 
you,  therefore,  fometimes  to  fingle  out  a  fine  pafTage 
of  hiftory;  and  fometimes  toexercife  yourfelf  in  ti\e 
epidolary  ftiie.  For  it  frequently  happens,  that  in 
pleading,  one  has  occafion  to  introduce  hiftorical, 
and  even  poetical  defcriptions ;  as  by  fludying  the 

epiftulary 
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cpiftolary  manner  of  writing,  you  will  acquire  a 
concife  and  eafy  exprefiion.  It  will  be  extremely 
advantageous  alfo  to  unbend  your  mind  by  poetical 
compofitions :  when  I  fay  fo,  I  do  not  mean  that 
fpecies  of  poetry  which  turns  upon  fubjects  of 
great  length  (fuck  being  fuitable  only  for  perfons  of 
much  leifure)  but  chofe  little  pieces  of  the  fpright- 
ly  kind  of  poefy,  which  ferve  as  proper  reliefs  to, 
and  are  confiftent  with,  employments  of  every  fort. 
They  commonly  go  under  the  title  of  poetical 
amufemenfs  j  but  thefe  amufements  have  fometimes 
gained  as  much  reputation  to  their  authors,  as 
works  of  a  more  ferious  nature ;  and  thus  (for 
while  I  am  exhorting  you  to  poetry,  why  mould  I 
not  turn  poet  myfelf  ?) 

As  yielding  wax  the  Artifis  Jkill  commands, 
Submiffive  Jhafd  beneath  bis  forming  bands ; 
Now  dreadful  Jiands  in  arms  a  Mars  confeft  j 
Or  now  with  Venus'  f offer  air  impreft ; 
A  wanton  Cupid  now  the  mold  belies  j 
Now  Jhines,  feverely  chafte,  a  Pallas  wife : 
As  not  alone  to  quench  the  raging  flame> 
the  Jacred  fountain  pours  her  friendly  fir  earn ; 
But  fweetly  gliding  tbroy  the  fiow'ry  green, 
Spreads  glad  refrejhment  o'er  tbefmiling  Jcene  .* 
Sff9  form'd  by  Jcience,  jhould  the  duRile  mind 
R££eive,  diftinft,  each  various  art  refirfd. 
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In  this  manner  the  greatefl  men,  as  well  as  the  moft 
eminent  orators,  accuftomed  either  to  exercife  or 
amufe  themfelves,  or  rather  indeed  both.  It  is  fur- 
prifing  how  much  the  mind  is  entertained  and  re- 
frefhed  by  thefe  little  poetical  compositions,  as  they 
turn  upon  fubjects  of  gallantry,  fatire,  tendernefs, 
manners,  and  every  thing,  in  fhort,  that  concerns 
life  and  the  affairs  of  the  world.  Befides,  the  fame 
advantage  attends  the  exercifing  our  minds  in 
this  inferiour  ipecies  of  poefy,  as  in  every  other  fort; 
we  turn  From  them  to  the  eafier  compofition  of 
profe  with  fo  much  the  more  pleafure,  after  hav- 
ing experienced  the  difficulty  of  being  conftrained 
and  fettered  by  numbers. 

And  now,  perhaps,  I  have  enlarged  upon  the 
queflion  you  propofed  to  me  more  than  you  de- 
fired  j  neverthelefs,  there  is  flill  one  article  which 
I  have  omitted :  I  have  not  told  you  what  kind  of 
authors  you  fhould  read ;  tho'  indeed  that  was  fuf- 
ficiently  implied  when  I  mentioned  the  fubjeds  I 
Would  recommend  for  your  compofitions.  You  will 
remember,  that  the  moil  approved  writers  of  each 
fort  are  to  be  carefully  felected :  for,  as  it  has  been 
well  obferved,  <c  though  we  mould  read  much,  we 
cc  Ihould  not  read  many a  books."  Who  thofe  au- 
thors are,  is  fo  clearly  fettled/and  fo  generally  known, 

that 

a  Thvis  the  noble  and   polite  raoraliff,  fpeaking  of  the  in- 
fluence  which  our  reading   has    upon  our  tafte  and  manners, 
thinks  it  improper  "  to  call  a  man  well-read,  who  reads  man/ 
VOL.  II.  C  "  author?; 
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that  I  need  not  particularly  name  them ;  befides,  I 
have  already  extended  this  letter  to  fuch  an  im- 
moderate length,  that  I  fear  I  have  too  long  in- 
terrupted thofe  ftudies,  the  method  of  which  I 
have  been  pointing  out  to  you.  I  -will  here  refign 
you  therefore  to  your  tablets,  either  to  refume  the 
ftudies  in  which  you  were  before  engaged,  or  to 
enter  upon  fome  of  thofe  I  have  recommended. 
Farewel. 

"  authors;  fir.ce  he  muft  of  necefilty  have  more  ill  models 
"  than  good :  and  be  more  fluffed  with  bombaft,  ill  fancy, 
"  and  wry  thought,  than  filled  with  folid  fenfe  and  juft  ima- 
"  gination."  [Charaft.  v.  i.  142.]  When  the  Goths  over- 
ran Greece,  the  libraries  efcaped  their  deflruftion  by  a  no- 
tion which  fome  of  their  leaders  induftrioufly  propagated 
among  them,  that  it  would  be  more  for  their  intereft  to  leave 
thofe  fpoils  untouched  to  their  enemies ;  as  being  proper  to 
enervate  their  mine.-,  and  amufe  them  with  vain  and  idle 
fpeculations.  Truth  perhaps  has  been  lefs  a  gainer  by  this 
multiplicity  of  books,  than  error;  and  it  may  be  a  queftion, 
whether  the  excellent  models  which  have  been  delivered 
down  to  us  from  antiquity,  together  with  thofe  few  which 
modern  times  have  produced,  by  any  means  balance  the 
immoderate  weight  which  muft  be  thrown  into  the  oppofite 
fcale  of  writers.  The  truth  is,  tho*  we  may  be  learned  by 
other  men's  reflections,  wife  ve  can  only  be  by  our  own: 
and  the  maxim  here  recommended  by  Pliny,  would  well 
deferve  the  attention  of  the  ftudious,  though  no  other  incon- 
venience attended  the  reading  of  many  books,  than  that 
which  Sir  William  Temple  apprehends  from  it;  the  lef- 
fening  the  force  and  growth  of  a  man's  own  genius.  For 
it  may  be  juftly  doubted,  with  that  ingenious  author, 
"  whether  the  weight  and  number  of  fo  many  other  men's 
"  thoughts  and  notions,  may  not  fupprefs  his  own,  or  hin- 
"  der  the  motion  or  agitation  of  them,  from  which  all  in- 
"  vention  arifes;  as  heaping  on  wood,  or  too  many  flicks, 
"  or  tco  clofe  together,  fupprefies,  and  fometimes  quite  ex- 
"  tinguifhes  a  little  fpark,  that  would  otherwife  have  grown 
<«  up  to  a  noble  flame.''  [Eflay  on  learning,  v.  i.  158.  fol.  ed.J 

LET- 
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L  E  T  T  E  R.   X.     So  MACRINUS* 

AS  I  always  defire  to  know  the  end  of  an  in- 
terefting  ftory  when  it  broke  off  before  the 
conclufion  j  fo,  T  imagine,  you  will  be  glad  to  be 
informed  of  the  remaining  part  of  the  caufe  which 
I  mentioned  to  you,  a  between  the  Bithynlans  and 
Varenus.  It  was  pleaded  before  the  emperor 
by  Polysenus  on  one  fide,  and  Magiiis  on  the 
other.  When  Casfar  had  heard  both  parties,  Nei- 
ther party,  faid  he,  Jhall  have  reafon  to  complain  of 
delay  j  for  I  Witt  take  care  to  inform  myfelf  of  the 
real  fentiments  of  the  province.  In  the  meari  while, 
Varenus  has  gained  a  very  confiderable  point  j  for 
can  any  circumftance  make  the  juftnefs  of  his  ac- 
cufation  appear  more  doubtful,  than  that  it  is  a 
queftion  whether  he  is  accufed  at  all  ?  We  have 
only  to  wifh,  that  the  province  may  not  again  ap- 
prove of  the  meafure  which,  it  is  faid,  irie  now 
condemns,  and  repent  of  her  former  repentance, 
Farewel. 

•  See  Let.  VI.  p.  8.  of  this  B- 


C  a  LET- 
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LETTER    XI.     70FABATUS*. 

*\7  O  U  are  furprized,  I  find,  that  my  fhare  of 
five-twelfths  of  the  eftate  which  lately  fell 
to  me,  and  which  I  had  directed  to  be  fold  to  the 
bed  bidder,  fhould  have  been  difpofed  of  by  my 
freed-man  Hermes  to  Corellia  (without  putting  it 
up  to  auction)  at  the  rate  of  feven  hundred  thou- 
fand  b  fefterces  for  the  whole.  You  think  it  might 
have  produced  nine  hunded  thoufand  e ;  and  are 
fo  much  the  more  defirous  to  know,  whether  I 
am  inclined  to  ratify  what  he  has  done.  1  am;  and 
for  fuch  reafons,  I  hope,  as  not  only  you  will  ap- 
prove, but  which  will  alfo  excufe  me  to  my  joint- 
coheirs  for  having,  upon  a  motive  of  fuperior  ob- 
ligation, feparated  my  intereft  from  theirs.  I  have 
the  higheft  efteem  for  Corellia,  both  as  the  fitter  of 
Rufus,  whofe  memory  will  ever  be  facred  to  me, 
and  as  fhe  was  an  intimate  friend  of  my  mother. 
Befides,  that  excellent  man  Minutius  Tufcus,  her 
hufband,  has  every  claim  to  my  affection  that  a  long 
friendfhip  can  give  him  j  as  there  was  like  wife  fo 
ftrict  an  intimacy  between  her  fon  and  me,  that  I 

fixed 

*  His  wife's  grandfather. 

¥  About  5,600!.  of  our  money. 

•  About  7,200 1.  of  our  money. 
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fixed  upon  him  to  prefide  at  the  games  which  I 
exhibited  when  I  was  elected  Prastor.     This  lady, 
when  I  was  laft  in  the  country,  expreiTed  a  ftrong 
inclination  to  purchafe  fome  fpot  upon  our  lake  of 
Comum  j  I  therefore  made  her  an  offer,  at  her  own 
price,  of  any  quantity  of  rny  land  there,  except 
what  came  to  me  from  my  father  and  mother :  for 
I   could  not  confent  to  fell  any  part  of  my  patri- 
monial eftate,   even  to  Corellia.     When  the  in- 
heritance in  queftion  fell  to   me,  I  wrote  to  ac- 
quaint her  it  was  to  be  fold.     This  letter  I  fent  by 
Hermes,    who,  upon  her  requefting  him  imme- 
diately to  affign  to  her  my  proportion,  contented. 
You  fee,  therefore,  how  ftrongly  my  honour  is  en- 
gaged to  confirm  an  aft  which  my  freed- man  did, 
in  purfuance  of  what  he  knew  to  be  my  inclina- 
tions. I  have  only  to  entreat  my  fellow- coheirs  not 
to  be  offended  that  I  have  made  a  feparate  fale  of 
what  I  had  certainly  a  right  to  difpole  of.     They 
are  under  no  neceffity  of  being  governed  by  my 
example,  fmce  they  have  not  the  fame  connections 
with  Corellia  j  and  are  at  full  liberty  therefore  to 
be  guided  by  intereft,  which  in  my  own  cafe  I  chofe 
to  facrifice  to  friendiliip.     Farewel, 


C  3  LET. 
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LETTER   XII.     70MiNUTius. 

I  Have  delayed  fo  much  the  longer  fending  you 
the  petition  which  I  have  drawn  up  for  the  ufe 
of  your,  or  rather  I  fhould  fay  cur  friend,  (for 
what  is  there  we  do  not  poffcfs  in  common  ?)  that 
you  might  not  have  time  to  correct  it,  that  is,  to 
render  all  the  pains  I  have  taken,  ineffectual.  After 
all,  whether  you  may  or  may  not  find  time  for  that 
purpofe,  I  know  not;  but  of  this  I  am  fure,  you 
will  mott  certainly  fpoil  it,  if,  agreeably  to  the  very 
delicate  tafte  of  your  very  refined  critics,  you  fhould 
throw  out  its  mod  mining  parts.  I  fhall  for- 
give you,  however,  if  you  fhould,  and  fhall 
upon  fome  future  occafion,  fuccefsfully  make  ufe 
of  what  your  faftidious  nicenefs  rejects  j  as  in 
fome  future  compofition  I  doubt  not  to  receive 
much  applaufe  for  thofe  different  expreflions 
which  I  have  interlined.  I  fufpected  you  would 
call  every  thing  unnatural  and  bombaft  which  is 
raifed  above  the  flyle  of  ordinary  language}  I 
thought  proper  therefore  for  your  eafe,  to  vary 
the  phrafe,  and  take  it  fomewhat  lower,  or  ra- 
ther indeed,  to  debafe  itj  tho' you,  I  know  (for 
I  muft  continue  to  rally  your  nice  tafte)  will 
efteem  it  an  improvement.  Thus  far,  in  order  to 
make  you  fmile  in  the  midft  of  your  ferious  oc- 
cupations, I  have  indulged  a  jocofe  humour ;  but 

without 
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without  doubt,  I  am  wond'rous  ferious  when  I 
add,  that  I  expect  to  be  reimburfed  my  charges  in 
fending  a  courier  exprefs  with  this  petition.  Now 
are  you  not  difpofed  to  condemn  it,  not  only  in 
fome  of  it's  parts,  but  in  the  whole,  and  infift,  that 
you  ought  not  pay  for  a  thing  which  is  abfolutely 
of  no  value  ?  Farewel. 


LETTER   XIII. 

IFind  by  your  letter,  that  you  do,  and  do 
not  fludy.  This  will  appear  a  little  enigma- 
tical till  I  explain  it :  you  exprefsly  fay,  indeed, 
that  you  have  bidden  adieu  to  ftudy  j  but  fuch  a 
vein  of  elegance  runs  through  your  whole  letter, 
that  it  is  impoffible  it  mould  have  been  compofed 
•without  much  thought;  unlefs  you  are  privileged 
beyond  the  reft  of  mankind,  and  can  exprefs  fuch 
admirable  fentiments  in  fo  polimed  a  ftyle,  care- 
lefsly  and  with  a  flowing  pen.  Farewel. 

/ 
LETTER   XIV.     ft  CORELLIA. 

"fT"  O  U    are  truly  generous  to   defire  and  in- 

•*•     fift,  that  I  take  for  my  mare  of  the   eftate 

you  purchafed  of  me,  not  after  the  rate  of  feven 

hundred  thoufand  fefterces  a  for  the  whole,  as  rny 

C  4  freed- 

8  See  letter  the  i  ith  of  this  book. 
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freed-man  fold  it  to  you  ;  but  in  the  proportion  of 
nine  hundred  thoufand,  agreeable  to  what  you  gave 
to  the  farmerr  of  the  b  twentieths  for  their  part. 
But  I  muft  defire  and  infift  in  my  turn,  that 
you  confider  not  only  what  is  fuitable  to  ycur 
character,  but  what  is  worthy  of  mine ;  and  that 
you  fuffer  me  to  oppofe  your  inclination  in 
this  fingle  inftance,  with  the  fame  warmth  that  I 
obey  it  in  alj  others.  Farewel. 


LETTER    XV.     To  SATURNINUS. 

"\F  O  U  afk  me  bow  I  Jpend  my  time  ?  You 
•"•  know  how  much  of  it  is  difpofed  in  the 
bufmefs  of  my  poft ;  what  remains  I  devote  to 
the  fervice  of  my  friends,  and  fometimes  to  my 
books  :  and  altho'  I  will  not  venture  to  affirm  it 
•would  be  better,  I  am  fure  it  would  be  happier,  if 
I  could  fay  that  the  latter,  not  only  Jbmetimes,  but 
conftantly  engages  me.  I  mould  be  concerned  to 
hear,  that  your  occupations  are  of  the  fort  leaft 
agreeable  to  your  inclinations,  if  I  did  not  know 

that 

k  Aaguftus  impofed  a  tax  of  the  zoth  part  of  all  legacies 
and  inheritances,  which  he  appropriated  to  the  fupport  of  the 
army.    This  was  deemed  a  heavy  impofition,  and  accordingly 
it  was  eafed  in  feveral  points  by  fucceeding   emperors,  parti 
cularly   by  Trajan,  as  appears  from  our  author's  noble  pan* 
gyric  upon  him  [Seft   37,  &c.]  but  it  was  no;  wholly  ab 
lilhed  till  the  time  of  Antoninus  Pius. 
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that  to  be  aftive  in  the  affairs  of  one's  native  cor- 
poration, and  in  fettling  controverfies  among  one's 
friends  there,  are  employments  of  the  moft  lauda- 
ble kind. 

I  was  well  perfuaded  the  company  of  our  friend 
Prifcus  would  be  extremely  agreeable  to  you,  fen- 
fible  as  I  am  of  the  amiable  fimplicity  and  po- 
litenefs  of  his  manners  j  but  I  had  yet  to  learn 
(what  I  had  the  pleafure  to  be  informed  by  your 
letter)  that  he  is  alfo  the  moft  grateful  of  men,  by 
fo  kindly  remembering  the  little  fervices  I  have 
done  him.  Farewel. 

LETTER   XVI.     *o  FABATUS. 

CALESTRIUS  TIRO,  to  whom  I  am  united  by 
every  public  and  private  connection,  is  in  the 
number  of  my  moft  intimate  friends.  We  ferved  to- 
gether in  the  army,  and  were  both  of  us a  Quseftors 
at  the  fame  time  to  Csefar.  He  got  the  ftart  of  me 
indeed,  in  the  Tribunate,  by  the  privilege  which 
fhe  law  gives  to  thofe  who  have  b  children; 

but 

*  An  office  refembling  that  of  our  fecretary  of  ftate. 

b  A  law  at  firft  propofed  by  Auguftus,  but  which  afterwards 
with  feveral  alterations  paffed  in  the  confulfhip  of  Papius  and 
Poppeas,  A.  U.  762  ;  in  which,  amongft  other  things,  it  was 
enafted,  "  That  all  magiftrates  fhould  take  precedence  ac- 
"  cording  to  the  number  of  their  children;  that  in  elections 
"  thofe  candidates  fhould  be  preferred  who  had  the  moil 
"  numerous  offspring :  and  that  any  perfon  might  Itand 
"  fooner  than  ordinary  for  an  office,  if  he  had  as  many  chil- 
"  dren  as  he  wanted  years  to  be  legally  capable  of  fuch  a 
ff  dignity."  Vid.  Lipfii  Excurf,  ad.  Tacit,  An.  1.3. 
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but  I  overtook  him  in  the  Prsetorfhip  by  the  in- 
dulgence of  the  emperor,  who  difpenfed  with  my 
wanting  a  year  of  the  legal  age  for  that  office.  I  fre- 
quently retire  with  him  to  his  country  villas,  and  he 
often  takes  the  benefit  of  change  of  air  at  mine.  He 
is  lately  appointed  proconful  of  Boetica,  and  pro- 
pofes  to  pafs  thro' c  Ticinum,  in  his  way  to  that 
province.  I  hope,  and  indeed  am  well  afiured,  I 
can  eafily  prevail  with  him  to  turn  out  of  his  road 
to  your  houfe,  if  you  fhould  have  an  inclination  to 
make  any  of  thofe  flaves  free  before  a  magiftrate, 
to  whom  you  have  already  given  their  liberty  d  in 
the  prefence  of  your  friends.  You  need  be  under 
no  apprehenfion  that  he  will  look  upon  this  as  a 
trouble,  as  I  am  fure  he  would  willingly  travel 
round  the  world  for  my  fake.  I  beg  you  therefore 
to  lay  afide  all  fcruple,  and  only  confider  what 
will  be  moft  agreeable  to  yourfelf;  for,  be  afiured, 
he  will  take  as  much  pleafure  in  executing  my 
requefts,  as  I  do  in  obeying  yours.  Farewel. 

c  Pavia  in  the  dutchy  of  Milan. 

*  This  laft  method  pnly  difcharged  them  from  fervitude, 
but  did  not  entitle  them  to  the  privileges  of  complete  free- 
dom. 


LET- 
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LETTER   XVII. 

EVERY  author  has  his  particular  reafons  for  re- 
citing his  works ;  mine,  I  have  often   faid, 
is  in  order,  if  any  error  fhould  have  efcaped  my  own 
.obfervation,  (as  no  doubt  is  probable)  to  have  it 
pointed  out  to  me.     I  cannot  therefore  but  be  fur- 
prized  to  find -(what  your  letter  affures  me),  that 
there    are  fome  who  blame  me  for  reciting  my 
ipeeches ;    unlefs,    perhaps,  they  are  of  opinion, 
that  this  is  the  fingle  fpecies  of  compofition  which 
ought  to  be  privileged  from  correction.     If  fo,  I 
would  willingly  afk  them  why  they  allow  (if  per- 
chance they  vouchfafe  to  allow)  that  Hiftory  may 
be  recited,  fince  it  is  a  work  which  ought  to  be 
.devoted  to  truth,  not  oftentation  ?  or  why  Tragedy, 
as  it  is  compofed  for  action  and  the  ftage,  not 
for  being  read  to  a  private  audience  ?  or  Lyric  Poe- 
fry,  as  it  js  not  a  reader,  but  a  chorus  of  voices  and 
jnftruments  that  it  requires  ?  They  will  reply,  per- 
haps, that  in  the  inftances  mentioned,  cuftom  has 
made  the  practice  in  queftion  ufuai :  I  mould  be 
glad  to  know  then,  if  they  think  the  perfon  who 
firft  introduced  this  practice  is  to  be  condemned  ? 
Befides,  the  rehearfal  of  orations  is  no  unprece- 
dented thing  either  with  us  or  the  Grecians.     Still, 
perhaps,  they  will  infift,  that  it  can  anfwer  no 
purpofe  to  recite  a  Ipeech  which  has  previoufly 

feeen 
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been  delivered  in  public.     There  would  be  fome 
force  in  this  objection,  if  one  were  immediately  to 
repeat  the  very  fame  performance,  and  to  the  very 
fame  audience;  but  if  you  make  feveral  additions 
and  alterations;  if  your  audience  is  compofed  partly 
of  the  fame,  and  partly  of  different  perfons,  and 
the  recital  is  at  fome  diftarice  of  time;   why  is 
there  lefs  propriety  in  rehearfing  your  fpeech  than 
in  publifhing  it?  "  But  it  is  difficult,"  fay  the  ob- 
jectors, "  to  give  fatisfacTion  to  an  audience  by 
€t  the  mere  reading  of  a  fpeech:"  that  is  a  reafon 
which  concerns  the  particular  (kill  and  pains  of 
the  perfon  who  rehearfes,  but  by  no  means  holds 
againft  recitation  in  general.     In  fact,  it  is  not 
while  I  am  reading,  but  when  I  am  read,  that  I 
aim   at  approbation;  and  upon  this  principle  it  is, 
that  I   omit' no  fort  of  method  which  may  render 
my  performances  more  correct.     Accordingly,  I 
again  and  again  revife  my  compofitions  in  private; 
afterwards    read   them   to  two  or  three  friends; 
and  then  give  them  to  a  few  others  to  make  their 
remarks.     If  I  have  ftill  any  doubt  concerning 
thejuftnefs  of  their  obfervations,  I  carefully  recon- 
fider  them  with  another  friend  or  two;  and  then 
finally  recite  them  to  a  more  numerous  arTembly. 
This  is  the  time,  believe  me,  when  I  find  myfelf 
beft  qualified  to  exercife  all  the  feverity  of  cri- 
ticifnij  for   my  attention  rifes  in  proportion  to 

my 
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my  folicitude;  as  nothing  renders  the  judgement 
fo  acute  to  difcern  errors  as  that  modeft  refpect  and 
reverence  one  feels  for  one's  audience  upon  thofe 
occafions.  For  tell  me,  whether  you  would  not 
be  infinitely  lefs  affected  if  you  were  to  fpeak 
before  a  fingle  perfon  only,  tho'  ever  fo  learned, 
than  before  a  numerous  affembly,  even  tho'  it 
were  compofed  of  none  but  illiterate  people  ? 
When  you  rife  up  to  plead,  are  you  not  at  that 
juncture,  above  all  others,  mod  diffident  of  your 
powers  ?  and  do  you  not  wifh,  I  will  not  fay  fome 
particular  parts  only,  but  tfrat  the  whole  frame  of 
your  intended  fpeech  were  altered?  efpecially  if 
the  circle  mould  be  large  in  which  you  are  to 
fpeak  j  for,  there  is  fomething  in  a  crowded  au- 
dience, even  of  the  moft  vulgar  kind,  that  ftrikes 
one  with  awe.  And  if  you  fufpect  at  the  firft 
opening  of  your  fpeech  that  you  are  -not  well 
received,  do  you  not  find  all  the  energy  of  your 
mind  weakened,  and  the  whole  ftrength  of  your 
abilities  fink  under  you?  The  reafon  I  imagine 
to  be,  that  there  is  I  know  not  what  dignity  in 
the  collective  fentiments  of  a  multitude;  and 
tho'  feparately  their  judgement  is,  perhaps,  of  little 
weight,  yet  when  united  it  becomes  refpectable. 
Agreeably  to  this  notion,  Pomponius  Secundus,  the 
famous  tragic  poet,  whenever  his  friends  and  he  dif- 
fered about  the  retaining  or  rejecting  any  pafTage  in 
x  his 
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his  dramatic  writings,  ufed  to  fay  /  appeal a  to  ths 
people  j  and  accordingly  by  their  filence  or  applaufe, 
adopted  either  his  own  or  his  friends'  fentiments  : 
fuch  was  the  regard  he  paid  to  the  populace !  " 
Whether  with  juftice  or  not,  does  not  concern  me 
to  determine,  as  I  never  recite  my  works  publicly, 
but  only  before  a  feled  number  of  friends,  whofe 
prefence  I  refped,  and  whofe  judgement  I  value ; 

in 

*  There  is  a  kind  of  witticifm  in  this  expreflion,  which  will 
be  loft  to  the  mere  Englifh  reader,  unlefs  he  be  informed  that 
the  Romans  had  a  privilege,  confirmed  to  them  by  feveral 
laws  which  pafled  in  the  earlier  ages  of  the  republic,  of  ap- 
pealing from  the  deciiions  of  the  magiftrates,  to  the  general 
aflembiy  of  the  people:  and  the  form  of  appeal  was  in  the 
fame  words  which  Pomponius  here  applies  to  a  different  pur- 
pofe. 

b  However  unfafe  in  general,  an  appeal  to  the  vulgar  no- 
tions may  be,  there  are  yet  fome  cafes  in  which  their  fenti- 
ments have  ever  been  received  by  the  judicious,  as  dccifive. 
The  merit  of  performances  in  the  peiiuafivc,  or  imitative 
arts,  fo  far  as  the  mere  railing  or  reprefenting  the  paffions 
are  concerned,  will  belt  be  tried  by  the  effeft  they  produce 
on  plain  and  untutored  minds:  for  (as  Tully  obferves) 
"  that  artift  who  has  nature  for  .his  objedt,  mult  certainly 
«f  fall  fhort  of  the  truth  of  his  art,  where  nature  is  not 
"  moved  *."  The  cuftom  which  prevailed  among  the  Ro- 
mans of  reciting  their  works  of  genius  in  the  porticos  and 
places  of  public  refort,  took  its  rife  probably  from  the 
fame  notion  of  a  general  and  innate  tafte  being  implanted 
in  all  mankind  of  what  is  jult  and  natural  in  the  moving 
arts.  It  was  upon  this  principle  Hkewife  that  the  great 
matters  in  painting  and  ftatuary  in  ancient  Greece,  exhibited 
their  performances  to  public  view,  and  corrected  them  by 
the  popular  feelings.  There  is  a  remarkable  ftoryofAn. 
nibal  Carrachi,  which  (hews  he  appealed  to  the  fame  ftand- 
ard.  He  obferved  that  a  famous  pi&ure  of  Domeni- 
chino's,  reprefenting  the  flagellation  of  St.  Andrew,  made  a 
very  ftrong  impreflion  upon  an  eld  woman>  who,  at  the  fame 

time 
-*  De  orat.  lib.  i. 
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in  a  word,  whofe  opinions  I  obferve  as  if  they  were 
fo  many  individuals  I  had  feparately  confuked ;  at 
the  fame  time  that  I  fland  in  as  much  awe  before 
them  as  I  mould  before  the  moft  numerous  aflem- 
bly.  What  Cicero  fays  of  the  pen,  will,  in  my 
opinion,  hold  equally  true  of  that  dread  we  have 
of  the  public  :  "  It  is  the  moft  rigid  critic  imagin- 
"  able  V  The  very  fear  of  reciting ;  of  enter- 
ing an  affembly  j  and  the  reverential  concern  when 
one  appears  there  j  each  of  thefe  circumftances 
being  imprefied  upon  the  compofer's  mind,  tend 
to  improve  and  perfect  his  performance.  Upon 
the  whole  therefore,  I  cannot  repent  of  a  practice 
which  I  have  experienced  to  be  fo  exceedingly 
beneficial ;  and  far  from  being  difcouraged  by  the 
trifling  objections  of  thefe  cenfors,  I  requeft  you 
to  point  out  to  me,  if  there  be  any  other  method 
of  correction,  that  I  may  alfo  adopt  it  j  for  no- 
thing can  fufficiently  fatisfy  my  anxiety  to  render 
my  compofitions  perfect.  I  reflect  what  an  ar- 
duous 

time  feemed  little  affefted  with  another  pifture  of  a  martyr- 
dom done  by  Guido,  which  was  placed  near  it.  A  debate 
afterwards  happening  about  the  refpeclive  merit  of  thefe  two 
performances,  Carrachi  decided  the  difpute  by  only  relating 
this  fail  *.  Thus,  as  the  poet  obferves, 

•        'The  people's  'voice  is  odd. 
It  if,  and  it  is  not,  the  voice  of  God.  POPS. 

a  Stilus  eft  cptimus   &  pr<iftantijfimus  dicendi  ejfeftor  atgue 
magifter.    l3e  Orat.  1.  33. 

*  The  well-known   appeal  of  Moliere   to  his  old  houfe-keeper,  cannot 
kut  occur  to  the  reader  as  a  remarkable  inftance  of  the  fame  kind. 
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duous  adventure  it  is  to  refign  any  work  into  the 
hands  of  the  public  ;  and  I  cannot  but  be  per- 
fuaded,  that  frequent  revifals  and  many  confulta- 
tions,  muft  go  to  the  finiming  of  a  performance, 
which  one  defires  mould  univerfally,  and  for  ever 
pleafe.  Farewel. 


LETTER    XVIII.     *o  CANINIUS. 

"VfOU  afk  my  advice  in  what  manner  you  mall 
fettle  the  fum  of  money,  which  you  have 
prefented  to  our  fellow-citizens  of  Comum  for  an 
annual  feftival,  fo  as  to  fecure  the  juft  application  of 
it  after  your  death.  Your  queftion  proceeds  from 
a  truly  generous  principle  j  but  the  anfwer  is  not 
very  eafy.  If  you  pay  down  the  money  to  the 
community  ;  there  is  great  danger  that  it  will 
be  fquandered  away.  If  you  fettle  lands  for  that 
purpofe  ;  they  will  probably  be  ill  cultivated,  as 
thole  of  the  public  ufually  are.  Upon  the  whole 
then,  I  can  think  of  no  method  more  eligible  than 
•what  I  purfued  myfelf  in  a  parallel  inftance.  In- 
tending to  give  *  five  hundred  thoufand  fefterces 
for  the  -maintenance  of  children  who  were  born  of 
good  families,  I  made  a  fictitious  fale  to  the  public 
agent,  of  an  eftate  in  land  which  was  worth  con- 
fiderably  more,  who  reconveyed  it  back  to  me, 

charged 

*  About  4.000  1.  of  our  money. 
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charged  with  a  yearly  rent  of D  30,000  fefterces. 
By  thefe  means  the  principal  was  fecured  to  the 
community,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  interest  was 
certain,  and  the  eftate  itfelf  (as  it  was  of  much 
greater  value  than  the  rent  charged  upon  it)  was 
always  fure  of  finding  a  tenant.  I  am  well 
aware,  indeed,  that  by  this  method  I  have  actually 
given  more  than  I  appear  to  have  done,  as  the  va- 
lue of  the  whole  eftate  will  be  much  leflfened  by 
the  incumbrance  with  which  it  is  charged.  But 
the  intereil  of  the  public  ought  always  to  fupercede 
every  private  confideration,  as  what  is  eternal  is  to 
be  preferred  to  what  is  mortal  j  and  a  man  of  true 
generofity  will  ftudy  in  what  manner  to  render  his 
benefaction  moft  advantageous,  rather  than  how  he 
may  beftow  it  with  leaft  expence.  FareweL 

LETTER   XIX.     ?o  PRISCUS. 

I  AM  deeply  afflicted  by  the  ill  date  of  health  of 
my  friend  Fannia,  which  fhe  contracted  during 
her  attendance  on  Junia,  one  of  the  Veilal  virgins. 

She 

b  About  240!.  of  our  money.  It  fhould  feem  by  this 
paffage,  that  the  rate  of  intereil  of  money  upon  mortgage 
among  the  Romans  in  Pliny's  time,  or  rathe*  at  the  cime 
when  he  wrote  this  letter  (for  no  doubt  it  varied  with  pub- 
lic circumftances)  was  at  6  per  Cent,  as  in  the  common  way 
of  loan,  upon  perfonal  fecurity.  It  appears  from  .he  fixt  ie- 
cond  letter  of  the  tenth  book,  to  have  been  fo  high  as  12  fer 
Cent. 

VOL.  II.  D 
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She  engaged  in  this  good  office  at  firft  voluntarily, 
Junia  being  her  relation;  but  was  afterwards 
appointed  to  it  by  an  order  from  the  college  of 
Priefts:  for,  thefe  virgins,  when  any  indifpofidon 
makes  it  neceflary  to  remove  them  from  the  tem- 
ple of  Vefta,  are  always  delivered  into  the  care 
and  cuftody  of  fome  venerable  matron.  It  was  her 
afliduity  in  the  execution  of  this  charge  that  occa- 
fioned  her  prefent  diforder,  which  is  a  continual 
fever,  attended  v/ith  a  cough  that  increafes  daily. 
She  is  extremely  emaciated,  and  every  part  of  her 
frame  feems  in  a  total  decay  except  her  fpirits  j  thofe 
indeed  me  preferves  in  their  full  vigour,  and  with 
a  fortitude  worthy  the  wife  of  Helvidius,  and 
the  daughter  of  Thrafea.  In  every  other  article, 
her  health  is  fo  greatly  impaired,  that  Tarn  more 
than  apprehenfive  upon  her  account ;  1  am  deep- 
ly afflicted.  I  grieve,  my  friend,  that  fo  ex- 
cellent a  woman  is  going  to  be  removed  from 
the  world,  which  will  never,  perhaps,  again  be- 
hold her  equal.  How  eminent  is  her  chaftity, 
her  piety,  her  gravity,  her  courage!  She  twice 
followed  her  hufband  into  exile,  and  once  was 
baniihed  herfelf  upon  his  account.  For,  Senecio, 
when  he  was  arraigned  for  writing  the  life  of  Helvi- 
drus,  having  faid  in  his  defence  that  he  compoicd 
that  work  at  the  requeft  of  Fannia;  Metius  Carus, 
wrdv  a  ftern  and  threatening  ~ir,  afked  her  whe- 
ther 
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ther  it  was  true  ?  She  acknowledged  it  was :  and 
when  he  farther  queftioned  her,  whether  flie  flip- 
plied  him  likewife  with  materials  for  that  purpofe, 
and  whether  her  mother  was  privy  to  this  tranf- 
action  ?  (he  boldly  confefied   the  former,  but  ab- 
folutely  denied  the  latter.     In  fhort,  throughout 
her  whole  examination,  not  a  word  efcaped  her 
which  betrayed  the  leaft  timidity.     On  the  con- 
trary,   flie  had  the  courage    to    preferve  a  copy 
of  thofe  very  books  which  the  fenate,  over-awed 
by  the  tyranny    of  the    times,    had   ordered    to 
be  fuppreffed,  and  the  effe6ts  of  the  author  to  be 
confifcated ;  taking  with  her  as  her  companions, 
thofe  obnoxious  volumes  which  had  been  the  caufe 
of  her  exile.     How  pleafing  is  her  converfation, 
how  polite  her  addrefs,  and  (which  feldom  unites 
in  the  fame  character)  how  venerable  her  whole 
demeanour  !  She  will  hereafter,  I  am  well  per- 
fuaded,   be  pointed  out  as  a  model  to  ail  wives ; 
and  perhaps  be  deemed  worthy  to  be  held  forth 
as   an  example  of  fortitude  even  to  our  fex :  I 
am   fure,  at  leafb,  that  we  who  have  the    plea- 
fure  of  feeing  and  converfing  with  her,  contem- 
plate her  with  the  fame  admiration,   as  thofe  fe- 
male heroines  vvHo  are  celebrated  in  ancient  ftory. 
I  confefs,  I  cannot  but  tremble  for  this  illuftrious 
houfe   as  it   feems    /haken  to  its  very  founda- 
D  2  tion. 
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tion,   and  falling   into    ruin   with    this  excellent 
woman:  for,  though   fhe  will  leave    defcendants 
behind  her,   yet   what   a   height  of  virtue  muft 
they  attain,  what  glorious  actions  muft  they  per- 
form, ere  the  world  will  be  perfuaded  that  fhe  was 
not  the  laft  of  her  family !     It  is  an  aggravating 
oircumftance  of  affliction  to  me,  that  by  her  death, 
I   feem   to  lofe  a  fecond  time  her  mother;  that 
worthy  mother  (and  what  can  I  fay  higher  in  her 
praife)  of  fo  amiable  a  woman  !  who,  as  fhe  was 
reftored  to  me  in  her  daughter,  fo  fhe  will  now 
again  be  taken  from  me,  and  the  lofs  of  Fannia 
will  thus  pierce  my  heart  at  once  with  a  frefh  ftab, 
and  tear  open  a"  former  wound.     I  fo  truly  loved 
and  honoured  them  both,  that  I  know  not  which 
had  the  greateft  fhare  of  my  affection  and  efteem  : 
and  it  was  aqueftion  they  wifhed  might  ever  remain 
undetermined.  In  their  profperity  and  their  adver- 
fity  I  performed  every  good  office  to  them  in  my 
power ;  and  was  their  comforter  in  exile,  as  well  as 
their  avenger  at  their  return.     But  I  have  not  yet 
difcharged  all  the  obligations  1  owe  them  ;  and  am 
fo  much  the  more  folicitous  for  the  recovery  of 
this  lady,  that  I  may  have  time  to  acquit  the  full 
claim  fhe  has  upon  my  kindeft  offices.     Such  is 
the  anxiety  under  which  I  write  this  letter!  But 
if  fome  friendly  power  mould  happily  give  me 

occafiOH 


Book  VII.         OF    PLINY.  37 

occafion  to  exchange  it  for  fentiments  ofjoy,  I  fhall 
not  complain  of  the  alarms  I  now  fuffer.  Farewel. 


LETTER    XX.     To  TACITUS. 

I  Have  perufed  your  book  with  all  the  attention 
I  was  mafter  of,  and  have  marked  the  pafTages 
I  think  fliould  be  altered,  and  thofe  which  I  am  of 
opinion  ought  intirely  to  be  thrown  out.     It  is  as 
habitual  to  me  to  fpeak  truth,  as  it  is  agreeable  to 
you  to  hear  it ;  and  indeed  none  are  more  patient 
of  cenfure,  than  thofe  who  have  the  beft  claim  to 
applaufe.  I  now  expeft,  in  return,  your  obfervations 
upon  that  treatife  of  mine  which  I  lately  fent  you. 
How  agreeable,  how  noble  is  fuch  a  commerce !  and 
how  am  I  pleafed  with  the  thought,  that  pofterity,  if 
it  fhall  at  all  concern  itfeif  with  us,  will  not  ceafe 
to  mention  with   what  harmony,  what  freedom, 
what  fidelity  we  lived  together !  It  will  be  an  in- 
fiance  as  remarkable,  as  it  is  uncommon,  that  two 
perfons  nearly  of  the  fame  age  and  rank,  and  of 
fome  charadler  in  the  republic  of  letters  (for  fmce 
I  join  myfelf  with  you,  I  am  obliged  to  fpeak  of 
your  merit  with  referve)  fhould  thus  mutually  affift 
and  promote  each  other's  ftudies.     When  I  was  a 
very  young  man,  and   you  in  the  prime  of  your 
glory  and  reputation,  I  endeavoured  to  follow  your 

D  3  fleps, 
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fteps,  and  was  defirous  to  be  confidered  as  next  in 
fame  to  you, 

a  Buf  next  with  many  a  length  between ! 

And  tho'  there  were,  at  that  time,  many  celebrated 
geniufes  in  Rome,  yet  you,  of  all  others,  appear- 
ed to  me,  not  only  moft  worthy  to  be  my  model, 
but  from  a  fimilitude  of  our  difpofitions,  moft  eafy 
for  me  to  copy.  It  is  particularly  agreeable  to  me 
therefore  to  find,  that  in  all  companies  where  litera- 
ture is  the  topic  of  converfation,  we  are  always  men- 
tioned together,  and  that  my  name  immediately 
follows  yours.  It  is  true,  there  are  fome  who  prefer 
you  to  me,  as  others,  on  the  contrary,  give  me  the 
advantage;  but  I  am  little  folicitous  in  what  order 
we  are  placed,  fo  that  we  (land  together;  for,  in  my 
eftimation,  whoever  is  next  to  you  muft  neceflarily 
precede  every  one  elfe.  You  even  fee  in b  wills  (un- 

leis 


a  Virg.  JBr\.  Pitt's  Tranfl. 

b  "  It  was  the  peculiar  cultom  of  Rome,  for  the  clients  and 
u  dependents  of  families,  to  bequeath  at  their  death  to  their 
«'  patrons  fome  confiderable  part  of  their  eftates,  as  the  moft 
"  cfteftual  teftimony  cf  their  refpeft  and  gratitude  ;  and  the 
"  more  a  man  received  in  this  way,  the  more  it  redounded  to 
"  his  credit  Thus  Cicero  mentions  it  to  the  honour  of  Lu- 
'«  cullus,  that,  while  he  governed  Alia  as  Proconful,  many 
**  great  eftates  were  left  to  him  by  will.  And  Nepos  tells  us, 
"  in  praife  of  Atticus,  that  he  fucceeded  to  many  inheritances 
*'  of  the  fame  kind,  bequeathed  to  him  on  no  other  account 
w  than  of  his  friendly  and  amiable  temper.  Cicero,  when  he 
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lefs  in  the  cafe  of  particular  friendship  to  either  of 
us)  we  are  always  equally  confidered,  and  that  the 
legacies  bequeathed  to  us  are  generally  the  fame, 
both  in  number  and  value.  Since  therefore,  we 
are  thus  united  by  a  fimilitude  of  iludies,  man- 
ners, reputation,  and  even  by  teftamentary  dona- 
tions, thofe  laft  inftances  of  the  world's  good  opi- 
nion ;  mould  not  thefe  circumftances  tend  to  en- 
flame  us  mutually  with  the  moft  ardent  affection  ? 
Farewel. 

LETTER   XXI.     ?o  CORNUTUS. 

T  Obey,  my  deareft  Collegue,  your  commands 
-"•  to  favour  the  weaknefs  of  my  eyes;  and  ac- 
cordingly I  came  hither  in  a  covered  litter,  in 
which  I  was  as  much  Sheltered  as  if  I  had  been  in 
my  chamber.  I  forbear  too  (with  reluctance  indeed, 
however  I  do  forbear)  both  writing  and  reading ; 
and  it  is  with  my  ears  only  that  I  (ludy.  By  drawing 
the  curtains  of  my  chamber,  I  make  it  gloomy, 
but  not  dark ;  and  when  I  walk  in  my  covered 
portico,  i  (hut  the  lower  range  of  windows,  and  by 
that  means  enjoy  as  much  fhade  as  light.  Thus 
I  endeavour  to  accuftom  myfelf  to  the  light  by 
D  4  degrees. 

*'  was  falfely  reproached  by  Antony,  with  being  negledled  on 
*'  thjeie  occafions,  declared  in  his  reply,  that  he  had  gained 
"  from  this  fingle  aiticle,  about  two  hufcired  thouiand 
"  pounds,"  JViiddleton's  Life  of  Tuliy,  v.  2.  514. 
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degrees.  The  bath  being  of  fervice  in  this  cafe, 
I  allow  myfelf  the  ufe  of  ir ;  as  alfo  of  wine,  becaufe 
it  is  not  judged  prejudicial,  but  I  drink  it  with 
great  moderation.  I  do  fo,  you  know,  at  all  times, 
but  particularly  now  that  1  have a  one  who  narrow- 
ly obferves  me. — I  received  the  pullet,  with  great 
pleafure  as  coming  from  you ;  and  weak  as  my 
eyes  {till  are,  they  are  ftrong  enough,  however,  to 
difcern  it  is  extremely  fat.  Farewel. 

LETTER   XXII.     fo  FALCO. 

O  U  will  not  wonder  I  fo  earneftly  prefied 
you  to  confer  the  Tribunate  upon  my 
friend,  when  you  mall  be  informed  who  and  what 
he  is  j  and  as  you  have  complied  with  my  requeft, 
I  may  now  acquaint  you  with  his  name  and  charac- 
ter. It  is  Cornelius  Minutianus,  who  both  in  rank 
and  merit  is  the  ornament  of* that  province  to  which 
I  owe  my  birth.  His  family  and  fortune  are  noble, 
and  yet  he  cultivates  fcience  with  as  much  appli- 
cation, as  if  the  narrownefs  of  his  circumftances 
rendered  it  neceflary.  He  is  a  moft  upright  judge, 
a  moft  ftrenuous  advocate,  a  moft  faithful  friend. 
You  will  look  upon  the  obligation  as  done  to  your- 
felf,  when  you  mail  have  an  opportunity  of  becom- 


*  Meaning  his  wife,  perhaps,  or  his  phyfician. 
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ing  better  acquainted  with  this  excellent  perfon, 
who  (not  to  fpeak  in  too  lofty  terms  of  fo  modeft 
a  man)  is  equal  to  all  the  honours  and  titles  that 
can  be  conferred  upon  him.  Farewel. 


LETTER  XXITI.     ft  FABATUS*. 

I  Greatly  rejoice  that  you  have  fo  much  recover- 
ed your  ftrength  as  to  be  able  to  take  fo  long 
a  journey  as  to  b  Mediolanum,  in  order  to  meet 
Tiro ,  but,  that  you  may  continue  to  enjoy  that 
happinefs,  let  me  intreat  you  to  fpare  yourfelf  a 
fatigue  fo  improper  for  a  man  of  your  years.  I 
muft  even  infift,  that  you  wait  for  him  at  Co- 
mum,  and  that  you  do  not  ftir  out  of  your  own 
houfe,  nor  even  out  of  your  chamber,  to  re- 
ceive him.  As  I  love  him  with  the  affedtion  of 
a  brother,  it  would  be  unreafonable  he  fhould 
expect  from  the  perfon  whom  I  honour  as  my  pa- 
rent, a  point  of  ceremony  which  he  would  fpare  his 
own.  Farewel. 

a  His  wife's  grandfather. 
*  Milan. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XXIV.     70  GEMINIUS. 

NUmidia  QvadtadDa  is  lately  dead,  having 
lived    aimed  to  her  eightieth  year.      She 
enjoyed,    'till  her  laft  ficknefs,.an  uninterrupted 
ftate  of  health,  with   a  ftrength  and  firmnefs  of 
body  unufual  to  perfons  of  her  fex.     She  has  left 
a  very  prudent  will,  having  difpofed  of  two  thirds 
of  her  eftate  to  her  grand-fon,  and  the  reft  to  her 
grand-daughter.  With  the  young  lady  I  have  little 
acquaintance,  but  the  grand-fon  is  one  of  the  moft 
favourite  and  intimate  friends  I  have.  He  is  a  perfon 
of  fingular  worth;  and  his  merit  entitles  him  to  the 
affeftion  of  a  relation,  even  where  his  blood  does 
not.     Tho*  he  is  extremely  beautiful,  he  efcaped 
every  malicious  imputation  both  whilft  a  boy  and 
when  a  youth:  he  was  a  hufband  at  four  and  twenty, 
and  would  have  been  a  father  if  providence  had 
not  difappointed  his  hopes.  Notwithftanding  he  re- 
fided  in  the  family  with  his  grand-mother,  who  was 
exceedingly  devoted  to  the  pleafures  of  the  town, 
yet  he  obferved  great  feverity  of  conduct  himfelf, 
at    the  fame  time  that  he  behaved  to  her  with 
the  utmoft  refpect.     She  retained  a  fet  of a  Pan- 
tomimes, 

*  Thefe  Pantomimes  were,  as  their  name  imports,  univerfal 
mimics,  whofe  humour  confiftcd  in  imitating  the  peculiar  man- 
ner 
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tomimes-,  and  was  an  encourager  of  this  fort  of 
people,  to  a  degree  inconfiftent  with  a  perfon  of  her 
fex  and  rank.  But  Quadratus  never  appeared  at 
thefe  entertainments,  not  only  when  flie  exhibited 
them  in  the  theatre,  but  even  in  her  own  houfe ; 
nor  indeed  did  flie  require  hhn  to  be  prefent.  I 
once  heard  her  fay,  when  fhe  was  recommending 
the  ftudies  of  her  grand-fon  to  my  infpection,  that  it 
was  her  cuftom,  in  order  to  pafs  away  fome  of  thofe 
unemployed  hours  with  which  female  life  abounds, 
to  amufe  herfelf  with  playing  at b  chefs,  or  feeing 

the 

ner  and  gefture  of  particular  perfons.  They  were  at  firft  in- 
troduced upon  the  ftage,  as  Scaliger  fuppofes,  to  fucceed  the 
chorus  and  comedies,  and  divert  the  audience  with  buffoon  pof- 
tures  and  antic  dances.  In  after  times  thofe  interludes  be- 
came diftinct  entertainments,  and  were  exhibited  apart  from 
other  plays.  But  the  ufe  of  thefe  Pantomimes  was  not  con- 
fined  to  the  itage  ontyj  for  Suetonius  informs  us,  they  were 
introduced  in  funeral  folemnities,  in  order  to  reprefent  the 
manner  of  the  deceafed. 

b  This  game  among  the  Romans  feems  to  have  been 
much  of  the  fame  nature,  though  by  Quadratilla  difmiiling 
her  grand-fon  when  {he  played  at  it,  not  in  the  fame  eftima- 
tion  as  a  female  amufement,  with  modern  chefs.  Their  men, 
which  they  called  Calculi  or  Latrunculi,  were  made  fome- 
times  of  wax,  and  fometimes  of  glafs,  and  were  diftinguiflied 
by  black  and  white  colours.  The  invention  of  it  has  been 
carried  by  fome  fo  high  as  the  fiege  of  Troy,  but  Peter 
Texeiras  in  his  hifiory  of  Perfia  (as  quoted  by  Pitifcus  in  his 
Lex.  Antiq.  Rom.)  imagines  it  to  be  of  Perfian  original,  be- 
caufe,  lays  he,  in  all  countries  where  this  game  is  played, 
the  names  of  the  men  are  either  the  fame  with,  or  plainly  a 
corruption  of  thofe  given  to  them  in  the  Perfian  language. 
Allufions  to  this  game  are  frequent  in  the  claflic  writers; 
but  the  fulleft  description  of  it  is  contained  in  the  following 
lines,  taken  from  the  little  poem  addrefs'd  to  Pifo,  which  is 

to 
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the  mimicry  of  her  pantomimes ;  but  that  whenever 
fhe  engaged  in  either  of  thofe  amufements,  fhe 
conftantly  difmiffed  her  grand-fon  to  his  ftudies : 

a  difmilTion 

to  be  found  at  the  end  of  fome  editions  of  Lucan,  and  is  gene- 
rally afcribed  to  that  author  : 

Ye  fe  forte  Juvaf,  ftudiorum  pondere  fejjiim, 
Ncn  languere  tamen,  lufujque  nwvere  per  art em , 
Callidiore  modo  Tabula  variatur  aperta 
Calculus,  et  <vitre»  peraguntur  milite  bella, 
Ut  ni-veus  nigros,  nunc  et  niger  alliget  altos. 
Sed  tibi  quis  non  terga  dedit  ?  quit  te  duce  ceffit 
Calcutus  ?  aut  quis  non  periturus  perdidit  hofiem  ? 
Milie  mcdis  acies  tua  dimicat :  ills  petentem 
Dumfugil,  ipfe  rapit  :  iongo  --venit  itle  receffit 
S^ui  ftent  in  fpeculis  :  hie  Je  commit tere  rixts 
Audet,  et  in  preedam  venientem  decipit  hojiem  : 
Anapites  fubit  ille  moras,  Jimilifque  ligato 
Qbltgat  ipfe  duos  :  hie  ad  majora  mo-~uetur, 
Ut  citus  et  fra&a  prorxmpat  in  agmina  mandra, 
Claujaque  dtjeffo  populatur  mania  <vallo, 
lnti.reatfectis  quamvis  accerima  furgunt 
Praelia  militibus,  plena  tamen  ipfe  phalange, 
Aut  etiam  pauto  Jpoliata  milite  --vincis, 
Et  tibi  captive  refonat  manus  utrayue  turbte. 

Ad  Pi/on.  Pcemation, 

When,  to  relieve  the  labours  of  thy  mind, 
Thou  turn'ft  from  deep  refearch  in  arts  refin'd, 
Not  in  foft  indolence  you  wafte  the  hour, 
But  happier  genius  flill  exerts  its  pow'r; 
To  mimic  war  the  radiant  troops  are  led, 
And  martial  ranks  the  varied  table  fpread ; 
<There  fable  bands,  and  here  a  fnow-white  train, 
With  doubtful  fate  of  war  the  fight  maintain. 
But  who  with  thee  (hall  dare  difpute  the  field  ? 
Led  by  thy  hand,  what  warrior  knows  to  yield  ? 
Or  if  he  fall,  he  falls  with  glorious  pride, 
His  vanquifh'd  foe  extended  by  his  fide. 
Unnumber'd  ftratagems  thy  forces  try ; 
Now  artful  feign,  and  only  feign,  to  fly, 

Now 
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a  difmiflion  which  proceeded,!  am  inclined  to  think, 
as  much  out  of  a  certain  reverential  awe  fhe  felt  up- 
on thofe  occafions  in  the  prefence  of  the  youth,  as 
from  her  affection  towards  him.  I  was  a  good  deal 
furprized,  as  I  believe  you  will  be,  at  what  he  told 
me  the  laft  time  the  Pontifical  °  games  were  exhi- 
bited. As  we  were  coming  out  of  the  theatre  to- 
gether, where  we  had  been  entertained  with  her 
pantomimes,  Do  you  knowy  faid  he,  this  is  the  fir  ft 
time  1  ever  Jaw  Quadratilla?  s  freedman  dance  ?  Such 
was  the  flriking  declaration  her  grand-fon  made  ! 
while  a  fet  of  men  of  a  far  different  character,  in 
order  to  do  honour  to  Quadratilla  (I  am  afhamed 
to  call  it  honour)  with  the  loweft  and  groffeft  flat- 
tery were  running  up  and  down  the  theatre, 

affecting 

Now  boldly  rufhes  'midft  the  ranks  of  war, 

The  chief  who  view'd  the  flaught'ring  fcene  from  far. 

This,  bravely  daring  in  the  arduous  toil, 

Repels  the  hoft  advancing  to  the  fpoil, 

While  cautious  thai  moves  dreadful  on  and  flow, 

And  fraudful  meditates  the  certain  blow; 

What  tho'  in  guife  a  flave  he  feems  in  chains, 

Two  captives  Hs  in  durance  clofe  detains. 

But  fee,  yon  hero  with  impetuous  hafte, 

Burfts  thro'  the  ranks,  and  lays  the  ramparts  wafte  ! 

While  thus  the  mighty  battle  glows  around, 

And  proilrate  chiefs  beftro-.v  the  well- fought  ground, 

Full  and  unbroken  lo  !  thy  fquadrons  ftand, 

Or  Icarce  one  warrior  loft  of  thy  command ; 

The  captive  crowds  thy  victory  proclaim, 

And  foes  ccnf.fs  thy  undifputed  fame. 

c  The  priefts,  as  well  as  other  magiftrates,  exhibited  public 
games  to  the  people  when  they  entered  upon  their  office.  It 
fhould  feem  by  what  follows,  that  Quadratilla  had  lent  her 
troop  of  Pantomimes  to  honour  the  celebration  of  thcfe  Ponti. 
fical  games. 
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* 
affe  fling  the  utmoft  adrnirad  >n  and  rapture  at  the 

performances  of  thefe  he'r  pantomimes,  and  then 
imitating,  in  mufical  chant,  the  mein  and  manner 
of  their  lady  patronefs.     But  now  all  that  thefe 
theatrical  flatterers  have  obtained  in  return,  is  only 
a  few  trifiing  legacies,  which  they  have  the  morti- 
fication to  receive  from  an  heir,  who  never  but 
once    deigned    to   be     prefent    at    Quadratilla's 
fhews. — I  fend  you  this  account,  as  knowing  you 
are  not  difpleafed  to  hear  the  news  of  the  town, 
and  becaufe,   when   any  occurrence  has  rejoiced 
me,  I  love  to  renew  it  again,  by   communicat- 
ing it  to  my  friends.     And  indeed  the  laudable 
afFedion  which  Quadratilla  has  fhewn  in  her  will 
to  her  two  heirs,  and  the  particular  honour  done 
therein  to  that  excellent  youth  her  grand-fon,  has 
afforded  me  a  very  fenfible  fatisfaction  >  as  I  am 
extremely  glad  too,  that  the  houfe  which   once 
belonged  to  Cafiius,  the  founder  and  chief  of  the 
d  Cafiian  fchool,  is  come  into  the  pofTefiion  of  a 
perfon  not  lefs  refpectable  than  its  former  matter. 
For,  my  worthy  friend  will  fill  it  as  he  ought,  and 
its  ancient  luftre  will  again  revive  under  Quadra- 
tus;  who,  I  am  perfuaded,  will  prove  as  eminent 
an  orator,  as  Caflius  was  a  lawyer.     Farewel. 

4  A  famous  lawyer  who  flourished  in  the  reign  of  the  empe- 
ror Claudius:  thofe  who  followed  his  juridical  opinions,  were 
faid  to  be  Caffiani,  or  of  the  fchool  of  Caffius. 

LET- 
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LETTER    XXV.     To  RUFUS. 

WHAT  numbers  of  learned  men  does  mo- 
defty  conceal,  or  love  of  retirement  with- 
draw, from  public  fame !  and  yet  when  we  are  going 
to  fpeak  or  recite  in  numerous  aflfemblies,  it  is  the 
judgement  only  of  popular  and  oftentatious  talents 
of  which  we  (land  in  awe  ;  whereas  we  have  more 
reafon  to  revere  the  decifions  of  thofe  who  cultivate 
the  fciences  in  contemplative  life,  and  form  their 
opinions  of  works  of  genius  in  privacy  and  filence, 
undiftrafted  by  the  noife  of  clamorous  afiemblies  : 
an  obfervation  which  I  give  you  upon  experience. 
Terentius  Junior  having  patted  thro'  the  military 
offices  fui  cable  to  a  peribn  of  Equeftrian  rank,  and 
executed  with  great  integrity  the  poft  of  receiver- 
general  of  the  revenues  in  a  Narbonenfian  Gaul,  re- 
tired to  his  eftate  -,  preferring  the  enjoyment  of  an 
uninterrupted  tranquillity,  to  thofe  honours  which 
his  fervices  had  merited.  He  invited  me  lately 
to  his  houfe,  where,  looking  upon  him  only  as  a 
worthy  matter  of  a  family,  and  an  induftrious  far- 
mer,'I  ftarted  fuch  rural  topics  of  converfation,  in 
which  I  imagined  he  was  moft  verfed.  But  he  foon 
turned  the  difcourfe,  and  difplaying  a  great  fund 

of 

a  One  of  the  four  principal  divifions  of  ancient  Gaul ;  it  ex- 
tended from  the  Pyrenaean  mountains,  which  feparate  France 
from  Spain,  to  the  Alps,  which  divide  it  from  Italy,  and  com- 
prehended Languedoc,  Provence,  Dauphiny,  and  Savoy. 
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of  knowledge,  entered  upon  fubjefbs  of  literature. 
I  was  aftonifhed  at  the  elegance  with  which  he  ex- 
prefTed  himfelf  both  in  Latin  and  Greek!  for  he  is 
fo  perfectly  well  (killed  in  each,  that  which  ever  he 
fpeaks,  feems  to  be  the  language  wherein  he  par- 
ticularly excels.  How  extenfive  is  his  reading ! 
how  tenacious  his  memory !  You  would  not  ima- 
gine him  the  inhabitant  of  an  ignorant  country 
village,  but  a  citizen  of  the  learned  Athens.  In 
fhort,  his  converfation  has  increafed  my  folicitude 
concerning  my  works,  and  taught  me  to  revere  the 
judgement  of  thefe  ftudious  country  gentlemen,  as 
much  as  that  of  more  known  and  diftinguilhed 
literati.  Let  me  perfuade  you  to  confider  them 
in  the  fame  light  j  for  believe  me,  upon  a  careful 
obfervation,  you  will  often  find  in  the  literary  as 
well  as  military  world,  moft  powerful  abilities 
concealed  under  a  ruftic  garb.  Farewel. 

LETTER    XXVI.     To  MAXIMUS. 

r~W~~*  H  E  lingering  diforder  of  a  friend  of  mine 
JL  gave  me  occafion  lately  to  reflect,  that 
we  are  always  in  the  beft  moral  difpofition  when 
afflicted  with  ficknefs.  Where  is  the  man,  who, 
labouring  under  the  pain  of  any  diftemper,  is 
either  folicited  by  avarice  or  enflamed  with  luft  ? 
At  fuch  a  feafon  he  is  neither  the  flave  of  love, 
nor  the  fool  of  ambitions  he  looks  with  indif- 

ference 
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ference  upon  the  charms  of  wealth,  and  is  ton- 
tented  with  ever  fo  fmall  a  portion  of  it,  as  being 
upon  the  point  of  leaving  even  that  little.  It  is 
then  he  recollects  there  are  Gods,  and  that  he  him- 
felf  is  but  a  a  man  :  no  mortal  is  thsn  the  obje<5t  of 
his  envy,  his  admiration,  or  his  contempt;  and 
having  no  malice  to  gratify,  the  tales  of  ilander 
excite  not  his  attention :  his  dreams  run  only  upon 
the  refreshment  of  b  baths  and  fountains.  Thefe 
are  the  fupreme  objects  of  his  thoughts  and  willies, 
while  he  refolves,  if  he  mould  recover,  to  pafs  the 
remainder  of  his  days  difengaged  from  the  cares 
and  bufmefs  of  the  world  5  that  is*  in  innocence 
and  happinefs.  I  may  therefore  lay  down  to  you 
and  myfelf  a  fhort  rule,  which  the  philofophers 
have  endeavoured  to  inculcate  at  the  expence  of 
many  words,  and  even  many  volumes ;  that  "  we 
tc  mould  realize  in  health,  thofe  refolutions  we 
<c  form  in  ficknefs."  Farewel. 

a  The  awakening  power  of  adverfity  in  general,  is  fo  beau~ 
tifully  defcribed  by  the  baniihed  duke  in  Shakefpeare's  As  you 
like  it,  that  it  will  not,  perhaps,  be  deemed  foreign  to  the  pur- 
pofe  to  produce  it  as  a  parallel  paffage,  efpecially  as  the  fen- 
timent  in  the  fecond  line  is  exaftly  the  fame  with  this  of  Pliny's 
before  us : 

This  is  no  flattery :   Thefe  are  counfellora 
•   That  f.'elingly  perfuade  me  what  I  am. 
Sweet  are  tiie  uies  of  adverfity, 
Which  like  the  toad,  ugly  and  venomous, 
i       Wears  yet  a  precious  jewel  in  his  head.        A&.  2.  Sc.  I. 

b  The  ancient  phyf;cians  advifed  bathing  as  of  fovereign 
efficacy  in  various  diforders* 

VOL.  II.  •  E  L  E  TV 
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LETTER   XXVII. 


THE  prefent   recefs    from    bufmefs   affords 
you  leifure  to  communicate,  and  me  to  re- 
ceive, information.     I  am  very  defirous  to  know 
your  opinion  concerning  fpe6lres  ;  whether   you 
believe  they  have  a  real  exiftence,  and  are  a  fort 
of  divinities,   or  are  only  the  vifionary  impref- 
fions  of  a  terrified  imagination  ?  What  particularly 
inclines  me  to  give  credit  to  their  reality,  is  a  ftory  a 
which  I  lately  heard  of  Curtius  Rufus.     When 
he  was  in  low  circumftances,  and  unknown  in  the 
world,  he  attended  the  governour  of  Africa  into 
that  province.     One  evening  as  he  was  walking 
in  the  public  portico,  he  was  extremely  furprized 
with  the  apparition  of  a  woman,  whofe  figure  and 
beauty  were  more  than  human.     She  told  him  (he 
was  the  tutelar  power  who  prefided  over  Africa, 
and  was  come  to  inform  him  of  the  future  events 
of  his  life  :  that  he  fhould  go  back  to  Rome,  where 
he  fhould  be  raifed  to  the  higheft  honours  j  ftiould 
return  to  that  province  inverted  with  the  procon- 
fular  dignity,  and  there  fhould  die.     Accordingly 
every  circumftance  of  this  prediction  was  actually 

accom- 

a  ThU  ftory  is  like  wife  related  by  Tacitus  in  the  i  ith  book 
of  his  annals,  chap.  21. 
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accomplifhed.     It  is  faid  farther,  that  upon  his  ar- 
rival at  Carthage,  as  he  was  coming  out  of  the  fhip, 
the  fame  figure  accofted  him  upon  the  fhore.     It 
is  certain,  at  leaft,  that  being  feized  with  a  fit  of 
illnefs,  tho'  there  were  no  fymptoms  in  his  cafe 
that  led  his  attendants  to  defpair,  he  inftantly  gave 
up  all  hope  of  recovery  ;  judging,  it  fhould  feem, 
of  the  truth  of  the  future  part  of  the  prophecy, 
by  that  which   had  already   been  fulfilled,    and 
of  the  misfortune  which  threatened  him,  by  the 
fuccefs  which  he  had  experienced.    To  this  flory  let 
me  add  another  not  lefs  remarkable  than  the  former, 
but  attended  with  more  terrifying  circumftances: 
and  I  will  give  it  you  exactly  as  it  was  related  to  me. 
There  was  at   Athens  b  a  large  and  commodious 
houfe,  which  lay  under  the  difrepute  of  being 
haunted.     In  the  dead  of  the  night  a  noife,  refem- 
bling  the  clafhing  of  iron,  was  frequently  heard, 
which,  if  you  liftened  more  attentively,  founded 
like  the  rattling  of  chains.    At  firft  it  feemed 
diflant,  but  approached    nearer   by   degrees,  till 
a  Ipeftre  appeared  in  the  form  of  an  old  man, 
extremely  meagre  and  ghaftly,  with  a  long  beard 
and  difhevelled  hair,  rattling  the   chains  on  his 

<D  ( 

feet  and  hands.    The  diftrefTed  inhabitants  in  the 

E  2  mean 


b  Lucian  ridicules  a  ftory  pretty  much  refembling 
but  lays  th«  fcene  of  it  in  Corinth.  Vid.  Lucian.  Philopfeud 
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mean  while  paffed  their  nights  under  the  moft  dread- 
ful terrors  imaginable.   This,  as  it  broke  their  reft, 
ruined  alfo  their  health,  and  brought  on  diftempers, 
which,  together  with  their  conftant  horrors  of  mind, 
proved  in  the  end  fatal  to  their  lives.    Even  in  the 
day-time,  tho'  the  fpirit  did  not  then  appear,  yet 
the  impreffion  remained  fo  ftrong  upon  their  ima- 
ginations, that  it  ftill  feemed  before  their  eyes,  and 
kept  them  in  perpetual  alarm.     By  thefe  means 
the  houfe  was  at  lad  deferted,  as  being  deemed 
abfolutely  uninhabitable ;  fo  that  it  was  now  entire- 
ly abandoned  to  the  ghoft.  However,  in  hopes  that 
fome  tenant  might  be  found  who  was  ignorant  of 
this  very  alarming  circumftance  which  attended  it, 
a  bill  was  put  up,  giving  notice  that  it  was  either  to 
be  let  or  fold. '  It  happened  that  Athenodorus  the 
philofopher  came  to  Athens  at  this  time,  and  reading 
the  bill,  enquired  the  price.     The  extraordinary 
>  cheapnefs  raifedhis  fufpicion;  neverthelefs,  when  he 
ird  the  whole  (lory,  he  v/as  fo  far  from  being  dif- 
couraged,  that  he  was  more  ftrongly  inclined  to  hire 
it,  and,  in  fhort,  actually  did  fo.   When  it  grew  to- 
wards evening,  he  ordered  a  couch  to  be  prepared 
for  him  in  the  fore-part  of  the  houfe,  and  after  call- 
ing for  a  light,  together  with  his  pencil  and  tablets, 
ke^  directed  all  his  people  to  retire.     But,  that  his 
mind  might  not,  for  want  of  employment,  be  open 
9  to 
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to  the  vain  terrors  of  imaginary  noifes  and  fpirits, 
he  applied  himfelf  to  writing  with  the  utmoft  at- 
tention. The  firft  part  of  the  night  patted  in  ufual 
filence,  when  at  length  the  chains  began  to  rattle : 
however,  he  neither  lifted  up  his  eyes,  nor  laid 
down  his  pencil,  but  diverted  his  obfervation  by 
purfuing  his  ftudies  with  greater  earneftnefs.  The 
noife  increafed  and  advanced  nearer,  till  it  feemed 
at  the  door,  and  at  laft  in  the  chamber.  He 
looked  up,  and  faw  the  ghoft  exaftly  in  the  man- 
ner it  had  been  defcribed  to  him  :  it  ftood  be- 
fore him,  beckoning  with  the  ringer.  Atheno- 
dorus  made  a  fign  with  his  hand,  that  it  fhould 
wait  a  little,  and  threw  his  eyes  again  upon  his 
papers ;  but  the  ghoft  ftill  rattling  his  chains  in 
his  ears,  he  looked  up  and  faw  him  beckoning 
as  before.  Upon  this  he  immediately  arofe,  and, 
with  the  light  in  his  hand,  followed  it.  The 
fpedtre  flowly  ftalked  along,  as  if  encumbered 
with  his  chains,  and  turning  into  the  area  of  the 
houfe,  fuddenly  vanifhed.  Athenodorus  being 
thus  deferted,  made  a  mark  with  fome  grafs  and 
leaves  where  the  fpirit  left  him.  The  next  day, 
he  gave  information  to  the  magiftrates,  and 
advifed  them  to  order  that  fpot  to  be  dug  up. 
This  was  accordingly  done,  and  the  Ikeleton  of  a 
man  in  chains  was  there  found  j  for,  the  body  hav- 

E  3  ing 
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ing  lain  a  confiderable  time  in  the  ground,  was  pu- 
trified,  and  had  mouldered  away  from  the  fetters. 
The  bones  being  collected  together  were  publicly 
buried :  and  thus,  after  the  ghoft  was  appeafed  by  die 
proper  ceremonies,  the  houfe  was  haunted  no  more. 
This  ftory  I  believe  upon  the  credit  of  others;  what 
I  am  going  to  mention,  I  give  you  upon  my  own, 
I  have  a  freed-man  named  Marcus,  who  is  by  no 
means  illiterate.  One e  night  as  he  and  his  younger 
brother  were  lying  together,  he  fancied  he  faw  fome 
perfon  upon  his  bed,  who  took  out  a  pair  of  fchTars, 
and  cut  off  the  hair  from  the  top  part  of  his  head ; 
in  the  morning,  it  appeared  the  boy's  hair  was 
actually  cut,  and  the  clippings  lay  fcattered  about 
the  floor.  A  fhort  time  after,  an  event  of  the 
like  nature  contributed  to  give  credit  to  the  for- 
mer 


e  Thofe  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  genius  of  the  reli- 
gion of  ancient  Rome,  may  be  inclined  to  think  meanly  of  our 
author's  judgement,  from  this  and  the  following  ftory;  but 
when  it  is  remembered,  that  the  greateft  characters  which  we 
meet  with  among  that  illuitricus  people,  are  all  ftrongly  mark- 
ed with  a  vein  of  fuperftition,  no  particular  charge  of  weak 
credulity  can  with  juftice  be  brought  from  hence  againfl 
Pliny.  The  truth  is,  it  was  a  national  turn,  and  counte- 
nanced by  the  conflitution  of  their  government,  Snfomuch 
that  omei.s,  even  of  the  loweft  kind,  were  confidered  previous 
to  every  ilep  either  of  foreign  or  domelUc  concern :  and  the 
wifeft  and  graveft  of  their  hiftorians,  the  judicious  Livy  not; 
pxcepted,  have  given  into  accounts  of  this  nature.  Even  a. 
noble  hiftorian  among  our  own  countrymen,  has  not  fcrupled 
to  infert  a  relation  of  the  fame  kind  and  credibility,  in  his  hi£ 
tpry  of  the  civil  wars. 
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mer  ftory.     A  young  lad  of  my  family  was  fleeping 
in  his  apartment  with  the  reft  of  his  companions, 
when  two  perfons  clad  in  white  came  in,  as  he 
fays,  thro'  the    windows,  and    cut   off   his   hair 
as  he  lay ;  and  having  finifhed  the  operation,  re- 
turned the  fame  way   they  entered.     The  next 
morning   it  was  found   that  this  boy  had  been 
ferved  juft  as  the  other,  and  with  the  very  fame 
circumftance  of  the  hair  fpread  about  the  room. 
Nothing  remarkable  indeed  followed  thefe  events, 
unlefs  that   I   efcaped  a  profecution,  in  which,  if 
Domitian  (during  whofe  reign  this  happened)  had 
lived  fome  time  longer,  I  fhould  certainly  have  been 
involved.    For,  after  the  death  of  that  emperor,  ar- 
ticles of  impeachment  againft  me  were  found  in  his 
fcrutore,  which  had  been  exhibited  by  Carus.     It 
may  therefore  be  conjectured,  fince  it  is  cuftomary 
for  perfons  under  any  public  accufation  to  let  their 
hair  grow,  this  cutting  off  the  hair  of  my  fervants 
was  a  .fign  I  Ihould  efcape  the  imminent  danger 
that  threatened  me.     Let  me  defire  you  then  ma- 
turely to  confider  this  queftion.     The  fubject  me- 
rits your  examination}  as,  I  truft,  I  am  not  myfelf 
altogether  unworthy  to  participate  of  the  abun- 
dance of  your  fuperiour  knowledge.    And  tho'  you 
fhould,  with  your  ufual  fcepticifm,  balance  between 
two    opinions,   yet   I    hope   you  will  throw  the 
weightier  reafons  on  one  fide,  left,  whilft  I  confult 

£4  you. 
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you  in  order  to  have  my  doubt  fettled,  you  fhould 
difmifs  me  in  the  fame  fufpence  and  indecifion  that 
occafioned  you  the  prefent  application.  Farewel. 

LETTER   XXVIII.     fa  SEPTITIUS. 

THERE  are,  it  feems,  certain  perfons  who 
in  your  company  have  blamed  me,  as  being 
upon  all  occafions  too  lavilh  in  commendation  of 
my  friends.  I  not  only  acknowledge  the  charge, 
but  glory  in  it ;  for,  can  there  be  a  nobler  error  than 
an  over- flowing  benevolence?  But  ftill  who  are 
thefe,  let  me  a(k,  that  are  better  acquainted  with 
my  friends  than  I  am  myfelf  ?  Yet  grant  there  are 
any  fuch,  why  will  they  deny  me  the  fatisfadtion  of 
fo  plcafmg  an  error  ?  For,  fuppofing  my  friends 
deferve  not  the  high  encomiums  I  give  them,  cer- 
tainly I  am  happy  in  believing  they  do.  Let  them 
recommend  then  this  ungenerous  difcernment  to 
thofe  who  imagine  (and  their  number  is  not  in- 
confiderable)  that  they  fhew  their  judgment,  when 
they  indulge  their  cenfure.  AS  for  myfelf  they 
will  never  perfuade  me  that  I  can  love  my a  friends 
too  well.  Farewel. 

a  Balzac  with  his  ufual  happinefs  of  allufion,  obferves,  «« II 
"  y  a  des  rivieres  qui  ne  font  jamais  tant  de  bien  que  quand 
"  dies  fe  debordem;  de  ir.eme  I'amitie  n'a  rien  de  meilleur 
*'  que  1'exccs," 

LE  T- 
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LETTER   XXIX.     fo  MONTANUS. 

IT  would  raife  your  laughter  firft,  ancl  then 
your  indignation,  and  perhaps,  after  having 
compofed  yourfelf.a  little,  you  would  be  in- 
clined to  laugh  again,  when  you  read  what 
I  am  going  to  mention,  and  which  you  will 
fcarcely  credit  without  ocular  infpe&ion.  I  lately 
obferved  in  the  Tiburtine  a  road,  near  the  firft 
mile-flone,  a  monument  creeled  to  the  memory 
of b  Pallas,  with  the  following  infcription :  THE 

SENATE  DECREED  TO  HIM,  AS  A  REWARD  FOR  HIS 
FIDELITY  AND  AFFECTION  TO  HIS  PATRONS,  THE 
HONOUR  OF  THE  PRAETORIAN  c  ORNAMENTS, 
TOGETHER  WITH  THE  SUM  OF  FIFTEEN  MILLION 
OF  d  SESTERCES  :  BUT  HE  WAS  CONTENTED  WITH 

ACCEPTING  ONLY  THE  HONOUR.  I  am  not  indeed 
apt  to  wonder  at  diftinfljons  of  this  fort,  which 
are  oftener  the  gift  of  Fortune  than  of  Judge- 
ment s  but  I  could  not  help  reflecting,  when  I  read 

this 

a  The  road  leading  to  Tivoli,  in  Campania. 

b  He  was  at  firft  a  ilave  in  the  court  of  Claudius  Caefar, 
who  afterwards  gave  him  his  freedom,  and  raifed  him  to  his 
chief  favour."  The  patrons  mentioned  in  this  Infcription,  are, 
that  emperor  and  his  confort  Agrippina,  to  whom  Pallas  had 
likewife  recommended  himfelf  by  iome  fignal  fervices. 

c  The  fenate,  as  a  mafic  of  honourable  diftin&ion,  fome- 
times  decreed  the  privilege  of  wearing  the  ornaments  peculiar 
to  certain  dignities,  to  pei  fons  who  had  not  enjoyed  the  oiiic? 
to  which  thole  ornaments  were  annexed, 

*  About  320,000!.  of  our  money. 
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this  infcription,  how  contemptible  and  ridiculous 
are  thofe  honours,  which  are  thus  fometimes  thrown 
away  upon  dirt  and  infamy;  which  fuch  a  rafcal, 
in  fliort,  had  the  afibrance  both  to  accept  and  to, 
refufe,  and  then  let  himfelf  forth  to  pofterity  as  an 
example  of  fingular  moderation  !  Yet  why  fhould 
}t  raife  my  indignation  ?  rather  let  me  treat  it  as  a 
matter  of  derifion,  that  perfons  of  this  vile  cha- 
racter may  not  flatter  themfelves  they  have  obtain- 
ed any  thing  truly  enviable,  when  their  honours 
only  expofe  them  to  feverer  ridicule.  Farewel. 


I 


LETTER   XXX.     To  GENITOR. 

AM  extremely  concerned  to  find  that  you  have 
loft  your  pupil ;  a  youth,  as  your  letter  affures 
jvie,  of  fuch  great  hopes.  Can  I  want  to  be  inform- 
ed, that  his  ficknefs  and  death  muft  have  inter- 
rupted your  ftudies,  knowing,  as  I  do,  with  what 
exaclnefs  you  fill  up  every  duty  of  life,  and  how 
warm  your  affection  is  to  all  thofe  to  whom  you, 
give  your  efteem  ?  As  for  myfelf,  the  ufual  bufi- 
nefs  of  Rome  purfues  me  to  this  place  ;  and  I 
am  not  out  of  the  reach  of  people  even  here,  who 
appeal  to  me  either  as  their  judge,  or  their  ar- 
bitrator. Nor  is  this  all :  for,  not  only  the  farmers 
claim  a  fort  of  prefcription  to  try  my  patience  as 
they  pleafe  by  their  continual  complaints ;  but 
alfo  the  neceflity  of  letting  out  my  farms,  gives  me 

much 
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much  trouble,  as  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  find 
proper  tenants.  For  thefe  reafons  I  can  only  ftudy 
by  fnatches:  ftill  however  I  do  ftudy  occafionally, 
and  both  compofe  and  read  by  turns :  but  my  reading 
teaches  me,  by  a  very  mortifying  comparifon,  with 
what  ill  fuccefs  I  attempt  to  be  an  author  myfelf. 
Tho'  indeed  you  give  me  great  encouragement,  when 
you  compare  the  piece  I  wrote  in  vindication  of 
Hefoidius,  to  the  oradon  of  Demofthenes  againft 
Midias.  I  confefs  I  had  that  harangue  in  my  view: 
not  that  I  was  fo  vain  and  abfurd  as  to  pretend  to 
rival  it,  but  I  endeavoured  at  lead  to  imitate  it,  as 
far  as  the  difference  of  our  fubjefts  would  admit, 
and  as  nearly  as  a  genius  of  the  loweft  rank  can 
copy  one  of  the  higheft.  Farewel, 

LETTER   XXXI.     fo  CORNUTUS, 

CLaudius  Pollio  is  extremely  defirous  of  your 
friendmipi  and  he  deferves  it,  not  only  be- 
caufe  he  defires  it,  but  becaufe  he  offers  you  bis  in 
return  i  as  indeed  few  ever  requeft  the  one,  with- 
out being  difpofed  to  give  the  other.  He  is  an 
upright,  honed,  good-natured  man,  and  mo- 
deft,  I  had  almoft  faid,  beyond  meafurej  if  in- 
deed that  virtue  can  be  carried  to  excefs. 
We  ferved  in  the  army  together,  when  he  com- 
jnanded  a  troop  of  horfej  and  I  had  an  op- 
portunity 
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portimity  of  taking  a  nearer  view  of  his  charac- 
ter, than  merely  what  his  being  my  fellow-officer 
gave  me.  I  was  appointed  by  the  lieutenant- 
general  to  examine  the  accounts  of  the  feveral 
companies ;  and  as  I  difcovered  many  inftances 
of  grofs  avarice  and  neglect  of  duty  in  fome, 
fo  I  found  the  higheft  integrity  and  exacteft  care 
in  Pollio.  He  was  afterv/ards  promoted  to  very 
confiderable  employments  in  the  revenue ;  yet  no 
temptations  could  corrupt  the  innate  integrity  of 
his  foul,  and  no  profperity  fwell  his  breaft  with 
pride,  but  he  preferved,  in  all  the  variety  of  pofts 
thro'  which  he  pafied,  his  honour  and  his  humanity 
unimpeachedj  to  which  I  will  add,  he  fupported 
the  fatigues  of  bufmefs  with  the  fame  firmnefs  of 
mind  he  now  difcovers  in  his  retreat.  He  once 
indeed  quitted  his  retirement  for  a  fhort  time., 
greatly  to  his  credit  •,  being  called  forth  by  my 
worthy  friend  Corellius  to  his  afliftance,  in  pur- 
chafmg  and  dividing  thofe  lands  which  were 
given  to  the  public  by  the  liberality  of  the  em- 
peror b  Ncrva.  -And  could  there  be  any  circum- 
ftance  more  to  his  honour,  than  to  be  thus  par- 
ticularly fingled  out  as  his  coadjutor,  by  a  per- 

ion 

*  Nerva  rcficred  to  the  Remans  all  that  Domitian  had' 
plundered  them  of ;   and  gave  a  very  large  Aim  of  money  to 

out  in  the  purchafe  of  lands  for  the  fupport  of  decayed 
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fon  of  fo  eminent  a  character  as  Corellius  ?  You 
may  judge  how  faithfully  he  reveres  the  facred  ties 
of  friendfhip  by  the  laft  wills  b  of  feveral  of  his 
friends,  particularly  that  of  Mufonius  Baffus,  a 
man  of  diflinguifhed  merit.  Pollio  (for  he  culti- 
vates polite  literature  as  well  as  every  other  valu- 
able qualification)  has  very  gratefully  endeavoured 
to  perpetuate  and  extend  the  memory  of  Baffus,  by 
publifhing  an  account  of  his  life:  a  circumllance 
too  uncommon  and  too  generous,  not  to  be  par- 
ticularly applauded ;  fince  the  generality  of  the 
world  feldom  mention  the  dead,  unlefs  to  complain 
of  them c.  Receive  then  this  worthy  man,  greatly 
defirous  (believe  me)  of  your  amity,  with  warm 
embraces^  and  even  invite  him  to  accept  of  it  as 
what  you  owe  him ;  for,  he  who  makes  the  firft 
advances  towards  friendfhip,  cannot  fo  properly  be 
faid  to  folicit  as  to  claim  a  return.  Farewel. 


b  See  letter  20.  of  this  book,  note  b. 

c  Pliny  ieems  to  allude  to  the  Captatores,  or  legacy  hunters: 
a  contemptible  character  extremely  common  among  the  Ro- 
mans in  the  decline  of  their  Hate,  uhen  the  prevailihg  luxury 
of  th-j  times  rendered  too  many  of  them,  in  order  to  fupply 
their  extravagance,  capable  of  any  mear.riefs  to  obtain  a  pecu- 
niary remembrance  in  the  wills  of  their  wealthy  acquaintance, 
and  too  much  mortified  not  to  complain  when  they  found  ihem- 
{flvei.  difappomtcd. 


LETT 
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LETTER   XXXII.     To  FABATUS.  a 

I  Rejoice  that  the  arrival  of  my  friend  Tiro  was 
acceptable  to  you ;  but  particulary,  that 
you  made  ufe  (as  your  letter  informs  me)  of" 
the  opportunity  which  the  prefence  of  the  pro- 
conful  afforded  you,  of  manumizing  b  feveral  of 
your  flaves.  For,  as  I  wilh  to  fee  our  corporation6 
improved  by  every  poffible  means,  fo  particularly  by 
an  increafe  of  citizens,  as  that,  of  all  others,  is  the 
ftrongeft  ornament  a  community  can  receive.  I 
am  pleafed  too  (not  out  of  a  fpirit  of  vanity,  how- 
ever I  confefs  I  am  pleafed)  with  what  you  add, 
that  both  you  and  I  were  highly  complimented,  in 
the  acknowledgments  which  were  made  upon  this 
occafion;  for,  as  Xenophon  obferves, "  the  voice 
"  of  praife  is  Jweet ;"  efpecially  when  we  think, 
we  delerve  it.  Farewel. 

LETTER  XXXIII.     fo  TACITUS. 

1  Strongly  prefage  (and  I  am  perfuaded  I  fiiall 
not  be  deceiv'd)  that  your  hiftories  will  be  im- 
mortal.    I  ingenuoufly  own  therefore*1, 1  fo  much 

the 

*  His  wife  Calphurnia's  grandfather. 
k  See  letter  16  of  this  book. 
«  Comum. 

d  As  fome  ingenipus  writers  have  affe&ed  to  draw  a  com- 
paxiiba  between  our  author  and  Cicero,  to  the  difadvantage  of 

the 
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the  more  earneftly  wifh  to  find  a  place  in  them* 
If  we  are  generally  careful  to  have  our  perfons  re- 
prefented  by  the  beft  artifts,  ought  we  not  to 
defirc  that  our  actions  may  be  related  and  cele- 
brated by  an  author  of  your  diftinguifhed  abilities  ? 
In  view  to  this,  I  acquaint  you  with  the  following 
affair,  which  tho'  it  cannot  have  efcaped  your 

attention, 

the  former;  it  will  not,  'tis  hoped,  be  thought  any  want  of 
reverence  to  a  character,  which  deferves  the  higheft  veneration 
from  every  admirer  of  the  fine  arts,  to  fet  before  the  reader 
an  inftance,  where  Pliny  greatly  outfhines  that  noble  example 
he  was,  upon  all  occafions,  fo  defirous  of  copying.  There  is  a 
letter  of  Cicero  extant  for  the  fame  purpofe  as  this  of  Pliny's, 
addrefled  to  his  friend  Lucceius  *,  who  was  writing  the  hiftory 
of  his  own  times.  The  fenfible  Montaign  condemns  both 
as  inftances  of  immoderate  ambition;  and  obferves,  that 
«*  f  fortune,  as  it  were  in  pure  fpight,  has  taken  care  to  hand 
«*  down  to  us  the  vanity  of  thefe  requefts,  while  ihe  has  long 
•«  fince  deftroyed  the  hiftories  they  folicited."  Let  it  be  re- 
marked, however,  in  juftice  to  our  author,  that  upon  a  com- 
parifon  of  the  two  letters,  the  ambition  of  Pliny  will  appear 
far  more  reafonable  than  that  of  Cicero ;  for,  the  latter  does 
not  fcruple  to  prefs  his  friend  to  tranfgrefs  the  rules  of  hif- 
tory, and  break  through  the  bounds  of  truth  in  his  favour. 
fe  plane  etiam  atque  etiam  rogo,  ut  &  trnas-  ea  vebementius  etiarrt 
quam  fortaffe  fentis,  &  in  ea  leges  biftoriee  negligaf>  amorique 
ntjlro  plujculum  etiam  quam  toncedit  veritas  largire  :  whereas 
Pliny,  with  a  far  nobler  fpirit,  exprefsly  declares  he  does  not 
defire  Tacitus  to  heighten  the  faft,  and  that  actions  of  real 
worth  need  only  to  be  fet  in  their  true  light.  In  Cicero's 
letter,  we  read  the  extravagant  dictates  of  the  moft  immode- 
rate ambition ;  and  he  himfelf  confefles  he  had  not  the  af- 
furance  to  look  his  friend  in  the  face  while  he  exprefled  them  : 
Coram  me  tecum  eadem  besc  agerefape  conantem  deterruit  puthr  ; 
in  Pliny's,  we  fee  nothing  but  what  is  agreeable  to  cool  fenfe, 
and  the  honeft  ambition  of  one  who  was  confcious  he  had  acted 
well,  and  defirous  pofterity  fhould  know  it. 

*  Ep.  fam.  1.  5.  I*.  *f  Tom.  I.  319. 
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attention,  as  it  is  mentioned  in  the  c  public 
journals,  flill  I  acquaint  you  with  it,  that  you 
may  be  the  more  fenfible  how  agreeable  it  will 
be  to  me,  that  this  action,  greatly  heightened  by 
the  hazard  which  attended  it,  fhould  receive  an 
additional  luftre  from  the  teftimony  of  fo  bright 
a  genius.  The  fenate  appointed  Herennius  Se- 
necio,  and  myfclf,  counfel  for  the  province  of 
Bcetica,  in  their  impeachment  of  Brebius  Mafia, 
He  was  condemned ;  and  the  houfe  ordered  his 
efFefls  to  be  feized  into  the  hands  of  the  public 
officer.  Shortly  after,  Senecio  having  learnt 

that 


e  Whether  Pliny  means  by  the  PulJica  a™a,  the  journal  of 
the  fenate,  or  what  *  Taciius  and  |  Suetonius  call  the  Diurna 
aSa,  may  admit  of  a  doubt.  The  former  feems  to  have  been 
exa&ly  in  the  nature  of  our  Votes  of  the  houfe  of  commons, 
wherein  a  fnort  account  was  given  to  the  public  of  what 
pafled  in  the  fenate }  the  latter  appears  very  much  to  refemble 
our  Gazette,  being  an  authorized  narrative  of  the  tranfaftions 
worthy  of  notice  which  happened  in  Rome.  Petronius  has 
given  us  the  form  of  the  latter  of  thefe,  in  his  account  of  Tri- 
jnalchio;  and  as  it  may  not,  perhaps.be  unentertaining  to  the 
Knglifh  reader,  to  fee  how  exactly  a  Roman  news- paper  runs 
in  the  {tile  of  a  modern  one,  the  following  is  an  article  or  two 
out  of  it. 

"  On  the  z6th  of  July,  30  boys  and  40  girls  were  born  a: 
«f  TVimaichio's  eflate  at  Cuma." 

"  At  the  fame  time,  a  Have  was  put  to  death  for  uttering 
"  dHrepeclful  words  againft  his  lord." 

"  The  fame  day,  a  fire  broke  cut  in  Pompey's  garden?, 
*'  which  began  i'1  the  night,  in  the  Reward's  apartment." 
Petrcn.  iatyr.  p.  196,  ed.  Var. 

*  Ann?.).  30.  31.  J  In  J.  Cjefar.  20* 
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that  the  confuls  intended  to  fit  to  hear  petitions^ 
Came  to  me,  and  propofed  that  we  fhould  go  toge- 
ther, and  'addrefs  them  with  the  fame  unanimity 
we  executed  the  office^vhich  had  been  enjoined  us, 
that  they  would  not  fuffer  Mafia's  effects  to  be 
didipated  by  thofe  who  were  appointed  to  preferve 
them.  I  anfwered,  that  as  we  had  been  counfel  in 
this  caufe  by  order  of  the  fenate,  I  would  recom- 
mend it  to  his  consideration,  whether  it  would  be 
proper  for  us,  after  fentence  had  pafTed,  to  interpofe 
any  farther.  te  You  are  at  liberty,  faid  he,  to  pre- 
"  fcribe  what  bounds  you  pleafe  to  yourfelf,  who 
"  have  no  particular  connections  with  the  province, 
<f  except  what  refult  from  your  late  fervices  to 
cc  them ;  but  they  have  a  much  ftronger  claim  upon 
"  me,  who  was  born  there,  and  enjoyed  the  poft  of 
"  Quxftor  among  them."  If  fuch,  I  replied,  was 
his  determined  refolution,  I  was  ready  to  attend 
him,  that  whatever  refentment  fhould  be  the  con- 
fequence,  it  might  not  fall  fingly  upon  himfelf. 
Accordingly  we  went  to  the  confuls,  where  Sene- 
cio  declared  what  he  thought  proper  upon  the 
occafion ;  to  which  I  fubjoined  a  few  words  on  my 
part.  We  had  fcarcely  ended,  when  Mafia,  com- 
plaining that  Senecio  had  not  acted  againft  him 
with  the  fidelity  of  an  advocate,  but  the  bitternefs 
of  an  enemy,  defired  he  might  be  at  liberty  to  pro- 
VOL.  II.  F  fecufc 
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fecute  him  for f  treafon.  The  whole  afTembly  was 
ftruck  with  the  utmoft  confirmation  and  horrour 
at  this  motion.  I  immediately  rofe  up ;  "  Mod 

"  noble 

•v 

f  The  reader  will  undoubtedly  be  furprized  to  find  a  pro- 
fecuticn  of  treafon,  founded  merely  upon  a  fuggciHon  of  mif- 
conduft  in  the  management  cf  a  private  trial.  But  this  diffi- 
culty will  be  cleared,  perhaps,  by  considering  the  character  of 
Domitiun,  in  whofe  reign  this  tranfadion  happened.  To  fhew 
any  diflike  to  thofe  who  were  the  favourites  of  that  infamoi's 
emperor,  was  confirm  d  by  him  into  an  aft  of  treafon  agnirfl 
bimfelf.  He  could  gather  that  poilbnous  weed  (as  our  author 
in  his  panegyric  ftrongly  expr.efTes  it)  even  from  the  barren 
fands  of  the  theatre  fertmitm  majeflatis  in  arena  colligebct  -y) 
fpr  not  to  admire  even  his  gladiators,  was  deemed,  in  thole 
wretched  times,  an  acl  of  difloyalty.  If  therefore  Mafia  was 
in  the  gccd  graces  of  Domitian  it  would  have  been  very 
eafy  for  the  former,  to  ftrain  the  honed  zeal  which  Senecio 
had  (hewn  in  conducing  this  caufe,  into  an  inllar.ce  of  dif- 
refpeft  to  the  emperor.  And  the  charader  which  Tacitus 
gives  of  this  M;.ffa  llrongly  fupports  that  fuppofnion ;  for,  he 
aefcribes  him  as  the  bane  of  every  good  rlian,  and  an  inflru- 
rnent  of  thofe  calamities  which  the  Romans  fuiFered  under 
Domitian;  optima  cuique  exiliofus,  fays  he,  55  in  caufas  male- 
rum  qua:  tu/Jmus.  [Tacit,  hilt.  1.  4.  50.]  It  mult  be  owned 
however,  that  the  cxprtfiicn  in  the  original  (pojlulatio  im- 
pistatis)  does  not  fo  abfolutely  and  necefTarily  imply,  a  pro- 
fecutipn  of  treafon,  but  that  it  may  admit  of  another  inter- 
pretation. Accordingly>  a  gentleman  of  dillinguilhed  learn- 
ing, who  favoured  the  tranflator  with  his  fentiments  upon  this 
p^age,  has  offered  a  conjecture  much  too  ingenious  to  be 
fuppreffed.  "  It  was  the  practice  (he  obferves)  of  the  an- 
41  cients,  that  all  depofits,  trulls,  fequeftrations,  wills,  EsV. 
"  (hould  be  lodged  in  the  moft  fecure  and  unfufpected  places ; 
"  accordingly  they  chofe  their  temples  for  that  purpofe,  and 
•«  the  priefts  were  of  courfe  thfc legal  fequeftrators ; 

Not  iki  npud  Tbeotimum  cmne  aurum  depofuhnkts,    ' 
X?»i  illic  juftrdoi  f/t  in  Diana  Epb«ft<e. 

Plaut.  Bacch. 

"  And 
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«  noble  contols,"  faid  I,  fc  I  am  afraid  it  (hould  feem 
cc  that  Mafia  has  tacitly  charged  me  with  having 
t:  favoured  him  in  this  caufe,  fmce  he  did  noc  think 
<c  proper  to  join  me  with  Senecio  in  the  defired 
«  profecution."  This  fhort  fpeech  was  extremely 
well  received  by.thofe  who  were  prefent ;  as  itfoon 
afterwards  got  abroad,  and  was  publicly  mentioned 
with  general  applaufe.  The  late  emperonr  Nerva 
(who  tho'  at  that  time  in  a  private  ftation, 
yet  interefted  himfelf  in  every  meritorious  action 
which  concerned  the  public)  wrote  an  admirable 
letter  to  me  upon  the  occafion,  wherein  he  not 
only  congratulated  me,  but  the  age,  which  had 
produced  an  example  fo  much  in  the  fpirit  (as  he 
was  pleafed  to  call  it)  of  better  days.  But,  what- 
ever the  fact  be,  it  is  in  your  power  to  heighten 
and  fpread  the  luftre  of  it:  tho'  far  am  I  from  de- 
iiring  you  would  in  the  lean:  exceed  the  bounds  of 
reality.  Hiltory  ought  to  be  guided  by  ftrict 
truth  j  and  worthy  actions  require  nothing  more. 
Farewel. 

And  of  this  the  claffic  and  civil-law  books  furnifti  abundant 

proof.     He  thinks  therefore,  that  an  infinuation  that  Mafla 

had  been  tampering  with   the  church  to  betray  this  Jidfi- 

commijjum,  and  that  the  fecurity  became  fufpicious,  might 

poffib.y  carry  an  aftion  of  imj>ietj."    However,  upon  a  clofer 

examination  of  the  letter,  and  comparing  it  with  the  hiftory  of 

that  age,  the  interpretation  adopted  in  the  text,  may,  perhaps, 

be  j  unified. 

F  2  THE 
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LETTER   I.    roSEprmus. 

I  Had  a  good  journey  hither,  excepting  only 
that  fome  of  my  fervants  have  fuffered  in  their 
health  by  the  violent  heats.    Poor  Encolpius,  my  * 
reader,  whofe  afliftance  is  of  fuch  fervice  to  me  both 
in  my  ftudies  and  amufements,  was  fo  affected  by 
the  dud,  that  it  occafioned  his  fpitting  of  blood :  an 
F  3  acci- 

a  Perfons  of  rank  and  literature  among  the  Romans,  re- 
tained  in  their  families  a  domeftic,  whofe  principal  bufinels  was 
to  read  to  them. 
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accident  which  will  prove  not  lefs  unfortunate  to 
me,  than  to  himfelf,  fhould  he  be  thereby  rendered 
unfit  for  thofe  purpofes  of  literature  in  which  he  fa 
greatly  excels,  If  that  fhould  unhappily  be  the 
event;  where  fhall  I  find  one  who  will  read  my 
compofitions  \vith  fo  much  fpirit  and  fo  captivating 
an  elocution,  or  admire  them  with  fo  much  feel- 
ing ?  But  the  gods  leem  to  favour  our  better  hopesa 
as  his  bleeding  is  flopped,  and  his  pain  abated. 
He  is  extremely  temperate  on  bis  part;  and  no 
attention  is  wanting  on  mine,  nor  any  care  on  his 
phyfician's,  *  Thefe  confederations,  together  with 
the  falubrity  of  this  air,  and  the  quiet  of  retirement! 
give  us  reafon  to  expect,  that  the  country  will  con- 
tribute as  much  to  the  reftoration  of  his  health,  as, 
to  his  repofe.  Farewel. 


LETTER    II.     7c  CALVISIUS. 

OTHER    people  vifit  their  eftates  in  order 
to  recruit  their  purfes,  but  I  go  to  mine 
only  to  return  fo  much  the  poorer.     I  had  fold  my 
vintage    to    the  merchants,  who  were  extremely 
eager  to  purchafe  it,  encouraged  by  the  price  it  then 
bore,  and   what  it  was  probable  it  would  rife  to: 
however  they  were  difappointed  in  their  expecta- 
tions.     Upon    this   occafion  to  have  made  one 
a  genera 
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general  undiftinguimed  abatement  to  all,  would 
have  been  much  the  eafieft,  but  not  the  moft  equi- 
table method.  I  hold  it  particularly  worthy  of  a 
man  of  honour,  to  be  governed  by  the  principles 
of  ftrict  equity  in  his  domeftic  as  well  as  public 
conduct;  in  fmall,  as  in  great  affairs ;  in  his 
own  concerns,  as  well  as  in  thofe  of  others :  And 
if  every  deviation  from  rectitude  is  equally  a  crimi- 
nal, every  approach  to  it  mufl  be  equally  laudable. 
In  the  firft  place  then,  I  remitted  to  all  in  general 
one  eighth  part  of  the  price  they  had  agreed  to  give 
me  j  that  none  might  go  away  without  a  mark  of 
my  liberality  :  in  the  next,  I  particularly  confidered 
thofe  who  having  advanced  to  me  large  fums  in  part 
of  payment,  had  clone  me  fo  much  the  more  fer- 
vice,  and  had  been  the  greater  fufferers  themfelves. 
To  thofe  therefore,  whofe  purchafe  amounted  to 
more  than  b  ten  thoufand  feflerces,  I  returned  (be- 
fide  that  which  I  may  call  the  general  and  com*- 
mon  eighth)  a  tenth  part  of  what  they  had  paid 
above  that  fum.  I  fear  I  do  ngt  exprefs  myfelf 
with  fufficient  clearnefs ;  I  will  endeavour  to  ex- 
plain my  meaning:  for  inilance,  fuppofe  a  man 
had  purchafed  of  me  to  the  value  of €  fifteen  thou- 
fand fefcerces  ;•  I  remitted  to  him  one  eighth  part 
F  4  of 

*  It  was  a  doftrine  maintained  by  the  Stoics,  that  all  crimes 
are  equal. 

b  About  Sol.  of  our  money. 
c.  About  izol,  of  our  money. 
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of  that  whole  fum,  and  likewife  one  tenth  of d  five 
thoufand.     Befides  this,  as  feveral  had  depofited,  in 
different  proportions,  part  of  the  price  they  had  a- 
greed  to  pay,  whilft  others  had  advanced  nothing  ; 
I  thought  it  would  not  be  agreeable  to  equity,  that 
all  thefe  Ihould  be  favoured  with  the  fame  equal 
remifiion.    To  thofe  therefore,  who  had  made  any 
payments,  I  returned  a  tenth  part  upon  the  fums 
fo  paid.  By  thefe  means,  I  made  a  proper  acknow- 
ledgment to  each,  according  to  their  refpecYive  de- 
ferts ;  and  likewife  encouraged  them,  not  only  to 
deal  with  me  for  the  future,  but  to  be  prompt  in 
their  payments.    This  inftance  of  my  good-nature 
or  my  judgement  (call  it  which  you  pleafe)  was  a 
very   confiderable  expence  to  me.     However,   I 
found  my  account  in  itj  for,  all  the  country  greatly 
commended  both  the  fingular  generofity  of  thefe 
abatements,  and  the  principle  by  which  1  regulated 
them.    Even  thofe  to  whom  I  did  not  mete  (as  the 
proverb  is)  by  r be  fame  meajure,  but  adjufted  the 
remifiion  to  the  fum  they  had  advanced,  held  them- 
felves  obliged  to  me,  in  proportion  to  the  probity 
pf  their  principles ;  and  went  away  pleafed  with 
having  experienced,  that  not  from  me 

c  I'be  good  and  bad  an  equal  boon  recehe. 
Farewel. 

*  About  40!.  fterling. 

•  Horn.  11.  lib.  9.  v.  319. 

LET- 
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LETTER    III.     20SPARSUS. 

"V7"  O  U  tell  me,  that  of  all  my  works,  the  laft  I 
fent  you  is   your   greateft   favourite.     The 
fame  judgement  has  likewife  been  paffed  upon  it 
by  another  of  my  very  knowing  and  ingenious 
friends :  and  I  am  the  more  inclined  to  believe 
that  neither  of  you  is  miftaken,  not  only  as  it  is 
improbable  you  both  fhould,  but  becaufe  I  am 
much  difpoied  to  flatter  myfelf.     I  always   en- 
deavour indeed,  that  my  laft  performance  may  ap- 
pear the  moft  finilhed  ,•  and  for  that  reafon  I  pre- 
fer the  fpeech  I  lately  published,  to  that  which 
you  mention :  I  will  fend  it  you  as  foon  as  I  can 
meet  with  a  fafe  conveyance.     And  now  I  have 
railed  your  expectations  of  this  piece,  I  doubt  you 
will  be  difappointed  when  it  comes  to  your  hands. 
In  the  mean  while,  however,  you  may  indulge  the 
agreeable  perfuafion  (and  perhaps  too  without  be- 
ing difappointed)  that  it  is  a  compofition  you  will 
read  with  pleafure.     Farewel. 

LETTER   IV.    70CANINIUS. 

Greatly  approve  your  defign  of  writing  a  poem 
upon  the  *  Dacian  war :  for  where  could  you 
have  chofen  a  recent  fubjecl;  fo  full  of  events,  fo 

extenfive, 

a  Dacia  comprehended  part  of  the  prefent   kingdom    of 
Hungary,  together  with  part  of  Tranfilvania,  Servia,  Wala- 

chia 
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extenfive,  or  indeed  fo  capable  of  poetical  orna- 
ment ?  a  fubject  which,  while  it  has  all  the  mar- 
vellous of  fic"l  ion,  has  all  the  recommendation  of 
truth.  You  will  fing  of  rivers  taught  to  flow  in 
pew  channels ;  of  bridges b  thrown  over  immenfe 
rivers  j  of  encampments  upon  the  dreadful  pre- 
cipices 

chia  and  Moldavia.  It  was  firft  fubdaed  and  added  to  the 
Roman  empire  by  Trajan  ;  in  memory  of  wholb  victories  over 
this  nation,  the  famous  pillar  is  fuppofed  to  have  been  erected, 
called  Trajan's  pillar,  which  is  ftill  to  be  feen  entire  at  Rome. 
It  is  128  Italian  feet  high,  to  the  top  of  which  you  afcend  by 
184  fteps,  which  wind  round  the  infide.  The  oinfide  is  carved 
in  baflb  relievo,  with  the  reprefentaticn  of  the  moil  remark- 
able circumftances  of  this  expedition.  [Bartoli  colonna  Trrj.j 
After  the  death  of  Trajan,  his  aihes  were  placed,  as  fome 
authors  fay,  in  a  golden  ball  ca  the  tcp  of  this  noble  pillar  : 
but  Eutropius  affirms  they  were  depofited  under  it.  Eutrop. 
1.  8.  c.  5. 

b  It  is  probable  Pliny  here  alludes  to  the  famous  bridge 
built  by  Trajan  over  the  river  Danube,  in  the  upper  Moeiia, 
that  loft  fight,  as  Sir  William  Temple  calls  it,  of  ancient  ar- 
(biteflure.  "  It  is  itiled  by  the  ancients,  the  m^lt  iiately  fa- 
**  brie  of  that  nature  in  the  univerfe.  It  was  all  of  ftjjare 
"  ftone,  and  contained  20  arches,  each  of  them  120  feet 
"  above  the  foundation,  and  60  feet  in  breadth,  all  diuiofl 
"  from  each  other  170  feet.  It  was  built  where  the  river  was 
"  narroweft,  and  confequently  where  the  dream  was  Ib/ongeft 
"  and  mod  rapid ;  "which  renders  the  fabrig  ilill  more  flupen- 
*'  dous,  on  account  of  the  alraoft  infarmcuntable  difficulties 
«'  they  mufl  have  met  with  in  laying  fo  large  a  foundation. 
"  The  architect  employed  upon  this  occafion,  was  one  Apol- 
**  lodorus  of  Damaicus,  who,  it  fee  ins,  lefc  a  defcription  of 
««  this  great  work.  We  are  :o!d  that  fome  remains  are  fall 
"  to  be  feen  of  it  near  Zcvcria,  in  Lower  Hungary  — Adrian 
««  fearing  the  Barbarians  might  make  ufe  of  it  to  invade  the 
**  Roman  territories,  broke  down  the  arches;  bin  ihe  piers 
"  were  ilill  fianding  in  Dion  Cafiias's  t:me,  that  is,  120  years 
"  after,  though  they  ferved  only  to  {hew,  fays  the  writer, 
*  the  utrooti  extent  of  human  pc\ver;  This  ilupendous  fa- 
"  brie  was  begua  and  ended  in  a  furamer."  Univ.  Hiii.  v. 
vi.  p.  14. 
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eipices  of  craggy  mountains;  and  of  a  brave c  prince 
who,  tho*  driven  from  his  palace,  preferved  his 
courage  unfubdued  to  the  laft  moment  of  his  life. 
You  will  defcribe  too,  the  glorious  vidlor's  double 
triumph,  one  of  which  was  the  firft  that  was 
ever  gained  over  that  nation,  'till  then  invincible, 
as  the  other  will  be  the  laft.  There  is  one  dif- 
ficulty however,  and  a  very  confiderable  one  it 
is,  where  to  find  expreffions  equal  to  the  fubject ; 
a  difficulty  which  feems  almofb  infuperable  even 
by  your  elevated  genius,  tho'  capable  .of  rifing 
to  the  moft  fublime  topics.  Some  difficulty  too 
you  will  find  in  reconciling  thofe  barbarous  and 
uncourh  names,  efpecially  that  of  the d  king  himfel£ 
to  the  harmony  of  Grecian  numbers.  There  is 
nothing,  however,  fo  hard  that  art  and  induftry 
cannot  mitigate  ac  lead,  if  not  abfolutely  fubdue. 
If  Homer  is  allowed  to  contract  or  lengthen, 
or  change  even  Grecian  names,  which  are  nothing 
harfh  to  the  ear,  in  order  to  make  them  run 
more  fmoothly  in  his  verfe ;  why  mould  the  fame 
liberty  be  refufed  to  you,  efpecially  fince  it  is 

neceffity, 

c  Decebalus,  king  of  the  Dacians,  who  'rather  than  fall 
into  the  hands  of  the  conqueror,  or  live  in  dependence,  put  an 
end  to  his  own  life. 

d  From  hence  Catanceus  conjectures,  upon  the  credit  of 
Orofius,  that  the  true  name  of  the  king  was  Diurpaneus, 
which  was  afterwards  changed  by  the  Greek  and  Latin 
writers,  to  Decebalus, 
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neceffity,  and  not  affectation,  that  pleads  for  the  in- 
dulgence? Come  on  then,  my  friend,  and  after 
having,  as  poets  are  wont,  invoked  the  gods, 
and  among  the  reft,  that  divine  hero%  whofe 
mighty  deeds  and  deep  couniels  you  are  going 
to  celebrate,  loofen  all  your  cordage,  fpread  every 
fail,  and  then,  if  ever,  launch  forth  with  the  full 
flow  of  your  unbounded  genius: — for  you  muft 
allow  me  to  be  poetical,  when  I  am  talking  to  a 
poet.  And  now^I  infift  that  you  fend  me  every 
part,  as  foon  as  it  fliall  have  received  your  lad 
finifhing  touches  3  and  even  before,  while  it  is  only 
a  rough  (ketch,  and  unformed  embryo.  You  will 
tell  me,  that  a  detached  portion  cannot  pleafe, 
like  one  entire  piece,  nor  an  unfinished  plan  be  as 
fatisfactory  as- a  complete  work,  .1  am  lenfible 
it  cannot,  and  therefore  fhall  confider  it  only  as 
in  its  firft  rudiments :  as  a  feparate  and  dis- 
joined member ;  and  mail  lay  it  up  in  my  fcru- 
tore,  to  wait  your  laft  hand.  Indulge  me  then 
with  this  very  fingular  inftance  of  your  affection, 
and  fuffer  me  to  be  privy  to  what  ypu  would 
choofe  to  conceal  even  from  every  other  perfon. 
In  a  word,  though  the  more  time  and  caution  you 
take  in  communicating  your  work  to  the  public, 
the  more,  poffibly,  it  may  heighten  my  efteemand 

approbation 

•  Trajau. 
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approbation  of  the  poet,  yet  the  fooner  and  with 
the  lefs  fcruple  you  lend  it  to  me,  the  more  I  fliall 
love  and  applaud  the  friend.  Farewel. 


LETTER   V. 


OUR  friend  Macrinus   has  received  a  moft 
fevere  wound  :  He  has  loft  his  wife  !  a  lady 
whofe  exemplary  virtues  would  have  rendered  her 
an  ornament  even  to  former  times.  He  lived  with 
her  thirty  -nine  years   in  the  moft  uninterrupted 
harmony.     How  refpe&ful  was  her  behaviour  to 
him  !  and  how  well  did  ihe  herfelf  deferve  the 
higheft  refpeft  !  In  her  character  were  united  all 
thofe  amiable  virtues  that  adorn  and  diftinguilh 
the  different  periods  of  female  life!    It  ihould, 
furely,  afford  great  confolation  to  Macrinus,  that 
he  has  thus  Ions  enjoyed  fo  exquifite  a  bleffing. 
But  that  reflection  feems  only  fo  much  the  more 
to  imbitter  his  lofs  ;  as  indeed  the  pain  of  parting 
with  our  happinefs,  ftill  rifes  in  proportion  to  the 
length  of  its  continuance.     I  cannot  therefore  but 
be  greatly  anxious  for  fo  valuable  a  friend,  till  this 
deep  wound  to  his  peace  mail  be  in  a  ftate  to  ad- 
mit of  proper  applications.     Time  however,  to- 
gether with  a  fatiety  of  grief  itfelf,  will  beft  and  in- 
deed neceflarily  effed  his  cure,    Farewel. 

LET- 
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LETTER    VI.     <To  MONTANUS. 

MY  laft  letter  has  by  this  time,  I  fuppofe,  in- 
formed  you,  that  I  obferved  lately  upon  a 
monument  creeled  to  the  memory  of  Pallas,  the 
following  infcription  :  The  *  fsnate  decreed  to  him 
as  a  reward  for  bis  fidelity  and  affection  to  bis  pa  • 
trcnsj  the  honour  cf  the  Praetorian  ornaments^  toge- 
ther with  the  f urn  of  fifteen  millions  of  Jeft trees  :  but 
he  was  contented  with  accepting  only  the  honour. 
I  afterwards  thought  it  worth  while  to  fearch  for 
the  original  record,  and  it  run  in  a  fbrain  fo  very 
extravagant,  that  this  proud  infcription  feems  mo- 
deft  and  humble,  compared  with  the  terms  of  the 
decree.  The  eulcgiums  which  have  been  given 
to  the  mod  iiluftrious  Romans,  I  do  not  fay  thofe 
of  more  remote  antiquity,  as  the  Scipios  and  the 
Mummii;  but  (to  come  nearer  our  own  times) 
the  Marii,  the  Syllas,  and  the  Ponnpeys,  fail  infU 
nitely  fnort  of  thofe  which  have  been  iavifhed  upon 
this  man.  Was  it  a  fpirit  of  banter,  fball  I  fup- 
pcfc,  or  a  principle  of  flavery  that  produced  this 
decree  ?  I  would  afcribe  it  to  the  former,  were 
riot  raillery  unbecoming  the  dignity  of  the  fenate. 
Muft  it  be  attributed  then  to  be  the  moft  abjedfc 

fubjeclion  ? 

*  See  B,  7.  let.  zpth,  and  the  notes  there. 
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fubjeftiorr  ?  Yet  who  is  fo  wretchedly  funk  as  to 
be  capable  of  fuch  meannefs  !  Or  was  it  the  luft 
of  ambition  that  gave  birth  to  this  decree;  and  the 
mover  of  it  in  the  fenate  propofed  it,  perhaps, 
with  a  view  of  paving  the  way  to  his  own  prefer- 
ment ?  But  whom  can  we  fuppofe  fo  irrational, 
as  to  defire  to  raile  himfelf  at  the  expence  both  of 
his  own  and  the  public  honour,  in  a  common- 
wealth where  the  only  means  to  be  firft  in  rank 
was  to  be  firft  in  flattering  Pallas  ?  Not  to  men- 
tion their  offering  to  a  (lave  the  Praetorian  ho- 
nours ;  they  were  flaves  themfelves  who  made  the 
offer :  not  to  animadvert  upon  that  part  of  their 
decree,  which  fays,  that  Pallas  ought,  not  only  to 
be  intreated,  but  compelled  to  wear  the  b  golden 
ring;  no  doubt  it  was  not  confiftent  with  the  dig- 
nity of  the  fenate,  that  a  perfon  of  Praetorian  rank 
fhould  wear  an  iron  one :  to  pafs  over,  I  fay,  thefe 
lefs  flagrant  inftances ;  mark,  I  befeech  you,  the 
following  very  extraordinary  claufe :  'The fenate  (and 
was  it  not  expiated  in  form  after  fo  vile  a  pollution  ?) 
thejenate  returns  thanks  to  Claudius ,  not  only  for  the 
honourable  mention  he  himfclf  was  pleajed  to  make  of 
Pallas,  but  for  the  opportunity  afforded  the  houfe  alfo 
of  tefiifying  their  benevolence  towards  him.  It  was 
highly  to  the  credit,  no  doubt,  of  the  fenate,  not 

to 

b  None  but  knights  and  fenators  had  the  privilege  of  wear- 
ing a  gold  ring;  as  an  bon  one  was  a  badge  of  ferviiuds. 
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to  appear  deficient  in  point  of  gratitude  to  Pallas ! 
It  goes  on :  I'baf  Pallas,  to  whom  every  man  ac- 
knowledges bis  obligations  in  the  beft  manner  he  is 
able,  may  receive  the  jtift  reward  of  bis  fidelity  and 
Jingular  fervices.  Would  one  not  imagine  that  he 
had  extended  the  bounds  of  the  empire,  or  at  leaft, 
refcued  the  armies  of  the  ftace  ?  But  it  proceeds: 
Jince  no  occaficn  more  agreeable  could  prefent  itjelf  to 
the  fenate  and  the  Roman  people,  cf  exercifmg  their 
liberality,  than  an  opportunity  of  rewarding  one  who 
had  proved  himfelf  Jo  honejl  and  dijintergfted  a  guar- 
dian of  the  emperor's  finances. — Such  was  the  glori- 
ous ambition  of  the  fenate  at  that  time ;  fuch  the 
higheft  pleafure  of  the  people;  fuch  the  mod 
agreeable  occafion  of  exercifmg  their  liberality  ;  to 
have  an  opportunity  of  exhaufting  the  public  trea- 
fures  upon  Pallas  !  It  continues;  the Jenate  therefore 
•voted  that  fifteen  millions  of  fejlerces  foould  be  paid 
to  him  out  of  the  treafury ;  and  as  he  has  a  foul  far 
above  defires  of  this  kind,  that  the  emperor  foould 
be  fo  much  the  more  ftrongly  intreated  to  ufe  his 
authority  with  Pallas,  to  oblige  him  to  comply  with 
the  inclination  of  the  fenate.  Nothing  more  in- 
deed feemed  wanting  to  complete  this  extrava- 
gant fcene,  than  that  the  imperial  authority  fhould 
interpofe  ;  that  Pallas  fhculd  be  prefied  to  yield  to 
the  defires  of  the  fenate  i  that  Caefar  himfelf  fhould 
be  called  upon  to  affift  the  houfe  in  oppofing  this 

info- 
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infolent  piece  of  felf-denial,  left  the  humble  Pallas 
fhould  refafe  fifteen  millions  of  fefterces  !  He  re- 
fufed,  neverthelefs,  the  offer  the  public  made  him. 
of  this  immenfe  fum  j  the  only  thing  he  could 
poflibly  have  done  more  arrogant  than  the  accept- 
ing of  it.  Yet  even  this  the  fenate  applauded,  and 
feem  to  lament  in  the  following  claufe.  But  where- 
as our  excellent  'prime  and  father  of  his  country  has,  at 
the  Inflame  of  Pallas,  exprejfed  his  defire  to  have 
that  fart  of  the  vote  wi.thdrg.wn,  which  relates  to 
the  giving  him  fifteen  millions  of  fefterces  out  of  the 
treajury  ;  the  fenate  declares,  that  it  was  with  much 
willingnefs  and  great  jujlice  they  votedj  among  other 
honours,  the  f aid  intended  fum  to  Pallas,  upon  ac- 
count of  his  fidelity  and  vigilance:  however,  in 
compliance  with  the  emperor's  defire,  which  they 
think  cannot  without  Impiety  be  oppcfed  in  any  in- 
Jiance,  they  obey  it  even  in  the  prefent.  Figure  to 
yourfelf  Pallas  entering  his  proteft,  as  it  were, 
againft  the  decree  of  the  fenate  ;  moderating  the 
honours  which  were  offered  him,  and  refufing, 
as  fomething  much  more  valuable,  the  fifteen 
millions,  when  at  the  fame  time  he  accepted  the 
Praetorian  ornaments,  as  a-prefent  of  an  inferiour 
nature.  Reprefent  to  yourfelf,  Csefar  yielding 
to  the  intreaties  of  his  freed-man  in  the  face  of 
the  fenate,  or  rather  indeed,  obeying  his  com- 
mands j  for  in  the  prefent  inftance,  to  Intreat  wad 
VOL.  IL  Q  to 
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to  command!  Think  of  the  fenate  declaring  in 
every  claufe  of  this  decree,  that  it  was  with  great 
willingnefs  and  jjuftice  the  houfe  intended,  among 
other  honours,  to  prefent  Pallas  with  this  fum  ; 
and  that  it  would  have  infifted  upon  his  ac- 
ceptance, but  in  compliance  with  the  will  of 
the  emperor,  which  it  was  impious  in  any  point 
to  oppofe  !  Was  it  owing  then  only  to  the  ob- 
Jequioufnefs  of  the  fenate,  and  the  modefty  of 
Pallas,  that  he  did  not  receive  fifteen  millions 
out  of  the  treafury  ?  And  was  it  in  this  inftance, 
of  all  others,  that  they  would  have  made  an  ex- 
ception to  their  obedience,  if  they  had  thought  it 
right  to  have  done  fo  in  any  ?  And  now,  after 
all  this,  you  will  imagine  perhaps,  that  you  are 
come  to  the  end.  Have  patience  however,  there 
is  flill  fomething  more  remarkable  to  follow : 
And  whereas  it  is  highly  expedient ,  that  the  generous 
difpcfition  of  the  emperor  to  approve  and  reward 
merit-,  Jhould  be  every  where  made  known  and  ce- 
lebrated, especially  in  Juch  places  where  thofe  who 
have  the  care  and  adminijiralion  of  his  affairs,  may 
be  excited  to  an  imitation  ;  and  whereas  the  approved 
•fidelity  and  integrity  of  Pallas  may  ftimulate  others  to 
emulate  fo  laudable  an  example — It  is  therefore  re- 
Jofoed,  that  the  memorial  which  the  emperor  redde  to 
.the  Jenale  on  the  iZtb  of  January  loft,  together  with 
jhe  decree  cf  the  Jtnate  thereupon,  /hall  le  engraven 

in 
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in  tablets  of  brafs,  and  hung  up  near  the  martial  fta- 
tue  of"  Julius  Cxfar.  It  was  not,  it  feems,  fufficient 
that  the  fenate  alone  ftiould  be  witnefs  to  this  com- 
plicated difgracej  but  the  moft  frequented  place  in 
all  Rome  was  chofen,  in  order  to  difplay  it  to  the 
then  prefent  and  future  times  :  it  was  decreed,  that 
all  the  honours  of  a  moft  infolent  Have,  both  thofe 
which  he  refufed,  and  thofe  which  (as  much  as  in  the 
authors  of  the  decree  lay)  he  had  borne,  fhould  be 
infcribed  in  brafs :  the  Praetorian  diftinctions  de- 
creed to  Pallas  infcribed,  like  ancient  treaties  6r 
facred  laws,  upon  public  and  everlafting  monu- 
ments of  brafs!  fo  great  was  their" 1  know  not 

what  epithet  to  give  it that  the  emperor  chofe  to 

difplay  his  weaknefs,  the  fenate  their  meannefsj  and 
Pallas  his  infoknce,  in  the  face  of  all  the  world  1 
The  fenate  was  not  alhamed  to  colour  this  turpitude 
with  a  fliew  of  reafon ;  and  a  noble  one,  in  truth, 
it  wasi  even  that  others  might  be  encouraged,  by  the 
rewards  conferred  upon  Pallas,  to  a  laudable  emula- 
tion of  Us  condutt!  Thus  contemptible  were  all 
honours  rendered,  even  thofe  which  the  noble 
Pallas  did  not  di'fdain  to  accept !  And  yet  there 
were  found  perfons  of  rank  and  birth,  fo  humble 
as  to  defire  and  folicit  thofe  very  honours  which 
they  faw  thus  offered  by  flaves  and  conferred 

G  2        ,  uport 

*  In  the  Forum* 


?4  THE   LETTERS     Book VIII. 

upon  a  freed-man.  Happy  for  me  that  I  was 
not  born  in  thofe  days,  which  I  cannot  help 
blufhing  for,  as  if  I  had  actually  lived  in  them! 
and  I  doubt  not,  they  raife  the  fame  fentiments  in 
you.  I  know  the  honed  feeling  of  your  temper, 
and  am  perfuaded,  that  if  I  have  been  tranfported 
into  a  greater  warmth  of  exprefllon  than  is  fuit- 
able,  perhaps,  to  a  private  letter,  you  will  think 
I  have  fhewn  rather  too  little,  than  too  much  in- 
dignation. Farewel. 

LETTER    VII.     70  TACITUS. 

WHEN  you  fent  me  your  treatife,  it  was 
not  (as  you  were  pleafed  to  fay  yourfelf)  as 
one  mafter,  or  difciple,  would  communicate  his 
•works  to  another,  but  with  the  condefcenfion  of  a 
preceptor  to  his  fcholar;  for  in  that  relation  I  muft 
confider  myfelf  in  refpect  to  you.  Accordingly  you 
fummon  me  to  my  ftudies,  whilft  I  am  a  playing  the 
truant  and  prolonging  the  Saturnalian  a  holidays.— T 
Tell  me  now,  could  I  have  made  you  a  more  ftiff 
and  aukward  compliment,  or  given  a  ftronger 
proof,  that  I  am  fo  far  from  deferving  to  be  your 
inftructor,  that  I  am  not  even  worthy  to  be  your 
pupil?  However,  I  will  venture  to  aflume  the 
character  you  have  invefted  me  with,  and  exerc 

the 

»  Voll.  p.  1 13.  not. f. 
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the  authority  you  have  given  me  over  your  book  : 
And  with  fo  much  the  more  freedom,  as  I  have 
nothing  of  my  own  to  fend  you,  upon  which  you 
may  take  your  revenge.  Farewel. 


LETTER  VIII. 


HAVE  you  ever  feen  the  fource  of  the  river 
a  Clitumnus  ?  As  I  never  heard  you  men- 
tion it,  I  imagine  not  3  let  me  therefore  advife  you 
to  vifit  it  immediately.  It  is  but  lately  indeed 
I  had  that  pleafure,  and  I  condemn  myfelf  for  not 
having  viewed  it  fooner.  At  the  foot  of  a  little  hill, 
covered  with  venerable  and  fhady  cyprefs  trees,  a 
fpring  iffuesj  which  guihing  out  in  different  and  un- 
equal dreams,  forms  itfelfj  after  feveral  windings, 
into  a  fpacious  bafon,  fo  extremely  clear,  that  you 
may  fee  the  pebbles,  and  the  little  pieces  of  money 
which  are  b  thrown  into  it,  as  they  lie  at  the  bot- 

G  3  torn. 

*  Now  called  Clitumno  :  it  rifes  a  little  below  the  village  of 
Campello  in  Ombria.  The  inhabitants  near  this  river  Hill 
retain  a  notion,  that  its  waters  are  attended  with  a  fupernatu- 
ral  property,  imagining  it  makes  the  cattle  white  that  drink 
of  it  :  a  quality  for  which  it  is  likewife  celebrated  by  many  of 
the  Latin  poets.  See  Addifon's  Travels. 

b  The  heads  of  confiderable  rivers,  hot  fprings,  large  bodies 
of  {landing  water,  &c.  were  efleemed  holy  among  the  Romans, 
and  cultivated  with  religious  ceremonies.  Magnornm  fiummum 
(fays  Seneca)  capita  reveremur;  fubita  &  ex  abdito  vafti  am- 
nis  eruftio  aras  babtt\  (iluntur  aqitarum  calentium  fontts,  & 

Jlagna 
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torn.  From  thence  it  is  carried  off  not  fo  much 
by  the  declivity  of  the  ground,  as  by  its  own 
weight  and  exuberance.  It  is  navigable  almoft  as 
foon  as  it  has  quitted  its  fource,  and  wide  enough  to 
admit  a  free  paflage  for  vefiels  to  pafs  each  other, 
as  they  fail  with  or  againft  the  ftream.  The  cur- 
rent runs  fo  ftrong,  tho'  the  ground  is  level,  that 
the  large  barges  which  go  down  the  river  have 
no  occafion  to  make  ufe  of  their  oars;  while  thofe 
which  afcendj  find  it  difficult  to  advance,  even  with 
the  affiftance  of  oars  and  poles:  and  this  viciflitude 
of  labour  and  eafe,  is  exceedingly  amufing  when 
one  fails  up  and  down  merely  for  pleafure.  The 
banks  on  each  fide  are-fhaded  with  great  numbers 
of  verdant  aih  and  poplar  trees,  as  diftinclly 
reflected  in  the  ftream,  as  if  they  were  actually 
exifting  in  it.  The  water  is  cold  as  fnow,  and.  as 
lucid  too.  Near  it  (lands  an  ancient  and  venerable 
temple,  wherein  is  placed  a  ftatue  reprelenring 
the  river-  god  Clitumnus  in  his  proper  veftment: 
and  indeed  the  prophetic  oracles  here  delivered, 
fufficiently  tellify  the  immediate  prefence  of  that 

divinity. 


qu<rdam,  vcl  cpacitas,  i'el  immenfa  altit-udo  /acra-vif. 
Ep.  41.  It  was  cultomary  to  throw  little  pieces  of  money  into 
thofe  fountains,  lakes,  &c.  which  had  the  reputation  of  being 
facred,  as  a  mark  of  veneration  for  thofe  places,  and  to  render 
the  prefiding  deities  propitious.  Suetonius  mentions  this  prac- 
tice, in  the  annual  vows  which  he  fays  the  Roman  people  made 
fpr  the  health  of  Auguftus.  Suet,  in  vit.  Aug. 
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divinity.    Several  little  chapels  are  fcattered  round, 
dedicated  to  particular  gods  diftinguiihed  by  dif- 
ferent names,  and  fome  of  them  too  prefiding  over 
different   fountains.      For,    betides    the  principal 
fpring,    which    is,    as    it  were,  the  parent  of  all 
the  reft,  there  are  feveral  fmaller  dreams,  which, 
taking  their  rife  from  various  fources,  lofe  them- 
felves  in  the  river  j  over  which  a  bridge  is  thrown, 
that  feparates  the  facred  part  from  that  which  lies 
open  to  common  ufe.    Veffels  are  allowed  to  come 
above  this  bridge,  but  no  perfon  is  permitted  to 
fwim,  c  except  below  it.     The  d  Hifpellates,  to 
whom  Auguftus  gave  this  place,  furnifh  a  public 
bath,  and  like  wife  entertain  all  ilrangers,  at  their 
own    expence.     Several  villas,  attracted  by  the 
beauty  of  this  river,  are  ficuated  upon  its  borders. 
In  fhort,  every  furrounding  object  will  afford  you 
entertainment.    You  may  alfo  amufe  yourfelf  with 
numberlefs  infcriptions,  fixed  upon  the  pillars  and 
walls  by  different  perfons,  celebrating  the  virtues 
of  the  fountain,  and  the  divinity  who  prefides  over 
it.     There  are  many  of  them  you  will  greatly  ad- 
mire, as  there  are  fome  that  will  make  you  laugh; 
but  I  muft  correct  myfelf  when  I  fay  fo ;  you  are 
G  4  too 

c  The  touch  of  a  naked  body  was  thought  to  pollute  thefe 
confecrated  waters,  as  appears  from  a  paffageln  Tacitus,  1.  14. 
.  c.  22. 
Inhabitants  cf  a  town  in  Ombria,  now  called  Spello. 
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too  humane,  I  know,  to  laugh  upon  fuch  an  oo 
cafion.     Farewel. 


LETTER    IX,     STVUiisus. 

IT  is  long  fmce  I  have  taken  Cither  a  book,  or  a 
pen  in  my  hand;  fince  1  have  known  the  fweets 
of  leifure  and  repofe;  fince  I  have  known,  in  fhort, 
that  indolent,  but  agreeable  fatisfaftion  of  doing 
nothing,  and  being  nothing:  fo  much  have  the  af- 
fairs of  my  friends  engaged  me,  and  prevented  me 
from  enjoying  the  pleafures  of  retirement  and  con- 
templation.    There  is  no  fort  of  philofophical  ftu- 
dies,  however,  fufficiently  important  to  fuperfede 
the  offices  of  friendship  j  for,  they  are  offices,  which 
philofophy  herfelf  teaches  us  moft  religioufly  to. 
clifcharge.     Farewel, 

LETTER   X.     r<?FABATus*. 

"VTOUR  concern  to  hear  of  my  wife's  mif- 
A  carriage,  will  be  equal,  I  know,  to  the 
carneft  defire  you  have  that  we  Ihould  make  you  a 
great  grand-father.  The  inexperience  of  her  youth 
rendered  her  ignorant  that  Ihe  was  breeding  j  fo 

tha,; 

*  His  wife's  grandfather. 
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that  fhe  not  only  neglected  the  proper  precautions, 
put  managed  herfelf  in  a  way  extremely  unfuitable 
Co  a  perfon  in  her  circumftances.  But  (he  has 
feverely  atoned  for  her  miftake,  by  the  utmoft 
hazard  of  her  life.  Tho'  you  certainly  will  be 
afflicted  to  fee  yourfelf  thus  difappointed  in  your 
advanced  age,  of  the  immediate  hopes  of  leaving 
a  family  behind  youj  yet  it  deferyes  your  grati- 
tude to  the  Gods,  that  in  the  prefervation  of  your 
grand-daughter,  you  have  ftill  reafon  to  expect 
that  bleffing :  an  expectation  fo  much  the  more 
affured,  as  fhe  has  given  this  proof,  tho'  an  un- 
happy one  indeed,  of  her  being  capable  of  bearing 
children.  Thefe  at  leaft,  are  the  reflections  by 
which  I  endeavour  to  confirm  my  own  hopes,  and 
confole  myfelf  under  my  prefent  difappointment. 
You  cannot  more  ardently  defire  to  have  great- 
grand-children,  than  I  to  have  children ;  as  the 
idignity  of  both  our  families  feems  to  open  to  them 
a  fure  road  to  honours,  and  they  will  inherit  the 
glory  of  defcending  from  a  long  race  of  anceftors, 
whofe  fame  is  as  extenfive  as  their  nobility  is  an- 
cient. May  we  but  have  the  pleafure  of  feeing 
them  born,  it  will  make  us  amends  for  the  prefent 
mortification !  Farewel. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XL     J*  HISPULLA". 

WHEN  I  confidcr  that  you  love  your  niece 
even  more  fondly  than  if  fhe  were  your 
(  own  daughter,  I  ought  in  the  firft  place  to  inform 
you  of  her  recovery,  before  I  tell  you  fhe  has 
been  ill ;  that  the  fentiments  of  joy  at  the  one, 
may  leave  you  no  leifure  to  be  afflicted  at  the 
other.  Tho'  I  fear  indeed,  after  your  firft  tranf- 
ports  of  gratulation  are  over,  you  will  feel  fome 
concern;  and  in  the  midft  of  your  joy  for  the  dan- 
ger fhe  has  efcaped,  will  tremble  at  the  thought 
of  that  which  me  has  undergone.  She  is  now, 
hwe  ver,  in  good  fpirits,  and  again  reftored  to  her- 
felf  and  to  me ;  and  is  recovering  her  ftrength  and 
health,  as  fafc  as  fhe  loft  them.  To  fay  the  truth, 
(and  I  may  now  fafely  tell  it  you)  her  life  was  in  the 
utmoft  danger ;  not  indeed  from  any  fault  of  her 
own,  but  a  little  from  the  inexperience  of  her  youth. 
To  this  muft  be  imputed  the  caufe  of  her  mifcar- 
riage,  and  the  fad  experience  fhe  has  had  of  the 
confequence  of  not  knowing  me  was  breeding. 
But  tho'  this  misfortune  has  deprived  you  at  pre- 
fent  of  a  nephew,  or  a  niece,  to  confole  you  for 
the  lofs  of  your  brother ;  you  mould  reflect  that 

it 

8  His  wife's  aunt. 
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it  is  a  blefling  which  feems  rather  to  be  deferred 
than  denied,  fince  her  life  is  preferved  from  whom 
that  happinefs  is  to  be  expected.  I  intreat  you 
then  to  reprefent  this  accident  to  your  a  father  in 
the  moft  favourable  light}  as  your  fex  are  the  bed 
advocates  in  cafes  of  this  kind,  Farewel. 


LETTER  XII.     To  MINUTIANUS. 

I  Beg   you  to  excufe  me  this  one  day :    Titi- 
nius  Capito  is  to  recite  a  performance  of  his, 
and  I  know  not  whether  it  is  moft  my  inclination, 
or  my  duty  to  attend  him.     He  is  a  man  of  a  mofl 
amiable  difpofition,  and  juftly  to  be  numbered  a- 
mong  the  brighteft  ornaments  of  the  prefen:  age. 
He  diligently  cultivates  the  polite  arts  himfelfj  and 
generoufly  admires  and  encourages  them  in  others; 
to  many  of  whom  he  is  the  protector,  the  refuge,  and 
the  liberal  patron;  as  he  is  to  all  of  them  a  bright 
and  exemplary  model.    In  a  word,  he  is  the  reftorer 
and  reformer  of  literature,  now  alas !    well  nigh 
finking  into  total  negleft  and  decay.     His  houfe 
is  open  to  every  man  of  genius  who  has  any  works 
to   rehearfe;    and   it   is  not  there  alone  that  he 
attends   thefe  affemblies  with  the  moft  obliging 

good. 

a  Fabatus,  grandfather  to  Calphurnia,  Pliny's  wife. 
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good-nature.     I  am  fure  at  lead  he  never  once  ex- 
cufed  himfelf  from  mine,  if  he  happened  to  be  at 
Rome.     I  fhould  therefore  with  a  more  than  ordi- 
nary ill  grace  refufe  to  return  him  the  fame  favour, 
efpecially  upon  fo  honourable  an  occafion.    Should 
not  I  think  myfelf  obliged  to  a  man,  who,  if  I  were 
engaged  in  any  law-fuit,  generoufly  attended  the 
Caufe  in  which  I  was  interested?  And  am  I  lefs  in- 
debted^ now  that  my  whole  care  and  bufmefs  is  of 
the  literary  hind,  for  his  afliduity  in  m  yconcerws 
of  this  fortj    which,  if  not  the  only,  is  however 
the  principal  inftance  wherein   I  can  be  obliged  r 
But  tho' 1  pwetf  him  no  return  of  this  natures  tho'  1 
were  not  engaged  to  him  by  the  reciprocal  tie  of  the 
fame  good  offices  he  has  done  me;  yet  not  only 
the  powers  of  his  extenfive  genius,  as  elegantly 
polifhed  as  it  is  feyerely  correct,  but  the  dignity  of 
his  fubjectj  would  ftrongly  incite  me  to  be  of  his 
audience.    He  has  written  an  account  of  the  deaths 
of  feveral  illuftrious  perfons,  fome  of  whom  were 
my  particular  friends.     It  is  a  pious  office  then,  it 
fhould  feem,  as  I  could  not  be  prefent  at  their  ob- 
fequies,   to    attend,  at  leaft,  this  (as  I  may  call 
it)    their    funeral    oration  •>  which  tho*  a  late,  is 
however  for  that  very  reafon,  a  more  unfulpecled 
tribute  to  their  memories.     Farewel. 


LET- 
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LETTER   XIII.     ?0GENiALis. 

I  Much  approve  of  your  having  read  my  ora* 
tions  with  your  father.  It  is  highly  for  your 
advantage  to  learn  from  a  man  of  his  eloquence, 
what  to  admire  in  compofitions  of  this  kind,  and 
what  to  condemn;  as  you  will  at  the  fame  time  be 
trained  up  in  an  habitual  cuftom  of  fpeaking  your 
real  fentiments.  You  fee  whofe  fteps  it  is  you  ought 
to  follow;  and  happy  are  you  in  having  a  living 
example  before  you,  which  is  at  once  the  neareft 
and  the  nobleft  model  you  can  purfue !  In  a  word, 
that  he  whom  nature  defigned  you  mould  moft 
refemble,  is,  of  all  others,  the  perfon  whom  you 
fhould  moft  endeavour  to  imitate.  Farewel. 


LETTER   XIV.     To  ARISTO. 

AS  you  are  no  lefs  acquainted  with  the  politi- 
cal law  of  your  country,  (which  includes  the 
cuftoms  and  ufages  of  the  fenate)  than  with  the  ci- 
vil, I  am  particularly  defirous  to  have  your  opini- 
on, whether  I  was  miftaken  in  an  affair  which  late- 
ly came  before  the  houfe.  This  I  requefb,  not  with  a 
view  of  being  directed  in  my  judgement  as  to  what  is 
pafled,  (for  that  is  now  too  late)  but  in  order  to  know 

how 
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how  to  conduct  myfclf,  if  any  cafe  of  the  fame  na- 
ture fhould  hereafter  happen  to  arife.  You  will  afk, 
perhaps,  why  I  apply  to  you  for  information  con- 
cerning a  point,  wherein  I  ought  to  be  well  in- 
ftrufted?  But  the  tyranny  of*  former  reigns,  as  it 
introduced  a  neglect  and  ignorance  of  all  other 
parts  of  ufeful  knowledge,  fo  particularly  of  what 
relates  to  the  cuftoms  of  the  fenate;  for  who  is 
there  fo  idly  induftrious  as  to  endeavour  to  learn, 
•what  he  never  can  have  an  opportunity  of  prac- 
tifing  ?  Befides,  it  is  not  very  eafy  to  retain 
even  the  knowledge  one  has  acquired,  where  no 
occafion  of  exercifing  it  occurs.  Hence  it  wasj 
that  Liberty,  at  her  b  return,  found  us  totally  igno- 
rant and  inexperienced  in  what  relates  to  her 
intereft;  and  thus,  in  our  eageraefs  to  tafte  her 
fweets,  we  are  fometimes  hiHried  on  to  action, 
ere  we  are  well  informed  in  what  manner  it  is 
proper  we  mould  ad.  But  it  was  wifely  provided 
by  the  inftitution  of  our  anceftors,  that  the  young 
men  mould  learn  from  the  old,  not  only  by 
precept,  but  by  their  own  obfervation,  how  to 
behave  in  that  fphere,  wherein  they  were  one 
day  themfelves  to  move;  as  thefe,  in  their  turn, 
tranfmitted  the  fame  mode  of  inftruction  to 
their  children.  Upon  this  principle  it  was,  that 

the 

a  Thcfe  of  Nero  and  Domidan. 

*  When  Nerva  and  Trajan  received  the  empire. 
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the  youth  were  fent  early  into  the  army,  that  by 
being  taught  to  obey,  they  might  learn  to  com- 
mand, and  whilft  they  followed  others,  might  be 
trained  by  degrees  to  become  leaders  themfelves. 
And  thus,  when  they  were  candidates  for  any  of- 
fice, they  were  obliged  to  {land  at  the  entrance  of 
the  fenate,  that  they  might  be  fpectators,  before 
they  were  admitted  parties  in  the  public  council 
of  the  empire.  The  father  of  each  youth  was  his 
inftrutlor  upon  thefe  occafionsj  or  if  he  were 
dead,  fome  perfon  of  years  and  dignity  fupplied  the 
place  of  a  father.  Accordingly  they  were  taught  by 
that  fured  method  of  difcipline,  Example,  how  far 
the  right  of  propofing  any  law  to  the  fenate  extend- 
ed j  what  privileges  a  fenator  had  in  delivering  his 
opinion  in  the  houfe ;  the  power  of  the  magistrates 
in  that  affembly,  and  the  rights  of  the  reft  of  the 
members ;  where  it  is  proper  to  yield,  and  where 
to  infill;  when  and  how  long  to  fpeak,  and  when 
to  be  filent  j  how  to  diftinguifh  and  feperate  com- 
plicated and  tnconfifr.ent  proportions a,  and  how  to 
improve  upon  another  member's  motion:  in  a  word, 
they  learnt  by  this  means,  whatever  relates  to  the 

conduct 

a  If  any  opinion  propofed  to  the  Senate,  was  thought  too 
general,  and  to  include  feverai  diilinft  articles,  fome  of  which 
might  be  approved,  and  others  rejected,  it  was  ufual  to  require 
that  it  might  be  divided  :  and  this  they  fometimes  did  by  a 
general  voice  of  the  aflembly,  crying  out,  d'widt,  divide^ 
Middiet.  Treat,  en  the  Roman  Senate,  137. 
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conduct  of  a  fenator  in  the  houfe.  As  for  myfelf, 
it  is  true,  I  ferved  in  the  army  when  I  was  a  youth ; 
but  it  was  at  a  time  when  courage  was  fufpeded, 
and  want  of  fpirit  honoured ;  when  generals  were 
without  authority,  and  foldiers  without  modefty ; 
when  there  were  neither  difcipline  nor  obedience  in 
the  camp,  but  all  was  riot,  diforder,  and  confufion ; 
in  fhort,  when  it  was  happier  to  forget,  than  to 
remember  what  one  learnt.  I  attended  likewilc 
in  my  youth  the  fenate,  but  a  fenate  that  was  mute 
and  difpirited ;  where  it  was  dangerous  to  fpeak 
one's  fentiments,  and  infamous  to  be  filent.  What 
fatisfaction  in  learning,  or  indeed  what  could  be 
learnt,  when  the  fenate  fate  in  the  utmofl  indolence, 
or  acted  with  the  higheft  infamy  !  when  they 
were  convened  either  for  cruel  or  ridiculous  pur- 
pofes a  -,  and  when  their  deliberations  were  never 

ferious 

'  The  fourth  fatire  of  Jnvenal  will  ferve  as  a  comment  up- 
on this  pafiage,  where  he  acquaints  us  that  a  turbot  of  a  molt 
enormous  fize  being  prefented  to  Domitian,  he  immediately 
convened  the  fenate,  in  order  to  confult  in  what  manner  it 
fliould  be  drefled.  The  poet  mentions  the  names  of  the  per. 
ions  who  fpoke  in  this  remarkable  debate,  together  with  their 
feveral  opinions  upon  a  queftion  fo  important,  concluding  his 
fatire  with  this  pathetic  wifh  : 

jltque  uiinam  kh  potlus  nugis  tola  iUa  dtJ;JTr; 
tTfmforaf<£<viii<s,  claras  quibus  abftuiit  urii 
Illuftrejque  animas  iatpune  f——  Sat.  4* 

Ah  !  as  this  day,  that  he  had  fpent  the  reft, 
And  his  dire  reign  had  only  been  a  jell ! 
Nor  Rome  her  ncbleft  blood  had  tamely  fceu 
Flow  unreverg'd  '. 
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ferious,  tho'  often  fad.  But  I  was  not  only  a  wit- 
nefs  to  this  fcene  of  wretchednefs,  as  a  fpeciator; 
I  bore  my  fhare  of  it  too  as  a  fenator,  and  both 
faw  and  fuffered  under  it  for  many  years;  which 
fo  broke  and  damped  my  fpirits,  that  they  have 
not  even  yet  been  able  fully  to  recover  them- 
felves.  It  is  but  within  a  fhort  time  (for  all  time 
feems  Ihort  in  proportion  to  its  happinefs)  fince 
we  could  take  any  pleafure  in  knowing  what 
relates  to,  or  in  exercifing  the  duties  of,  our  fta- 
tion.  Upon  thefe  confiderations  therefore,  I  may 
reafonably  entreat  you,  in  the  firft  place  to  par- 
don my  errour>  (if  I  have  committed  one)  and 
in  the  next,  to  lead  me  out  of  it  by  your  fupe- 
riour  knowledge :  for,  I  am  fenfible  you  have  ever 
been  diligent  to  inquire  into  the  conftitution  of 
our  country,  both  with  reipe6t  to  its  public  and 
private,  its  ancient  and  modern,  its  general  and 
particular  laws.  I  am  perfuaded  indeed  the  point 
upon  which  I  am  going  to  confult  you,  is  fo 
fmgular,  that  even  thofe  whole  great  experience  in 
public  bufinefs,  muft  have  made  them,  one  fhould 
fuppofe,  acquainted  with  every  thing  of  this  nature, 
were  either  doubtful  or  abfolutely  ignorant  in  what 
manner  to  proceed.  I  fhall  be  the  more  excufable, 
therefore,  if  I  happen  to  have  been  miflaken ;  as  you 
will  gain  fo  much  the  higher  praife,  if  you  can 
Vol.  II.  H  fee 
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fet"  me  right  in  an  affair,  which  it  is  not  clear  has 
ever  yet  fallen  within  your  obfervation.     The  en- 
quiry then  before  the  houfe  was,  concerning  th« 
death  of  Afranius  Dexter,  who  being  found  mur- 
dered, it  was  uncertain  whether  he  fell  by  his  own 
hands,  or  by  thofe  of  his  freedmen;  and  if  the 
latter,  whether  they  committed  the  fact  in  b  obe- 
dience   to    the    commands  of  Afranius,  or  were 
prompted  to  it  by  their  own  villainy.     After  they 
had  been  put  to  the  torture,  a  certain   fenator 
(it   is  of  no  importance  to  mention  his  name, 
but  if  you  are  defirous  to  know,  it  was  myfelf) 
was  for  acquitting  them;  another  propofed  that 
they  mould  be  banifhed ;  and  a  third  that  they 
mould  fuffer  death.     Thefe  feveral  opinions  were 
fo   extremely  different,    that  it    was    impofiible 
either  of  them  could  ftand  with  the  other ;  and 
therefore    in    taking    the  votes,    I  thought  they 
ought  to  be  numbered  feparately.    For,  what  is 
there  in  common  between  the  opinion  of  thofe  who 
deemed    the   accufed   deferved   banimment,  and 
thofe  who  were  of  opinion  they  merited  death  ? 
certain]y  nothing  more,  than  between  thofe  who 

voted 

k  Thcfe  who  deftroyed  themfelves,  frequently  made  ufe  of 
the  hands  of  their  (laves  for  that  purpofe.  Thus  Brutu* 
and  Caflius,  after  the  lofs  of  that  fatal  battle  which  decided 
the  liberties  of  Rome,  ran  each  of  them  up oa  the  iwords  of 
thtir  flaves.  Florus,  1.  4.  c.  7. 
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voted  for  banifliment,  and  the  others  who  were  for 
acquitting  the  prifoners.     Tho*  indeed  he  who  was 
for    difcharging  them,  approached  nearer  to  the 
fentiments  of  hirri  who  propofed  exile,  than  the 
other  who  moved  that  they  mould  fuffer  death : 
for  both  the  former  agreed  at  leaft  in  this,  that 
their   lives   fhould  be  fpared,  whereas  the  latter 
were  for  a  capital  conviction*     In  the  mean  while, 
thofe  fenators  who  were  for  puniming  with  death, 
and  thofe  who  propofed  banimment,  fate  together 
on  the  fame  fide  of  the  houfe :  and  thus  by  a  pre-» 
fent  appearance  of  union,  covered   their  real  dif- 
agreement.     I  moved  therefore,  that  each  of  the 
three   opinions    fhould    be  feparately  voted,  and 
that  two  of  them  fhould  not,  under  favour  of  a  fhort 
truce  between  themfelves,  join  againft  the  third. 
I  infifted  that  fuch  of  the  members  who  were  for 
capital  punilhment  fhould  divide  from  the  others 
who   voted    for  banimment;  and  that  thefe  two 
diftinft  parties  fhould  not  be  permitted  to  form 
themfelves    into    a  body,  in  oppofition  to  thofe 
who  declared  for  acquittal,  when  they  would  imme-» 
diately  after  difunite  again :  for  it  was  not  material 
that  they  agreed  in  difliking  one  of  the  propofals, 
fmce  they  differed  with  refpect  to  the  other  two.    It 
feemed  very  extraordinary,  that  he  who  moved  that 
the  freedmen  fhould  be  bammed,  and  the  Haves  fufFer 
H  2  death, 


death,  fhould  not  be  allowed  to  join  thefe  two  mo- 
tions in  one,  but  that  the  queftion  fhould  be  ordered 
to  be  put  to  the  houfe  in  the  disjunctive ;  and  yet 
that  the  votes  of  thofe  who  were  for  inflicting  capi- 
tal punifhment  upon  the  freedmen,  fhould  be  taken 
in  conjunction  with  thofe  who  were  for  banifhing 
them.     For,  if  in  the  former  inftance,  it  was  rea- 
fonable  that  the  motion  fhould  be  divided,  becaufe 
it  comprehended  two  diftinct  propofitionsj  I  could 
not  fee  why  in  the  latter  cafe,  fuffrages  fo  extremely 
different   fhould  be  thrown  into  the  fame  fcale. 
Permit  me  then,  notwithstanding  the  point  is  al- 
ready determined,  to  go  over  it  again  as  if  it  were 
ftill  undecided,  and  to  lay  before  you  thofe  rea- 
fons  at  my  eafe,  which  I  offered  to  the  houfe  in 
the  midft  of  much  interruption  and  clamour.     Let 
us  fuppofe  there  had  been  only  three  judges  ap- 
pointed   to   hear   this   caufe,   one  of  which  was 
of  opinion  that  the  parties  in  queftion  deferved 
death;    the   other  that  they  fhould  only  be  ba- 
nifhed;  and  the  third  that  they  ought *to  be  ac- 
quitted :  fhould  the  two  former  unite  their  weight 
to  overpower  the  latter,  or  fhould  each  be  fepa- 
rately  balanced?     For,  the  firft  and  feccnd  are  no 
more  compatible  with  each  other  than  the  fecond 
and  third.     They  ought  therefore  to  be  counted 
in  the  fenate  as  contrary  opinions,  fince  they  were 
2  delivered 
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delivered   as  different  ones.     Suppofe   the  fame 
perfon  had  moved,  that   they   Ihould   both  have 
been  banifhed  and  put  to  death  j   could  they  pof- 
fibly,  in  purfuaiice  of  this  opinion,  have  fuffered 
both  punifhments  ?  Or  could  it  have  been  efteem- 
ed  as  one  confiftent   motion,  when  it  united  two 
fuch  different  decifions  ?    Why  then  fhould    the 
fame  opinion,  when  delivered  by  diftinct  perfons, 
be  confidered    as   one  and   entire,    which  would 
not  be  deemed  fo  ifpropofed  by  a  fingle  man? 
Does  not  the  law  manifeftly  imply,   that  a  dif- 
tinction   is  to  be  made  between   thofe   who  are 
for  a  capital  conviction,  and  thofe  who  are  for 
banifhment  in  the  very  form  of  words  made  ule 
of  when   the  houfe   is  ordered    to  divide  ?  Tou 
who  are  of  Juch  an  opinion,  come  to  this  Jide,  yon 
who  are  of  any  other  go  over  fo  the  fide  of  him 
whofe  opinion  you  follow.      Let   us  examine   this 
form,  and  weigh  every  fentence  :  Tou  who   are  of 
this  opinion  :  that  is,  for  inftance,  you  who  are  for 
banifhrnent,  come  on  this  fide ;    namely,    on    the 
fide  of  him  who  moved  for  banifhment.     From 
whence  it  is  clear  he  cannot  remain  on  the  fide  of 
thofe  who  are  for  death.      Tou  who  are  for  any 
other :   obferve,   the   law    is    not  contented  with 
barely    faying  another,   but    it   adds  any.     Now 
cai  there  be  a  doubt,  whether  they  who  declare 

H  3  for 


THE    LETTERS      BookVIH. 

for  a  capital  conviction  arc  of  any  other  opinion, 
than  thofe  who  propofe  exile !  Go  over  to  the  fide 
cf  him  whofe  opinion  you  follow :   doe,s    not   the 
law  feem,  as   it  were,  to  force  thofe  who  are  of 
different  fentiments  to  contrary  fides  ?  Does  not 
the  Conful  himfelf  point  out,  not  only  by  this  fo- 
lemn  form  of  words,  but  by  his  hand  and  gefture, 
the  place  in  which  every  man  is  to  remain,  or  to 
which  he  is  to  go  over  ?  "  But,  it  is  objected,  if 
<c  this  feparation  be  made  between  thofe  who  vote 
<e  for  inflicting  death,  and  thofe  who  are  on  the 
*'  fide  of  exile,  the  opinion  for  acquitting  the 
c<  prifoners  muft  neceflfarily  prevail."     But  how 
does  that  affect  the  parties  who  vote  ?  Certainly 
it  becomes  not  them  to  contend  by  every  art, 
and  urge  every  expedient,  that  the  milder  fentence 
may  not  take  place.     "  Still,  fay  they,  thofe  who 
<e  are  for  condemning  the  accufed,  either  capitally 
**  or  to  banifhment,  fhould  firft  be  fet  in  oppofi- 
<f  tion  to  thofe  who  are  for  abfolving  them,  and 
fe  afterwards  weighed  againft  each  other."    Thus 
as  in  certain  public  games,  fome  are  by  lot  to  en- 
gage with  the  conqueror  j  fo,  it  feems,  in  the  fe- 
nate,  there  is  a  firft  and  fecond  combat,  and  of  two 
different  fentiments,  the  prevailing  one  has  ftill  a 
third  to  contend  with.     What  ?  when  any  particu- 
lar opinion  is  received,  do  not  all  the  reft  fall  of 

courfe  ? 
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courfe  ?  Is  it  reafonable  then,  that  one  fhould  be 
thrown  into  the  fcale  merely  to  weigh  down  another  ? 
To  exprefs  my  meaning  more  plainly :  unlefs.  the 
two  parties,  who  are  reipectively  for  capital  pu<- 
nilhment  and  exile,  immediately  feparate  upon  the 
firft  divifion  of  the  houfe,  it  would  be  to  no  purpofe 
afterwards  to  diffent  from  thofe  with  whom  they 
had  joined  before. — But  I  am  dictating  inftead  of 
receiving  inftrudtion. — Tell  me  then  whether  you 
think  thefe  votes  fhould  have  been  taken  fepa- 
rately? My  fentiments,  'tis  true,  prevailed  j  ne- 
verthelefs  J  am  defirous  to  know  whether  you 
think  I  ought  to  have  infifted  upon  this  point,  or 
have  yielded,  as  that  member  did  who  declared  for 
capital  punifhment?  For,  convinced,  I  will  not 
fay  of  the  legality,  but  at  lead  of  the  equity  of  my 
propofal,  he  receded  from  his  own  opinion,  and 
went  over  to  the  party  for  exile ;  fearing,  perhaps, 
if  the  votes  were  taken  feparately  (which  he  faw 
would  be  the  cafe)  the  freedmen  would  be  acquit-, 
ted:  For,  the  numbers  were  far  greater  on  that 
fide  than  on  either  of  the  other  two,  feparately. 
counted.  The  confequence  was,  that  thofe  who 
had  been  influenced  by  his  authority,  when  they  faw 
themfelves  forfaken  b^  his  going  over  to  the  other 
party,  gave  up  a  motion  which  they  found  aban- 
fbned  by  the  firft  propofer,  and  deferted,  if  I  may  fo 
€ xprefs  it,  with  their  leader.  Thus  the  three  opinions 

Ji  4  terminate^ 
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terminated  at  length  in  two:  and  of  thofc,  one 
prevailed,  and  the  other  was  rejected;  while  the 
third,  as  it  was  not  powerful  enough  to  conquer 
"both  the  others,  had  only  to  choofe  to  which  of 
the  two  it  would  yield.  Farewel. 

LETTER    XV.     7*  JUNIOR. 

FEAR  I  have  over-loaded  you  by  fend- 
ing fo  many  volumes  at  once  j  but  if  I  have, 
remember  it  was  your  own  requeft.  Befides,  as 
you  wrote  me  word  you  were  likely  to  reap  but 
little  from  the  fruits  of  your  vineyards,  I  imagined 
you  would  be  at  leifure  to  reap  (as  we  fay)  the 
fruits  of  learning.  I  have  received  the  fame  bad 
accounts  of  my  own  farms;  and  am  therefore  at  lei- 
fure to  compofe  tracts  for  you,  provided  I  can  but 
raife  money  fufficient  to  furnifh  me  with  good 
parchment.  For  fhould  I  be  reduced  to  ufe  the 
coarfe  and  fpongy  fort,  I  muft  either  not  write  at 
all,  or  whatever  I  compofe,  whether  good  or  bad, 
muft  neceflarily  undergo  one  general  blot !  Fare- 
wel. 
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LETTER    XVI.     Sft  PATERNUS. 

THE  ficknefs  which  has  lately  run  thro'  my 
family,  and  carried  off  feveral  of  my  do- 
meftics,  fome  of  them  too  in  the  prime  of  their 
years,  has  deeply  afflicted  me.  I  have  two  confo- 
lations,  however,  which  tho'  they  are  not  adequate 
to  fo  confiderable  a  lofs,  ftill  they  are  confolations. 
One  is,  that  as  I  have  always  very  readily  manu- 
mized  my  flaves,  their  death  does  not  feem  alto- 
gether immature,  if  they  lived  long  enough  to  re- 
ceive their  freedom:  the  other,  that  I  have  allowed 
them  to  make  a  kind  of  will,  a  which  I  obferve  as 
religioufly  as  if  they  were  legally  entitled  to  that 
privilege.  I  receive  and  obejr  their  lad  requefts, 
as  fo  many  abfolute  commands,  fuffering  them  to 
difpofe  of  thdr  effects  to  whom  they  pleafe;  with, 
this  fingle  reftriction,  that  they  leave  them  to  fome 
of  the  family :  which  to  perfons  in  their  ftation 
is  to  be  confidered  as  a  fort  of  commonwealth. 
But  tho'  I  endeavour  to  acquiefce  under  thefe  re- 
flections, yet  the  fame  tendernefs  which  led  me  to 
fhew  them  thefe  indulgences,  ftill  breaks  out  and 
renders  me  too  fenfibly  affected  by  their  deaths. 

However, 

*  A  flave  could  acquire  no  property,  and  confequently  was 
^capable  by  law  of  making  a  will. 


io6         THE   LETTERS      Book  VIII. 

However,  I  would  not  wilh  to  be  incapable  of 
thefe  tender  impreflions  of  humanity  j  tho*  the 
generality  of  the  world,  I  know,  look  upon  lofles 
of  this  kind  in  no  other  view,  than  as  a  dimunition 
of  their  property,  and  fancy  by  cherifhing  fuch 
an  unfeeling  temper,  they  difcover  fuperiour  for- 
titude and  philofophy.  Their  fortitude  and  phi- 
lofophy,  I  will  not-  difpute,  but  humane,  I  am  furc 
they  are  not  j  for  it  is  the  very  criterion  of  true 
manhood  to  feel  thofe  impreffions  of  forrow,  which 
it  endeavours  to  refill  j  and  to  admit,  not  to  be 
above  the  want  of,  confolation.  But  perhaps  I  have 
detained  you  too  long  upon  this  fubjecl,— tho'  not 
fo  long  as  I  would.  There  is  a  certain  pleafure  in 
giving  vent  to  one's  grief;  efpecially  when  we 
pour  out  our  forrow  in  the  bofom  of  a  friend,  who 
will  approve,  or,  at  leaft,  pardon  our  tears.  a  Fare- 
wel, 

LET- 

a  There  is  fomething  fo  uncommonly  amiable  in  this 
Family  Piece,  that  the  reader  cannot  be  difpleafed  with  being 
flopped  a  moment  to  take  a  fecond  view  of  it.  If  nothing  re- 
mained of  Pliny,  but  this  fingle  Trait  of  his  character,  we  might 
neverthelefs  affurediy  pronounce  of  him,  that  he  was  ennobled 
by  every  focial  virtue:  for  as  it  is  certain  the  greateft  minds 
have  ever  been  moil  open  to  impreffions  of  the  humane  kind ;  fo 
every  moral  virtue  neceflarily  flows  from  benevolence  as  from, 
its  true  and  genuine  fonrce.  It  is  impcffible  that  a  man  who  has 
a  juil  feeling  of  the  calamities  of  others,  can  deliberately  break 
thro'  the  moral  ties  of  any  kind  ;  becaufe  it  is  certain  he  can- 
not do  fo,  without  being  the  occafion  of  fuffering  to  thofe 
>vho  Hand  within  the  influence  of  the  particular  aclioa.  .This 
9  prin- 
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IS  the  feafon  with  you  as  rude  and  boifterous 
as  it  is  with  us  ?  AH  here  is  temped  and  inun- 
dation. The  Tiber  has  fwelled  its  channel,  and 
overflowed  its  banks  far  and  wide.  Tho'  the  wife 
precaution  of  the  emperor  had  guarded  againft 
this  evil,  by  cutting  feveral  outlets  to  the  river ;  it 
has  neverthelefs  flooded  all  the  fields  and  vallies, 
and  entirely  over fp read  the  whole  face  of  the  flat 
country.  It  feems  to  have  gone  out  to  meet  thofe 
rivers  which  it  ufed  to  receive  and  carry  off  in  one 

united 

principle  alfo  will  ever  afford  the  moft  unerring  teft  of  pa- 
triotifm,  or  the  public  affedtions ;  for  the  cruel  and  unrelent- 
ing in  private  and  domeftic  life,  can  never  adl  upon  the  true 
notion  of  liberty,  in  the  more  enlarged  relations  of  public 
concerns.  With  great  jultice  therefore,  our  author  makes 
this  generous  principle  the  evidence  of  real  manhood ;  as 
Juvenal  defcribes  a  tender nefs  of  difpofition  to  be  the  prin- 
cipal note  of  diftin&ion,  which  nature  has  marked  out  between 
(he  rational  and  brute  creation : 


•MolliJ/ima  corda 


Humano  generi  dare  J'e  natura  fatetur, 

£>u<s  lachrymal,  dedit.     Hac  ncjiri  pars  optima  fenfus» 

1     ^uis  enim  bonus?— • 
Vila  aliena  Jibi  credat  mala  ?  fefarat  hoc 
Nos  a  grege  mutorum  ,  Satyr.  15, 

Heaven  gave  the  tear  humane,  a  fign  confeft, 
Soft  pity  dwells  within  the  mortal  bread  ; 
That  nobleft  paffion  nobleft  bofoms  know  !     — . 
Turn'd  ever  virtue  from  another's  woe  ? 
?Tis  man's  great  privilege,  the  glorious  line 
f  hat  marks  from  brute,  the  human  foul  divine. 
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united  ftream ;  and  has  driven  them  back  to  de- 
luge thofe  countries,  it    could    not  icfelf   reach. 
That  mod  delightful  of  rivers,  the  b  Anio,  which 
feems  invited  and  detained  in  its  courfe  by  the 
charming  villas  that  are  fituated  upon  its  banks, 
has  almoft  entirely  rooted  up  and   carried  away 
the  woods  which  Jhaded  its  borders.     It  has  over- 
thrown whole  mountains,  and  in  endeavouring  to 
find  a  pafiage  thro*  the  ruins  that  obftruded  its 
way,  has  forced  down  houfes,  and  rifen  over  the  de- 
folation  it  has  occafioned.     The  inhabitants  of  the 
hill  countries,  who  are  fituated  above  the  reach  of 
this  inundation,  have  been  the  melancholy  fpeda- 
tors  of  its  dreadful  effects  ;  having  feen  coftly  fur- 
niture,   inftruments  of  husbandry,  ploughs,   and 
oxen  with  their  drivers,  whole   herds  -of  cattle, 
together  with  the  trunks  of  trees,  and  beams  of 
fhe  neighbouring  villas,  floating  about  in  different 

parts. 

*  Now  called  theTVcwvaf,  which  falls  into  the  Tiber  about 
three  miles  from  Rome.  The  eloquent  Balzac,  fpeaking  of  a 
little  river,  has  a  thought  which  is  celebrated  by  Bohours :  * 
Cette  belle  eau  (fays  he)  aime  ttllement  ce  pais,  qu'elle  fe  divife 
en  mil'e  branches,  &  fait  une  infinite  e/'i/Ies  &  de  tours,  a  Jin  de 
s'j  amufer  Advantage.  But  he  is  indebted  to  Pliny  for  all  the 
merit  of  it,  as  it  is  plainly  a  copy  from  this  paflage :  an  ob- 
fervation  by  no  means  intended  as  a  reflection  upon  the 
French  writer,  who  has  too  many  original  beauties  of  his  owij 
to  fufrer  from  a  difcovcry  of  thofe  which  are  not :  it  is  defign. 
ed  only  to  fhew,  that  the  moft  celebrated  author  in  the  epilto- 
lary  way  among  the  moderns,  found  advantage  in  converfinw 
*vith  Pliny. 

*  Did. fur  la  man.  de  tun  pcnf.  p.  137 . 
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parts.  Nor  indeed  have  thefe  more  elevated  places 
themfelves,  to  which  the  waters  could  not  rife, 
efcaped  the  calamity.  A  continued  heavy  rain,  as 
deftructive  as  the  river  itfelf,  poured  down  in  tor- 
rents upon  them,  and  has  deftroyed  all  the  enclo- 
fures  which  marked  that  fertile  country.  It  has 
damaged  likewife,  and  even  overturned  fomc  of 
the  public  buildings,  where  numbers  have  been 
miferably  buried  in  the  ruins.  And  thus  thofe 
people,  befides  the  lofs  of  their  effeds,  have  fuf- 
fered  the  additional  misfortune  of  lamenting  their 
friends.  I  am  extremely  uneafy,  left  this  extenfive 
ruin  Ihould  have  fpread  to  you :  I  beg  therefore, 
if  it  have  not,  you  will  immediately  eafe  me  of 
my  fears.  And  indeed,  I  defire  you  would  inform 
me  tho'  it  actually  fhould  ;  for  the  difference  is  not 
great  between  fearing  a  danger,  and  feeling  it ; 
except  that  the  evil  one  feels  has  fome  bounds,, 
whereas  one's  apprehenfions  have  none.  For,  we 
can  fuffer  no  more  than  what  actually  has  hap- 
pened, but  we  fear  all  that  poflibly  may  have  hap- 
pened. Farewel. 


LET- 
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IT  is  a  miftaken  maxim  too  generally  advanced, 
that  a  man's  will  is  a  kind  of  mirrour  wherein 
one  may  clearly  difcern  his  genuine  character.  We 
have  a  late  inftance  to  the  contrary  in  Domitius 
Tullus,  who  appears  a  much  better  man  fince  his 
death,  than  during  his  life.  After  having  artfully 
encouraged  the  expectations  of  thofe  who  paid 
court  to  him,  with  a  view  to  be  his  heir,  he  has 
left  his  eftate  to  his  neice  whom  he  adopted.  He 
has  given  likewife  feveral  very  confiderable  le- 
gacies among  his  grand-children,  and  alfo  to  his 
great-grand-fon.  In  a,  word,  he  has  fhewn  him- 
lelf  a  kind  relation  throughout  his  whole  will; 
which  is  fo  much  the  more  to  be  admired,  as 
it  was  not  expected.  This  affair  has  been  much 
the  fubject  of  converfation  j  fome  reprefenting  him 
as  guilty  of  the  bafeft  falfhood  and  ingratitude;  and 
while  they  thus  complain  as  if  they  were  actually 
his  difinherited  kindred,  their  invectives  betray  the 
mean  motives  of  the  attentions  they  paid  him : 
others,  on  the  contrary,  applauding  him  extremely 
for  having  difappointed  the  hopes  of  this  infamous a 
tribe  of  men,  whom,  the  manners  of  the  age  con- 
fidered,  it  is  but  prudence  to  deceive.  They  add, 

that 
•  See  Vol.  I.  p.  219.  nctc  *. 
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that  he  was  not  at  liberty  to  make  any  other  will, 
and  that  he  cannot  fo  properly  be  faid  to  have 
bequeathed,  as  returned,  his  eftate  to  his  adopted 
daughter,  fmce  it  was  by  her  means  he  be- 
came pofTefled  of  it.  For,  Curtilius  Mancia, 
whofe  daughter  Domitius  Lucanus,  brother  to  this 
Tullus,  married,  having  taken  a  diflike  to  his 
fon -in- law,  devifed  his  eftate  to  this  young  lady, 
(who  was  the  ifTue  of  that  marriage)  upon  con- 
dition that  Lucanus  her  father  would  a  emanci- 
pate her.  He  accordingly  did  fo,  but  fhe  being 
afterwards  adopted  by  Tullus  her  uncle,  the  de- 
fign  of  Mancia's  will  was  entirely  fruftrated. 
For,  thefe  two  brothers  having  never  divided  their 
patrimony,  but  living  together  as  joint- tenants  of 
one  common  eftate,  the  daughter  of  Lucanus, 
notwithftanding  the  act  of  emancipation,  return- 
ed back  again,  together  with  her  fortune,  under 

the 

•  That  is,  would  make  her  free ;  for  (as  has  been  obferved 
in  the  notes  above)  the  power  of  a  father  over  his  children, 
was  unlimited  amongft  the  Romans.  It  extended  not  only 
to  their  fortunes,  but  their  lives,  and  was  even  greater  than 
what  the  laws  allowed  .  ,*er  their  flaves  ;  for  if  a  mailer  fold 
his  flave,  who  afterwafds  obtained  his  freedom,  the  former 
owner  had  no  farther  claim ;  whereas,  in  the  cafe  of  a  fon, 
the  father's  right  was  not  absolutely  extinguilhed  by  the 
fale,  but  if  the  fon  obtained  his  freedom,  he  again  came 
under  his  dominion.  This  authority  could  rot  be  wholly 
difannulled,  till  the  fon  had  been  thrice  fold,  and  as  often  re- 
covered his  liberty ;  it  then  entirely  ceafed.  The  law  veiled 
the  fame  power  likewife  as  fully  in  the  adoptive  father,  as  in 
the  natural.  Juftinian  obferves,  this  authority  was  peculiar 
to  the  Romans,  and  allowed  by  no  other  nation  whatfoever. 
Inft.  1.  I. 
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the  dominion  of  her  father,  in  confequence  of  this 
fraudulent  adoption.  It  feems  indeed,  to  have 
been  the  fate  of  thefe  two  brothers,  to  be  enriched 
by  thofe  who  had  the  greateft  averfion  to  them. 
For,  Domitius  Afer,  by  whom  they  were  adopted, 
left  a  will  in  their  favour,  which  he  had  made 
eighteen  years  before  his  death  j  tho'  it  was  plain 
he  had  altered  his  fentiments  with  refpedt  to  the 
family,  becaufe  he  was  inftrumental  in  procuring 
the  confifcation  of  their  father's  eftate.  There  is 
fomething  extremely  fingular  in  the  refentment 
of  Afer,  and  the  good  fortune  of  the  other  two ; 
as  it  was  very  extraordinary,  on  the  one  hand> 
that  Domitius  fhould  endeavour  to  profcribe  the 
man  whofe  children  he  had  adopted,  and  on  the 
other,  that  thefe  brothers  fhould  find  a  parent  in 
the  very  perfon  that  ruined  their  father.  But 
Tullus  acted  juftly,  after  having  been  appointed 
fole  heir  by  his  brother,  in  prejudice  to  his  own 
daughter,  to  reftore  to  her  this  eftate  which  came 
to  him  from  Afer,  as  well  as  to  devife  to  her 
all  the  fortune  which  he  poflefled  in  common  with 
his  brother.  His  will  therefore  seferves  the  higheft 
commendation,  as  it  is  the  dictates  of  nature,  juftice, 
and  honour  -,  having  thereby  returned  his  obliga- 
tions to  his  feveral  relations,  according  to  their  re- 
fpeftive  good  offices  towards  him.  He  has  made  an 
equitable  acknowledgment  likewife  to  his  wife,  hav- 
ing 
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ing  by  his  will  given  to  that  excellent  wotfun,  who 
patiently  endured  much  upon  his  account,  feveral 
delightful  villas,  befides  a  large  fum  of  money. 
Indeed,  fhe  deferred  fo  much  the  more  at  his 
hands,  as  fhe  was  greatly  cenfured  for  her  mar- 
riage with  him.  It  was  thought  unworthy  a  per- 
fon  of  her  rank  and  merit,  after  having  had  a  for- 
mer hufband  by  whom  fhe  had  iffue,  to  marry,  in 
the  decline  of  her  life,  an  old  man,  merely  for  his 
wealth,  and  who  was  fb  fickly  and  infirm,  that  even 
had  he  pafle^  the  beft  years  of  his  youth  and  health 
with  her,  fhe  might  well  have  been  diigufted  with 
him.  He  had  fo  entirely  loft  the  ufe  of  all  his 
limbs,  that  he  could  not  move  himfelf  in  bed  with- 
out affiftancej  and  the  only  enjoyment  he  had 
of  his  riches,  was  to  contemplate  them.  He 
was  even  reduced  to  the  wretched  necefiity  (and 
one  cannot  mention  it  without  loathing  as  well 
as  pity)  of  having  his  teeth  wafhed  and  cleanfed 
by  others :  in  allufion  to  which  he  ufed  frequent- 
ly to  fay,  when  he  was  complaining  of  the  in- 
decencies, which  his  infirmities  obliged  him  to 
fuffer,  that  he  was  every  day  compelled  to  lick  his 
fervant's  fingers.  Still,  however,  he  lived  ori> 
and  was  willing  to  accept  of  life  upon  thefc  mi- 
ferable  terms.  That  he  lived  fo  long,  was  particu- 
larly owing  indeed  to  the  care  of  his  wife,  who, 
whatever  reputation  flie  might  lofe  at  firft  by 
VOL.  H.  I  her 
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her  marriage,  acquired  great  honour  by  her  con- 
duct towards  him  during  its  continuance. 

Thus  I  have  given  you  all  the  news  of  the  town, 
where  nothing  is  talked  of  but  Tullus.  *'  It  is  ex- 
pected his  curiofities  will  fhortly  be  fold  by  auc- 
tion. He  had  fuch  an  abundant  collection  of  an- 
tient  flatues,  that  he  actually  filled  an  extenfive 
garden  with  them,  the  very  fame  day  he  purchaf- 
ed  it ;  not  to  mention  numberlefs  other  antiques 
which  ftood  neglected  in  a  lumber-room. 

Now,  if  you  have  any  thing  worth  communi- 
cating in  return,  I  hope  you  will  not  refufe  the 
trouble  of  giving  me  the  intelligence ;  not  only  as 
we  are  all  of  us  naturally  fond,  you  know,  of  news, 
but  becaufe  interefting  anecdotes  afford  examples 
which  may  be  of  ufe  in  refpect  to  our  own  conduct. 
Farewel. 

LETTER   XIX.     ?o  MAXIMUS. 

MY  ftudies  prove  both  an  entertainment  and 
confolation  to  me;  and  as  there  is  no 
pleafure  I  prefer  to  them,  fo  there  is  no  uneafinefs 
they  do  not  alleviate.  In  this  feafon  therefore 
of  dejection,  occafioned  by  the  indifpofition  of  my 
•wife,  the  dangerous  ficknefs  of  fome  of  my  fervants, 
and  the  death  of  others,  I  have  recourfe  to  my 
books,  as  to  the  fovereign  confolers  of  my  forrows. 
It  is  true,  indeed,  they  teach  me  a  greater  fenfibi- 
lity  to  misfortunes,  but  they  teach  me  too  how  to 
9  bear 
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bear  them  with  more  patience.  It  is  an  eftablifhed 
rule  with  me,  before  I  publifh  any  of  my  pro- 
ductions, to  confuk  the  judgement  of  my  friends, 
and  efpecially  yours.  I  requeft  you,  therefore,  to 
examine  with  particular  care,  the  performance  I 
here  fend  you,  as  I  am  afraid,  the  difquietude  of 
my  mind  may  have  prevented  me  from  giving  if 
the  attention  I  ought.  For,  theugh  I  could  com- 
mand my  grief  fo  far  as  to  lit  down  to  write,  I  was 
not  fufficiently  matter  of  my  heart  to  do  fo  with 
eafe  and  ckearfulnefs :  but  if  ftudy  naturally  tends 
to  compofe  the  mind  j  the  mind  mud  be  previ- 
oufly  in  a  compofed  ftate  to  give  a  proper  effect 
to  our  ftudies.  Farewel. 

LETTER    XX.     ft  CALLUS. 

THOSE  works  of  art  or  nature  which  are 
ufually  the  motives  of  our  travels,  are  often 
overlooked  and  neglefted  if  they  happen  to  lie 
within  our  reach ;  whether  it  be  that  we  are  na- 
turally lefs  inquifitive  concerning  thofe  things 
which  are  near  us,  while  our  curiofity  is  excited 
.by  remote,  objects ;  or  becaufe  the  eafmefs  of  gra- 
tifying a  defire,  is  always  fure  to  damp  it;  or, 
perhaps,  that  we  defer  from  time  to  time  viewing, 
what  we  know  we  have  an  opportunity  of  feeing 
whenever  we  pleafe.  Be  the  reafon  what  it  may, 
it  is  certain  there  are  feveral  rarities  in  and  near 

I  2  Rome,, 
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Rome,  which  we  not  only  have  never  feen,  but 
have  never  fo  much  as  heard  of  j  and  yet  if  they 
had  been  the  production  of  Greece,  or  Egypt,  or 
Alia,  or  any  other  country  which  we  admire  as 
fruitful  in  wonders,  they  would  long  fmce  have 
been  the  fubjects  both  of  our  reading,  converfation, 
and  infpection.     For  myfelf  at  lead,  I  confefs,  I 
have  lately  been  entertained  with  a  fight  of  one 
of  thefe  our  indigenous  fingularities,  to  which  I 
was  an  entire  ftranger  before.     My  wife's  grand- 
father defired  I  would  look  upon  his  eftate  near 
*  Ameria.     As  I  was  walking  over  his  grounds,  I 
was  (hewn  a  lake  that  lies  below  them,  called  b  Va- 
dimon,  which   I  was  informed  had  feveral  very 
extraordinary  qualities  attending  it.     This  raifed 
my  curiofity  to  take  a  nearer  view.     Its  form  is 
exactly  circular  ;  there  is  not  the  lead  obliquity  or 
winding,  but  all  is  regular  and  even,  as  if  it  had 
been  hollowed  and  cut  out  by  the  hand  of  art.   The 
water  is  of  a  clear  (ky-blue,  tho*  with  fomewhat 
of  a  greeniih  caft  j  it  feems  by  its  tafte  and  fmell 
impregnated  with  fulphur,  and  is  deemed  of  great 
efficacy  in  all  fractures  of  the  limbs,  which  it  is 
fuppofed  to  confolidate.    Notwithftanding  it  is  but 
of  a  moderate  extent,  yet  the  winds  have  a  great 
effect  upon  it^  frequently  throwing  it  into  violent 

commotions. 


a  Now  called  Amelia,  an  epifcopal  city  in 
*  Now  called  Lags  di  Ba/antlh. 
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commotions.  No  vefiels  are  fuffered  to  fai  Ihere, 
as  its  waters  are  held  c facred;  but  feveral  floating* 
iflands  fwim  about  in  it,  covered  with  reeds  and 
rufhes,  together  with  other  plants  which  the  neigh- 
bouring marfli  and  the  borders  of  the  lake  produce. 
Thefe  iflands  differ  in  their  fize  and  fhape;  but  the 
edges  of  all  of  them  are  worn  away  by  their  fre- 
quent collifion  againft  the  fhore  and  each  other. 
They  have  all  of  them  the  fame  height  and  mo- 
tion; and  their  refpecYive  roots>  which  are  formed 
like  the  keel  of  a  boat>  may  be  feen  hanging 
down  in  the  wster,  on  which-ever  fide  you  ftand. 
Sometimes  they  move  in  a  clufter,  and  feein  to 
form  one  entire  little  continent;  fometimes  they 
are  difperfed  into  different  quarters  by  the  winds; 
at  other  times  when  it  is  calm,  they  float  up  and 
down  feparately.  You  may  frequently  fee  one  of 
the  larger  iflands  failing  along  with  a  lefier  joined 
to  it,  like  a  fhip  with  its  long-boat  j  or  perhaps, 
feeming  to  ftrive  which  fhall  out-fwim  the  other : 
then  again  they  all  afiemble  in  one  ftation,  and  after- 

I  3  wards 

c  See  above,  note*  Let.  8.  of  this  book. 

d  The  credit  of  this  account  does  not  reft  entirely  upon  our 
author:  Pliny  the  elder  mentions  thefe  floating  iflands, 
[1.  2.  95.]  and  f<5  does  Seneca,  who  accounts  for  them  upon 
j'hilofophical  principles.  [Q^  N.  !.  3.  25.]  Varenius  fays, 
that  in  Honduras,  a  province  in  America,  there  is  a  lake  in 
which  are  feveral  little  hills  planted  with  fhrubs,  See.  totted 
up  and  down  by  the  winds.  And  he  quotes  Boethius  the 
Scots  hiitorian,  who  affirms,  that  in  a  large  Loch,  called 
Lomond  Loch,  in  Scotland,  there  is  a  floating  ifland,  upon  which 
tattle  graze.  See  Varen.  Geogr.  vol.  1.  p.  4 1*. 
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wards  joining  themfelves  to  the  more,  fometimes 
on  one  fide  and  fometimes  on  the  other,  caufe  the 
lake  to  appear  confiderably  lefs,  'till  at  laft  uniting 
in  the  centre  they  reftore  it  to  its  ufual  fize.  The 
{heep  which  graze  upon  the  borders  of  this  lake, 
frequently  go  upon  thefe  i  (lands  to  feed,  without 
perceiving  that  they  have  left  the  fhore,  'till  they 
are  alarmed  by  rinding  themfelves  furrounded  with 
water;  and  in  the  fame  manner  when  the  wind 
drives  them  back  again,  they  return  without  being 
fenfible  that  they  are  landed.  This  lake  empties 
itfelf  into  a  river,  which  after  running  a  little  way 
finks  under  ground  j  arid  if  any  thing  is  thrown 
in  brings  it  up  again  where  the  ftream  emerges. — 
I  have  given  you  this  account,  becaufe  I  imagined 
it  would  not  be  lefs  new,  nor  lefs  agreeable  to  you 
than  it  was  to  me;  as  I  know  you  take  the  fame 
pleafure  as  myfelf,  in  contemplating  the  works  of 
nature.  Farewel. 


LET. 
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LETTER   XXL 


NOTHING,  in  my  opinion,  gives  a  more 
amiable  and  becoming  grace  to  our  ftudies 
as  Well  as  manners,  than  to  temper  the  ferious  with 
the  gay,  left  the  former  mould  degenerate  into  au- 
fterenefs,  and  the  latter  run  up  into  levity.  Upon 
this  maxim  it  is,  that  I  diverfify  my  graver 
works  with*compofitions  of  a  lighter  nature.  I 
had  choien  a  convenient  place  and  feafon  for  fome 
produflions^of  that  fort  to  make  their  appearance 
in  j  and  defigning  to  accuftom  them  early  to  the 
tables  of  the  idle,  I  fixed  upon  the  month  of  July  % 

I  4  which 


•  The  months  of  July  and  Auguft  was  a  time  of  vacation 
to  the  Roman  lawyers,  the  courts  of  juitice  being  then  (hut  up, 
that  the  farmers  might  not  be  interrupted  in  their  harveft,  by 
keing  obliged  to  attend  their  law-fuits  at  Rome. 


me/fefque 


Dimifere  Forum  ;  nee  jam  tibi  turba  reorum 
Veftibulo,  qverulique  rogant  exire  client es  ; 
Cejfat  centeni  moderatnx  judicis  hafla. 

Statius  Syl.  I.  4,  50. 

Returning  harveft  bids  contention  ceafe, 
And  through  the  wrangling  Forum  all  is  peace  ; 
No  teazing  clients  now  befiege  thy  way> 
Nor  judges  fage  the  folemn  fpear  difplay. 

Neverthelefs  the  courts,  as  appears  from  this  le*tc<»  were 
fometirr.es  opened  during  this  feafon  of  vacatioa,  upon  cafes, 
perhaps,  of  particular  emergency. 
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which  is  ufually  a  time  of  vacation  to  the  courts  of 
juflice,  in  order  to  read  them    to  fome  of  my 
friends  at  fupper:  and  accordingly  I  placed    a 
defk  before  each  couch*.      But    as  I  happened 
that  morning  to  be  unexpectedly  called  away  to 
attend  a  caufe,  I  took  occafion  to  preface  my  re- 
cital with  an  apology.     I  intreated  my  audience 
not  to  impute  it  to  me  as  any  want  of  due  regard 
for  the  bufmefs  to  which  I  had  invited  them,  that 
on  the  very  day  I  had  appointed  to  read  my  per- 
formances to  fome  of  my  friends,  (tho'  indeed  but 
few)  1  did  not  refufe  my  good  offices  to  others  in 
their  law-affairs.    I  allured  them,  I  would  obfervc 
the  fame  rule  in  my  writings,  and  mould  always 
give  the  preference  to  matters  of  importance,  be- 
fore thofe  of  entertainment  j  to  ferious  engage- 
ments, before  amufing  ones  j  and  to  the  bufmefs 
of  my  friends,  before  my  own.     The  poems  I  re- 
cited confided  of  a  variety  of  fubjects  in  different 
meafures.     It  is  by  fuch  arts  as  thefe,  we  who  dare 
not  rely  upon  the  fingle  force  of  our  genius,  endea- 
vour to  avoid  fatiating  our  readers.   In  compliance 
with  the  earneft  folicitation  of  my  audience,  I  re- 
cited during  two  days  fucceffively  j  but  not  in  the 
manner  that  feveral  prac"Hfe>  by  making  a  merit 
of  palling  over  the  lefs  mining  paflages  ~t  on   the 

contrary, 

a  The  ancient  Romans  lay  extended  upon  couches  during 
their  (uppers,  which  were  always  in  the  evening,  that  time 
being  the  general  hour  of  their  principal  meal. 
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contrary,  I  omitted  nothing,  and  freely  confeffed 
it.  I  redde  the  whole,  that  I  might  correct  the 
whole;  which  it  is  impoffible  thofe  who  only  felect 
particular  paflages,  fhould  do.  The  latter  method 
indeed,  may  have  more  the  appearance  of  modefty, 
and  perhaps  refpect;  but  the  former  fhews  a  greater 
ingenuoufnefs,  as  well  as  a  more  affectionate  diipofi- 
tion  towards  the  audience.  For,  the  belief  that  a 
man's  friends  have  fo  much  regard  to  him,  as  not  to 
be  weary  upon  thefe  occafions,  is  a  fure  indica- 
tion of  the  love  he  bears  them.  To  fay  the  truth, 
one  has  little  obligation  to  an  audience,  if  they 
aflemble  merely  with  a  view  to  their  own  enter-, 
tainment.  He  who  had  rather  find  his  friend*s 
performance  correct,  than  make  it  fo,  is  to  be 
confidered  as  a  ftranger,  or  one  who  is  too  indo- 
lent to  give  himfelf  any  trouble.  Your  friendfhip 
for  me  leaves  me  no  room  to  doubt  that  you  are 
impatient  to  read  my  book,  even  in  its  prefent  very 
imperfect  ftatej  and  fo  you  fliall,  but  not  till 
I  have  made  thofe  corrections  which  were  the 
principal  inducement  of  my  recital.  You  are  already 
acquainted  with  fome  parts  of  it;  but  even  thofe, 
after  they  lhall  have  been  poliihed  (or  perhaps  fpoil- 
ed,  as  is  fometimes  the  cafe  by  tdo  frequent  re- 
vifals)  will  feem  new  to  you.  For  when  a 
compofition  has  undergone  various  changes,  it 

acquires 
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acquires  an  air  of  novelty  even  in  thofe  very  parts 
which  remain  unaltered.     Farewel. 


LETTER   XXII.     ft  GEMINITUS. 

HAVE  you  never  obferved  a  fort  of  people* 
who  tho'  they  are  themfelves  the  abject 
flaves  of  every  vice,  fliew  a  kind  of  malicious  in- 
dignation againft  the  immoral  conduct  of  others; 
and  are  moft  fevere  to  thofe  whom  they  mofl 
refemble  ?  yet,  furely  a  lenity  of  difpofition,  even 
in  perfbns  who  have  the  lead  occafion  for  clemen- 
cy themfelves,  is  of  all  virtues  the  moft  becom- 
ing. The  higheft  of  characters,  in  my  eftima- 
tion,  is  His,  who  is  as  ready  to  pardon  the  moral 
errors  of  mankind,  as  if  he  were  every  day  guilty 
of  fome  hjmfelf;  and  at  the  fame  time  as  cautious 
of  committing  a  fault,  as  if  he  never  forgave  one. 
It  is  a  rule  then  which  we  mould  upon  all  occa- 
fions,  both  private  and  public,  moft  religioufly 
obferve, fc  to  be  inexorable  to  our  own  failings, 
<c  while  we  treat  thofe  of  the  reft  of  the  world 
"  with  tendernefs,  not  excepting  even  thofe  who 
"  forgive  none  but  themfelves ;"  remembering 
always  what  the  humane,  and,  therefore,  as  well  as 
upon  other  accounts,  the  great  Thrafea  ufed  fre- 
quently 
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quently  to  fay:  *  He  who  bates  vine,  hates  mankind 
You  will  afk  me,  perhaps,  who  it  is  that  has  given 
occafion  to  thefe  reflections  ?  You  muft  know  a 
certain  perfon  lately — but  of  that  when  we  meet 
— tho',  upon  fecond  thoughts,  not  even  then,  left 
whilft  I  condemn  and  expofe  ^/jconduft,  I  mould 
act  counter  to  that  maxim  I  particularly  recom- 
mend. Whoever  therefore,  and  whatever  he  is, 
lhall  remain  in  filence :  for,  tho'  there  may  be 
fome  ufe,  perhaps,  in  fetting  a  mark  upon  the  man, 
for  the  fake  of  example  ;  there  will  be  more,  how- 
ever, in  fparing  him,  for  the  fake  of  humanity, 
Farewel. 

LETTER  XXIII.     ?o  MARCELLINUS. 

TH  E  deep  concern  I  am  under  for  the  death 
of  Junius  Avitus,  has  rendered  me  incapa- 
ble either  of  bufinefs,  ftudy  or  amufement.  He  was 
invefted  with  the  b  laticlave  in  my  houfe  j  as  in  all 

the 

i>  :l.vv 

*  The  meaning  of  this  maxim  feems  to  be,  that,  as  it  is  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  feparate  the  action  from  the  man,  we  fhould 
not  fuffer  the  errors  of  the  world  to  raife  in  us  that  acrimony 
or  indignation,  which  if  well  examined,  perhaps,  will  be  oftener 
found  to  proceed  from  fome  fecret  principle  of  malice,  than  a 
juit  abhorrence  of  vice;  Salius  eft  (as  Seneca  obferves)  publi- 
cos  mores  &  humana  <vitia,  placide.  accipere  •  a  general  philan- 
thropy and  univerfal  benevolence  being  the  moft  genuine 
marks,  by  which  virtue  dillinguimes  thofe  who  are  truly  in 
her  intereft.  If  this  fenfe  Ue  admitted,  there  is  no  need  to 
luppofe  (with  fome  of  the  commentators)  that  any  miftaKe  has 
crept  ii  to  the  text.  > 

b  See  vol.  i.  p.  8a.  note3. 
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the  honours  he  folicited,  he  was  conftantly  affifted 
by  my  intereft.  I  will  add  too,  his  affection  and 
efteem  for  me  were  fo  great*  that  he  formed  his 
manners,  and  regulated  his  conduct  by  my  guid- 
ance and  direction:  a  difpofition  extremely  un- 
common in  the  youth  of  this  age*  for,  who  among 
diem  will  now  deign  to  fubmit  to  the  experience 
and  authority  of  their  fuperiours  ?  They  think 
themfelves  at  once  in  full  poffefiion  of  all  wifdom 
and  knowledge ;  and  without  revering  or  imitat- 
ing the  virtues  of  any,  imagine  they  are  a  fuffi- 
cient  example  to  themfelves.  But  Avitns  was  of 
a  far  different  turn ;  he  mewed  his  wifdom,  in 
believing  there  were  fome  who  had  more;  and 
difcovered  his  knowledge,  in  his  defire  to  learn. 
He  was  ever  confulting  his  friends  upon  fome 
point  relating  to  his  ftudies,  or  his  conduct ;  and 
he  always  returned  from  them  with  advantage, 
either  by  the  advice  he  received,  or  the  difpofi- 
tion he  fhewed.  With  what  refpect  did  he  treat 
Servianus,  one  of  the  mod  accomplifhed  men  of 
the  age !  Avitus  knew  how  to  value  fuch  uncom- 
mon merit,  as  well  as  to  endear  himfelf  to  him 
in  his  turn.  Accordingly,  when  Servianus  went 
lieutenant  from  Germany  into  *  Pannonia,  he  at- 
tended him  as  Tribune  j  not  fo  much  in  the  cha- 
racter of  his  fellow-foldier,  as  of  his  friend  and 

admirer. 

*  A  very  extenfive  province,  comprehending  part  of  Au- 
&ia,  Hungary,  &c. 
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admirer.  With  what  care  and  integrity  did  he 
execute  the  office  of  Quaeftor  under  feveral  con- 
fuls,  who  all  efteemed  him,  not  only  as  an  ufe- 
ful  and  experienced  officer,  but  as  an  eafy  and 
agreeable  companion !  With  what  zeal  and  ap- 
plication did  he  folicit  this  very  b  ^dilefhip, 
from  the  enjoyment  of  which  he  is  now  prema- 
turely fnatched!  a  reflection  that  gives  a  pecu- 
liar poignancy  to  my  affliction  for  the  lofs  of  him. 
His  unavailing  labours,  his  fruitiefs  afiiduities, 
and  the  honour  which  he  merited  only,  not  enjoy- 
ed, are  for  ever  in  my  thoughts.  The  circum- 
ftance  of  his  having  firft  put  on  the  laticlave  un- 
der my  roof;  the  firft  and  the  laft  fuffrage  I  ever 
gave  him;  the  converfations  we  have  had,  and 
the  confutations  we  have  held,  all  return  frefh 
upon  my  mind,  J  am  ftruck  with  the  moft  ten- 
der forrow  when  I  confider  his  youth,  and  re- 
flect upon  the  irreparable  lofs  his  family  has  fu- 
ftained:  an  aged  parent;  a  young  wife  to  whom 
he  had  not  been  married  much  above  a  year;  an 
infant  daughter  juft  born ;  fo  many  pleafmg  hopes, 

fo 

v  The  ^Ediles  were  at  firft  two  officers  chofen  out  of  the 
body  of  the  commons,  in  order  to  aflift  the  Tribunes  in  the 
difcharge  of  fome  particular  parts  of  their  funftions,  the  chief 
of  which  was  the  care  of  public  edifices.  Others  were  after- 
Wards  elefted  out  of  the  nobility,  to  infpeft  public  games,  de- 
termine caufes  relating  to  the  felling  or  exchanging  of  eltates. 
to  fupervife  the  public  ftcres  of  corn,  and  other  provifions,  &c. 
Ken.  Antiq.  p.  116,  117. 
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fo  many  tender  joys,  all  reverfed  and  deftroyed  in 
one  day  !  When  he  was  juft  ele&ed  ^Edile  ;  when 
he  had  lately  commenced  a  bridegroom  -,  when  he 
\vas  newly  made  a  father,  he  was  fuddenly  (hatched 
from  the  midit  of  thefe  fatisfacbions  ;  and  has  left 
'behind  him  an  honour  untafled,  a  mother  incon- 
folable,  a  widowed  wife,  and  an  orphan  infant, 

•who  will  have  the  misfortune  of  never   having 

° 

known  her  father  !  But  what  increafes  my  tears 
\rpon  this  melancholy  occafion  is,  that  being  abfent 
when  this  accident  happened,  I  never  knew  of  his 
ficknefs,  till  I  heard  of  his  death  ;  and  had  no  time 
to  prepare  myfelf  for  this  cruel  flroke,  by  pre- 
vioufly  apprehending  it ! — Such  is  the  prefent  dif- 
trefs  of  my  mind! — You  muft  not  wonder  then 
that  it  is  the  whole  fubjecl:  of  my  letter ;  for  I 
am  not  able,  at  prefent,  to  think  or  talk  of  any 
thing  elfe.  Farewel. 


LETTER    XXIV.     To  MAXIMUS. 


H  E  friendship.  I  profefs  for  you,   induces 
me,    not   indeed  to    dired  (for  you  are 
far  above    the    want    of  a    guide)    but    to    re- 
,mind  you,  however,  of  what   you  already  knoy, 

•  and  to  admonHh    you    carefully  to   obferve  and 

• 

firmly 
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firmly  to  put  it  in  practice ;  in  other  words,  to 
know  it  to  all  the  more  ufeful  purpofes  of  know- 
ledge. You  will  confider  yourfelf  as  fent  to  that 
noble  province,  Achaia,  the  real  and  genuine 
Greece,  where  politenefs,  learning,  and  even  agri- 
culture itfelf,  are  fuppofed  to  have  taken  their  firft 
rife ;  as  fent  to  govern  a  ftate  compofed  of  free 
cities ;  that  is,  to  a  fociety  of  men  who  breathe 
the  fpirit  of  true  manhood  and  liberty  a  $  who 

main- 

a  «  It  is  remarkable,  that  even  after  Greece  was*  abforb'd 

"  in  the  Roman  empire,  and  became  a  province  to  it  under 

«c  the  name  of  Achaia,  it  did  not  lofe  with  its  power  and  fo- 

«'  vereignty,  that  lively  fenfe  and  love  of  liberty,  which  was  the 

«*  peculiar  character  of  that  people,  amongft  whom  the    irts 

"  were  produced  and  brought  to  perfection.     The  Ronr.ns, 

'*  when  they  had  fubdued  Greece,  left  that  generous,  brave, 

*f  polite  people,  in  poffeffion  of  many  of  their  rights  and  pri- 

«'  vileges.     And  they  maintained  fuch  an   ardent    zeal    for 

*'  liberty,  that,  to  name  no  other  instances  of  it,  when  the 

«c  civil  wars  happen'd  in  Italy,  the   Athenians  very  warmly 

'«  efpoufed  the   part  of  Pompey,  who  fought  for  the  repub- 

«<  lie:  and   after  Caefar   was    killed,  they  ereited  ftatues  ia 

"  honour  of  Brutus  and  Caffius,  near  to  thofe  of  Harmodius 

««  and  Ariftogiton,   their  ancient  deliverers.     It  was  hence 

«  Greece,  Athens   in   particular,    after   it  was   very   much 

««  fallen   and  degenerated,  continued   fliil  to  be  the  metro- 

«  polls  of  fciences,  the  fchool  of  all  the  fine  arts,  the  ftan- 

«'  dard  and  center  of  good  tafte  in  all  works  of  genius,    to 

«  Cicero's  time,   and  long  afterwards ;  infomuch,  that  Rome 

«  fent  its  mod  illuftrious  youth  to  be  perfected  there  in  po- 

«'  lite  literature,  eloquence,  philofophy,  and  all  the  ingenious 

*'  arts   and  fciences ;    and  the  emperors    who  loved  learn- 

"  ing,  if  they  could  not  go  to   Greece  and  become  (cholars 

"  there,  as  fome  of  them  did,  brought  Greece  to  them  by 

"  inviting  and  receiving  into  the:r  palaces  its  mod  celebrated 

*'  profeflbrs   and  artifts,  and    even  intruding  the   education 

**  of  their  children  with   Greek  raaft«rs.    Now,  their  con- 

*'  tinuing 
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maintained  the  rights  they  received  from  Nature, 
by  courage,  by  virtue,  by  alliances ;  in  a  word, 
by  civil  and  religious  faith.  Revere  the  Gods  and 
Heroes  their  founders  ;  the  glory  of  their  antient 
days;  and  even  that  very  antiquity  itfelf;  for  age, 
as  it  is  venerable  in  men,  is  in  flates  facred.  Ho- 
nour them  therefore  for  their  deeds  of  old  renown ; 
for  thofe  which  true,  and  (I  do  not  fcruple  to  add) 
which  fabulous,  hiftory  has  recorded.  Indulge  them 
in  the  full  exercife  of  their  dignities,  their  privileges, 
and  their  very  vanity.  Remember,  it  was  from  this 
nation  we  derived  our b  laws;  that  me  did  not  receive 

ours 

"  turning  to  excel  in  the  arts  and  fciences,  to  what  elfe  can 
*«  it  be  attributed,  but  to  this,  that  with  ferae  fmail  remains 
91  of  liberty,  they  retained  the  fpirit  of  liberty,  the  love  of 
**  it,  and  zeal  for  it  ?  It  was  indeed  in  confequence  of  this 
•'  alone,  that  they  maintained,  in  fome  degree,  even  til] 
Italy  was  quite  over-run  with  barbarifm,  a  fovereignty  the 
Romans  could  not  take  from  them;  a  fovereignty  in 
fcience,  arts,  and  good  tafte.  'Tis  impoffible  to  account 
for  it  in  any  other  way :  they  preferved  the  arts  in  a  very 
great  degree,  becaufe  they  retained  the  fpirit  of  liberty  in 
a  very  extraordinary  one."  Turnbull  on  ancient  Painting, 
f.  i  GO. 

b  About  the  year  of  Rome  300,  that  is,  452  years  before 
Chrifi,  embafladors  were  fent  into  Greece,  to  make  a  collec- 
tion of  fuch  laws  and  cuftoms  as  the  wifdom  of  that  polite 
people  had  eftabliihed,  particularly  the  famous  ones  of  Solon. 
At  their  return,  thefe  laws  were  approved  and  confirraedj 
and,  together  with  fome  additional  ones,  were  engraven  on 
ten  tables  of  brafs.  Two  other  tables  of  laws  were  foon 
afterwards  added  to  thefe,  which  together  with  the  former* 
went  by  the  name  of  the  twelve  tablest  and  were  looke<T 
upon  as  the  fountain  of  all  law,  public  and  private.  &'<v. 
/.  5.  f.  £!•  Ferriere  HijL  dis  Lsis  civ.  c.  5. 
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ours  by  conqueft,  but  gave  us  her  own  in  con- 
fequence  of  our  particular  requeft.  Remember, 
it  is  Athens  that  you  approach  j  it  is  Lacedse- 
mori  you  govern :  and  to  deprive  fo  renowned  a 
people  of  the  declining  fhadow,  the  remaining 
name  of  liberty,  would  be  a  hardfhip,  would  be 
even  a  barbarity  of  the  fevereft  kind.  Phyficians, 
you  fee,  tho*  with  refpect  to  difeafes  there  is  no 
difference  between  the  free  and  the  flave,  yet  treat 
perfons  of  the  former  rank  with  more  tendernefs, 
than  thofe  of  the  latter.  Reflect  on  the  illuftrious 

A. 

figure  thefe  cities  once  madej  but  fo  reflect,  as 
not  to  defpife  them  for  what  they  now  are.  Far 
be  pride  and  afperity  from  my  friend;  nor  fear 
by  a  proper  condefcenfion,  to  lay  yourfelf  open  to 
contempt.  Can  he  who  is  vefted  with  the  power 
and  bears  the  enfigns  of  authority,  can  He  fail  of 
meeting  with  refpect,  unlefs  by  purfuing  bafe  and 
fordid  meafures,  and  firft  breaking  thro'  that  aw- 
ful reverence  he  owes  to  himfelf  ?  Ill,  believe  me, 
is  power  proved  by  infult;  ill  can  terrour  com- 
mand veneration  j  and  far  more  efficacious  is  af- 
fection in  obtaining  one's  purpofe,  than  fear.  For 
terrour  operates  no  longer  than  its  object  is  prefent, 
but  love  produces  its  effects  when  the  object  is  at 
a  diftancej  and  as  abfence  changes  the  former  into 
hatred,  it  raifes  the  latter  into  refpect.  It  behoves 
you  therefore,  (and  I  cannot  repeat  it  too  often) 
VOL,  II.  K 
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it  behoves  you  well  to  confider  the  end  of  your 
office,  and  to  reprefent  to  yourfelf  how  great  and 
important    is    the  adminiftration  of  governing  a 
free  ftate.    For,  what  is  more  becoming  our  focial 
nature  than  well  regulated  government,  or  more 
valuable  than  liberty  ?  How  ignominious  then  muft 
his  conduct  be,  who  turns  the  firft  into  anarchy, 
and  the  laft  into  flavery  ?  To  thefe  confiderations 
l«t  me  add,  that  you  have  an  e ftablifhed  reputation 
to  maintain :  the  fame  you  acquired  by  the  function 
of  the  Quaeftorlhip  in  c  Bythinia;  the  good  opinion 
of  the  emperor  j  the  credit  you  obtained  when  you 
were  Tribune  and  PnEtor;  in  a  word,  this  very 
government,  which  may  be  looked  upon  as  the  re- 
ward of  your  former  fervices  j  are  fo  many  glorious 
weights  which  are  incumbent  upon  you  to  fupport 
with  fuitable  dignity.  The  more  earneftly  therefore 
ought  you  to  endeavour  that  it  may  not  be  faid  you 
Ihewed  greater  urbanity,  integrity,  and  ability,  in 
a  rude  province  remote  from  Rome,  than  in  one 
which  lies  fo  much  nearer  to  the  capital ;  in  the 
midft    of  a  nation  of  flaves,  than  among  a  free 
people ;  that  it  may  not  be  remarked,  that  it  was, 
chance,  and  not  judgement,  appointed  you  to  this- 
ofHce  j  when  your  character  was  unknown  and  un- 
experienced, not  tried  and  approved..    For,  it  is  a. 
maxim  which  your  reading  and  converfation  muft 

have 
A  -Hovince  in  Anatolia,  or  Afia  the  lefs. 
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have  often  fuggefted  to  you,  that  it  is  a  far  greater 
difgrace  to  lofe  the  fame  one  has  once  attained,  than 
never  to  have  acquired  it.  I  again  beg  you  to  be 
perfuaded,  that  I  did  not  write  this  letter  as  pre- 
fuming  to  indraft,  but  to  remind  you.  Tho'  in- 
deed if  I  had,  it  would  have  only  been  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  great  affection  I  bear  you;  a  fenti- 
ment  which  I  am  in  no  apprehenfion  of  carrying 
beyond  its  juft  limits:  for,  there  can  be  no  danger 
of  excefs  where  one  cannot  love  too  well.  Fare- 
wel. 


K*  THE 
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L  E  T  T  E  R  I.     To  MAXIMUS. 

I  HAVE  frequently  advifed  you,  to  be  as  ex- 
peditious as  pofiible  in  publifhing  what  you 
have  written  either  in  defence  of  yourfelf,  or  againft 
Plantaj  or  rather  indeed  (as  the  circumftances 
of  the  cafe  demanded)  what  you  drew  up  with 
both  thofe  views :  but  I  particularly  prefs  this 
advice  upon  you  now  that  I  hear  he  is  dead.'  For 
tho'  you  redde  this  piece  to  feveral  of  your  friends, 
and  put  it  into  the  hands  of  others,  yet  I  Ihould  be 

K  3  extremely 
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extremely  forry,  that  the  world  fhould  fufpect  you 
did  not  venture  to  compofe  till  after  his  death, 
what  it  is  moft  certain  you  had  finifhed  during  his 
life.  Let  not  the  character  my  friend  has  acquired 
of  firmnefs  and  refolution  be  called  in  queftion : 
as  it  will  not,  when  both  the  candid  and  the  mali- 
cious world  fhall  know,  that  the  death  of  your  ad- 
verfary  did  not  give  you  the  confidence  of  writing, 
but  only  anticipated  the  opportunity  of  publifhing 
this  piece.  Thus  you  will  avoid  the  imputation, 

With  coward  joy  to  triumph  o'er  the  dead  *  : 

For  what  you  wrote  and  actually  recited  before  his 
death,  will  be  confidered  as  publifhed  during  his 
life,  provided  you  publifh  it  foon.  If  therefore 
you  have  any  other  work  upon  your  hands,  let  me 
intreat  you  to  lay  it  afide,  and  give  your  laft 
finifhing  touches  to  this  performance.  It  feemed 
to  me  indeed,  when  I  formerly  redde  it,  to  want 
no  improvements ;  and  fo  it  ought  to  feem  now  to 
you,  as  neither  the  fubject  requires,  nor  the  time 
ill  admit  of  longer  delay,  Farewel. 

»  Horn.  Od.  lib.  22. 


LET- 
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LETTER    II.     70SABINUS. 


135 


YOUR  requeft  that  I  would  write  to  you 
frequent  and  long  letters,  is  very  pleaf- 
ing  to  me.  If  I  have  forborne  to  do  fo,  it  is 
partly  in  confederation  of  the  important  affairs 
in  which  you  are  employed ;  and  partly  from 
fome  Very  cold  and  uninterefling  occupations  of 
my  own,  which  engage  my  thoughts,  and  damp 
my  imagination.  Befides,  I  have  not  a  fufficient 
fupply  of  matter  for  frequent  letters  j  and  am  by 
no  means  in  the  fame  fituation  that  Tully  was, 
whom  you  point  out  to  me  as  an  example.  He 
not  only  pofTefled  a  moft  enlarged  genius,  but 
the  circumftances  of  the  times  wherein  he  lived, 
furniflied  him  with  a  variety  of  noble  occafions  of 
exercifing  it.  As  for  myfelf,  you  know  (without 
my  telling  you)  to  what  narrow  limits  I  am  con- 
fined, unlefs  my  letters  were  to  turn  upon  the,ficT:i- 
tious  and  pedantic  topics  of  the  fchools.  But  when 
I  confider  you  in  the  midft  of  arms  and  encamp- 
ments, animated  by  martial  mufic,  or  fatigued 
with  toil  and  heat  j  how  abfurd  would  it  be  to  talk 
to  you  upon  fuch  fubje&s  ?  This  is  my  apology, 
and  I  think  it  a  reafonable  one ;  however,  I  almoft 
wifh  you  would  not  accept  it:  for  to  reject  the 
cxcufes  of  a  friend  upon  fuch  an  occafion,  be  they 
K  4  ever 
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ever  fo  juft,  is  an  evident  proof  of  a  warm  af- 
fection.    Farewel. 

LETTER    III.     21»  PAULINUS. 

MANKIND  differ  in  their  notions  of  fupreme 
happinefs ;    but  in  my  opinion  he  truly 
potteries  it,  who  lives  in  the  confcious  anticipa- 
tion of  honeft  fame  and  the   glorious  figure  he 
{hall  make   in  the  eyes  of  pofterity.     I  confefs, 
jf  I  had  not  the  reward  of  an  immortal  reputation 
in   view,  I  mould  prefer  a-  life  of  uninterrupted 
cafe  and  indolent  retirement,  to  any  other.     There 
feem  to  be  but  two  points  worthy  our  attention; 
endlefs   fame,    or    the  fhort  duration  of  human 
life.     Thofe  who  are  actuated  by  the  former  mo- 
tive  muft   labour    to    attain  it  with  the  utmoft 
exertion  of  their  powers  j    while  fuch,  as  are  in- 
fluenced by  the  latter,  mould  quietly  refign  them- 
felves  to  repofe,  nor  wear  out  a  fhort  life,  as  many 
we  fee  do,  in  a  painful  courfe  of  ill-directed  pur- 
fuits,  and  then  fink  at  laft  into  a  total  diflatisfac- 
tion  both  of  themfelves  and  of  the  world.     Thefe 
are    my   daily   reflections,   and    I    communicate 
them  to  you,  in  order  to  renounce  them  if  you 
ihould  not  join  with  me  in  the  fame  fentiments ; 
as  undoubtedly  you  will,  who  are  ever  meditating 
fome  worthy  deed  to  render  your  name  immortaj. 
f  arewel. 

LET- 
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LETTER   IV.     fo  MACRINUS. 

I  Should  fear  you  would  think  the  oration  which 
you  receive  with  this  letter,  immoderately 
long,  if  it  were  not  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  require 
being  divided  into  feveral  feclions  j  which  confift- 
jng  of  diftinct  charges,  have  the  appearance  of  fo 
many  feparate  fpeeches.  Wherever  therefore  you 
begin  or  end,  you  may  confider  what  follows, 
either  as  connected  with  what  precedes,  or  mak- 
ing of  itfelf  a  new  fubje<5t :  fo  that  you  may  look 
upon  it  as  very  diffufe  upon  the  whole,  and  yet  as 
extremely  concife  with  refpect  to  its  particular 
parts.  Farewel. 

L  E  T  T  E  R   V.     To  TIRO. 

"W"  O  U  are  greatly  to  be  applauded  for  the  juft 
•*•  manner  with  which,  as  I  am  informed  (and 
I  make  very  ftricl:  enquiry)  you  adminifler  the  go- 
vernment of  your  province  j  one  principal  branch 
of  which  is  to  diftinguifh  merit  in  every  degree,  and 
fo  to  gain  the  love  of  the  lower  rank,  as  to  preferve 
at  the  fame  time  the  affection  of  their  fuperiours. 
But  it  is  an  errour  many  have  fallen  into,  that 
while  they  endeavour  to  avoid  the  appearance  of 
favouring  the  great,  they  run  into  the  contrary  ex- 
treme, 
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treme,  and  incur  the  imputation  of  acting  with  ill 
manners,  or  ill  nature :  an  errour  which  you  are 
far  from  committing,  I  well  know.  However,  I 
cannot  forbear  adding  a  caution  to  my  praife,  and 
recommending  it  to  you,  to  conduct  yourfelf  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  to  preferve  the  proper  diftinction 
of  rank  and  dignity.  For  to  level  and  confound 
the  different  orders  of  fociety,  is  far  from  produc- 
ing an  equality  among  mankind ;  it  is,  in  fact,  the 
moft  unequal  thing  imaginable.  Farewel. 

LETTER   VI.     7o  CALVISIUS. 

I  Have  fpent  thefe  feveral  laft  days  in  my  ftudy 
with  the  moft  pleafing  tranquillity.  You  will 
afk  how  that  can  be  poffible  in  the  midft  of  Rome  ? 
It  happened  to  be  the  feafon  of  celebrating  the 
a  Circenfian  games ;  an  entertainment  for  which  I 
have  not  the  leaft  taile.  They  have  no  novelty,  no 
variety  to  recommend  them  j  nothing,  in  fhort, 
one  would  wilh  to  be  prefent  at  twice.  It  is  the 
more  furprizing  therefore,  that  fo  many  thoufand 
people  (houldbe  pofiefied  with  the  childilhpafilonof 
defiring  often  to  fee  a  parcel  of  horfes  gallop,  and 
men  ftanding  erect  in  their  chariots.  If  indeed,  it 

were 

»  Thefe  games  were  originally  of  Graecian  extraction,  but 
firft  introduced  among  the  Romans  by  Romulus,  in  order  to 
favour  his  defign  of  carrying  off  the  Sabine  virgins:  they 
confuted  of  horie  and  chariot  races,  &c. 
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were  the  fwiftnefs  of  the  horfes,  or  the  (kill  of  the 
charioteers  that  attracted  them,  there  might  be  fome 
little  pretence  of  reafon  on  their  fide.  But  it  is  the 
drefs  they  b  favour;  it  is  the  drefs  that  captivates 
them.  And  if  in  the  midft  of  the  courfe  the  different 
contenders  were  to  change  habits,  their  different  par- 
tizans  would  change  fides,  and  inftantly  defert  the 
very  fame  men  and  horfes,  whom  they  juft  before 
were  eagerly  following  with  their  eyes  as  far  as  they 
could  fee,"  and  fhouting  their  names  with  all  the 
warmth  of  vociferous  exclamation.  Such  mighty 
charms,  fuch  wonderous  power  is  there  in  the  colour 
of  a  paltry  tunic !  and  this  in  the  fentiments,  not 
only  of  the  vulgar  (more  contemptible  than  the 
uniform  they  efpoufe)  but  even  in  the  opinion  of 
fome  grave  perfonages.  When  I  obferve  fuch  men 
thus  infaddbly  fond  of  fo  filly,  fo  low,  fo  uninte- 
refting,  fo  common  an  entertainment,  I  congratulate 
myfelf  that  I  am  infenfible  to  thefe  pleafures;  and 
am  glad  to  employ  the  leifure  of  this  feafon  upon 
my  ftudies,  which  others  throw  away  upon  the  moft 
idle  occupations.  Farewel. 

b  The  performers  at  thefe  games  were  divided  into  com- 
panies, diitinguifhed  by  the  particular  colour  of  their  habits; 
the  principal  of  which  were  the  white,  the  red,  the  blue,  and 
the  green.  Accordingly  the  fpedators  favoured  one  or  the 
other  colour,  as  humour  and  caprice  inclined  them.  Jn  the 
reign  of  Juftinian  a  f  tumult  arofe  in  Conftantinonle,  oc- 
cafioned  merely  by  a  contention  among  the  pariizans  of 
thefe  feveral  colours,  wherein  no  lefs  than  30,000  men  loft 

their  lives. 

+  Procop.  de  Bell.  Perfic,  I.  I. 

LET. 
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LETTER    VII.     r<?  ROMANIA 

I  AM  glad  to  find  by  your  letter,  that  you 
are  engaged  in  building ;  for  I  may  now 
defend  my  own  conduit  by  your  example.  .  I 
am  myfelf  occupied  in  the  fame  fort  of  work; 
and  fince  I  have  you  on  my  fide,  who  fhall  deny 
I  have  reafon  too  ?  We  are  pretty  much  agreed 
Ifkewife,  I  find,  in  our  lituations;  and  as  your 
buildings  are  carrying  on  upon  the  fea-coaft,  mine 
jire  rifmg  upon  the  fide  of  the  Larian  lake.  I  have 
feveral  villas  upon  the  borders  of  this  lake,  but 
there  are  two  particularly,  in  which  as  I  take 
moft  delight,  fo  they  give  me  moft  employment. 
They  are  both  fituated  like  thofe  at  a  Baise: 

one 

*  Now  called  Caftello  di  Baia,  in  Terra  di  Lavoro.  It 
was  the  place  the  Romans  chole  for  their  winter  retreat ;  and 
which  they  frequented  upon  account  of  its  warm  baths.  Some 
few  ruins  of  the  beautiful  villas  that  once  covered  this  delight- 
ful coaft,  Itill  remain;  and  nothing  can  give  one  a  higher  idea 
of  the  prodigious  expence  and  magnificence  of  the  Romans 
in  their  private  buildings,  than  the  manner  in  which  fome  of 
thefe  were  fituated.  It  appears  from  this  letter,  as  well  as 
from  feveral  other  paflages  in  the  claffic  writers,  that  they 
actually  projected  into  the  fea,  being  creeled  upon  vaft  piles 
funk  for  that  purpofe.  Virgil  draws  a  beautiful  fimile  from 
this  cuftom,  where  he  compares  the  maffy  ipear  which  Turnus 
hurled  at  Bitias,  to  one  of  thofe  epormous  piles  thrown  into 
the  Baiau  fea : 

Qualis 
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one  of  them  ftands  upon  a'  rock,  and  has  a  profpeft 
of  the  lakej  the  other  a&ually  touches  it.     The 

firil, 

.    «  .*.-»:  ,      „.  ./.*-:  • 

Qualis  in  Euloico  Baiarum  Jittore  quondam 
Saxea  pila  cadit,  magnis  quam  molikus  ante 
Conjiruttum  jaciunt  panto  ;  fee  ilia  ruinam 
Prona  trabit  penitufque  <vadis  illifa  recumbit  ; 
Mtfceat  fe  mar  La,  &  nigrts  attolluntur  arena. 

JEn.  ix.  710. 

So  from  the  Balan  mole,  whofe  ftrudlures  rife 
High  o'er  the  flood,  a'maffy  fragment  flies; 
The  rapid  rolling  pile  all  headlong  fweeps 
With  one  vafl  length  of  ruin  to  the  deeps  ; 
Thick  boil  the  billows,  and  on  every  fide 
Work  the  dark  fands,  and  blacken  all  the  tide. 

PITT. 

Horace  alfo,  in  one  of  his  moral  Odes,  points  out  and  expofes 
this  amazing  luxury  of  building  : 


marmora 

Lafas  fub  ipfum  funus  ;  t?  fepuhri 
Iftfmemor,  Jtru'n  domos  ; 

Marifque  Baiis  obftrepentis  urgfs 
Summo'vere  littora, 

Parum  locupks  continents  ripa. 

Od.  18.1.2. 

—You,  with  thoughtlefs  pride  elate, 
Unconfcious  of  impending  fate, 
Command  the  pillar'd  dome  to  rife, 
When  lo  !   thy  tomb  forgotten  lies; 
And  tho'  the  waves  indignant  roar, 
Forward  you  urge  the  Baian  fhore, 
While  earth's  too  narrow  bounds  in  vain 
Thy  guilty  progrefs  would  reftrain. 

Mr.  FRANCIS. 

And  here  indeed,  luxury  feems  to  have  reigned  in  her  moft 
licentious  refinements  of  all  kinds;  while  the  principal  amufe- 
ment  of  the  place  confifted  in  failing  upon  the  gulph  in  gaily 

painted 
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firft,  fupported  as  it  were  by  the  lofty  b  bufkin,  I 
call  my  tragic-,  the  other,  as  retting  upon  the 
humble  fock,  my  comic  villa.  They  have  each 
their  particular  beauties,  which  recommend  them- 
felves  to  me  fo  much  the  more,  as  they  are  of  dif- 
ferent kinds.  The  former  commands  a  wider 
profpect  of  the  lake  j  the  latter  enjoys  a  nearer 
view  of  it.  Tbisy  by  an  eafy  bend,  embraces  a 
little  bay ;  the  promontory  upon  which  the  other 
ftands,  forms  two.  Here  you  have  a  ftrait  walk, 
extending  itfelf  along  the  banks  of  the  lake ; 
there  a  fpacious  terrace  that  falls  by  a  gentle 
defcent  towards  it.  The  former  does  not  feel 
the  force  of  the  waves  j  the  latter  breaks  them : 
from  that  you  fee  the  fifhing  -  veflels  below  •, 
from  this  you  may  fifh  yourfelf,  and  throw'  your 
line  from  your  chamber,  and  almoft  from  your 
bed,  as  from  a  boat.  It  is  the  beauties  therefore 
thefe  agreeable  villas  poflefs,  that  tempt  me  to  add 

to  them  thofe  which   are  wanting But  I 

need 

painted  barks,  accompanied  with  all  the  melting  foftnefs  that 
exquifite  wines,  fine  women,  and  rapturoas  mufic  could  in- 
fpire.  There  was  fomething  even  in  the  natural,  as  well  as 
artificial  turn  of  the  fcene,  which  feemed  formed  to  diflblve 
the  mind  into  a  ftate  of  foftnefs  and  diffipation :  infomuch, 
that  Seneca,  with. all  his  ftoical  fortitude,  durft  not  truft  him- 
felfin  it  above  a  day.  See  Seneca,  ep.  51. 

b  The  buflcin  was  a  kind  of  high  (hoe  worn  upon  the  ftage 
by  the  a&ors  of  tragedy,  in  order  to  give  them  a  more  heroi- 
cal  elevation  of  ftature ;  as  the  fock  was  fomething  between  a 
Ihoe  and  flipper,  and  appropriated  to  the  comic  players. 
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need  not  affign  a  reafon  to  you;  who,  undoubt- 
edly, will  think  it  a  fufficient  one  that  I  follow 
your  example.  Farewel. 

LETTER   VIII.     <ft  AUGUSTUS. 

WERE  I  to  beftow  praife  onyou  from  whom 
I  have  received  fo  much,  I  am  afraid  it 
would  feem  to  proceed,  not  fo  much  from  my 
judgement,  as  my  gratitude.  Neverthelefs  I  will 
not  fcruple  to  fay,  that  I  think  all  your  produc- 
tions are  beautiful  j  efpecially,  you  may  be  fure,thofe 
of  which  I  am  the  fubje£t.  And  the  fame  reafon 
will  account  both  for  their  deferving  that  character 
and  for  my  thinking  fo:  for,  as  on  the  one  hand 
you  ever  fucceed  beft  when  friendihip  infpires  you; 
fo  on  the  other,  I  always  like  moft  what  flat- 
ters my  vanity.  Farewel. 

LETTER    IX.     fo  COLO. 

I  Greatly  admire  the  generous  grief  you  exprefs 
for  the  death  of  Pompeius  Quinctianus,  as  it  is 
a  proof  that  your  affection  for  your  departed 
friend,  does  not  terminate  with  his  life.  Far  diffe- 
rent from  thofe  who  love,  or  rather,  I  fhould  more 
properly  fay,  who  counterfeit  love  to  none  but  the 
living.  Nor  indeed  even  that  any  longer  than  they 

arc 
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are  the  favourites  of  fortune*  for  the  unhappy  are 
no  more  the  object  of  their  remembrance,  than  the 
dead.  But  your  friendfhip  is  raifed  upon  a  more 
lading  foundation,  and  the  conftancy  of  your  af- 
fection can  only  end  with  your  life.  Quinctianus, 
moft  certainly,  well  deferved  to  meet  with  that 
generous  warmth  from  his  friends,  of  which  he 
was  himfelf  fo  bright  an  example.  He  loved  them 
in  profperity  j  protected  them  in  adverfity ;  lament- 
ed them  in  death.  How  open  was  his  coun- 
tenance! how  modeft  his  donverfatiori  !  how  equal- 
ly did  he  temper  gravity  with  gaiety !  how  fond 
was  he  of  learning!  how  judicious  his  fentiments! 
how  dutiful  to  a  father  of  a  very  different  cha- 
racter !  and  how  happily  did  he  reconcile  filial  piety 
to  inflexible  virtue,  continuing  a  good  fon,  without 
forfeiting  the  title  of  a  good  man! — But  why  do 
I  aggravate  your  affliction  by  reminding  you  of 
his  merit  ? — yet  I  know  your  affection  for  the  me- 
mory of  this  excellent  youth  is  fo  flrong,  that  you 
had  rather  endure  that  pain,  than  fuffer  his  virtues 
to  be  pafled  over  in  filence ;  efpecially  by  me, 
whofe  applaufe,  you  imagine,  will  adorn  his  ac- 
tions, extend  his  fame,  and  reflore  him,  as  it  were, 
to  that  life  from  which  he  is  prematurely  fnatched. 
Farewd. 


LET- 
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L  E.T  T  E-R    X.     To  TACITUS  ».  ' 

I  Should  be  glad  to  follow  your  precepts ;  but 
there  is  fuch  a  fcarcity  of  boars,  that  it  •  is 
impofllble  to  pay  at  the  fame  time  equal  homage 
to  Minerva  and  Diana,  who,  you  think,  ought 
to  be  jointly  worfhipped.  I  muft  content  my- 
felf  therefore  with  offering  my  fingle  devotion 
to  the  former ;  and  even  that  with  fome  reftric- 
tion,  confidering  the  heats  of  the  feafon,  and 
the  privileged  indolence  of  retirement.  I  com- 
pofed,  indeed,  a  few  trifles  in  my  journey  hither, 
which  are  only  worthy  of  being  deftroyed,  as 
they  are  written  with  the  fame  carelefs  unftudied 
manner  that  one  ufually  chats  upon  the  road. 
Since  I  came  to  my  villa,  I  have  made  fome  few 
additions  to  them,  not  finding  myfelf  in  a  humour 
to  turn  my  thoughts  to  things  of  more  confe- 

a  The  learned  Catanzeus,  with  fome  other  commentators, 
imagines  this  letter  does  not  belong  to  Pliny,  but  is  the  anfwer 
of  Tacitus  to  the  6th  epiftle  of  the  firft  book.  He  fupports 
this  conjedlure,  indeed,  by  no  authority;  only  thinks  it  falls  in 
exactly  with  the  letter,  to  which  he  fuppofes  it  an  anfwer,  and 
fancies  he  difcovers  fomething  in  the  ftile  different  from  our 
author's  manner.  But  upon  a  comparifon  of  the  two  letters, 
there  fcems  little  reafon  to  believe  one  is  an  anfwer  to  the 
other.  And  as  to  any  difference  of  ftile  (if  there  really  be 
any)  which  the  tranflator  confeffes  he  has  not  penetration 
enough  to  difcover,  it  is  much  too  precarious  an  argument  to 
have  any  weight  in  the  cafe.  The  fuppofition  of  Cafaubon 
feems  more  probable,  who  thinks  this  epiftle  might  be  occa- 
fioned  by  one  from  Tacitus,  wherein  he  reminded  Pliny  of  his 
own  advice  to  him,  in  that  letter  to  which  Catanacus  imagines 
this  to  be  an  anfwer. 

VOL.  II.  L  quence. 
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quence.  Thus  my  poems,  which  you  fuppofe  I 
am  finishing  with  fo  much  advantage  amidft  the 
fi'.cnce  and  folemnity  of  woods  and  groves,  are,  in 
iruch,  wholly  at  a  Hand.  Bu:  I  have  re\ifed  an 
oration  or  two;  tho'  that  kind  of  b-  fo  un- 

pleafant,  as  rather  to  referable  -uftic  labours,  than 
rural  anrufements.  Farewel. 


LETTER   XI.     To  GEMINUS. 


letter  was  particularly  acceptable  to 
-*-  me,  as  it  mentioned  your  defire  that  I  would 
fend  you  fomething  of  mine  addrefTed  to  you,  to 
infeit  in  'your  works.  1  fhall  find  an  occafion  of 
complying  with  your  requeftjmore  proper  than  that 
which  you  propofe;  die  fubject  you  point  out  to  me 
being  attendee}  with  fome  objections;  and  when 
you  cor.flder  it  again,  you  will  tliink  fo.  —  As  I  did 
not  imr.gine  there  were  any  bookleilers  at  a  Lug- 
dunum,  I  am  fo  much  the  more  pleafed  to  learn 
that  my  works  are  fold  there.  I  rejoice  to  find 
they  rr.iiintain  the  fame  character  abroad,  which 
they  raifed'at  home  ;  and  I  begin  to  flatter  myfelf 
they  have  fome  merit,  fmceperfons  of  fuch  diftant 
countries  are  agreed  in  their  opinion  concerning 
them.  Farewei. 

a  Lyons,  in  the  Lyonois,  a  province  of  France. 

7  LET- 
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LETTER    XIL     5ft  JUNIOR. 

A  Certain  fKend  of  mine  lately  chaftifed  his 
fon  in  my  prefence,  for  being  fomewhat 
too  expenfive  in  the  article  of  dogs  and  horfes. 
"  And  pray,  (I  afked  for  him,  when  the  youth  was 
"  withdrawn)  did  you  never  commit  a  fault  your- 
"  felf  which  deferred  your  father's  correction? 
?l  Are  you  not  fometimes  even  now  guilty  of 
"  errors,  which  your  fon,  were  he  in  your  place, 
"  might  with  equal  gravity  reprove  ?  Are  not  all 
ff  mankind  fubjecl:  to  indifcretions  ?  And  have  we 
"  not  each  of  us  our  particular  follies  in  which  we 
"  fondly  indulge  ourfelves  ?" 

The  great  affection  I  have  for  you,  induced  me 
to  fet  this  inftance  of  unreafonable  feverity  before 
you,  as  a  caution  not  to  treat  your  fon  with  too 
much  rigour  and  aufterjty.  Confider  he  is  but  a 
boy,  and  that  there  was  a  time  when  you  were  of 
the  fame  age.  In  exerting  therefore,  the  authority 
of  a  father,  remember  always  that  you  are  a  man,, 
and  the  parent  of  a  man.  FareweJ. 


L2 
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LETTER    XIII.     <To  QUADRATES. 

TH  E  pleafure  and  attention  with  which  you 
perufed  the  vindication  I  publifhed  of a  Hel- 
vidius,  has  greatly  railed  your  curiofity,  it  feems, 
to  be  informed  of'thofe  particulars  relating  to  that 
affair,  which  are  not  mentioned  in  the  defence;  as 
.you  were  too  young  to  be  prefent  yourfelf  at  that 
tranfaction.  When  Domitian  was  afiafimated,  a 
glorious  opportunity,  I  thought,  offered  itfelf  of 
purfuing  the  guilty,  vindicating  the  injured,  and 
advancing  my  own  reputation.  But  amidft  an  in- 
finite variety  of  the  blackeft  crimes,  none  appeared 
to  me  more  atrocious,  than  that  a  fenator,  ofpneto- 
rian  dignity,  and  inverted  with  the  facred  charac- 
ter of  a  judge,  mould,  even  in  the  very  fenate  itfelf, 
lay  violent  hands  upon  a  member  b  of  that  anguft 
affernbly;  upon  one,  who  formerly  had  the  honour 
of  being  conful,  and  who  then  flood  arraigned 
before  him.  Befides  this  general  confideration,  I 
had  likewife  a  particular  intimacy  with  Helvidius, 
as  far  as  it  was  poflible  to  hold  with  one,  who 
fearing  the  tyranny  of  the  times,  endeavoured  to 

veil 

*  He  was  accufed  of  tresfon,  under  pretence  that  in  a  dra- 
matic piece  which  he  compofed,  he  had,  in  the  characters  of 
j'r.ris  ar.d  Cenone,  reflected  upon  Domitian  for  divorcing  his 
wile  Domitia.  Suet,  in  vit.  Dqnm.  c.  10. 

b  iieividius. 
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veil  the  luftre  of  his  fame,  and  his  virtues,  in 
obfcurity  and  retirement,     Arria  likewife,  and  her 
daughter  Fannia  who  was  mother-in-law  to  Hel- 
vidius,  were  in  the  number  of  my  friends.     But 
it  was  not  fo  much  private  attachments,  as  the 
honour  of  the  public,  a  juft  indignation  at  the 
action,  and  the  danger  of  the  example  if  it  fhould 
pafs   unpunimed,  that  animated  me  upon  this  oc- 
cafion.     At  the  firft  reftoration  of c  liberty,  every 
man  fingled  out  his  particular  enemy,  (tho*  it 
mud  be  confefled,  thofe  only  of  a  lower  rank) 
and  in  the  midft  of  much  clamour  and  confufion, 
no  fooner  brought  the  charge  than  procured  the 
condemnation.     But  for  myfelf,  I  thought  it  would 
have  more  the  appearance  of  moderation  as  well 
as  fpirit,   not  to  take  advantage  of  the  general 
refentment  of  the  public,  but  to  cruih  this  cri- 
minal with  the  fingle  weight  of  his  own  enor- 
mous guilt.      When  therefore  the   firft  heat  of 
public  indignation  began  to  cool,  and  declining 
paflion  gave  way  to  juftice,  tho'   1  was  at  that 
time  under  great  affliction  for  the  lofs  of d  my 
wife,  I  lent  to  Anteia,  the  widow  of  Helvidius,  and 
defired  her  to  come  to  me,  as  my  late  misfortune 
L  3  prevented 

«  Upon  the  acceffion  of  Nerva  to  the  empire,  after  the 
death  of  Domitian. 

d  Our  author's  firil  wife:  of  whom  we  have  no  particular 
account.  After  her  death  he  married  his  favourite  Culphuruk. 
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prevented  me  from  appearing  in  public.  When  fhe 
arrived,  I  acquainted  her  with  my  intention  not  to 
fufFer  the  injuries  her  hufband  had  received,  to- 
pafs  unrevenged;  and  defired  her  to  confult  with 
Arria  and  Fannia  (who  were  juft  returned  from 
exile)  whether  fhe  and  they  would  join  with  me 
in  the  profecution.  Not  that  I  wanted,  J  faid,  an 
afibciate,  but  that  I  was  not  fo  jealous  of  my  owrt 
giory,  as  to  refufe  to  fhare  it  with  them  in  this  affair. 
She  accordingly  communicated  this  melfage  to 
them;  and  they  all  agreed  to  the  propofal  without 
the  leaft  hefitatiom  It  ^happened  very  opportunely, 
that  the  fenate  was  to  meet  within  three  days.  It 
was  a  general  rule  with  me  to  confuit,  in  all  my  af- 
fairs, with  Corellius,  if  perfon  of  the  greateft  pru- 
dence and  wifdom  this  age  has  produced.  How- 
ever in  the  prefent  cafe,  I  relied  entirely  upon  my 
own  difcretion,  being  apprehenfive  he  would  not 
approve  cf  my  defign,  as  he  was  of  a  very  indeci- 
five  and  cautious  temper.  But  altho'  I  did  not 
previoufly  deliberate  with  him,  (experience  having 
taught  me,  never  to  advife'with  a  perfon  concerning 
a  queftion  we  have  already  determined,  where  he 
has  a  right  to  expect  that  one  fhall  be  decided  by  his 
judgement)  yet  I  could  not  forbear  acquainting  him 
with  my  relblution  at  the  time  I  propofed  to  carry 
it  into  execution.  The  fenate  being  afiembledi 
1  came  into  the  houfe,  and  begged  I  ir.ight  have 

leave 
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leave  to  make  a  motion:  which  I  accordingly  did  ia 
few  words,  and  with  general  afient.  When  I  began 
to  touch  upon  the  charge  and  point  out  the  per- 
fon  I  intended  to  accufe  (tho'  as  yet  without  men- 
tioning him  by  name)  I  was  attacked  on  all  fides. 
"  Let  us  know,  fays  one,  who  is  the  object  of  this 
"  extraordinary  motion  ?  Who  is  it  (alked  another) 
"  that  is  thus  accufed,  without  acquainting  the 
"  houfe  with  his  name,  and  his  crime  ?  Surely 
(<  (added  a  third)  we  who  have  efcaped  the  late 
"  dangerous  times,  may  expect  now,  at  leaft,  to 
"  remain  in  fecurity."  I  heard  all  this  with  great 
calmnefs,  and  without  being  in  the  leaft  alarmed ; 
fuch  is  the  effect  of  confcious  integrity;  and  fo 
much  difference  is  there  with  refpect  to  infpiring 
confidence  or  fear,  whether  the  world  had  only  rather 
one  (kould  forbear  a  certain  act,  or  abfolutely  con- 
demns it.  It  would  be  too  tedious  to  relate  all  thac 
'was  advanced  by  different  parties  upon  this  occafion. 
At  length  the  conful  acquainted  me,  that  I  was  at 
liberty  to  propofe  what  I  thought  proper,  when  my 
turn  fhould  come  to  give  my  opinion  upon  the 
f  order  of  the  day.  I  thanked  him  for  allowing  me 
L  4  a  liberty, 

*  'Tis  very  remarkable,  that  when  any  fenator  was  aflced 
his  opinion  in  the  houfe  concerning  the  bufmeij  in  agitation, 

bft 
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a  liberty,  which  he  never  yet  (I  faid)  refufed  to  any; 
and  fo  fat  down:  when  immediately  the  houfe  went 
upon  other  bufinefs.  In  the  meanwhile,  one  of  my 
confular  friends  took  me  afide,  and  with  great  ear- 
neflnefs  telling  me  he  thought  I  had  proceeded  in 
this  matter  with  more  courage  than  prudence,  ufed 
every  method  of  reproof  and  perfuafion,  to  prevail 
with  me  to  defift;  adding  at  the  fame  time,  that 
I  fhould  certainly,  if  I  perfevered,  render  myfelf 
obnoxious  to  fome  future  prince.  "  And  fo  be 
cc  it,  (I  returned)  fhould  he  prove  a  bad  one." 
He  had  fcarce  left  me,  when  a  fecond  came 
up :  "  for  God's  fake,  faid  he,  what  are  you  at- 
"  tempting?  Why  will  you  ruin  yourfelf?  Do 
"  you  confider  to  what  hazards  you  are  expofed  ? 
"  Why  will  you  prefume  too  much  on  the  pre- 
"  fent  fituation  of  public  affairs,  when  it  is  fo  un- 
ce  certain  what  turn  they  may  hereafter  take?  You 
<c  are  attacking  a  man  who  is  actually  at  the  head 
"  of  the  treafury,  and  will  fhortly  be  conful.  Be- 
<c  fides,  do  you  confider  what  credit  he  has,  and 
"  with  what  powerful  friencfhips  he  is  fupport- 
"  ed?"  Upon  which  he  named  a  certain  per- 
fon,  who  (not  without  feveral  unfavourable  ru- 
mours) 

lie  had  the  privilege  of  fpeaking  as  long  as  he  plcafed  upcn 
any  ether  affair,  before  he  delivered  his  fentimeius  on  the  point 
HI  quefUcn.  AuL  Cell.  lib.  4.  c.  10. 
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monrs)  *  was  then  at  the  head  of  a  powerful  army 
in  the  Faft.  I  replied, 

"  AU  I've  for ejeen,  and  oft  in  thought  revoh'd* 

"  and  am  willing,  if  fate  fhall  fo  decree,  to  fuffer 
"  by  acting  an  honourable  part,  provided  I  can 
"  draw  vengeance  down  upon  a  mod  infamous 
"  one."  The  time  for  the  members  to  give 
their  refpective  opinions  was  now  arrived.  Do- 
mitius  Apollinaris,  the  conful  eleft,  fpoke  firft; 
after  him  Fabricius  Vejento,  then  Fabius  Pofthu- 
mius ;  Vectius  Proculus  next,  (v/ho  married  my 
wife's  mother,  and  who  was  coliegue  'of  publicius 
Certus,  the  perfon  on  whom  the  debate  turned) 
and  lad  of  all  Ammius  Flaccus.  They  all  de- 
fended Certus,  as  if  I  had  already  accufed  him 
(tho*  I  had  not  yet  fo  much  as  once  mentioned  his 
name)  and  entered  upon  his  j unification  as  if  I  had 
exhibited  a  Ipecific  charge.  It  is  not  neceflary 
to  repeat,  in  this  place,  what  they  refpectively 
faid,  having  related  it  in  their  own  words  in  the 
ipeech  above-mentioned.  Avidius  Quietus,  and 
Cornutus  Tertuliius  anfwered  them.  The  former 
obferved,  "  that  it  was  extremely  unjuft  not  to  hear 
cc  the  complaints  ofthofe  who  thought  themfelves 
fs  injured  i  and  therefore  that  Arria  and 


*  Probably  concerning  his  intentions  to  employ  his  credit 
with  the  artny,  to  be  p.uclaimcd  empercr  ei:h"r  im: 
or  on  the  death  of  Nti •»  a. 

k  ^Eneid.  lib.  6.  v.  105, 
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rc  ought  not  to  be  denied  the  privilege  oflaying 
"  their  grievances  before  the  houfe;  and  that  the 
<c  point  for  the  confideration  of  the  fenate  was  not 
"  the  rank  of  the  perfon  but  the  merit  of  the 
"  caufe."  Then  Cornutus  rofe  up  and  acquaint- 
ed the  houfe,  "  that  as  he  was  appointed  guar- 
"  dian  to  the  daughter  of  Helvidius  by  the  con- 
"  fuls,  upon  the  petition  of  her  mother  and  her 
"  father-in-law,  he  thought  hhnfclf  obliged  to 
"  fulfil  the  duty  of  his  truft.  In  the  execution 
"  of  which,  however,  he  would  endeavour  to  fet 
"  fome  bounds  to  his  indignation,  by  following 
"  that  great  example  of  moderation  which  thole 
"  excellent  women  a  had  fet,  who  contented  them- 
<c  felves  with  barely  informing  the  fenate  of  the 
"  cruelties  which  Certus  committed  in  order  to 
"  carry  on  his  infamous  adulation.  And  there - 
"  fore,  he  would  only  move,  that  if  a  punifh- 
"  rnent  due  to  a  crime  fo  notoricufly  known, 
"  mould  be  remitted,  that  at  leaft  Certus  rrrght 
"  be  branded  with  fome  mark  of  the  difplea- 
"  fure  of  that  auguft  affembly."  Satrius  Rufus 
fpoke  next,  and  meaning  to  (leer  a  kind  of  mid- 
dle courfe,  exprefled  himfelf  v.idi  much  ambi- 
guity. lt  I  am  of  opinion,  faid  he,  that  great 
"  injuftice  will  be  done  to  CertuS,  if  he  is  not: 
"  acquitted  (for  I  do  not  fcruple  to  mention 

"  his 
*  Arna  and  Fannia, 
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ec  his  name,  fince  the  friends  of  Arria  and  Fannia, 
"  as  well  as  his  own,  have  done  fo  too)  nor  indeed 
ff  have  we  any  occafion  to  be  felicitous  upon  this 
"  account.  We  who  think  well  of  the  man,  mall 
"  judge  him  with  the  fame  impartiality  as  the  reft: 
"  but  if  he  is  innocent,  as  I  hope  he  is,  and  fhall  be 
"  glad  to  find,  I  think  this  houfe  may  veryjuftly 
"  deny  the  prefent  motion,  'till  fome  charge  mail 
"  be  proved  againft  him."  Thus,  according  to 
the  refpective  order  in  which  they  were  called* 
upon,  they  delivered  their  feveral  opinions.  When 
it  came  to  my  turn,  I  rofe  up,  and  uling  the 
fame  introduction  to  my  fpeech  as  I  have  pub- 
limed  in  the  defence,  I  replied  to  them  feverally. 
It  is  furprifing  with  what  an  univerfal  affent  I  was 
heard,  even  by  thofe  who  juft.  before  were  loudeft 
againft  me :  fuch  a  wonderful  change  was  wrought 
either  by  the  importance  of  the  affair,  the  elo- 
quence of  the  fpeech,  or  the  refolution  of  the  ad- 
vocate. After  I  had  finifhed,  Vejento  attempted 
to  reply  ;  but  the  general  clamour  not  permitting 
him  to  proceed,  "  I  hope,  confcript  fathers,  b  faid 

"  he, 

*  In  the  early  times  of  the  republic,  the  conful  began  by 
afking  the  opinion  of  the  Pri>.<e  of  the  fenate,  and  the  reft 
went  on  each  according   to  his  age.     Under   the  emperors, 
thrir  will  ferved  as  a  rule:  for  as  the  prince  prefided  in  the 
il'nite,  he  demanded  the  opinion  of  him  firft,  \vhcm  he  thought 
£t  to  do  that  honour :  however,  he  more  dually  began  wica 
•Jie  conlals. 

*  The  appdlr.ior.  by  which  the  fenate  was  addrefied. 
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"  he,  you  will  not  oblige  me  to  implore  the  a£- 
"  fiftance  of  the  h  Tribunes."  Immediately  the 
tribune  Murena  cried  out,  "  You  have  my  leave, 
"  mod  illuftrious  Vejento,  to  go  on."  But  ftill 
the  clamour  was  renewed.  In  the  interval,  the 
conful  ordered  the  houfe  to  divide,  and  having 
counted  the  voices,  difmiffed  the  fenate,  leaving 
Vejento  in  the  midft,  ftill  attempting  to  fpeak. 
He  made  great  complaints  of  this  affront  (as  he 
called  it)  applying  the  following  lines  of  Homer 
to  himfclf : 

1  Great  perils,  father,  wait  tk'  unequal  fight; 
Thofe  younger  champions  will  thy  ftrength  tier  corns. 

There  was  fcarce  a  man  in  the  fenate  that  did  not 
embrace  and  kifs  me,  and  all  ft  rove  who  fhould 
applaud  me  moft,  for  having  with  the  utmoft 
hazard  to  myfelf,  revived  a  cuftom  fo  long  dif- 
ufed,  of  freely  confulting  the  fenate  upon  affairs  that 
concern  the  honour  of  the  public ;  in  a  word,  for 
having  wiped  off  that  reproach  which  was  thrown 
upon  it  by  the  other  orders  in  the  ftate,  "  that 
"  the  fenators  mutually  favoured  the. members  of 

"  their 

*  The  trlbcr.es  were  magiftrates  chofen   at  fir  ft  out  of  the 
body  of  the  commons,  for  the  defence  of  their  liberties,  and 
toiriterpofe  in  all  grievances  offered  by  their  fuperiours.  Their 
authority  extended  even  to  the  deliberations  of  the  fenate. 

*  Dioir.ed's  fpeech  to  Ncftor,  advifin^  him  to  rx:i;e  from 
the  Edd  of  battle.     Iliad,  iii.  102,     Pops. 
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tf  their    own    body,   while  they    were   very   fe- 
"  vere  in  animadverting  upon  the  reft  of  their 
"  fellow  citizens."     All  this  was  tranfacted  in  the 
abfence    of  Certus,    who   kept  out  of  the  way, 
either  becaufe  he  fufpected  fomething  of  this  na- 
ture was  intended  to  be  moved,  or  (as  was  faid 
in    his    excufe)    that    he    was   really  indifpofed. 
Casfar,  however,  did  not  refer  the  examination 
of  this  matter  to   the   fenate.     But  I  fucceeded 
neverthelefs,  in    my   aim,  another  perfon  being 
appointed    inftead  of  Certus    to   the  confulfhip, 
while    the  election  of  his  colleguc  to,  that  office 
was  confirmed.     And  thus,  the  wifh  with  which 
I    concluded    my  fpeech,  was  actually  realized: 
<f  may  he  be  obliged,  faid  I,  to  renounce  under 
"  a  k  virtuous  prince,  that  reward  he  received 
"  from  an  infamous  one  l  !"     Some  time  after, 
I    recollected,   as    well  as  I  could,  the  fpeech  I 
delivered  upon  this  occafion;  to  which  I  made 
fome  additions.     It  happened  (tho'  indeed  it  had 
the    appearance   of  being  fomewhat   more  than 
cafual)    that  a  few  days  after  I   had  publifhed 
this  piece,  Certus   was   taken    ill  and   died.      I 
was  to'.d  that  his  imagination  continually  repre- 

fented 

k  Nerva. 

1  Domitian  ;  by  whom  he  had  been  appointed conful  cleil, 
tho'  he  had  not  yet  entered  upon  that  office." 
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fented  me  as  a  man  that  was  purfuing  him  with  a 
jdagger.  Whether  there  was  any  truth  in  this  ru- 
mour, I  will  not  venture  to  aflert ;  but  for  the  fake 
of  example,  however,  I  wifh  it  might  gain  credit. 
And  now  I  have  fent  you  a  letter*  which  if  you 
(hould  think  is  as  long  as  the  defence  you  fay  you 
have  redde,  you  muft  impute  it  to  yourfelf,  for  not 
being  contented  with  fuch  information  as  that 
piece  could  afford  you.  FareweL 


LETTER    XIV.     To  TACITUS. 

f  |  AHO'  you  are  by  no  means  inclined  to  felf- 
JL  admiration,  yet,  be  afiured,  none  of  my 
writings  are  more  fmcerely  the  undiflfembled  dic- 
tates of  my  real  thoughts,  than  thofe  of  which  you 
are  the  fu£>je6t.  Whether,  indeed,  Pofterity  will 
concern  herfelfwith  either  of  us,  I  know  not;  but 
furely  we  deferve  fome  frnall  regard  at  kaft,  \ 
will  not  fay  upon  account  of  our  geniufes  (that 
would  be  too  vain  a  prefumption)  but  from  our 
jnduftry,  our  labours,  and  that  high  reverence 
•we  feel  for  her.  Proceed  we  then,  my  friend,  in 
the  conrfe  we  have  entered,  which  as  it  has  con- 
ducted fomc  to  the  brightefl  eminences  of  Fame, 

Jo 
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fo  it  has  drawn  forth  many  from  filent  obfcurity 
into  public  notice  and  reputation.     Farewel. 

L  E  T  T  E  R   XV.      *o  FALCO. 


I  Retired  to  my  villa  at  Tufcum,  with  the  hopes 
of  paffing  my  time  here,  at  lead,  in  my  own 
way  :  but  that  is  a  privilege,  I  find,  I  am  not  to 
enjoy  even  here  ;  fo  greatly  am  I  interrupted  with 
the  importunate  complaints  and  petitions  of  my 
tenants.  I  look  over  their  papers  with  more  reluc- 
tance than  I  examine  my  own  ;  for,  to  confefs  the 
truth,  it  is  with  great  unwillingnefs  I  review  even 
thefe.  I  am  revifing,  however,  fome  little  orations  ; 
an  employment  which,  after  a  length  of  time  has  in- 
tervened, is  but  of  a  very  cold  and  unentertaining 
kind.  In  the  mean  while,  my  domeftic  affairs  are 
neglected  as  much  as  if  I  were  abfent.  Yet  I 
fometimes  fo  far  a<5t  the  part  of  a  careful  matter 
of  a  family,  as  to  mount  my  horfe  and  ride  about 
my  farms,  inftead  of  taking  my  exercife  in  the 
a  geftatio.  As  for  you,  I  hope  you  will  keep  up 
your  good  old  cuftom,  and  in  return  for  this  ac- 
count of  my  rural  occupations,  let  us  country  folk 
know  what  is  going  forward^  in  town.  Farewel. 

*  Seep.  4.  note*. 

LET- 
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LETTER    XVI.     To  MAM  ILIA  N  us. 

T  is  no  wonder  the  chace  you  mention  afforded 
you  infinite  pleafure,  fince  "  the  number  of 
*f  the  (lain  (to  ufe  your  own  hiftorical  expreffion) 
tt  was  not  to  be  counted1."  As  for  myfelf,  I  have 
neither  leiiure  nor  inclination  for  fports  of  that 
kind :  not  leifure,  becaufe  I  am  in  the  midft  of 
my  vintage  j  nor  inclination,  becaule  it  has  proved 
an  extreme  bad  one  this  feafon.  However,  I  fhall 
be  able,  I  hope,  to  draw  off  fome  new  verfes,  at 
leaft,  if  not  new  wine,  for  your  entertainment, 
which  (fince  you  requeft  them  in  ib  agreeable  a 
manner)  I  will  not  fail  to  fend  you,  as  foon  as  they 
fhall  be  thoroughly  fettled.  Farewel. 

LETTER    XVII.     ft  GENITOR. 

I  Have  received  your  letter,  in  which  you  com- 
plain of  being  highly    difgufted    lately  at   a 
very  fplendid   entertainment,    by    a  fet   of  buf- 
foons, mummers,  and  wanton  proftitutes,  who  were 
playing    their   antic  tricks    b  round   the    tables. 

But 

a  An  expreffion  frequent  among  the  hiftorians  in  their  de- 
fcription  of  battles. 

fc  "Dhcfe  perfons  were  introduced  at  mod  of  the  tables  of 
the  great,  for  the  purpofes  of  mirth  and  gaiety,  and  confti- 

tuted 
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But  let  me  advife  you  to  fmooth  your  brow  & 
little.     It  is  true,  I  admit  nothing  of  this  kind  at 

my 

tuted  an  efiential  part  in  all  polite  entertainments  among  the 
Romans.     It  is  fur  prizing  how  foon  this  great  people  deviated 
from   their  original  feverity  of  manners,  and   were   tainted 
with  the  contagion  of  foreign  luxury.    Livy  dates  the   rife  of 
this,   and   other   unmanly  delicacies,  from  the  conqueft  of 
Scip'O  Aliaticus  over  Antiochus;  that  is,  when  the  republic  had 
fcarcely  fubfifted  above  a  hundred  and  fourfcore  years.  *  Lux- 
uri<e  peregrinte  origo,  he  obferves,  exercitu  AJiatico  in   urbem 
invefta  eft.  This  triumphant  army  caught,  it  ieems,  the  conta- 
minating diverfions  of  the  people  it  fubdued ;  and  at  its  return 
to  Rome,  fcattered  infection  among  their  countrymen,  which 
fpread  by  flow  degrees   till  it  effected  their  total  deltru&ion. 
Thus  did  eaftern  luxury  revenge  itfelf  on  Roman  arms !     It 
may  be  wondered,  that  Pliny  (hould  keep  his  own  temper,  and 
check  the  indignation  of  his  friend's  at  a  fcene,  which  was  fit 
only  for  the  diflblute  revels  of  the  infamous  Trimalchio.     But 
it  will  not,  perhaps,  be  doing  juftice  to  our  author,  to  take  an 
eftimate  of  his  real  fentiments  upon  this  point,  from  the  letter 
before  us.     Genitor,  it  feems,  was  a  man  of  ftricl,  but  rather 
of  too  auftere  morals  for  the  free  turn  of  the  age :  emendatut 
C51  gratis :  paulo  etiam  horridior  &   durior  ut  in  hue  licentia 
temporum.   [Ep.  3.  L.  3.]  But  as  there  is  a  certain  feafonable 
accommodation  to  the  manners  of  the  times,  not  only  ex- 
tremely confident  with,  but  highly  conducive  to  the  interefts 
of  virtue,  Pliny,  probably,  may  affeft  a  greater  latitude  than 
he  in  general  approved,  in  order  to  draw  off  his  friend  from 
that  ftiffnefs  and  unyielding  difpofition,   which  might  preju- 
dice   thofe    of  a  gayer  turn  againft  him,  and  confequently 
leflen  the  beneficial  influence  of  his  virtues  upon  the  world. 
A  late  moft  ingenious  author,  who  has  greatly  diflingui(hed 
himfelf  in  feveral  branches  of  ufeful  and  polite  literature, 
has  given  us  a  reprefentation  of  one  of  thefe  buffoons,  from 
an  antique  in  his  collection:  to  which  the  reader  it  referred 
for  a  ftronger  idea  of  the  vitiated  and  low  tafle  of  thofe, 
who   could  receive  from  them  any  gratification.     See  Mid*. 
4ltltnt  Antiq.  tab.  y.fg-  2. 

Liv.  1.  39.  c.  6. 

VOL.  II.  M 


i6a  THE    LETTERS      Book  IX. 

my  own  houfe;  I  endure  them,  however,  without 
fliewing  any  diflike,  when  I  meet  with  them  in 
other    people's.     "  And  why  then  (you  will  be 
<e  ready   to  afk)  not  have  them  yourfelf?     Be- 
caufe   the   geftures    of  the  wanton,  the  pltafan- 
tries  of  the  buffoon,  or  the  extravagancies  of  the 
mummer,  give  me  no  pleafure,  as  they  give  me 
no  furprize.     It  is  my  particular  tafte,  you  fee, 
not  my  judgement,  that  I  plead  againft  them.  And 
indeed,    what  numbers  are  there  who  think  the 
entertainments  in  which  you  and  I   moft  delight, 
are  no   better  than   impertinent    follies  ?     How 
many   are   there,    who    as   foon   as  a  reader,  a 
lyrift,  or  a  comedian  is  introduced,  either  with- 
draw from    the    company,  or  if   they   remain, 
fhew    as   much   diflike   to   this   kind   of  diver- 
fibns,  as  you  did  at  thofe  monfters,  as  you  call 
them!     Let  us  bear  therefore,  my  friend,  with 
others  in  their  amufements,  that  they,  in  return, 
may  fhew  indulgence  to  ours.    Farewel. 


LETTER   XVIII.     To  SABINUS. 

WITH  what  care  and  attention  you  will 
read  my  works,   and  how  perfectly  .trea- 
fure  them  in  your  memory,  your  letter  is  a  fuf- 
ficient   proof.      Do   you    confider    then,  what 

trouble 


I 
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trouble  you  are  bringing  upon  your  hands,  when 
you  kindly  entice  me,  by  every  friendly  arti- 
fice, to  communicate  to  you  as  many  of  them 
as  poffible  ?  I  cannot,  certainly,  refufe  your  re- 
queft;  but  fhall  comply  with  it,  however,  at  dif- 
ferent intervals,  and  obferve  feme  kind  of  re- 
gular fucceffion.  For,  I  would  not  by  too  copious 
and  too  frequent  a  fupply,  over-burthen  and  con- 
found a  memory,  to  which  I  already  owe  fo  many 
acknowledgments ;  nor  pour  in  upon  it  fuch  a 
profufion  at  once,  as  to  obliterate  what  it  had  be- 
fore retained,  in  order  to  make  room  for  what 
fucceeds.  Farewel. 


LETTER   XIX.     To  RUFO. 

U  have  read,   it   feems,   in   a  letter  a  of 
mine,  that  Virginius  Rufus  directed  the  fol- 
lowing lines  to  be  infcribed  upon  his  tomb  ; 


Here  Rufus  lies,  who  Vindetf  arms 

No  I  for  bimfelfy  but  for  his  country's  good: 

For  which  you  blame  him,  and  think  Frontinus 
acted  much  more  reafonably,  in  forbidding  any 
monument  whatfoever  to  be  erected  to  his  me- 
mory: and  in  the  conclufion  of  your  letter,  you 

M  2  defire 

a  To  Albinus  ;  fee  book  6.  let.  10. 
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define  my  fentiments  upon  each.  I  loved  them 
both ;  but  I  confefs  I  admired  him  moft  whom  you 
condemn;  and  admired  him  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  fo  far  from  imagining  I  ever  Ihould  have 
occafion  to  become  his  advocate,  I  thought  he 
could  never  be  fbfficiently  applauded.  In  my 
opinion,  every  man  who  has  adted  a  great  and 
diftingui&ed  part  deferves,  not  only  to  be  excufed 
but  approved,  if  he  endeavours  to  fecure  immor- 
tality to  the  fame  he  has  merited,  and  is  defirous 
alib  to  perpetuate  an  everlafting  remembrance  of 
himfelf,  by  monumental  infcriptions.  Yet  rarely 
(hall  you  find  a  man,  who  had  performed  fuch 
great  achievements,  fo  modeftly  referved  upon 
the  fubjecl:  of  his  own  actions,  as  Virginius  was. 
I  can  bear  him  witnefs  (and  I  had  the  hap- 
pinefs  to  enjoy  his  intimate  friendfhip)  that  I 
never  but  once  heard  him  mention  his  own  con- 
duct ;  and  that  was,  in  giving  an  account  of  a 
converfation  which  pafled  between  him  and  CIu- 
vius:  "  You  well  know  (faid  Cluvius  to  him) 
"  the  fidelity  required  in  an  hiftorian ;  you  will 
"  pardon  me  therefore,  I  hope,  if  you  fhould 
"  meet  with  any  thing  in  my  works,  that  is  not 
€C  agreeable  to  you."  "  O  Cluvius,  he  replied, 
"  can  you  be  ignorant  that  what  I  performed,  was 
u  in  order  that  every  man  might  enjoy  the  liberty 
"  of  writing  what  he  plcafed  ?"  But  let  us  com- 
pare 
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pare  Frontinus  with  him  in  that  very  inftance, 
wherein  you  think  the  former  difcovered  a  more 
modeft  and  unoftentatious  difpofition.     He  for- 
bade a  monument  to  be  erected  to  him,  it  is 
true;  but  in  what  words  ?    "  The  expence  of  a 
"  monument,  fays  he,  is  fuperffuous ;  the  remem- 
"  brance  of  me  will  remain,  if  my  actions  deferve 
"  it."     Is  there  lefs  vanity,  do  you  think,  thus  to 
proclaim  to  all  the  *  world  that  his  memory  would 
remain;  than  to  mark  upon  a  fingle  tomb-ftone,  in 
two  lines,  the  actions  one  has  performed  ?  It  is  not, 
however,  my  defign  to  condemn  your  favourite, 
hero  j  I  only  mean  to  defend  Virginius :  and  what 
argument  can  be  more  prevailing  with  you,  than 
one  drawn  from  a  comparifon  between  him  and 
the  perfon  you  prefer  ?  In  my  own  opinion,  in- 
deed, neither  of  them  deferve  to  be  condemned, 
fince   they   both  were  animated  with  the  fame 
ardent  paflion  for  glory,  altho*  they  purfued  their 
object  by  different  roads:  the  former,  in  defiring 
to  receive   thofe    monumental  honours    he    had 
merited;  the  latter,  in  feeming  to  defpife  them. 
Farewel, 

*  It  appears  from  hence,  that  this  was  not  a  teftamentary 
direction,  but  a  declaration  in  fome  work  which  Frontinus  ha,d 
published. 


M  3  LET. 


166  THE    LETTERS      Book  IX. 


LETTER  XX.     3V  VENATOR. 

THE  longer  your  letter  was,  fo  much  the 
more  agreeable  I  thought  it;  efpecially  as 
it  turned  entirely  upon  my  works.  I  am  not  ar  aU 
furprized  you  ihould  find  a  pleafure  in  them,  fince 
I  know  you  have  the  fame  affection  for  every  com- 
pofition  of  mine,  as  you  have  for  the  author. 

The  getting  in  of  my  vintage  (which  tho'  it  has 
proved  but  a  {lender  one  this  feafon,  is,  however, 
more  plentiful  than  I  expected)  particularly  em- 
ploys me  at  prefent.  If  indeed  1  can  with  any  pro- 
priety fay  fo,  who  only  gather  a  grape  now  and 
then,  vifit  the  wine-prefs,  tafte  the  muft  in  the  vat, 
and  faunter  to  my  domeftics a;  who  being  all  en- 
gaged without  doors,  have  \vholly  abandoned  me 
to  my  readers  and  my  fecretaries.  Farewel. 


LETTER   XXL     ft  SABIMIANUS. 

"V7"  OUR    freedman,   whom    you  lately  men- 

•*•     tioned  to  me  with  difpleafure,  has  been  with 

me,  and  threw  himfelf  at   my  feet  with  as  much 

fub- 


*   The  diftinflion  in  the  civil  law  between  'the  Jerri  Uftmi 
'•    Ktf'ti,  i»  alluded  to  in  the  original;  but  as  we  have  not 
the  lame  cjnong  us,  it  is  r-ot  poii'b'.e,  perhaps,  to  preferve  this 
»llufioii,  wiih  propriety,  in  an  Engiifh  tranlktjon. 
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fubmifTion  as  he  could  have  fhewn  at  yours.     He 
earneftly  requefted  me  with  many  tears,  and  even 
with  all  the  eloquence  of  filent  forrow,  to  inter- 
cede for  him ;  in  fhort,  he  convinced  me  by  his 
whole    behaviour,    that   he   fmcerely    repents  of 
his  fault.     I   am  perfuaded  he  is  thoroughly  re- 
formed, becaufe  he  feems  deeply  fenfible  of  his 
guilt.     I  know  you  are  angry  with  him,,  and  I 
know   it    is    not  without  reafonj    but  clemency 
can  never  exert  itfelf  more  laudably,  than  when 
there   is   the  moft  caufe  for  refentment.      You 
once  had  an  affection  for  this  man,  and,  I  hope, 
will  have  again :  in  the  mean  while,  let  me  only 
prevail  with  you  to  pardon  him.   If  he  fhould  incur 
your  difpleafure  hereafter,  you  will  have  fo  much  the 
ftronger  plea  in  excufe  for  your  anger,  as  you  (hew 
yourfelf  the  more  exorable  to  him  now.     Concede 
fomething  to  his  youth,  to  his  tears,  and  to  your  own 
natural  mildnefs  of  temper :  do  not  make  him  un- 
eafy  any  longer,  and  I  will  add  too,  do  not  make 
yourfelf  fo ;  for  a  man  of  your  benevolence  of  heart, 
cannot  be  angry  without  feeling  great  uneafinefs.    I 
am  afraid,  were  I  to  join  my  intreaties  with  his,  I 
fhould  feem  rather  to  compel,  than  requeft  you  to 
forgive  him.     Yet  I  will  not  fcruple  even  to  unite 
mine  with  hisj  and  in  fo  much  the  ftronger  terms, 
as  I  have  very  Iharply  and  feverely  reproved  him,  po- 

M  4  fitively 
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fitively  threatening  never  to  interpofe  again  in  his 
behalf.  But  tho'  it  was  proper  to  fay  this  to  him, 
in  order  to  make  him  more  fearful  of  offending;  I 
do  not  fay  fo  to  you.  I  may,  perhaps,  again  have 
occafion  to  intreat  you  upon  his  account,  and  again 
obtain  your  forgivenefs  j  fuppofing,  I  mean,  his 
fault  Ihould  be  fuch  as  may  become  me  to  inter- 
cede, and  you  to  pardon.  Farewel. 


LETTER   XXII.     To  SEVERUS. 

I  HAVE  been  much  alarmed  by  the  ill  ftate  of 
health  of  PafTienus  Paulus,  as  indeed  I  had 
many  and  juft  reafons.     He  has  a  mod  excellent 
and  generous  heart,  of  which  I  have  the  happinefs 
to  {hare  the  warmeft  friendship.    In  his  writings  he 
very  fuccefsfully  emulates  the  ancients,  whofe  fpirit 
and  manner  he  has  clokly  imitated  and  happily 
reftored;  efpecially  that  of  Tropertius,  to  whom  he 
is  no  lefs  related  by  genius,  than  by  blood,  as  he 
particularly  referrtbles  that  poet  in  his  chief  excel- 
lency.    When  you  read  his  elegies,  all  that  is  ele- 
gant, tender,  and  pleafing,  will  confpire  to  charm 
youj  and  you  will  clearly  difcover  they  are  ani- 
mated with  the  congenial  fpirit  of  Propertius.     He 
has  lately  made  fome  attempts  of  the  lyric  kind,  in 
which  he  as  fuccefsfully  copies  the  manner  of  Ho- 
race, 
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race,  as  he  has  that  of  the  other  poet  juft  men- 
tioned.    You  would  imagine,  were  there  fuch  a 
thing   as  kindred   in   genius,  that   the   blood  of 
Horace  like  wife  flowed  in  his  reins.     He  difplays 
a  imft  wonderful  eompafs  and  pregnancy  of  ima- 
gination :  when  he  defcribes  the  paflion  of  love, 
you  perceive  his  heart  is  entirely  poflfeffed  by  the 
moft  tender  fentiments ;   when  he  paints  the  emo- 
tions of  grief,  you  fee  his  breaft  is  penetrated  with 
the  deepeft  Ibrrow  j  when  he  enters  upon  topics 
gf  panegyric,   it   is  with   all  the   ardour   of  the 
warmeft   benevolence  •>  when   he   diverts   himfelf 
•with  fubjefts  of  pleafantry,  it  is  in  the  fpirit  of  the 
moil  agreeable  gaiety  ;  in  fhort,  whatever  kind  of 
poetry  he  engages  in,  he  executes  it  with  fuch  a 
mafteriy  hand,  that  one  would  imagine  it  was  the 
fingle  ipecies  to  which  he  .had  applied  himfelf. 
The  dangerous  indifpofition  of  fuch  a  friend  and 
fuch  a  genius,  occafion'd  as  much  anxiety  to  me 
as  it  did  pain  to  him.     But  at  length  be  is  re- 
covered, and  my  peace  is  reftored:  an  event  which 
defer ves  your   congratulation,    not  only   for   my 
fake,  but  for  the  fake  of  literature  itfelf,  which  was 
cxpofed  to  as  great  a  hazard  by  his  danger,  as  it 
wjll  receive  glory  by  his  recovery.     Farewel, 


LET- 
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IT  has  frequently  happened  when  I  have  been 
pleading  before  the  centumviri,  that  thofe  ve- 
nerable judges,  afcer  having  preferved  as  much  as 
pofiible  the  gravity  and  folemnity  fuitable  to  their 
character,  have  at  length  been  forced,  as  it  w"er», 
to  break  thro'  all   reftraints,  and  have  rifen  up, 
with  one  confent,  in  my  applaufe.     I  have  often 
likewife  gained  as  much  glory  in  the  fenate,  as  my 
Btmoft  wifhes  could   defire:  but  I    never  felt   a 
snore  fenfible  pleafure  than  by  an  account  which 
1  lately  received   from    Cornelius   Tacitus.     He 
informed  me,  that  at  the  lafl  Circenfian  games, 
te  fat  next  to  a  certain  perfon,  who,  after  much 
difeourfe    had   pafTed    between  them    upon    va- 
rious points  of  erudition,  afked  him   if  he  was 
an   Italian,    or   a   provincial  ?    Tacitus    replied, 
"  Your  acquaintance   with  literature  mud  have 
u  informed  you,  who  I   am."     "  Pray  then,  is 
•*  it  Tacitus  or  Pliny  I  am  talking  with?"     I 
cannot  exprefs  how  highly  I  am   pleafed   to  find 
that  our  names  are  not  fo  much  the  proper  ap- 
pellatives  of  men,  .as  a   kind    of  diflmction  for 
learning  herfelfi  and  that  eloquence  renders   us 
known  to  thofe,  who   would  be   ignorant   of  us 
by  any  other  means.     An  accident  of  the  fame 
7  nature 
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nature  happened  to  me  a  few  days  ago.  Fabius 
Rufinus,  a  perfon  of  diftinguiflied  merit,  was 
placed  next  to  me  at  table ;  and  below  him  a 
countryman  of  his,  who  was  juft  then  come  to 
Rome  for  the  firft  time.  Rufinus  defired  his 
friend  to  take  notice  of  me,  and  entered  into  a 
converfation  concerning  the  obje<5b  of  my  ftudies : 
to  whom  the  other  immediately  replied,  fc  That 
((  muft  undoubtedly  then  be  Pliny."  To  own 
the  truth,  I  look  upon  thefe  inftances  as  a  very 
confiderable  recompence  of  my  labours.  Had 
Demofthenes  reafon  to  be  pleafed  wich  the  old 
woman  of  Athens  exclaiming  %  Cf  This  is  De- 
*{  mofthenes !"  and  may  I  not  be  allowed  to  con- 
gratulate myfelf  upon  the  extenfive  reputation 
my  name  has  acquired  ?  Yes,  my  friend,  I  will  re- 
joice in  it,  and  without  fcruple  confefs  that  I  do. 
AS  I  only  mention  the  judgement  of  others,  not  my 

own, 


*  The  flory  as  related  by  Tally,  is  this  :  Demofthenes  met 
an  old  woman  carrying  a  pail  of  water,  upon  which  (he  whifpers 
to  her  companion,  "  This  is  Demoftiienes  !"  I  muit  not, 
however,  conceal  from  the  reader,  that  Tally  condemns  the 
Grecian  orator  for  being  pleafed  upon  this  occafion,  and  ac- 
counts for  it  in  the  true  fpirit  of  genuine  pliilofophy  *,  apuJ 
alias  loqui  -videlicet  didicerat*  non  multum  ipfe  fecum  .«  he  had 
learnt  the  art  of  talking  to  others,  but  was  unacquainted,  it 
feems,  with  the  molt  inftrudlive  of  all  arts,  the  art  of  felf- 
con-verfe  :  a  little  of  this  home-philofophy  would  have  taught 
him,  in  the  judgement  of  Tally*  to  rate  vulgar  admiration  at  a 
lower  value, 

*  Tufc.  I.  5. 
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own,  I  am  not  afraid  of  incurring  the  cenfur-e  of 
yaaityb;  eipecially  from  you,  who,  as  you  envy 

no 

v  Thofe  who  have  formed  their/  notions  of  notfe/ty  according 
to  the  falfe  refinements  in  manners,  which  latter  times  have 
introduced,  will  take  offence,  probably,  at  the  advantageous 
term?,  in  which  Piiny  here,  and  in  fome  other  paffages  of 
thefe  letters,  fpeafo  of  himfeif.  But  it  will  not  be  juft  to 
eftimate  our  author's  character,  by  maxims  which  have  been 
received1  ta  the  world  long  fince  he  left  it.  It  is  mod  certain, 
that  modcfty,  according  to  the  idea  the  ancients  had  of  it, 
did  not  (neither  in  the  truth  of  things  does  it)  forbid  a  man 
to  fpeak  well  of  himfeif,  where  he  has.  merit  to  fupport  the 
character  he  claims.  True  modcfty  confifted  only  (as  indeed 
k  oi>?ht  only  to-  conhti)  in  being  ajhamect  to  commit  any 
thing  bafe  and  unworthy ;  a«y  tking  unbecoming  the  dig- 
nity of  human  nature ;  any  thing  in  defiance  of  that  re- 
verence we  owe  to  ourfelves,  and  to  that  rank  we  hold  in  the 
order  of  rational  beings :  (he  was  in  fbort,  the  cujlos  virtututA 
tmnium,  as  Tully  emphatically  calls  her,  the  guardian  and 
proteftrefs  of  the  whole  tram  of  human  virtues^  Pliny,  who 
often  recommends  moJefty  as  one  of  the  mofl  lluning  virtues 
rn  others,  could  never  have  fpoken  thus  favourably  of  his  own- 
merit,  if  it  had  been  contrary  to  the  received  notions  of  that 
moil  amiable  quality.  And  that  it  was  not,  is  extremely  evi- 
dent from  the  whole  tenour  of  antiquity  in  the  article  of  fdf- 
commendation.  Homer's  Uiyffes  (to  borrow  the  obfervation 
«f  a  very  polite  and  judicious  critic)  "  calls  himfeif  the  <wifeft 
•*  of  the  Grecians,  as  his  Achilles  does  not  fcruple  to  repre- 
"•  font  himfeif  the  lafi  and  mojl  valiant  of  them;  and  tkat 
•*  too  in  a  council  of  all  the  princes :  Virgil  has  given  us 
•'  his  approbation  of  both  the  one  and  the  other,  in  making 
**•  ^Eneas  ta'k  frequently  of  his  own  piety  and  valour.  So- 
««  crates  in  Plato,  is  always  brought  in  to  his  advantage;  he 
•«.  himfeif  quotes  the  oracle,  which  pronounced  him  to  be 
**  the  luij'ejl  t>f  men.  Xenophon  reprefents  Cyrus,  upon  his. 
**  death-bed,  as  taking  notice  of  the  greateft  beauty  of  his 
«'  own  character,  his  humanity  ;  in  a  piece  which  every  one 
«  knows  was  defigned  for  the  character  of  a  perfect  prince. 
«'  Cajfar  and  the  great  Jewifli  writer  of  his  own  life  frequently- 
*•  commend  themfelves :  the  greateft  critic,  as  well  as  ths 
*•  Created  orator  among  the  Romans,  who  fo  often  reckons 
among  the  things  which  ace  moil  neceffary  toward 

*'  rendering 
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si®  man's  reputation,  fo  you  are  particularly  zea- 
lous for  mine.     FareweL 


LETTER  XXIV. 

I  Greatly  approve  of  your  having,  in  compliance 
with  my a  letter,  received  again  into  your  fa- 
mily and  favour,  a  difcarded  fre^dman,  whom  you 
once  admitted  into  a  fhare  of  your  affection.  This 
placability  will  afford  you,  I  doubt  not,  great  fatif- 
fadion:  it  certainly  at  leaft  has  me,  both  as  a  proof 
that  you  are  capable  of  being  governed  in  your  paf- 
(ion,  and  as  an  inftance  of  your  paying  fo  much  re- 
gard to  me,  as  to  yield  either  to  my  authority,  or  to 
my  requeft.  You  will  accept,  therefore,  at  once, 
both  of  my  applaufe  and  my  thanks.  At  the 
fame  time  I  muft  advife  you.,  to  be  difpofed  $>r 
die  future  to  pardon  the  faults  of  your  people,  tho*- 
there  Ihould  be  none  to  intercede  in  their  behal£ 
FareweL 

"  rendering  a  man  great  in  his  profeffion  ;  how  open  and 
frequent  is  he  in  praiiing  himieif,  and  fetting  his  ow* 
merit  ia  a  <rue  light?  Bat  \vhat_putsthisbeyonddifpute 
(and  (hews  at  the  fame  time,  that  a  juit  commendat  on  of 
one's  felf  may  be  very  confident  with  the  greateil  modefty) 
js  to  be  found  in  the  (acred  writings,  in  which  Mofes  fa^t 

**  of  hirafelf,  that  he  wa&  the  mtektjt  man  upon  earth.'*  Eflay  oa 

Pope's  Odyi".  pt.  !.  52. 

*  See  Let.  zi  of  this  boolc. 
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LETTER   XXV.     To  MAMILIANUS. 

THO*  you  complain  of  the  crowd  of  military 
occupations  which  prefs'upon  you,  yet, 
as  if  you  were  enjoying  the  moft  uninterrupted 
leifure,  you  read  and  admire,  it  feems,  my  poe- 
tical trifles ;  and  not  a  little  encourage  me  to  per- 
fevere  in  amufmg  compofmons  of  that  kind.  I 
begin,  indeed,  to  purfue  this  fort  of  ftudy,  not 
only  with  a  view  to  my  diverfion,  but  my  re- 
putation, fince  they  have  approved  themfelves 
to  the  judgement  of  a  man  of  your  dignity  and 
learning,  and  what  is  more,  of  your  imcerity.  At 
prefent  I  have  fome  bufmels  in  the  courts  of  law, 
which  takes  up  a  little  of  my  time ;  but  as  foon  as 
I  mall  have  difpatched  it,  I  will  again  truft  my  mufe 
to  your  candid  bofom.  You  will  fuffer  my  little 
doves  and  fparrows  to  take  wing  among  your 
eagles  %  if  you  mould  have  the  fame  good  opinion 
of  them  as  they  have  of  themfelves;  if  not,  you 
will  kindly  confine  them  to  their  cage  and  their 
nefts.  Farewel. 

a  Alluding  to  the  Roman  ftandarJI,  which  was  an  eagle  fix'd 
upon  the  top  of  a  fpear. 


LET- 
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LETTER   XXVI.     To  LUPERCUS. 

ISaid  once  (and  I  think  not  improperly)  of  a 
certain  orator  of  the  prefent  age,  whofe  com- 
pofitions  are  extremely  regular  and  correct,  but  by 
no  means  animated  and  fublime,  "  His  only  fauk 
*e  is,«  that  he  has  none."  Whereas  he  who  is  pof- 
fefled  of  the  true  fpirit  of  oratory,  fhould  be  bold 
and  daring j  ftiould  fometimes  rife  above  the  preciie 
limits  of  common  rules ;  and  frequently  foar  even 
to  dangerous  heights :  for  danger  is  generally  near 
whatever  is  towering  and  exalted.  The  Plain,  'tis 
true,  affords  a  fafer,  but  for  that  reaibn  a  more 
humble  and  inglorious  path:  they  who  run,  are 
more  likely  to  (tumble  than  they  who  creep;  but 
the  latter  gain  no  honour  by  not  flipping,  while  the 
former  even  fall  with  glory.  It  is  with  eloquence 
as  with  fome  other  arts ;  flie  is  never  more  plea(ingv 
than  when  fhe  rifks  moft.  Have  you  not  obferved 
what  acclamations  our  rope-dancers  excite,  at  the 
inftant  of  imminent  danger?  Whatever  is  rnoft 
furprizingly  hazardous,  or  as  the  Greeks  better  ex- 
prefs  it,  whatever  is  moft  perilous,  moft  excites  our 
admiration.  The  pilot's  fkill  is  by  no  means 
equally  proved  in  a  calm,  as  in  a  ftorm :  in  the 
former  cafe  he  tamely  enters  the  port,  unnoticed 

and 
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and  un applauded j  but  when  the  cordage  cracks, 
the  maft  bends,  and  the  rudder  groans,  then  it  is 
that  he  (bines,  in  all  his  glory,  and  is  hailed  as  little 
inferiour  to  a  fea-god.  The  reafon  of  making 
thefe  obfervations  is,  becaufe,  if  I  miftake  not, 
you  have  marked  fome  paflages  in  my  writings 
for  being  tumid,  exuberant,  and  over  -  wrought, 
which,  in  my  eftimation,  are  but  adequate  to  the 
idea,  or  boldly  fublime.  It  is  material  therefore 
to  confider,  whether4  your  criticifm  turns  upon 
fuch  points  as  are  real  faults,  or  only  flriking  and 
remarkable  exprefiions.  Whatever  is  elevated  is 
fure  to  be  obferved;  but  it  requires  a  very  nice 
judgement  to  diftinguifh  the  bounds  between  true 
and  falfe  grandeur;  between  a  juft  and  enormous 
height.  To  give  an  inftance  out  of  Homer,  both 
of  the  grand  and  elevated  ftyle,  in  the  following 
lines,  which  can  fcarcely,  I  imagine,  have  efcaped 
any  reader's  obfervation  •> 

Heav'n  in  loud  thunder  bids  the  trumpet Jcund-> 
And  wide  beneath  them  grcans  the  rending  ground  *. 

•Again, 
R(din'd  on  clouds  bisjlecd  and  armor  lay ". 


•  Iliad.  xx;.  387.  Pope's  tranf. 
k  Iliad,  v.  356.  fpeaking  of  Man. 
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So  in  this  whole  paflage : 

c  As  torrents  roll^  increased  by  numerous  rills. 
With  rage  impetuous  down  their  echoing  hills,    • 
Ru/h  to  tbs  -vales,  and  pour'd  along  the  plain, 
Roar  thro'  a  thoufand  channels  to  the  main. 

It  requires,  I  fay,  a  very  delicate  hand  to  poife  thefe 
metaphors,  and  determine  whether  they  are  too 
figurative  and  pompous,  or  truly  majeftic  and  fub- 
lime.  .Not  that  I  think  any  thing  which  I  have 
"  written  or  can  write,  admits  of  comparifon  with 
thefe.  I  am  hot  extravagant  enough  to  entertain 
fo  proud  an  opinion:  what  I  would  be  under- 
ftood  to 'contend  for  is,  that  we  fhould  throw 
up  the  reins  to  eloquence,  nor  curb  the  fpirited 

exertions 

c  Iliad.  4.  v.  4; z.  Pope's  tranfl.  It  is  with  great  judgement 
Pliny  diltinguiflies  between  grandeur  and  elevation,  wnich  tho* 
they  are  fometimes  confounded,  are  moil  certainly  diftinft. 
Grandeur  feems  to  confilt  entirety  in  the  feriument,  and  is 
the  firit  of  the  five  fpecies  of  fublimity  which  *  Longinus  has 
^numerated.  The  paflage  that  admired  critic  quotes  from  the 
account  which  Moles  gives  of  the  creation,  is  oi  this  kind: 
Gca  faidi  Lit  there  be  Light ;  and  there  was  Light .  Here  is  no- 
thing in  the  exprcffion  ornamented  or  elevated;  the  language 
is  plain  and  fimple,  yet  conveys  to  tiie  mind  the  noblclt  idea 
of  omnipotence  that  the  utmoft  efforts  of  the  Jlrongeft  imagi- 
nation can  conceu'e.  But  when  a  fublime  thought  is  cloathed 
(if  I  may  fo  fay)  in  all  the  graceful  propriety  cf  juft  figure,  ic 
then  becomes  elevated.  The  illuftr^tions  which  our  author 
produces  from  Homer,  are  of  this  fort,  where  greatnefi  of 
fentiment  is  heightened  by  beauty  of  imagery. 

*  Scd.  3. 

VOL.  II.  N 
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exertions  of  genius  by  too  much  reftraint.     But 
it  will  be  faid,  perhaps,  there  is  a  wide  difference 
between    orators  and  poets.      As  if  Tully  were 
not  as  bold  in  his  figures  as  any  of  the  poets ! 
Not    to  mention  particular  inftances  from  him, 
in  an  article  concerning  which,  I  imagine,  there 
can  be  no  difpute;  does  a  Demoflhenes  himfelf, 
that  model  and  ftandard  of  true  oratory,  does  De- 
mofthenes  check  and  reprefs  the  fire  of  his  indigna- 
tion, in  that  well  known  paffage  which  begins  thus: 
"  Ye  infamous  flatterers,  ye  evil  genii,  &c.  ?" — 
And  again,  "  It  is  neither  with  (tones  nor  bricks 
"  that  I  have  fortified  this  city,  &c." — And  after- 
wards; "  I  have  thrown  up  thefe  out-works  before 
"  Attica,  ar.d  pointed  out  to  you  all  the  refources 
"  which  human  prudence  can  fuggeft,  &c." — And 
in  another  place ;  "  O  my  countrymen,  I  fwear  by 
"  the  immortal  Gods,  that  he  is  intoxicated  with  the 
"  fpirit  of  his  own  magnanimous  actions,  &c." — 
But  what  can  be  more  daring  and  beautiful  than 

that 

a  The  defign  of  Pliny  in  this  letter  is,  to  juftify  the  figura- 
tive expreffions  he  had  employed,  probably  in  (cme  oration, 
by  initancea  of  the  lame  warmth  of  colouring  from  thofe  great 
m  fters  of  eloquence-,  Dunolthenes  anci  his  rival  yE'cnines. 
But  the  f'TCe  or"  the  paiuiges  wl.icii  he  produces  from  thefe 
orators,  muft  neceflarily  be  greatly  weakened  to  a  mere  mo- 
dern reader,  fome  of  them  being  only  hinted  at,  as  generally 
well  ki-own ;  and  the  met  •  rs  i.i  uveral  of  the  others, 
have  either  loft  much  of  their  <  rrina!  ipirit  and  baldneiV,  by 
b.-:ng  introduced  and  rcCv  .  rr.ino  i  language,  or  can- 

not, perhaps,  be  preferved  ir.  a.i  LugliQi  iranllauon. 
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that  long  digrefiion,  which  begins  in  this  manner : 
"  A  terrible  difeafe,  O  my  countrymen,  has  fnzed 
<f  upon  all  Greece,  &c.?" — The  following  paflage 
likewife,  tho'  fomewhat  fhorter,  is  conceived  in  the 
fame  boldnefs  of  metaphor : — "  Then  it  was  I  rofe 
<f  up  in  oppofition  to  the  daring  Pytho,  who  -poured 
tc  forth  a  torrent  of  menaces  againit  you,  &c." — 
The  fubfequent  ftrifture  is  of  the  fame  ftamp : 
"  When  a  man  has  ftrengthened  himfelf,  as  Philip 
"  has,  by  rapine  and  wickednefs,  upon  the  firfc 
"  pretence  that  offers,  at  the  firft  impolitic  ftcp,  be 
<c  it  ever  fo  inconfiderable,  he  briftlss  up  bis  mane^ 
"  and  feizes  all,  &c." — So  in  the  fame  ftile  with 
the  foregoing  is  this  :  — <f  Railed  qffl  as  it  were, 
"  from  the  privilege's  of  fociety,  by  the  concurrent 
<c  and  juft  judgements  of  the  three  tribunals  in  the 
tf  city." — And  in  the  fame  place :  "  O  Ariftogi- 
"  ton !  you  have  betrayed  that  mercy  which  ufed 
<f  to  be  fliewn  to  offences  of  this  nature,  or  rather 
"  indeed,  you  have  wholly  deftrcyzd  it.  In  vai'n 
"  then  would  you  flee  for  refuge  to  a  port,  which 
"  you  have  jhut  up,  and  choaked  with  •piles" — He 
had  faid  before ;  "  I  am  afraid  therefore,  you  fhouid 
*c  appear  in  the  judgement  of  fome,  to  have  eretted 
<(  a  public  jeminary  of  faction  :  for  there  is  a 
"  weaknefs  in  ail  \vickednefs,  which  renders  it 
"  apt  to  betray  itfelf!'' — And  a  little  lower;  £C  I 
«f  fee  none  of  thefe  refources  open  to  him;  bu: 

N  2  "  all 
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<;  all  is  precipice,  gulpby  and  profound  abyfs" — And 
again  :  u  Nor  do  I  imagine  that  our  anceflors  in- 
"  ftituted  thofe  courts  of  judicature,  that  men  of 
"  his  character  fnould  be  planted  there  ;  but  on  the 
"  contrary  >  eradicated,  that  none  may  emulate  their 
"  evil  actions." — And  afterwards:  "  If  he  is  then 
"  the  artificer  of  every  wickednefs,  if  he  openly 
"  makes  it  his  trade  and  traffic*  &c." — And  a  thou- 
fand  other  paflages  which  I  might  cite  to  the 
fame  purpoie  j  not  to  mention  thofe  expreffions 
which  ^Efchines  fays,,  are  not  words,  but  wonders.— 
You  will  tell  me,  perhaps,  I  have  unwarily  men- 
tioned JEfchines,  fince  Demofthenes  is  condemned 
even  by  him,  for  running  into  thefe  figurative  ex- 
preffions.  But  obferve,  I  intreat  you,  how  far 
fuperiour  the  former  orator  is  to  his  criticizer,  and 
fuperiour  too  in  the  very  paflages  to  which  he  ob- 
jects ;  for  in  others,  the  ftrength  of  his  genius  dif- 
covers  itfclf ;  in  thofe  above  quoted,  the  fublimity 
of  it  fhines  out.  But  does  -ffifchines  himfelf  avoid 
that  mode  of  rhetoric  which  he  reproves  in  De- 
mofthenes ?  "  The  orator,"  fays  he,  <(  O  ye  Athe- 
«c  nians,  and  the  law,  ought  to  Jpeak  the  fame 
"  language  -t  but  when  the  voice  of  the  law  de- 
."  clares  one  thing>  and  that  of  the  orator  ano- 
"  ther,  we  fiiould  give  our  vote  to  the  juftice  of 
"  the  law,  not  to  the  impudence  of  the  orator." — 
And  in  another  place:  "  He  afcerwards  mani- 

"  fcftly 


Book  IX.         OF    PLINY.  181 

"  feftly   difcovered    the  defign  he  had,  of  con- 
"  cealing  his  fraud  under  cover  of  the  decree,  hav- 
"  ing  exprefsly  declared  therein,  that  the  embafTa- 
C(  dors  fent  to  the  Oretfe  gave  the  five  talents,  not 
"  to   you,  but  to  Callias.     And  that  you  may  be 
"  convinced  what  I  fay  is  the  truth  (after  having 
n  ftrippsd  the  decree  of  its  galliesi  its  trim,  and 
"  its  arrogant  oftentation)  read  the  claufe  itfelf." — 
And  in  another  part :  "  Suffer  him  not  to  break 
"  cover  and  efcape  out  of  the  limits  of  the  quef- 
"  tion."     A  metaphor  he  is  fo  fond  of,  that  he  re- 
peats it  again  :  "  But  remaining  firm  and  confi- 
"  dent  in  the  aflembly,  drive  him  into  the  merits  of 
<e  the  queftion,  and  obferve  well  how  he  doubles" — 
Is  his  ftile  more  referved  and  fimple,  when  he  fays:. 
"  But  you  are  for  ever  wounding  our  ears,  and  are 
c<  more  concerned  in  the  fuccefs  of  your  daily  ha- 
"  rangues,  than  for  the  falvation  of  the  city." — 
What  follows  is  conceived  in  a  yet  higher  {train  of 
figure:    <c  Will  you  not  expel  this   man  as  the 
"  common  calamity  of  Greece  ?  will  you  not  feize 
if  and  punifh  this  pirate  of  the  (late,  -who fails  about 
"  in  queft  of  favourable  conjunctures  ?    &c," — 
with  many  other  pafiages  of  the  like  nature. 
'   And  now  I  expedl  you  will  make  the  fame  attacks 
nponcertainexprefllonsinthis  letter,  as  you  did  upon 
thofe  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  defend.     The 

w 
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rudder  that  groans,  and  the  pilot  compared  to  zjea- 
gody  will  not,  I  fuppofe,  efcape  your  criticifm:  for  I 
perceive,  while  I  am  firing  for  indulgence  to  my 
former  ftile,  I  have  fallen  into  the  fame  kind  of 
figurative  diction  which  you  condemn.  But  attack 
them  if  you  pleafe,  provided  you  will  immediately 
appoint  a  day  when  we  may  meet  to  difcufs  thefc 
matters  in  perfon:  you  will  then,  either  teach  me  to 
be  lefs  daring,  or  I  (hall  learn  you  to  be  more  bold. 
Fare  we! . 


LETTER    XXVII.     fo  LATERANUS. 

I  Have  had  many  occafions  to  obferve  the  power, 
the  dignity,  the  majefty,  and  I  will  add  too, 
even  the  divine  efficacy  there  is  in  hiftoryj  but  I 
never  met  with  fo  ftrong  an  inftance  of  it  as  lately. 
An  author  had  recited  part  of  an  hiftorical  per- 
formance, which  he  had  drawn  up  with  the  utmoft 
regard  to  truth,  referving  the  remainder  for  ano- 
ther reading.  When  behold !  the  friends  of  a  cer- 
tain perfon  came  to  him,  and  earneftly  conjured 
him  not  to  recite  the  reft;  fo  much  were  they 
afhamed  to  hear  thofe  actions  repeated,  which  yet 
they  did  not  blufh  to  commit !  The  hiftorian  com- 
plied with  their  requeftj  as  he  honourably  might. 
8  Never- 
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Neverthelefs,  both  the  hiftory  and  the  action  ftill 
remain,  and  will  ever  remain  and  be  read.  It  will 
be  read  too  with  fo  much  the  greater  curiofity,  as 
the  publication  is  delayed  :  for  nothing  raifes  the 
inquifitive  difpofition  of  mankind  fo  much,  as  to 
defer  its  gratification.  Farewel. 


LETTER   XXVIII.     ft  ROMANUS. 


letters  have  at  length  reached  me,  and 
I  received  three  at  once  j  all  moft  elegantly 
written,  and  in  the  warmed  fpirit  of  friendfhip  ;  in 
fhort,  fuch  as  I  had  reafon  to  expect  from  you, 
efpecially  after  having  wifhed  for  them  fo  long.  In 
one,  you  enjoin  me  the  very  agreeable  commifllon 
of  forwarding  your  'letter  to  that  excellent  lady, 
the  virtuous  a  Plotina  :  I  have  forwarded  them. 

N  4  In 

*  Plotina  was  confort  to  the  emperor  Trajan.  Her  virtues 
are  celebrated  by  feveral  hiftorians,  and  our  author  draws  a 
moft  amiable  character  of  her  in  few  words,  in  his  noble  *  pa- 
negyric upon  that  prince.  He  reprefems  her  (and  he  could  not 
give  a  higher  idea  of  her  merit)  as  worthy  the  choice  of  that 
excellent  emperor;  of  a  fanclity  of  manners  worthy  of  ancient 
Rome  ;  plain  in  her  habit,  mcdeft  in  her  equipage,  and  polite 
in  her  addrefs.  She  greatly  contributed,  it  is  f  faid,  to  the 
wife  choice  which  Trajan  made  of  a  fucceiTor  j  and  Adrian,  in 
gratitude  fcr  her  good  offices  to  him  in  that  elcdion,  dedicated 
a  magnificent  temple  to  her  memory,  at  Nifmes  in  Langue- 
doc:  the  remains  of  which  are  ilillto  be  §  feen. 

*  Plin.  Paneg.  No.  83.  f  Eutrop.  L.  3.  c.  6. 

§  Mcntfauc.  D'..u.  p.  4. 
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Jn  the  fame  letter  you  recommend  to  me  Po- 
pilius  Artemifius;  and  accordingly  I  have  per- 
formed his  requefl.  You  tell  me  alfo  your 
vintage  has  proved  extremely  moderate.  That 
complaint,  nptwithflanding  we  are  feparated  by 
fuch  diftant  countries,  is  common  to  us  both. 
Your  fecond  letter  informs  me,  that  you  are 
employed  in  dictating  and  writing  upon  a  fubject, 
wherein  you  have  me  flrongly  in  view.  I  am 
much  obliged  to  you  3  and  fhould  be  more  fo, 
if  you  would  give  me  the  pleafure  of  reading 
your  performance.  It  is  but  juft  indeed,  that 
as  I  communicate  to  you  all  my  competitions, 
you  fhould  fuffer  me  to  partake  of  yours,  even 
tho'  they  mould  turn  upon  fubjefts  which  con- 
cern others.  You  promife  me  in  the  clofe  of 
this  letter,  that  as  foon  as  you  (hall  be  inform- 
ed with  certainty,  in  what  manner  I  intend  to  dif- 
pofe  of  myfelf,  you  will  ma.ke  an  elopement  from 
your  family,  and  immediately  fly  to  me :  I  am 
already  preparing  certain  chains  for  you,  which, 
when  I  have  you  here,  you  will  by  no  means  be 
able  to  break.  I  learn  from  your  third,  that 
my  oration  in  behalf  of  Clarius  has  been  deli- 
vered to  you,  and  that  it  appears  more  full  than 
v/hen  you  heard  it  pronounced.  It  is  fo,  I  ccn- 
fefsj  for  I  afterwards  very  confiderably  enlarged 

it. 
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it.  You  mention  having  fent  me  another  letter, 
which  you  fay  was  written  with  peculiar  confidera- 
tion,  and  define  to  know  if  I  have  received  it :  I 
have  not,  but  impatiently  wait  its  arrival.  In  the 
mean  while  write  to  me  by  every  opportunity,  and 
pay  me  for  this  delay  with  intereft,  which  I  lhall 
compute  at  the  higheft  rate :  for  tell  me,  can  you 
expect  I  fhould  acquit  you  upon  cheaper  terms  ? 
Farewel. 


LETTER   XXIX.     to  RUSTICUS. 

AS  it  is  better  to  excel  in  any  fingle  art,  than 
to  arrive  only  at  mediocrity  in  fcveral  j  fo, 
a  moderate  fkill  in  feveral  is  to  be  preferr'd, 
where  one  cannot  attain  to  perfection  in  any. 
Upon  this  maxim  it  is,  that  I  have  attempted 
compofitions  of  various  forts,  as  I  could  not  ex- 
pect to  carry  any  particular  one  to  its  higheft  ex- 
cellency. I  hope,  therefore,  when  you  read  any 
performance  of  mine,  you  will  conlider  it  with  that 
indulgence  which  is  due  to  an  author,  who  has  not 
confined  himfclf  to  a  fingle  fubject,  but  has  (truck 
out  into  different  kinds  of  compofition.  In  every 
other  fort  of  workmanfhip,  the  number  pleads 
fome  excufe  for  the  deficiencies  of  the  artilt;  and 

ffiall 
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fhall  works  of  literature,  the  moft  difficult  of  all 
others,  be  tried  by  a  feverer  law  ?  But  whilft  I  am 
befpeaking  your  candour,  am  I  not  bringing  my 
gratitude  in  queftion  ?  For,  if  you  receive  thefe 
laft  pieces  with  the  fame  indulgence  that  you  have 
all  my  former,  I  have  more  reafon  to  hope  for 
your  praife,  than  to  fue  for  your  pardon:  your 
pardon,  however,  will  be  fufficient.  Farewel. 


LETTER    XXX.     ?o  GEMIXIUS. 

"\7OU  have  frequently  in  converfation,  and 
•*-  lately  in  a  letter,  commended  your  friend 
Nonius  to  me  for  his  great  liberality  to  certain 
particular  perfons:  I  fhall  join  with  you  in  ap- 
plauding him,  if  his  bounty  is  not  confined  to 
thole  only  whom  you  mention.  I  would  have  Htm 
who  defires  to  (hew  h/.r-felf  influenced  by  a  fpirit 
of  true  generofity,  be  liberal  to  his  country,  his 
kindred,  his  relations,  r.hd  his  friends ;  his  friends, 
I  mean,  in  diftrefs:  not  like  thofe  who  chiefly 
bellow  their  prefents,  where  there  is  the  greateft 
ability  to  make  returns.  I  do  not  look  upon  fuch 
men  as  parting  with  any  thing  of  their  own;  on 
the  contrary,  I  confider  their  bounties  as  only  fo 
many  difguifed  baits,  thrown  out  with  a  defisn  of 
catching  the  property  of  others.  Much  of  the 

fame 
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fame  character  are  thofe,  who  take  from  one  man 
in  order  to  beftow  on  another,  and  aim  at  a  re- 
putation for  munificence  by  fordid  means.  The 
firft  and  fundamental  principle  of  genuine  bene- 
ficence, is  to  be  contented  with  one's  own;  and 
after  that,  to  cherifh  and  embrace  all  the  moil  in- 
digent of  every  kind,  in  one  comprehenfive  circle 
of  general  benevolence.-  If  your  friend  obferves 
this  rule  in  its  full  extent,  he  is  entirely  to  be  com- 
mended ;  if  he  only  partially  puifues  it,  ftill  he  de- 
ferves  (in  a  Jefs  degree  indeed,  however,  he  de- 
ferves)  praife :  fo  uncommon  is  it  to  meet  with 
an  inftance  of  generofity  even  of  the  mod  imper- 
feft  kind  !  The  luft  of  avarice  has  fo  totally  feized 
upon  mankind,  that  their  wealth  feems  rather  to 
pofTefs  them,  than  they  to  poflefs  their  wealth, 
Farewel. 

LETTER    XXXI.     To  SARDUS. 

I  Still  continued  to  enjoy  your  company,  even 
after  we  had  parted;  for  I  entertained  mylelf 
with  reading  your  book.  And  I  frequently  pe- 
rufed,  with  particular  complacency,  (Ihoneftlyown 
it)  thofe  paflages  of  which  I  am  the  fubjeft:  a  fub- 
jeft  upon  which,  indeed,  you  have  been  extremely 
copious.  With  what  a  variety  of  expreflion,  and 
in  how  many  different  lights  have  you  placed  the 

fame 
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fame  fentiments  concerning  the  fame  perfon  ?  Will 
you  fuffer  me  to  mingle  my  applaufes  with  my 
acknowledgments?  I  can  do  neither,  fufficiently; 
and  if  I  could,  there  would  be  fomewhat,  I  fear,  of 
vanity,  in  making  that  perfon  the  fubject  of  my 
praife,  which  is,  in  truth,  the  object  of  my  thanks. 
I  will  only  add  then,  that  I  thought  your  compli- 
ments to  me  raifed  the  merit  of  your  performance; 
as  the  merit  of  your  performance  heightened  the 
pleafurc  of  your  compliments.  Farewtrl. 

LETTER    XXXII.     To  TITIANUS. 

WHAT  are  you  doing?  And  what  do  you 
propofe  to  4o?  as  for  myfelf,  I  pafs  my 
life  in  the  molt  agreeable,  that  is,  in  the  moft  dif- 
engaged  manner  imaginable.  I  do  not  find  my- 
felf therefore  in  the  humour  to  write  a  long  letter, 
tho*  I  am  to  read  one.  I  am  too  much  a  man  of 
indolence  for  the  former,  and  juft  idle  enough  for 
the  latter :  for  none  are  more  indolent,  you  know, 
than  your  fine  gentlemen,  or  have  more  curiofity 
than  thofe  who  have  nothing  to  do.  Farewel. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XXXIII.     To  CANINJUS. 

T  Have  met  with  a  ftory,  which  tho'  it  is  au- 
-*•  th?nticated  by  undoubted  evidence,  has  all  the 
air  of  fable,  and  would  afford  a  very  proper  fubject 
for  the  exercife  of  your  truly  poetical  and  fublime 
genius.  It  was  related  to  me  the  other  day  at 
table,  where  the  converfation  happened  to  turn 
upon  various  kinds  of  extraordinary  events.  The 
perlbn  who  gave  the  account,  was  a  man  of  unfuf- 
pected  veracity:— but  what  has  a  poet  to  do  with 
truth?  However,  you  might  venture  to  rely  upon 
his  teftimony,  even  tho'  you  had  the  character  of  a 
faithful  hiftorian  to  fupport.  There  is  in  Africa 
a  town  called  Hippo,  fituated  not  far  from  the 
fea-coaft:  it  ftands  upon  a  navigable  lake,  from 
whence  a  river  runs  into  the  main  ocean,  and  ebbs 
and  flows  with  the  fea.  Perfons  of  all  ages  divert 
themfelves  here  with  fifliing,  failing  or  fwimming; 
efpecially  boys,  whom  love  of  play  and  idlenefs 
bring  hither.  The  conteft  among  them  is,  who 
fliall  have  the  glory  of  fwimming  fartheftj  and  he 
that  leaves  the  fhore  and  his  companions  at  the 
greateft  diftance,  gains  the  victory."  It  happened 
in  one  of  thefe  trials  of  (kill;  that  a  certain  boy, 
more  bold  than  the  reft,  launched  out  towards  the 

oppofice 
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oppofite  (hore.  He  was  met  by  a  dolphin a,  who 
fometimes  fwam  before  him,  and  fometimes  behind 
him,  then  played  round  him,  and  at  laft  took  him 
upon  his  back,  then  fet  him  down,  and  afterwards 
took  him  up  again ;  and  thus  he  carried  the  poor 
frighted  boy  out  into  the  deepeft  part ;  when  im- 
mediately he  turns  back  again  to  the  {hore,  and 
lands  him  among  his  companions.  The  fame  of 
this  remarkable  event  fpread  thro'  the  town,  and 
crowds  of  people  flocked  round  the  boy  (whom 
they  viewed  as  a  kind  of  prodigy)  to  afk  him  quef- 
tions  and  hear  him  relate  the  .(lory.  The  next  day 
the  more  was  lined  with  multitudes  of  fpectators, 
all  attentively  contemplating  the  ocean,  and  (what 
indeed  is  almoft  itfelf  an  ocean)  the  lake.  In  the 
mean  while  the  boys  fwam  as  ufual,  and  among  the 
reft,  the  youth  I  am  fpeaking  of  went  into  the  lake 
but  with  more  caution  than  before.  The  dolphin 
again  appeared  and  came  to  the  boy,  who  together 
with  his  companions  fwam  away  with  the"  utmofl 
precipitation.  The  dolphin,  as  it  were,  to  in- 
vite and  recal  them,  leaped  and  dived  up  and 
down,  darting  about  in  a  thoufand  different  con- 
volutions. This  he  praftiied  for  feveral  days  toge- 
ther, 

a  This  animal  is  celebrated  by  feveral  of  the  ancients  for' 
its  philanthropy,  and  Pliny, the  elder  in  particular,  relates 
tins  very  itory,  ;-.mong  oiher  in.tances,  in  confirmation  of  that 
notion.  See  Flin.  hilt.  nat.  1.  9.  c.  8. 
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ther,  till"  the  people  (accuitomed  from  their  in- 
fancy to  the  fea)  began  to  be   afhamed  of  their 
timidity.     They  ventured,  therefore,  to  advance 
nearer,  playing  with  him  and  calling  him  to  them, 
while  he,  in  return,  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  touched 
and  ftroked.     Ufe  rendered  them  more  courage- 
ous :  the  boy,  in  particular,  who  firft  had  experi- 
enced the  fafety,   fwam  by  the  fide  of  him,  and 
leaping  upon  his  back,  was  carried  about  in  that 
manner:  thus  they  gradually  became  acquainted 
and  delighted  with  each  other.  There  feemed  now, 
indeed,  to  be  no  fear  on  either   fide,  the    confi- 
dence of  the  one,  and  tamenefs  of  the  .other  mu- 
tually increafing;  the  reft  of  the  boys  in  the  mean- 
while furrounding  and  encouraging  their  compa- 
nion.    It  is  very  remarkable,   that  this  dolphin 
was  followed  by  a  fecond,  which  feemed  only  as  a 
fpe&ator  and  attendant  on  the  former ;  for  he  did 
riot  at  all  fubmit  to  the  fame  familiarities  as  the 
firft,  but  only  conducted  him  backwards  and  for- 
ward?, as  the  boys  did  their  comrade.    But  what  is 
farther  furprifing,  and  no  lefs  true  than  that  which 
I  have  already  related,  is,  this  dolphin  who  thus 
played  with  the  boys,  and  carried  them  upon  his 
back,  would  come  upon  the  more,  dry  himfelf  in 
the  fand,  and  as  foon  as  he  grew  warm,  roll  back 
into  the  fca.     Octavius  Avitus,  deputy  governour 

of 
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of  the  province,  actuated  by  an  abfurd  piece  offu- 
perftition,  poured  b  fome  precious  ointment  over 
him  as  he  lay  on  the  fhore :  the  novelty  and  fmell 
of  which  made  him  retire  into  the  ocean,  and  it 
was  not  till  after  feveral  days  that  he  was  feen 
again,  when  he  appeared  dull  and  languid ;  how- 
ever he  recovered  his  ftrength,  and  continued  his 
ufual  playful  tricks.  All  the  magiftrates  round 
the  country  flocked  hither  to  view  this  fight;  the 
entertainment  of  whom  upon  their  arrival,  and  dur- 
ing their  flay,  was  an  additional  expence,  which 
the  flender  finances  of  this  little  community  would 
ill  afford ;  befides,  that  the  quiet  and  retirement 
of  the  place  was  utterly  deftroyed.  It  was 
thought  proper  therefore  to  remove  the  occafion 
of  this  concourfe,  by  privately  killing  the  poor 
dolphin.  And  now,  with  what  a  flow  of  tendernefs 
will  you  defcribe  this  affecting  c  cataftrophe  !  and 

how 


b  It  was  a  religious  ceremony  praftifed  by  the  ancients,  to 
pour  precious  cintments  upon  the  ftatues  of  their  gods  :  Avitus, 
it  is  probable,  imagined  this  dolphin  was  fome  fea-divinity, 
and  therefore  expreffed  his  veneration  of  him  by  the  foiemnity 
of  a  facred  unction. 

«  The  overflowing  humanity  of  Pliny's  temper  breaks  out 
upon  all  occasions,  but  he  difcovers  it  in  nothing  more  ftrengly 
than  by  the  impreffion  which  this  little  ftory  appears  to  have 
made  upon  him.  True  benevolence,  indeed,  extends  itfelf 
thro*  the  whole  compafs  of  exifteoce,  and  Sympathizes  with 
the  diitrefs  of  every  creature  capable  of  fenfation.  Little 

ntiada 
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how  will  your  genius  adorn  and  improve  the  in- 
terefting  ftory  !  Tho',  indeed,  the  fubjedl  does  not 
require  any  fictitious  embellifhments  ;  it  will  be 
fufficient  to  defcribe  the  fad  in  all  its  real  circum- 
ftances.  Farewel. 

LETTER  XXXIV.     To  TRANO^ILLUS. 

ASSIST  me  in  fettling  my  doubts.  I  have 
not,  I  am  told,  a  good  manner  of  read- 
ing verfes  :  as  my  talent  lies  chiefly  in  reciting 
orations,  I  fucceed  fo  much  the  worfe,  it  feems, 
in  poetry.  I  defign  therefore,  as  I  am  engaged 
to  recite  fome  poems  to  my  particular  friends, 
to  make  ufe  of  my  freedman  for  that  purpofe. 
It  is  an  inftance,  I  own,  of  my  treating  them  with 
little  ceremony,  that  I  afiign  this  bufinefs  to  a 
perfon  who  is  himfelf  not  very  expert  in  it.  How- 

ever, 

minds  may  be  apt  to  confider  a  compaflion  of  this  inferiour 
kind,  as  an  inftance  of  weaknefs  ;  but  it  is  undoubtedly  the 
evidence  of  a  noble  nature.  Homer  thought  it  not  unbecom- 
ing the  character  even  of  a  Hero,  to  melt  into  tears  at  a  diftrefs 
of  this  fort,  and  has  given  us  a  moil  amiable  and  affecting  pic- 
ture of  Ulyffes  weeping  over  his  faithful  dog  Argus,  when  bo 
expires  at  his  feet  : 


Soft  pity  touch*  d  the  mighty  mafter's  foul, 
Adown  his  cheek  tie  tear  unbidden  Jlole, 
Stole  unperceiv'  d  \  he  turned  his  htad  and  drfd 
The  drop  humane* 

Odyf.  xvii.  Pope 

VOL.  II.  O 
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ever,  he  will  perform,  I  am  fure,  better  than  I  can, 
provided  his  fears  do  not  difconcert  him  ;  for  he  is 
as  novel  a  reader  as  I  am  a  poet.  Now  the  quef- 
tion  is,  how  it  becomes  me  to  behave  while  he  is 
difcharging  my  office ;  fhall  I  fit  in  a  fix'd  and  in- 
dolent pofture,  or  follow  him  as  he  pronounces, 
with  my  looks,  hands,  and  a  low  tone  of  applaufe ; 
in  the  manner  of  a  certain  perfon  whom  you 
know  ?  But  I  am  apprehenfive,  I  can  appropriate 
my  a  geftures  no  better  than  I  can  read.  I  repeat 
it  again  therefore,  you  muft  extricate  me  out  of 
this  difficulty,  and  tell  me  truely,  whether  you 
think  it  more  excufable  to  read  ill,  than  to  practife 
or  omit  any  of  the  circumftances  above-mentioned. 
Farewel. 

LET- 

*  In  the  original  it  is  called  faltatzo,  which  means  a  motion 
of  the  hands  accommodated  either  to  one's  own,  or  another's 
elocution.  Our  language  does  not  fupply  a  proper  word  for 
this  gefture,  as  indeed  we  have  too  little  occafion  to  find  the 
want  of  it ;  the  cbirownic  art,  fo  much  fludied  by  the  an- 
cients, being  in  the  number  of  thole  which  have  been  long 
fince  loft.  But  if  the  *  indo"<e  ruJHcteve  nanus,  the  aukward 
and  unmeaning  difpofuion  of  the  hands,  would  have  fpoiled 
the  nobleit  fpeech  at  Rome  or  Athens  that  Tully  or  Demof- 
thenes,  in  all  the  warmth  of  their  enlivening  eloquence,  ever 
delivered ;  it  would  not,  perhaps,  be  time  ill  employed,  if  our 
modern  orators  would  give  a  little  more  attention  to  the  grace- 
ful management  of  thofe  effential  inftruments  of  affecling 
elocution.  This  becoming  art,  fo  far  as  it  was  connected 
with  mafculine  oratory,  Pliny,  moft  certainly,  could  not  but 
be  well  (killed  in :  it  is  probable  therefore,  what  he  fays  in 
this  place,  alludes  to  this  &ffe3td  manner  which  certain  authors 
of  his  time  had  fallen  into,  when  they  attended  the  rehearfal 

of 
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LETTER   XXXV.    <To  APPIUS. 

T  HAVE  received  your  book,  and  return  you 
•*•  my  thanks,  but  am  at  prefent  too  much 
engaged  to  have  time  to  read  itj  which,  how- 
ever, I  impatiently  wifti  to  do.  I  have  that 
high  reverence  for  literature  in  general,  and  for 
your  compofitions  in  particular,  that  I  think  it  a 
fort  of  profanation  to  approach  them  but  with  a 
mind  entirely  difengaged. — I  extremely  approve 
of  your  care  in  reviling  your  works j  but  re- 
member, correctnefs  has  its  limits :  too  much 
polifhing  rather  weakens  than  ftrengthens.  Be- 
fides,  this  exceffive  delicacy,  while  it  obftructs  other 
purfuits,  not  only  prevents  any  new  attempts,  but 
does  not  finifh  even  what  it  has  begun,  Farewel. 

of  their  own  works ;  and  that  the  whole  turn  of  this  epiftle  is 
ironical.  This  conjecture  feeras  fupported  not  only  by  the 
fubjeft  of  the  letter,  which  is  fcarce  of  importance  enough  to 
bear  a  ferious  enquiry;  but  alfo  by  the  expreffion  he  fets  out 
with,  viz.  Explica  aeilum  msum,  which  feems  to  be  of  the  ludi- 
crous kind. 


Oa  LET- 
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LETTER  XXXVI.    To  Fuscus. 

V7"OU  defire  to  know  in  what  manner  I  difpofe 
of  my  time,  in  my  fummer  villa  at  Tufcum  ? 
I  rife  juft  when  I  find  myfelf  in  the  humour,  tho* 
generally  with  the  fun;  fometimes  indeed  fooner, 
but  feldom  later.  When  I  am  up,  I  continue  to 
keep  the  fhutters  of  my  chamber- windows  clofed ; 
as  darknefs  and  filence  wonderfully  promote  me- 
ditation. Thus  free  and  abftracted  from  thofe 
outward  objects  which  diflipate  attention,  I  am  left 
to  my  own  thoughts  \  nor  fuffer  my  mind  to 
wander  with  my  eyes,  but  keep  my  eyesinfubjection 
to  my  mind:  by  thefe  means  they  are  not  diffracted 
•with  a  multiplicity  of  external  objects,  and  fee  no- 
thing but  what  the  imagination  reprefents  to  them, 
If  I  have  any  compofition  upon  my  hands,  this  is  the 
time  I  choofe  to  confider  it,  not  only  with  refpect 
to  the  general  plan,  but  even  the  ftile  and  expref- 
fion,  which  I  revife  and  correct  as  if  I  were  actually 
writing.  In  this  manner  I  compofe  more  or  lefs 
as  the  fubject  is  more  or  lefs  difficult,  and  I  find  my 
memory  able  to  retain  it.  I  then  call  my  fe- 
cretary,  and,  opening  the  mutters,  dictate  to  him 
•what  I  have  compofed  •>  after  which  I  difmifs  him 
for  a  little  while,  and  then  call  him  in  again. 

About 
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About  ten  or  eleven  of  the  clock  (for  I  do  not 
obferve  one  fixed  hour)  according  as  the  weather 
proves,  I  either  walk  upon  my  terrace,  or  in  the 
covered  portico ;  and  there  I  continue  to  meditate 
or  dictate  what  remains  upon  the  fubject  in  which 
I  happen  to  be  engaged.  From  thence  I  get  into 
my  chariot,  where  I  employ  myfelf  as  before,  when 
I  was  walking  or  in  my  ftudy;  and  find  this 
changing  of  the  fcene  refrelhes  and  enlivens  my 
attention.  At  my  return,  I  repofe  myfelf;  then 
take  a  walk,  and  after  that,  repeat  aloud  fome 
Greek  or  Latin  oration,  not  fo  much  for  the  fake 
of  ftrengthening  my  voice  a  as  my  digeftion  i 
tho'  indeed  the  power  of  the  voice  at  the  fame 
time  is  improved  by  this  practice.  I  then  walk 
again,  am  anointed,  take  my  exercifes,  and  go  into 
the  bath.  At  fupper,  if  I  have  only  my  wife,  or 
a  few  friends  with  me,  fome  author  is  redde  to  us; 
and  after  fupper,  we  are  entertained  either  with 
mufic,  or  an  interlude.  When  that  is  finifhed,  I 
take  my  walk  with  my  family,  in  the  number  of 
which,  I  am  not  without  fome  perfons  of  litera- 
ture. Thus  we  pafs  our  evenings  in  various  con- 

O  3  verfation; 

a  By  the  regimen  which  Pliny  here  follows,  one  would 
imagine,  if  he  had  not  told  us  who  were  his  phyBcians,  that 
the  celebrated  Celfus  was  in  the  number.  That  author  ex- 
prefsly  recommends  reading  aloud,  and  afterwards  walking, 
as  beneficial  in  diforders  of  the  ftomach ;  Si  qnis  fiomacbo  la- 
toraf,  legere  dare  debti i  pojl  leftionem  ambuiaret  43"c.  Celft 
medic.  L.  i.  c.  S. 
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verfation;  and  the  day,  even  when  it  is  at  the 
longeft,  fteals  imperceptibly  away.  Upon  fome 
occafions  I  change  the  order  in  certain  of  the 
articles  above-mentioned.  For  inftance,  if  1  have 
fludied  longer  or  walked  more  than  ufual  j  after 
my  fccond  deep,  and  reading  an  oration  or  two 
aloud,  inftead  of  ufmg  my  chariot,  I  get  on  horfe- 
back  ;  by  which  means  I  take  as  much  exercife, 
and  lofe  lefs  time.  The  vifits  of  my  friends  from 
the  neighbouring  villages  claim  fome  part  of  the 
day  ;  and  fometimes,  by  an  agreeable  interruption, 
they  come  in  very  feafonably  to  relieve  me  when 

*Vt-^  I   am  fatigued.     I  now  and  then  amufe    myfelf 
with  fporting,  but  always  take  my  tablets  into  the 

i*&  field,  that  if  I  mould  not  meet  with  game,  I  may 

at  lead  bring  home  fomethingb.     Part  of  my  time 

' 

too,  is  allotted  to  my  tenants,  tho*  indeed  not  fo 
much  of  it  as  they  defire  :  and  I  return  from  fet- 
tling their  ruftic  controverfies  with  a  better  relifli 
*"7  to  my  ftudies  and  more  elegant  occupations. 
Farewel. 

<^j 

See  B.  i.  let.  6.  and  the  note  there. 

#:  ;  *- 

^  '-^> 


*- 
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LETTER   XXXVII.    To  PAULINUS. 

A  S  you  are  not  of  a  difpofition  to  exped  from 
•*•*•  your   friends,   the   common  ceremonies  of 
the    world,    when   they   cannot    obferve     them 
•without   inconvenience  to  themfelves;  fb  I   too 
warmly  love  you  to  be   apprehenfive  you   will 
take   it   unkind,   my  not  waiting  upon  you  6n 
the  firft    day  of  your   entrance  upon    die  con- 
fular  office  -,   efpecially  as   I   am   detained   here 
by  the  neceffity  of  letting  my  farms  upon  long 
leafes.     I  am  obliged  to  enter  upon  an  entire  new 
plan    with   my  tenants:    for,    under  the    former 
leafes,  tho*  I  made  them  very  considerable  abate- 
ments, they  have  run  greatly  in  arrear.     For  this 
reafon  feveral  of  them  have,  not  only  taken  no 
fort  of  care  to  lefien  a  debt,  which  they  found 
themfelves  incapable  of  wholly  difcharging;  but 
even  feized  and  confumed  all  the  produce  of  the 
lands,  in   the  belief  that  it  would  now  be  no  ad- 
vantage to  themfelves  to  fpare  it.    I  muft  therefore 
obviate  this  increafing  evil,  and  endeavour  to  find 
out  fome  remedy  againft  it.     The  only  one  I  can  . 
think  of  is,  not  to  referve  my  rent  in  money,  buc 
in  kind,  and  fo  place  fome  of  my  fervants  to  over- 
look the  tillage,  and  guard  the  ftockj  as  indeed 

O  4  there 
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there  is  no  fort  of  revenue  more  agreeable  to  rea- 
fon,  than  what  arifes  from  the  bounty  of  the  foil, 
the  feafons,  and  the  climate.  'Tis  true,  this  me- 
thod will  require  great  integrity  and  diligent  at- 
tendance in  the  perfon  I  appoint  my  bailiff,  and 
put  me  to  the  expence  of  employing  many  hands. 
However,  I  muft  hazard  the  experiment;  and,  as 
in  an  inveterate  diftemper,  try  every  change  of  re- 
gimen. You  fee,  it  is  not  any  pleafurable  indul- 
gence that  prevents  my  attending  you  on  the  firft 
day  of  your  confulfhip.  I  fhall  celebrate  it  never- 
thelefs,  with  as  much  feftivity  as  if  I  were  prefent, 
and  pay  my  vows  for  you  here,  with  fentiments  of 
the  warmeft  joy  and  congratulation.  Farewel. 

LETTER    XXXVIII.     fo  SATURNINUS. 

\/  E  S,  I  fincerely  applaud  your  friend  Rufus ; 
•*•  not  becaufe  you  defire  mej  but  becaufe  I 
think  he  highly  merits  approbation.  I  have  perufed 
his  very  fmifhed  performance;  to  which,  tho*  my 
affection  for  the  author  added  a  confiderable  re- 
commendation, yet  it  did  not  blind  my  judgement; 
for  the  malicious  critic,  is  not,  I  trufl,  the  ^ 
judicious  reader.  Farewel. 
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LETTER   XXXIX.     fo  MUSTIUS, 

IN  compliance  with  the  advice  of  the  a  Aruf- 
pices,  I  intend  to  rebuild  and  enlarge  the 
temple  of  Ceres,  which  ftands  upon  my  eftate.  It 
is  indeed  a  very  ancient  fabric,  and  tho'  extreme- 
ly fmall,  yet  upon  a  certain  ftated  anniverfary  is 
much  frequented.  On  the  i^th  of  September 
great  numbers  of  people  from  all  the  country 
round  afTemble  there:  at  which  time  many  affairs 
are  tranfafted,  arid  many  vows  paid  and  offered  j 
but  there  is  no  fhelter  for  them  againft  the  incle- 
mency of  the  weather.  I  think  therefore,  I  fhall 
perform  an  act  both  of  piety  and  munificence,  if  at 
the  fame  time  that  I  build  a  beautiful  temple,  I  add 
to  it  a  fpacious  portico  j  the  firft  for  the  fervice 
of  the  Goddefs,  the  other  for  the  ufe  of  the 
people.  I  beg  you  to  purchafe  for  me  four 
marble  pillars,  of  whatever  kind  you  fhall  think 
proper;  as  alfo  a  quantity  of  marble  for  laying 
the  floor-  and  incrufting  the  walls.  You  muft 
likewife  either  buy  a  ftatue  of  the  Goddds,  or 
procure  one  to  be  madei  for,  age  has  maimed, 

in 

a  The  bufinefs  of  the  Arufpices  was>  to  examine  the  beafts 
which  were  offered  in  facrifice,  and  from  thence  to  foretel 
the  fuccefs  of  any  enterprize. 
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in    fbme   parts,  the  ancient  one  of  wood  which 
{lands  there  at  prefent.     With  refpect  to  the  por- 
tico, I  do  not  recoiled  there  is  any  thing  you  can 
fend  me  that  will  be  ferviceable;  unlefs  you  will 
fketch  me  out  a  plan  fuitable  to  the  fituation  of 
the  place.     It  is  not  practicable  to  build  it  round 
the  temple,  becaufe  it  is  encompafied  on  one  fide 
by  the  river,  whofe  banks  are  exceedingly  fteep; 
and  on  the  other,  by  the  high  road.     Beyond  this 
road  lies  a  very  large  meadow,  in  which  the  por- 
tico may  be  conveniently  enough  placed,  oppofitc 
to  the  temple;  unlefs  you,  who  know  fo  well  how 
to  conquer  by  art  the  inconveniencies  of  nature, 
can  propofe  fome  better  plan.     Farewel. 


LETTER   XL.     fo  Fuscus, 

"VTOU  are  much  pleafed,  I  find,  with  the  ac- 
count  I  gave  you  in  my  former a  letter,  of 
the  manner  in  which  I  fpend  the  fummer  feafon  at 
Tufcum;  and  defire  to  know  what  alteration  I 
make  in  my  method,  when  I  am  at  Laurentinum 
in  the  winter  ?  None,  except  abridging  myfelf  of  my 
fieep  at  noon,  and  employing  feveral  hours  both 
before  day-light  and  after  fun-fet  in  iludy :  but 

if 

*  See  Let.  36.  of  this  book,  p.  196. 
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if  any  public  bufmefs  requires  my  early  attendance 
at  Rome,  (which  in  winter  very  frequently  hap- 
pens) inftead  of  having  interludes  or  mufic  af- 
ter fupper,  I  meditate  upun  what  I  have  pre- 
vioufly  dictated,  and  by  often  reviling  it  in  my 
own  mind,  fix  it  the  more  ftrongly  in  my  memory. 
Thus  I  have  given  you  a  general  fketch  of  my 
mode  of  life  both  in  fummer  and  winter;  to 
which  you  may  add  the  intermediate  feafons  of 
fpring  and  autumn:  in  thefe,  no  part  of  the  day 
is  loft  in  fleep  or  diflipation  as  in  fummer i  fb 
fome  time  is  gained  for  bufmefs  or  ftudy  by  the 
nights  being  Ihorter  than  in  winter.  FareweL 
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LETTER1!.     To  the  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

THE  pious  affedllon  you  bore,  -mod  facred 
Emperor,  to  your  auguft  father  ;   induced 
you  to  wifh  it  might  be  late  ere  you  fucceeded 

him. 

a  The  greater  part  of  the  following  letters,  were  written  by 
Pliny  during  his  adminiftration  in  the  province  of  Bithynia. 
They  are  of  a  iiile  and  chara&er  extremely  different  from 
thofe  in  the  preceding  collection  ;  whence  (brae  critics  have 
injudicioufly  infer'd,  that  they  are  the  production  of  another 
hand  ;  not  confidering,  that  the  occafion  neceffarily  required 
a  different  manner.  In  letters  of  bufinefs,  as  thefe  chiefly  are, 
turn  and  fentiment  would  be  foreign  and  impertinent  ;  polite- 
nefs  and  elegance  of  expreffion  being  the  effentials  that  con- 
ititute  perfection  in  this  kind  :  and  in  that  view,  tho*  they  may 
be  lefs  entertaining,  they  nave  not  lefs  merit  than  the  former. 
But  befides  their  particular  excellence  as  letters,  they  have  a 
farther  recommendation  as  fo  many  valuable  pieces  of  hiftory, 
by  throwing  a  ilrong  light  upon  the  character  of  one  of  the 
moil  amiable  and  glorious  princes  in  the  Roman  annals.  Tra- 
jan appears  throughout,  in  the  moit  Itriking  attitude  that  a 
ibvereign  can  be  placed  ;  in  the  exei  ticn  of  power  to  the 

godlike 
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him.  But  the  immortal  Gods  thought  proper  to 
haften  the  advancement  of  thofe  virtues  to  the 
helm  of  the  commonwealth,  which  had  already  fo 
fuccefsfully  fhared  in  the  fteerage1.  May  you  then, 
and  the  world  thro'  your  means,  enjoy  every  prof- 
perity  worthy  of  your  reign :  to  which  let  me  add 
my  wifhes,  moft  excellent  Emperor,  upon  a  pri- 
vate as  well  as  public  account,  that  your  health 
and  fpirits  may  be  preferved  firm  and  unbroken. 


L  E  T  T  E  R  II.     To  ibe  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

"YTOU  have  occafioned  me,  Sir b,  an  inexpreflible 
pleafure,  by  deeming  me  worthy  of  enjoying 

the  privilege  which  the  laws  confer  on  thofe  who 

have 

godlike  purpofes  of  juftice  and  benevolence  :  and  what  one  of 
the  ancient  hiftorians  has  faidof  him,  is  here  eminently  verified, 
that  "  be  rather  cbofe  to  be  lo^d  than  fatter*  d  by  his  people" 
To  have  been  diflinguiChed  by  the  favour  and  friendfr.ip  of  a 
monarch  of  fo  exalted  a  character,  is  an  honour  that  reflects  the 
brightelt  lu;be  upon  our  author ;  as  to  have  been  ferved  and  ce- 
lebrated by  a  mimfter  of  Pliny's  genius  and  virtues,  is  the  no- 
blelt  monument  of  glory  that  could  have  been  railed  to  Trajan. 

•  Nerva,  who  fucceeded  Domitian,  reigned  but  fixteen 
months  and  a  few  days.  Before  his  death,  he  not  only  adopted 
Trajan,  and  named  nim  for  his  fucceflbr,  but  actually  admitted 
him  into  a  (hare  of  the  government ;  giving  him  the  titles  of 
Ctffar,  Gennc.nicus,  and  Imperator.  Vid.  Plin.  Paneg. 

b  T  ,e  tranflator  has  ventured  to  render  the  appellative 
Dominus,  by  that  of  Sir,  not  becaufe  he  is  fatisfied  with  the 
ftndl  propriety  of  the  title,  but  as  thinking  it  lefs  exception- 
able than  any  other  our  language  affords  That  Pliny  could 
not  intend  it  as  a  title  of  royalty,  j  corns  evident  frcm  leveral 
paflages  in  his  panegyric,  where  whenever  he  ufes  it  in  that 
fenfe,  he  ccnftantly  includes  in  it  a  notion  of  tyranny.  [Vid. 
Paneg.  XLV.  No.  4.  LV.  No.  7.  LXXXV.  No.  i.]  Accord. 

ingiy 
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have  three  children.  For,  altho'  it  was  from  an  in- 
dulgence to  the  requeft  of  the  very  worthy  Servili- 
anus,  diftinguifhed  by  his  affectionate  attachment 
to  your  perfon,  that  you  granted  this  favour  j  yet 
I  have  the  fatisfa<5tion  to  find  by  the  words  of  your 
refcript,  that  you  complied  the  more  willingly,  as 
his  application  was  in  my  behalf.  I  cannot  but 
look  upon  myfelf  as  in  poflefllon  of  my  utmoft 
wifh,  after  having  thus  received,  at  the  entrance 
of  your  aufpicious  government,  fo  diftinguifhing  a 
mark  of  your  peculiar  regard  j  at  the  fame  time 
that  it  confiderably  heightens  my  defire  of  leaving 
a  family  behind  me.  I  was  not  intirely  without 
this  defire  even  in  the  late  moft  wretched  times  % 
as  my  two  marriages  will  induce  you  to  be- 
lieve ;  but  the  Gods  decreed  it  better,  by  referving , 
every  valuable  privilege  to  the  bounty  of  your  ge- 
nerous difpenfations.  And  indeed  the  fatisfaction  of 
being  a  father  will  be  fo  much  the  greater  to  me 
now,  that  I  can  look  forward  to  the  enjoyment  of 
that  felicity  in  the  full  fecurity  of  public  freedom. 

ingly  we  find  Auguftus  refufing  the  title  of  Dominus,  as  con-, 
veying  an  odious  idea :  Ut  malediftum  &  opprobrium  femper 
exborruit.  [Suet,  in  Aug.  c.  53.]  Befides,  the  high  ftile  of 
royalty  would  ill  fuit  with  that  air  of  freedom  and  equality, 
which  fo  remarkably  diitinguifhes  thefe  letters  of  Pliny  to 
Trajan ;  and  the  graceful  fimplicity  of  the  Roman  Conful's 
addrefs,  would  be  loft  in  the  fervile  forms  of  a  modern  courtier. 
But  it  appears  froih  a  paffage  in  Seneca,  that  the  Romans  ufe4 
the  word  Dominus  as  a  general  title  of  refpeft :  ob<vw ',  ft 
nonfuceurrit,Dom\r\QS  appellamus.-i-[Sen.  ep.  3.]  Andi 
lower  fenfe,  Pliny,  it  IhouJd  feem,  here  employs  it, 
c  Alluding  to  the  execrable  reign  of  Domitian, 

VOL.  JJ,  P  t  E  T 
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LETTER  III.    *£o  tbe  Emperor  TRAJ AW. 

THE  experience,  moft  excellent  Emperor, 
I  have  had  of  your  unbounded  genero- 
fity  to  me,  in  my  own  perfon,  encourages  me  to 
hope  I  may  be  yet  farther  obliged  to  it,  in  that 
of  my  friends.  Voconius  Romanus  (who  was 
my  infeparable  companion  and  chamber-fellow  at 
fchool)  claims  the  firft  rank  in  that  number ;  in 
confequence  of  which  I  petitioned  your  facred 
father  to  promote  him  to  the  dignity  of  the 
Senatorial  order.  But  the  completion  of  my 
requeft  is  referved  to  your  goodnefs ;  for,  his 
mother  had  not  then  advanced,  in  the  manner 
the  law  directs,  the  four  hundred  thoufand  a  fe- 

fterces 

*  In  the  original  it  isfejlertii  quadying'tattes,  that  is,  about 
320,000!.  fterling;  a  fum  fo  immoderate,  that  the  commen- 
tators have  fufpe&ed  (and  with  great  reafon)  fome  errour  mult 
have  crept  into  the  text.  Buchnerus  and  Gronovius  imagine  it 
fr.ould  be  read  quaterdecies  or  qitadragies ;  but  this  feems  to  be 
ftill  carrying  it  much  too  high.  The  cenfus  fenatorius,  or  the 
eftate  requifite  to  qualify  a  man  to  be  a  member  of  the  fenate, 
was,  after  different  regulations,  fettled  at  length  by  Auguftus 
at  1,200,000  fefterces,  equal  to  about  9,600!.  of  our  money. 
It  probably  flood  thus  in  Pliny's  time;  for  as  it  appears 
by  the  ipth  letter  of  the  firft  book,  that  the  cenfus  equeftris  was 
400,000  fefterces,  which  is  juft  the  fum  we  find  it  at  in  the 
reign  of  Auguftus;  fo  it  will  not  perhaps  be  unreafonable  to 
infer  from  thence,  that  the  cenfus  fenatorius  had  not  yet  un- 
dergone any  alteration  fmce  the  time  of  that  emperor,  as  they 

fcem 
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fterces  which  fhe  engaged  to  give  him,  in  her 
letter  to  the  late  Emperor  your  father:  This  pro- 
mife,  however,  by  my  advice  fhe  has  fi  nee  performed, 
having  conveyed  to  him  a  fufficient  eftate  in  land, 
with  all  the  neceflary  formalities.  The  difficulties 
therefore  being  removed  which  deferred  the  gratifi- 
cation of  our  wifhes,  it  is  with  full  confidence  I 
venture  to  allure  you  of  the  merit  of  my  friend 
Romanus,  heightened  and  adorn'd  as  it  is,  not 
only  by  the  liberal  and  polite  arts,  but  by  his 
extraordinary  tendernefs  to  his  parents.  It  is  to 
that  virtue  he  owes  the  prefent  liberality  of  his 
mother,  as  well  as  his  immediate  b  fucceflion  to 
his  late  father's  eftate,  and  alfo  his  having  been 
adopted  by  his  father-in-law.  To  thefe  perfonal 

P  2  quali- 

feem  to  have  borne  a  certain  proportion  to  each  other.  For 
thefe  reafons  therefore,  both  the  common  reading,  and  the 
emendation  of  the  above-mentioned  critics,  is  rejected  in  the 
tranflation,  and  the  conjecture  of  a  late  *  cdiior  adopted,- 
who  fuppofes  it  might  be  quadringrniorum  miliium,  400,000 
fefterces,  or  about  3,200  1 :  of  our  money.  It  nas  been  quef- 
tioned,  whether  by  this  c  tttfus  fenat  on  us  we  are  to  underlcand 
the  yearly  income  of  the  eitate,  or  only  the  entire  value  of 
it :  but  the  mod  generally  received  opinion  is,  that  it  means 
the  latter,  including  both  real  and  perfonal. 

b  Meaning,  perhaps,  that  tno*  he  was  under  age  when  his 
father  died,  yet  he  had  fo  much  confidence  in  the  prudence 
of  Rcmanus,  that  he  did  not  appoint  him,  as  ufoal,  a 
guardian  by  his  will;  but  left  him  to  the  immediate  poffeffion 
of  his  eitate. 

*  Gefccrug* 
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qualifications,  the  wealth  and  rank  of  his  family 
give  an  increafe  of  luftrej  and  I  perfuade  myfelf 
it  will  be  fome  additional  recommendation,  that 
I  am  a  folicitor  in  his  behalf.  Let  me  then  intreat 
you,  Sir,  to  enable  me  to  congratulate  Romanus, 
on  fo  defirable  an  occafioni  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  indulge  an  earneft,  and  I  hope  laudable  ambi- 
tion of  having  it  in  my  power  to  boaft,  that  your 
favourable  regards  are  extended,  not  only  to  myfel£ 
but  to  my  friend. 


LETTER  IV.  [xx.yTo  tbe  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

WHEN  by  your  gracious  indulgence,  Sir, 
I  was  appointed  to  prefide  at  the  b  trea- 
fury  of  Saturn,  I  immediately  renounced  all  en- 
gagements 

*  JV".  B.  The  following  letters  to  the  3Oth,  are  not  ranged 
in  the  fame  order  as  they  are  placed  in  any  of  the  Latin 
editions;  the  tranflator  having  taken  the  liberty  of  chang- 
ing their  fituation,  for  the  fake  of  bringing  fome  letters  to- 
gether which  throw  a  light  upon  each  other.  The  figures 
included  between  this  mark  [  }  refer  to  the  order  in  which 
they  commonly  (land. 

b  The  public  treafure  was  kept  m  the  temple  of  Saturn, 
where  the  fpoils  of  the  conquered  nations  were  depofited. 
Julius  Cacfar  feized  upon  this  temple  in  the  time  of  the  civil 
war;  and  what  an  immenfe  wealth  that  plunder  threw  into 
his  hands,  may  be  judged  by  the  elegant  defcfiption  which 
Lucan  gives  of  the  riches  it  contained : 

'  tuns 
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gagements  of  the  bar,  (as  indeed,  I  never  blended 
bufinefs  of  that  kind  with  the  functions  of  the  ftate) 
that  no  avocations  might  call  off  my  attention  from 
the  duties  of  that  poft  to  which  I  was  promoted. 
For  this  reafon,  when  the  province  of  Africa  peti- 
tioned the  fenate,  that  I  might  be  permitted  to  un- 

P  3  dertakc 

i  tune  conditus  imo 

Eruitur  iemplii,  multis  intaSus  ab  annis 
Romani  cenfus  populi  ,  &c, 

LUCAN.  iii.  155. 

At  length  the  facred  florehoufe  open  laid, 

The  hoarded  wealth  of  ages  part  difplay'd : 

'There  might  be  feen  the  fums  proud  Carthage  fent, 

Her  long  impending  ruin  to  prevent ; 

There  heap'd  the  Macedonian  treafures  {hone, 

What  great  Flaminius  and  vEmilius  won 

From  vanquifti'd  Philip,  and  his  haplefs  fon. 

V/jere  lay  what  flying  Pyrrhus  loft,  the  gold 

Scorn'd  by  the  *  patriot's  honeftyofold; 

Whate'er  our  parfimonious  fires  could  fave : 

What  tributary  gifts  rich  Syria  gave; 

The  hundred  Cretan  cities  ample  fpoil ; 

What  Cato  gather'd  from  the  Cyprian  ifle. 

Riches  of  captive  kings  by  Pompey  borne 

In  happier  days  his  triumph  to  adorn, 

From  utmoft  India,  and  the  rifing  morn; 

Wealth  infinite !  ROWJ, 

Pliny  the  elder  has  given  a  f  particular  valuation  of  this 
treafure  which  Caefar  feized,  both  in  gold  and  filver  plate,  and 
in  coin ;  the  amount  of  which,  according  to  Dr.  Arbuthnot's 
computation,  is, — 1,093,979!.  35.  4d.  But  if  there  is  no 
miftake  in  thefe  fums,  Caefar  did  not.  take  away  by  far  fo  much 
as  he  brought  in;  for  Plutarch  relates  J,  that  he  placed  at 
one  time  in  the  treafury,  65,000  talents;  which,  according  to 
the  fame  ingenious  author's  calculation,  is  equivalent  to 
12,593,750  pounds.  Arb.  Tab.  191. 

*  Fabric!  us.         f  Hi  ft,  Nat.  1.  33.  c.  3.         J  In  vit.  Cgfcr. 


I 


214  THE   LETTERS      BookX. 

dertakc  their  caufeagainft  Marius  Prifcus,  I  excufed 
myfclf  from  chat  office  ;  and  accordingly  my  excufc 
was  allowed.  But  when  afterwards,  the  conful 
elect  propofed,  that  the  fenate  mould  apply  to  us 
again,  and  endeavour  to  prevail  with  us  to  yield  to 
its  inclinations,  and  fuffer  our  names  to  be  thrown 
into  the  a  urn ;  I  thought  it  moft  fuitabie  jto  that 
tranquillity  and  good  order  which  fo  happily  dif- 
tinguifhes  your  times,  not  to  oppofe  (efpecially 
in  fo  reafonable  an  article)  the  will  of  that  auguft 
affembly.  And,  as  I  am  defirous  that  all  my 
words  and  actions  may  receive  the  fanction  of  your 
exemplary  virtue,  I  hope  you  will  approve  of  my 
compliance. 

*  Other  fenators,  as  well  as  Pliny,  had  excufed  themfelves, 
it  feems,  from  undertaking  the  management  of  this  caufe  ;  it 
was  propofed  therefore,  that  they  ftiould  caft  lots ;  which  is 
the  meaning  of  "  fuffering  their  names  to  be  thrown  into  an 
"  urn ;"  an  urn  being  made  ufe  of  in  decificns  of  this  kind. 
Accordingly,  the  lot  fell  upon  our  author,  and  his  great  friend 
the  famous  Cornelius  Tacitus.  See  B.  2.  let.  II.  where  there 
is  a  full  account  of  this  trial 


LET- 
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LETTER   V.    [m.]  fa  Emperor  TRAJAN 
to  PLINY. 

O U  afted  as  became  a  good  citizen  and  a 
worthy  fenator,  by  paying  obedience  to  the 
juft  requifition  of  that  auguft  affembly:  and  I 
have  full  confidence  you  will  faithfully  difcharge 
the  bufinefs  you  have  undertaken. 


L  E  T  T  E  R  VL  [iv.]  To  the  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

HAving  been  attacked  laft  year  by  a  fevere  and 
dangerous  illnefs,  I  employed  a  a  phyfician, 
whofe  care  and  diligence,  Sir,  I  cannot  fuificientlyv 
reward,  but  by  your  gracious  afiiftance.     I  intreat 
you  therefore  to  make  him  a  b  denizen  of  Rome  j 
for  as  he  is  the  freedman  of  a  foreigner,  he  is,  con- 
fequently,  himfelf  alfo  a  foreigner.     His  name  is 
P  4  Har- 

*  The  phyftcians  among  the  ancients  were  diftinguifhed  ac- 
cording to  the  particular  branch  of  practice  to  which  they 
confined  themfelves.  The  phyfician  here  mentioned,  Pliny 
calls  latratiptei,  that  is,  one  who  applied  external  undions. 

b  There  was  a  difference  between  the  Jus  Civitatis  and  the 
Jus  Quiritium',  the  former  not  extending  to  the  fame  pri- 
vileges as  the  latter,  which  comprehended  whatever  advan- 
tages a  free  native  of  Rome  was  entitled  to:  juft  in  the  fame 
manner  as  with  us  there  is  a  diitinftion  between  denization 
and  naturalization. 
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Harpocras:  his  patronefs  (who  has  been  dead  a 
confiderable  time)  was  Thermuthis  the  daughter  of 
Theon.  I  farther  intreat  you  to  beftow  the  full 
privileges  of  a  Roman  citizen  upon  Helia  and  An- 
tonia  Harmeris  the  freedwomen  of  Antonia  Maxi- 
milla,  a  lady  of  great  merit.  It  is  at  her  defire  * 
I  make  this  requeft. 


LETTER  VII.  [xxii.]     To  the 

Emperor  TRAJAN. 

I  Return  you  thanks,  Sir,  for  your  ready  com- 
pliance with  my  defire,  in  granting  the  com- 
plete privileges  of  a  Roman,  to  the  freedwomen  of 
a  lady  to  whom  I  am  allied  j  and  alfo  for  making 
Harpocras  my  phyfician  a  denizen  of  Rome. 
But  when,  agreeably  to  your  directions,  I  gave 
in  an  account  of  his  age  and  eftate,  I  was  in- 
formed by  thofe  who  are  better  (killed  in  thefe 
affairs  than  I  pretend  to  be,  that  as  he  is  an 
./Egyptian,  I  ought  to  have  previoufly  obtain- 
ed for  him  the  freedom  of  Alexandria,  before 
he  was  made  free  of  Rome.  I  confefs,  indeed, 
that  as  I  vras  ignorant  of  any  difference  in  this  cafe 

between 

*  Pliny  mentions  his  requeft  to  be  at  the  particular  defire 
of  Maximilla,  becaufe  nothing  of  this  kind  could  legally  be 
granted  to  a  freedman,  without  the  confent  of  his  patron;  a 
name  which  was  given  to  the  mailer  of  a  Have  whom  he  had 
emancipated. 
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between  thofe  of*  Egypt  and  other  countries,  I 
contented  myfelf  with  only  acquainting  you,  that 
he  had  been  manumized  by  a  foreign  lady,  long 
fmce  deceafed.  However,  it  is  an  ignorance  I  can- 
not regret,  fmce  it  affords  me  an  opportunity  of  re- 
ceiving from  you  a  double  obligation  in  favour  of 
the  fame  perfon.  That  I  may  legally  therefore 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  your  goodnefs,  I  beg  you 
would  be  pleafed  to  grant  him  the  freedom  of  the 
city  of  Alexandria,  as  well  as  that  of  Rome.  And 
that  your  gracious  intentions  may  not  meet  with 
any  farther  obftacles,  I  have  taken  care,  as  you 
directed,  to  lend  an  account  to  your  freedman  of 
his  age  and  pofieflions. 

LETTER  VIII.  [xxiii.]  the  Emperor 
TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

IT  is  my  refolution,  in  purfuance  of  the  maxim 
obferved  by  the  princes  my  predeceflbrs,  to  be 
extremely  cautious  in  granting  the  freedom  of  the 
city  of  Alexandria ;  however,  fince  you  have  ob- 
tained from  me  the  freedom  of  Rome  for  your  phy- 

fician 

*  Upon  what  occafion  the  honour  of  this  peculiar  dUtinftion 
was  granted  in  favour  of  Alexandria  does  not  appear;  poffibly 
it  might  be  in  gratitude  to  a.  country  to  which  the  Romans 
were  fo  highly  obliged,  being  fupplied  with  the  greateft  part 
of  their  corn  from  Kgypt.  This  city,  founded  by  Alexander 
the  great,  was  efteemed  the  moft  considerable  in  the  world 
next  to  that  of  Rome,  It  is  now  called  Scantier  id: 
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fkian  Harpocras,  I  cannot  refufe  you  this  other  re- 
quefl.  You  muft  let  me  know  to  what  diftricl:  he 
belongs,  that  I  may  give  you  a  letter  to  my  good 
friend  Pompeius  Plan  fa,  governour  of  Egypt. 

LETTER  IX.  [,v.]  To  tie  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

I  Cannot  exprefs,  Sir,  the  pleafure  your  letter 
gave  me,  by  which  I  am  informed  that  you 
have  made  my  phyfician  Harpocras  a  denizen  of 
Alexandria;  notwithftanding  your  refolution  to 
follow  the  maxim  of  your  predeceflbrs  in  this 
point,  by  being  extremely  cautious  in  granting 
that  privilege.  Agreeably  to  your  directions,  I 
acquaint  you  that  Harpocras  belongs  to  the  diftrict 
of*  Memphis.  I  intreat  you  then,  mod  gracious 
Emperor,  to  fend  me  as  you  prornifed,  a  letter  to 
your  good  friend  Pompeius  Planta,  governour  of 
Egypt. 

As  I  purpofe  (in  order  to  have  the  earlieft  enjoy- 
ment of  your  prefence,  fo  ardently  wifhed  for  here) 
to  go  to  meet  you;  I  beg,  Sir,  you  would 
permk  me  to  extend  my  journey  as  far  as  pof- 
fible, 

*  One  of  the  four  governments  of  Lower  Egypt. 
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L  E  T  T  E  R  X.  [vi.]    ?o  the  Emperor  TRAJAN, 

IN  my  late  indifpofition,  I  was  greatly  obliged, 
Sir,  to  Pofthumius  Marinns,  my  phyfician; 
and  I  cannot  make  him  a  fuitable  return,  but  by 
the  affiftance  of  your  gracious  indulgence.  I  in- 
treat  you  then  to  make  Chryfippus  Mithridates 
and  his  wife  Stratonica,  (who  are  related  to  Ma* 
rinus)  denizens  of  Rome.  I  implore  likewife  the 
fame  privilege  in  favour  of  Epigonus  and  Mithri- 
dates, the  two  fons  of  Chryfippus  j  but  with  this  re- 
ftri&ion, "  that  they  may  remain  under  the  dominion 
of  their  father,  and  yet  preferve  their  right  of  pa- 
tronage aver  their  own  freedmen.  I  farther  in- 

treat 


*  The-extenfive  power  of  paternal  authority,  was  (as  has 
been  obferved  in  the  note?  above)  peculiar  to  the  Romans  j 
but  after  Chryfippus  was  made  a  denizen  of  Rome,  he  was 
not,  it  fhould  feem,  confequentially  entitled  to  that  privilege 
over  thofe  children  which  were  born  before  his  denization. 
On  the  other  hand,  if  it  was  exprefsly  granted  him,  his  chil- 
dren could  not  preferve  their  right  of'  patronage  over  their 
own  freedmen,  becaufe  that  right  would  of  courie  devolve  to 
their  father,  by  means  of  this  acquired  dominion  over  them. 
The  denization  therefore  of  his  children,  is  as  exprefsly  foli- 
cited  as  his  own.  But  both  parties  becoming  Quirites,  the 
children  by  this  creation,  and  not  pleading  in  right  of  their 
father,  would  be  patres  fam.  To  prevent  which,  the  claufe 
is  added,  ita  ut  fiat  in  patris  pcteftate',  as  there  is  another  to 
fave  to  them  their  rights  of  patronage  over  their  Ireedman, 
tho'  they  were  reduced  in  fatriam  poteftatem. 
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treat  you  to  grant  the  full  privileges  of  a  Roman 
citizen  to  L.  Satrius  Abafcantius,  P.  Csefius  Phof- 
phorus,  and  Pancharia  Soteris.  This  requeft  I 
make  with  the  confent  of  their  patrons. 


L  E  T  T  E  R   XI.  [xxiv.]     ?o  the 

Emperor  TRAJAN. 

AFTER  your  late  facred  father,  Sir,  had,  in 
a  noble  fpeech,  as  well  as  by  his  own  gene- 
rous example,  exhorted  and  encouraged  the  public 
to  acts  of  munificence ;  I  implored  his  permiffion 
to  remove  the  feveral  ftatues  which  I  had  of  the 
former  emperors,  to  a  my  corporation  ;  and  at  the 
fame  time  requefted  the  liberty  of  adding  his  own  to 
the  number.  For  as  I  had  hitherto  continued  them 
in  the  refpeclive  places  wherein  they  ftood  when 
they  came  into  my  poiTeffion  by  feveral  different 
inheritances;  they  were  difperfed  in  diftant  parts  of 
my  eftate.  He  was  pieafed  to  grant  my  requeft,  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  give  me  a  very  ample  teftimony 

of 


*  It  is  highly  probable,  upon  comparing  Let.  4.  B.  3.  and 
Let.  i.  B.  4.  that  by  the  corporation  here  mentioned,  Pliny 
means  Tifernum  Tiberinum,  or  Citta  di  Cajlella,  as  it  is  now 
called :  which  city  had  put  itfelf  under  his  patronage  and 
protection. 


Book  X.          O  F    P  L I  N  Y.  221 

of  his  approbation.  I  immediately  therefore  wrote 
to  the  Decurii,  to  defire  they  would  allot  a  piece  of 
ground,  upon  which  I  might  erect  a  temple  at  my 
own  expence ;  and  they,  as  a  mark  of  their  honour- 
ing my  defign,  offered  me  the  choice  of  any  fite  I 
fhould  think  proper.  However,  my  own  indifpofi- 
tion  in  the  firft  place,  and  afterward  that  of  your  fa- 
ther, together  with  the  duties  of  that  employment 
with  which  you  were  both  pleafed  to  intruft  me,  pre- 
vented me  from  executing  my  intention.  But  I  have 
now,  I  think,  a  convenient  opportunity  of  making 
an  excurfion  for  that  purpofe,  as  my  monthly 
b  attendance  ends  on  the  firft  of  September,  and 
there  are  feveral  feftivals  in  the  month  follow- 
ing.  My  firft  petition  therefore  is,  that  you  would 
permit  me  to  adorn  with  your  ftatue  the  temple  I 
am  going  to  raife ;  and  the  next  (in  order  to  the  car- 
rying on  of  my  defign  with  all  poflible  expedition) 
that  you  would  indulge  me  with  leave  of  abfence. 
It  would  ill  become  the  fincerity  I  profefs,  were  I 
to  diflemble,  that  your  goodnefs  in  complying  with 
this  defire,  will  at  the  fame  time  be  extremely 
ferviceable  to  me  in  my  own  private  affairs.  It 

is 


k  Pliny  enjoyed  the  office  of  treafurer  in  conjunction  with 
Cornutus  Tertullus.  It  was  the  cuftom  at  Rome  for  thofe 
who  had  colleagues  to  adminifter  the  duties  of  their  pofts  by 
monthly  turns.  Buebnerut. 
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is  abfolutcly  neceflary  I  fhould  not  defer  any  long- 
er the  letting  of  my  lands  in  that  province;  for, 
befides  that  they  amount  to  above  c  four  hundred 
thoufand  fefterces,  the  feafon  for  dreffing  the  vine- 
yards is  approaching, and  that  bufinefs  muft  fall  upon 
my  new  tenants.  The  badnefs  of  the  weather  like- 
wife,  for  feveral  years  pad,  obliges  me  to  think 
of  making  fome  abatements  in  my  rents  j  which  I 
cannot  poffibly  fettle  unlefs  I  am  prefent.  I  fhall 
be  indebted  then  to  your  indulgence,  Sir,  both  as 
forwarding  this  public  act  of  piety,  and  giving 
me  the  opportunity  of  fettling  my  private  affairs, 
if  you  will  be  pleafed  to  grant  me  d  leave  to  be 
abfent  for  thirty  days. '  I  cannot  limit  a  fhorter 

time* 

c  About  3,200!.  fterling;  the  annual  income  of  Pliny's 
eflate  in  Tufcany.  He  mentions  another  near  Comum  in 
the  dutchy  of  Milan,  the  yearly  value  of  which  does  not  ap- 
pear. We  find  him  likewife  confidering  about  the  purchafe 
of  an  eflate,  for  which  he  was  to  give  about  24,000!.  of 
our  money;  but  whether  he  ever  completed  that  purchafe, 
is  uncertain.  [See  Book  3.  let.  19.]  This  however  we 
are  fure  of,  that  his  fortunes  were  but  moderate,  confidering 
his  high  llation  and  neceflary  expences:  [See  Book  2. 
let.  4.]  and  yet,  by  the  advantage  of  a  judicious  ceconomy, 
we  have  feen  him  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  letters,  exercifing 
a  liberality,  of  which  after-ages  have  furnifhed  no 
parallel. 

d  The  fenators  were  not  allowed  to  go  from  Rome  into 
the  provinces,  without  having  firft  obtained  leave  of  the 
Emperor.  Sicily,  however,  had  the  priviU-ge  to  be  ex- 
cepted  out  of  that  law;  as  Gallia  Narbonenfis  afterwards 
was,  by  Claudius  Casfar.'  Tacit.  Ann.  12.  c,  23. 
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time,  as  the  town  and  the  eftate  of  which  I  am 

fpeaking,  lie  above  an  hundred  and  fifty  mile* 
from  Rome. 


LETTER   XII.  [xxv.]    TRAJAN  /« 
PLINY. 

YOU  have  given  me  many  reafons  both  of  a 
public  and  private  nature,  why  you  requeft 
leave  of  abfence  j  but  I  need  no  other  than  that 
it  is  your  delire :  and  I  doubt  not  of  your  return- 
ing as  foon  as  pofllble  to  the  duty  of  an  office, 
which  fo  much  requires  your  attendance.  As  I 
would  not  feem  to  check  any  inftance  of  your 
affection  towards  me,  I  fhall  not  oppofe  your 
creeling  my  ftatue  in  the  place  you  mention;  tho', 
in  general,  I  am  extremely  cautious  in  giving  any 
encouragement  to  honours  of  that  kind. 


LETTER    XIII.   [viii.]    fo  the 

Emperor  TRAJAN. 

AS  I  am  fenfible,  Sir,  that  the  higheft  praifc 
my  actions  can  receive,  is  to   be  diftin- 
guifhed  by  fo  excellent  a  Prince  j  I  beg  you  would 
be  gracioufly  pleafed  to  add  either  the  office  of 
5  Augur 
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Augur  or  *  Septemvir  (both  which  'are  now  va- 
cant) to  the  dignity  I  already  enjoy  by  your  in- 
dulgence; that  I  may  have  the  fatisfadion  of  pub- 
licly offering  up  thofe  vows  for  your  profperity, 
from  the  duty  of  my  office,  which  I  daily  prefer 
to  the  Gods  in  private,  from  the  affection  of  my 
heart. 


LETTER   XIV.  [xxvi,]     To  the 

Emperor  TRAJAN. 

HAVING  fafely  paffed  the  promontory  of  h 
Malea,  I  am  arrived  at c  Ephefus  with  all 
my  train,  notwithstanding  I  was  detained  for  fome 
time  by  contrary  winds :  an  information,  Sir, 
in  which,  I  truft,  you  will  think  yourfelf  con- 
cerned. I  defign  to  purfue  the  remainder  of  my 
journey  to  the  d  province,  partly  in  light  veffels, 

and 


*  One  of  the  feven  priefts  who  prefided  over  the  feafts  ap- 
pointed in  honour  of  Jupiter  and  the  other  Gods:  an  office, 
as  appears,  of  high  dignity,  fince   Pliny  ranks   it  with  the 
.Augurfhip  :  of  which  fee  B.  4.  let.  8.  note  a. 

b  In  the  Peloponnefus ;  now  called  Capo  Malea  di-fant- 
Angelo.  Catanjeus  obferves,  this  paffage  was  fo  dangerous, 
that  the  ancients  had  a  proverb,  cum  Maleam  deflexeris,  dcmef- 
ticos  cblivifcere;  "  the  man  that  fails  by  Malea  muft  think  no 
"  more  of  his  family." 

e  A  city  of  Ionia,  in  Afia  the  lefs,  ftill  remaining. 

*  Bithynia,  a  province   in  Anatolia,  or  Afia   the  lefs,  of 
which  Pliny  was  appointed  governour  by  Trajan,  in  the  6:h 
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and  partly  in  poft-chaifes :  for,  as  the  extreme 
heats  will  prevent  my  travelling  altogether  by 
land,  fo  the  Etefian  e  winds,  which  are  now  fet  in, 
will  not  permit  me  to  proceed  entirely  by  fea. 

LETTER    XV.  [xxvli.]     TRAJAN 
to  PLINY. 

YOUR  information,  my  dear  Pliny,  was 
very  acceptable  to  me;  as  it  is  much  my 
concern  to  know  in  what  manner  you  arrive 
at  your  province.  I  well  approve  of  your  inten- 
tion to  travel  either  by  fea  or  land,  as  you  mail 
find  mod  convenient. 

LETTER    XVI.  [xxviii.]    ft  the 

Emperor  TRAJAN. 

AS  I  had  a  very  favourable  voyage  to  Ephe- ' 
fus,  fo  in  travelling  poft  from  thence,  I 
was  extremely  incommoded  by  the  heats,  which 
occafioned  a  fever,  and  detained  me  fome  time 

year  of  his  reign,  A.  Dom.  103.  not  as  an  ordinary  Proconful, 
but  as  that  Emperor's  own  Lieutenant,  with  extraordinary 
powers.  [See  Dio.]  The  following  letters  were  written 
during  his  adminiftration  of  that  province. 

e  A  north  wind  in  the  Grecian  feas,  which  rifes  yearly  fom« 
time  in  July,  and  continues  to  the  end  of  Auguft;  tho*  others 
extend  it  to  the  middle  of  September.  They  blow  only  in  the 
day-time.  Varem'us's  Geogr.  v.  i.  p.  513. 

VOL.  II.  O  at 
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at  *  Pergamum.  From  thence,  Sir,  I  took  {hip 
again  ;  but  being  delayed  by  contrary  winds,  I 
did  not  arrive  at  Bithynia  fo  foon  as  I  hoped  b. 
However,  I  have  no  reafon  to  complain  of  this  de- 
lay, fince  it  did  not  prevent  me  from  reaching  the 
province  in  time  to  celebrate  your  birth-day :  a 
circumftance  which  I  confider  as  the  moft  aufpi- 
cious  that  could  attend  me.  I  am  at  prefcnt  en- 
gaged in  examining  the  finances  of  the  c  Prufenfes, 
their  difburfements  and  credits;  and  the  farther  I 
proceed  in  this  affVir,  the  more  I  am  convinced  of 
the  neceflity  of  my  enquiry.  Several  confiderable 
fums  of  money  are  owing  to  the  city  from  private 
perfons,  which  they  negleft  to  pay  upon  various 
pretences ;  as,  on  the  other  hand,  I  find  the  public 
funds  arej  in  fome  inftances,  very  unwarrantably 
applied.  '_  This,  Sir,  I  write  to  you  immediately  on 

my 

»  The  famous  Troy,  fuuated  in  that  part  of  Afia,  which  is 
now  called  Romania. 

b  The  original  adds,  id  eft,  xv.  Cahnd.  QcloBris,  which 
feems  to  have  crept  into  the  text  from  the  marginal  annota- 
tion of  fome  gloffarift:  for  as  Pliny  mentions  the  time  of  his 
arrival  a  little  lower,  there  is  no  occafion  for  it  in  this  place  ; 
and  it  is  not  agreeable  to  his  ufual  elegant  concifenefs,,  to  re- 
peat that  circumftance  t\vice  in  the  fame  letter.  Or  perhaps 
here  are  two  diftinft  letters  run  into  one  by  the  careleffnefs  of 
the  transcribers  ;  the  former  ending  with  Htec,  Sec.  in  ipfo  in- 
grcjj'u  n:eo  J'c ripji  j  the  latter  beginning  with  Quintodecimo  Ca- 
L-utt.  C5>. 

c  Prufa,  a  maritime  city  in  Bithynia,  fuppofed  by  fome 
geographers  to  be  the  fame  which  is  now  called  Chens ;  fa- 
mous for  producing  great  quantities  of  cherries,  which  take 
their  name  from  thence. 
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my  arrival.  I  entered  this  province  on  the  ijth 
of d  September,  and  found  it  in  thofe  fentiments 
of  obedience  and  loyalty,  which  you  juftly  merit 
from  all  mankind.  You  will  conlider,  Sir,  whe- 
ther it  would  not  be  proper  to  fend  hither  a  fur- 
veyorj  for  I  am  inclined  to  think,  much  might 
be  deducted  from  what  is  charged  by  thofe  who 
have  the  condu6t  of  the  public  works,  if  a  faithful 
admeafurement  were  to  be  taken;  at  leaft  I  am  of 
that  opinion  from  what  I  have  already  feen  of  the 
accounts  of  this  city,  which  I  am  now  examining, 
with  the  afiiftance  of  Maximus. 


LETTER  XVII.     [xxix.]     TRAJAN 
to  PLINY. 

I  Should  have  rejoiced  to  have  heard  that  you 
arrived  at  Bithynia  without  inconvenience  to 
yourfelf  or  any  of  your  train;  and  that  your 
journey  from  Ephefus  had  been  as  eafy,  as  your 
voyage  to  that  place  was  favourable.  For  the  reft, 
your  letter  informs  me,  my  dear  Pliny,  what  day 
you  reached  Bithynia.  The  people  of  that  pro- 

vince 


4  In  the  fixth  year  of  Trajan's  reign,  A.  D.  103,  and  the 
41  ft  of  our  author's  age:  he  continued  in  this  province  about 
18  months.  Vid.  Mail",  in  vit.  Plin.  129. 
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vince  will  be  convinced,  I  perfuade  myfelf,  that 
I  am  attentive  to  their  intereft;  as  your  conduct  to- 
wards them  will  make  it  manifeft,  that  I  could  have 
chofcn  no  perfon  more  proper  to  fupply  my  place. 
Your  firft  enquiry  ought,  no  doubt,  to  turn  upon 
the  ilare  of  the  public  finances  j  for,  it  is  but  too 
evident  they  have  been  mifmanaged.  I  have  fcarce 
furveyors  fufficient  to  infpect  thofe  a  works  which  I 
am  carrying  on  at  Rome,  and  in  the  neighbour- 
hood; but  perfons  of  integrity  and  (kill  in  this  art 
may  be  found,  moft  certainly,  in  every  province  -f 
fo  that  you  cannot  be  at  a  lofs  in  that  article,  if 
you  will  make  due  enquiry. 


LETTER  XVIII.     [vii.]  <T0  tbe 
Emperor  TRAJAN. 

THO'  I  am  well  affured,  Sir,  that  you,  who 
never  omit  any  opportunity  of  exercifing 
your  generofity,  are  not  unmindful  of  the  requeft  I 

lately 
i 

*  Among  other  noble  works  which  this  glorious  Emperor 
executed ;  the  Forum,  or  fquare,  which  went  by  his  iiame, 
fecms  to  have  been  the  moft  magnificent.  J:  was  built  with 
the  foreign  fpoils  he  had  taken  in  war.  The  covering  was 
intirely  brafs,  the  porticos  exceedingly  beautiful,  and 
the  pillars  of  more  than  ordinary  height  and  dimenfions. 
In  the  center  of  this  Forum  was  erefted  the  famous 
pillar  which  has  been  already  described.  See  B.  8.  let.  4, 
not.  a. 
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lately  made  you  ;  yet  fmce  you  have  frequently, 
among  many  other  inftances  of  your  indulgence, 
permitted  me  to  repeat  my  felicitations,  I  renew 
them  now  on  behalf  of  Accius  Sura ;  and  ear- 
neftly  befeech  you  to  honour  him  with  the  Prse- 
torlliip,  which  is  become  vacant.  Tho*  his  am- 
bition-is extremely  moderate,  yet  the  quality  of 
his  birth,  the  inflexible  integrity  he  has  preferved 
in  a  very  narrow  fortune,  and,  more  than  all, 
the  felicity  of  your  times,  which  encourages 
.confcious  virtue  to  claim  your  favour,  induce 
him  to  hope  he  may  experience  it  in  the  prefent 
inftance. 


LETTER   XIX.  [ix.]    $o  th 

^Emperor  TRAJAN. 


I  Congratulate  both  you  and  the  public,  mod 
excellent  Emperor,  upon  the  great  and  glo- 
rious vidlory  you  have  obtained  j  fo  agreeable  to 
the  heroifm  of  ancient  Rome.  May  the  immortal 
Gods  give  the  fame  happy  fuccefs  to  all  your  de- 
figns,  that,  under  the  adminiftration  of  fo  many 
princely  virtues,  the  fplendour  of  the  empire  may 

fhine 
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fhine  out,  not  only  in  all  its  former,  but  with  ad- 
ditional luftre  *. 


LETTER    XX.  [x.]  ft  tbt 
Empercr  TRAJAN. 

MY  lieutenant  Servilius  Pudens  came  to  *  Ni- 
comedia,  Sir,  on  the  24th  of  November ; 
and  by  his  arrival  freed  me,  at  laft,  from  the  an- 
xiety of  a  very  tedious  expectation. 

LETTER    XXI.   [xi.]    To  tie 
Emperor  TRAJAN. 

YOUR  generofity  to  me,  Sir,  was  the  occa- 
fion  of  my  being  connected  with  Roflanus 
Ge minus,  by  the  ftrongeft  ties  ;  for  he  was  my « 
Quzftor  when  I  was  Conful.  His  behaviour  to  me 
during  the  continuance  of  our  offices,  was  highly  re- 
fpectful  j  and  he  has  treated  me  ever  fince  with  fo 
peculiar  a  regard,  that  befides  the  many  obligations 

I  owe 

a  It  is  probable  the  vi&cry  here  alluded  to,  was  that  famous 
one  which  Trajan  gained  over  the  Dacians;  fome  account  of 
which  has  been  given  in  the  notes  above.  It  is  certain,  at 
leaft,  Pliny  lived  to -fee  his  wifti  accomplifhed ;  this  Emperor 
having  carried  the  Roman  fplendour  to  its  higheft  pitch,  and 
extended  the  dominions  of  the  empire  farther  than  any  of  his 
prcdeceflbrs  ;  after  his  death  it  began  to  decline. 

'°  Now  called  Comedia,  the  capital  city  of  Bithynia. 

c  See  vol.  i.  p.  220,  note  *. 
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I  owe  him  upon  a  public  account,  I  am  indebted 
to  him  for  the  ftrongeft  pledges  of  private  friend, 
fhip.  I  entreat  you  then  to  comply  with  my  re- 
queft  for  the  advancement  of  a  worthy  man,  whom 
(if  my  recommendation  has  any  weight)  you  will 
even  diftinguifh  by  your  particular  favour;  and 
whatever  truft  you  mail  repofe  in  him,  he  will  en- 
deavour to  prove  himfelf  deferving  of  a  ilill  higher. 
But  I  forbear  to  enter  into  a  more  particular  detail 
of  his  merit;  being  perfuaded,  that  his  integrity,  his 
probity,  and  his  vigilance  are  well  known  to  you, 
not  only  from  thofe  high  pods  which  he  has  ex- 
ercifed  in  Rome  within  your  immediate  infpection ; 
but  from  his  behaviour  when  he  ferved  under  you 
in  the  army.  One  thing,  however,  my  affection  for 
him  inclines  me  to  think  I  have  not  yet  fufficiently 
performed;  and  therefore,  Sir,  I  repeat  my  intreaties 
that  you  will  give  me  the  pleafure,  as  early  as  pof- 
fible,  of  rejoicing  in  the  advancement  of  my  Quas- 
ftor;  or,  in  other  words,  of  receiving  an  addition 
to  my  own  honours  in  the  perfon  of  my  friend. 


Q4  LET- 
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LETTER   XXII.     [xii.]   To  tie 
Emperor  TRAJAN. 

/ 

I  Know  not,  Sir,  in  what  words  fufficiently  to  ex- 
prefs  the  joy  I  received,  when  I  heard  you  had, 
in  compliance  with  the  requeft  of  my  a  mother- 
in-law  and  myfelf,  granted  Ccelius  Clemens  the 
Proconfulfhip  of  this b  province  after  the  expiration 
of  his  confular  office;  as  it  is  a  proof  that  your  bene- 
ficence towards  me  gracioufly  extends  itfelf  thro' 
my  whole  family.  As  I  dare  not  pretend  to  make 
an  equal  return  to  thofe  obligations  I  fo  juftly  owe 
you,  I  can  only  have  recourfe  to  vows;  and 
ardently  implore  the  Gods,  that  I  may  not  be 
found  unworthy  of  thofe  favours,  which  you  are 
repeatedly  conferring  upon  me. 

8  Pompeia  Celerina, 
*  Bithynia, 


LET- 
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LETTER    XXIII.    [xiii.]  ft  the 

Emperor  TRAJAN. 

T  Received,  Sir,  a  difpatch  from  your  freedman 
•*•  Lycormas,  defiring  me,  if  any  embaffy  from 
51  Bofphorus  mould  come  hither  in  the  way  to 
Rome,  that  I  would  detain  it  till  his  arrival.  None 
has  yet  arrived;  at  lead  in  the5  city  where  I  now 
am.  But  a  courier  pafiing  thro'  this  place  from  the 
king  of  c  Sarmatia,  I  embrace  the  opportunity 
which  accidently  offers  itfelfj  of  fending  with 
him  the  mefTenger  which  Lycormas  difpatched 
hither;  that  you  might  be  informed  at  once  by 
his  letter  and  the  king's,  of  certain  circumftances 
which  it  may  be  expedient,  perhaps,  that  they 
Jhould  come  to  your  knowledge  at  the  fame 
time. 

"  'Bofphorus  Cimerius,  now  called  Vofpero,  in  Krim  Tar- 
tary. 

b  Nicea  (as  appears  by  the  I5th  Let.  of  this  B.)  a  city  in 
Bithynia  now  called  Ifmich. 

?  Sarmatia  was  divided  into  European,  Afiatic,  and  Ger» 
man  Sarmatia.  It  is  not  exadlly  known  what  bounds  the 
ancients  gave  to  this  extenfive  region ;  however,  in  general, 
it  comprehended  the  northern  parts  of  Ruffia,  Mufcovy, 
Jefler  Tartary,  and  the  greateft  part  of  the  kingdom  of  Py- 
jand,  faff, 


LET- 
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LETTER   XXIV.    [xiv.]  folk 


AN. 

T  AM  informed  by  a  letter  from  the  king  of 
•*•  Sarmatia,  that  fome  affairs  have  happened, 
of  which  it  is  requifite  you  fhould  be  immediately 
acquainted.  In  order  therefore  to  expedite  the 
difpatches  which  his  courier  was  charged  with  to 
you,  I  granted  him  a  warrant  to  make  ufe  of  the 
public  poft*. 

a  The  firft  invention  of  public  couriers  is  abfcribed  to  Cyrus, 
who,  in  order  to  receive  the  earlieft  intelligence  from  the  go- 
vernors of  the  feveral  provinces  *,  erefted  poft-houfes  through- 
out the  kingdom  of  Perfia,  at  equal  diftances,  which  fupplied 
men  and  horfes  to  forward  the  public  difpatches.  Auguftus  -f- 
was  the  firft  who  introduced  this  moft  ufeful  inftitution  among 
the  Romans,  by  employing  pofl-chaifes,  difpofed  at  convenient 
diftances,  for  the  purpofe  of  political  intelligence.  The  magi- 
ftrates  of  every  city  were  obliged  to  furnilh  J  horfes  for  thefe 
mefifengers,  upon  producing  a  diploma,  or  a  kind  of  warrant, 
either  from  the  emperor  himfelf,  or  from  thofe  who  had  that 
authority  under  him.  Sometimes,  tho*  upon  very  extraordi- 
nary occasions,  perfons  who  travelled  upon  their  private  af- 
fairs, were  allowed  to  avail  themfelves  of  thefe  poft-chaifes. 
[See  Let.  121,  of  this  Bock.]  Jt  is  furprifmg  they  were  not 
iooner  ufed  for  the  purpofes  of  commerce  and  private  commu- 
nication. Louis  XI.  firft  eftablilhed  them  in  France,  in  the 
year  1474;  but  it  was  not  till  the  izth  of  Car.  II.  ||  that  the 
poft-omce  was  fettled  in  England  by  aft  of  Parliament. 

*  Cyrop.  1.  8.  p.  496.  edit.  Hutchinfon. 
•f-  Suet,  invit.  Aug.  c.  49. 

j  Plutarch,  in  vit.  Galbx. 
H  Rapin,  vol.  z.  662.  fol.  ed. 


LET- 
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LETTER  XXV.     [xv.]  ft  tie 

Emperor  TRAJAN. 

'  •"* HE  embafTador  from  the  king  of  Sarmatia 
•*•  having  remained  two  days,  by  his  own  choice, 
at  Nicea,  where  he  found  me,  I  did  not  think  it  rea- 
fonable,  Sir,  to  detain  him  any  longer;  not  only  be- 
caufe  it  was  ftill  uncertain  when  your  freedman 
Lycormas  would  arrive,  but  as  fome  indifpenfable 
affairs  require  my  prefence  in  a  different  part  of  the 
province.  Of  this  circumftance  I  thought  it  necef- 
fary  that  you  fhould  be  informed,  becaufe  I  lately 
acquainted  you  in  a  letter,  that  Lycormas  had  de- 
fired,  if  an  embaffy  fhould  come  this  way  from 
Bofphorus,  that  I  would  detain  it  till  his  arrival. 
But  I  did  not  fee  there  was  any  pretence  of  re- 
tarding him  any  longer;  efpecially  as  the  dif- 
patches  from  Lycormas,  which  (as  I  have  already 
mentioned)  I  was  not  willing  to  detain,  would 
probably  reach  you  fome  days  fooner  than  this 
embaffador. 


LET- 
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LETTER  XXVI.  [xvi.]  frtfa 
Emperor  TRAJAN. 

I  Received  a  letter,  Sir,  from  Apuleius,  an 
officer  in  the  troops  ftationed  at  Nicome- 
dia,  informing  me  that  one  Callidromus  being 
arrefted  by  Maximus  and  Dionyfius,  (two  bakers, 
to  whom  he  had  hired  himfelf )  fled  for  refuge 
to  your  *  ftatuej  that  being  brought  before  a 
magiftrate,  he  declared  he  was  formerly  Have  to 
Laberius  Maximus ;  but  being  taken  prifoner  by 
fc  Sufagus  in  Mcefia c,  he  was  fent  as  a  prefent  from 
Decebalus  to  Pacorus  king  of  Parthia,  in  whofe 
fervice  he  continued  feveral  years,  from  whence  he 
made  his  efcape  and  came  to  Nicomedia.  When 
he  was  examined  before  me,  he  confirmed  this 

account ; 

*  Particular  temples,  altars,  and  fiatues  were  allowed 
among  the  Romans  as  places  of  fan&uary  to  flaves,  debtors, 
and  malefadors.  This  cuftom  was  introduced  by  Romulus, 
who  borrowed  it  probably  from  the  Greeks ;  but  during 
the  free  ftate  of  Rome,  few  of  thefe  afylums  were  permitted. 
This  cuftom  prevailed  moft  under  the  Emperors,  till  it 
grew  fo  fcandalous,  that  the  Emperor  Pius  found  it  necef- 
fary  to  retrain  thofe  privileged  places  by  an  edift.  See  Lipfii 
excurf.  ad  Taciti  Ann.  3.  c.  36. 

b  General  under  Decebalus. 

c  A  province  in  Dacia,  comprehending  the  fouthern  parts 
of  Servia  and  part  of  Bulgaria. 
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account ;  for  which  reafon  I  thought  it  necefTary 
to  d  fend  him  to  you.  I  fhould  have  fent  him 
fooner,  but  I  deferr'd  his  journey,  in  order  to  make 
an  inquiry  concerning  a  gem  which  he  faid  was 
taken  from  him,  upon  which  was  engraven  the 
figure  of  Pacorus  in  his  royal  habit :  I  was  defirous 
(if  it  could  have  been  found)  of  tranfmittrng  this 
curiofity  to  you,  with  a  fmall  ingot  of  Parthian 
gold,  which  he  "fays  he  brought  from  thence  out 
of  the  mines.  I  have  fixed  my  feal  to  it,  the  im- 
preffion  of  which  is,  a  chariot  drawn  by  four 
horfes. 


LETTER   XXVII.  [xvii.]  'To  the 

Emperor  TRAJAN. 

YOUR  frcedman  and e  procurator,  Maximus, 
behaved,  Sir,  during  all  the  time  we  were 
together,  with  great  probity,  attention,  and  dili- 
gence; as  one  ftrongly  attached  to  your  intereft, 
and  flridly  obfervant  of  difcipHne.  This  tefti- 
raony  I  very  willingly  give  him ;  and  I  give  it 
with  all  the  fidelity  I  owe  to  you. 

A  The  fecond  expedition  of  Trajan  againft  Decebalus,  was 
undertaken  the  fame  year  that  Pliny  went  governour  into  this 
province :  the  reafon  therefore  why  Pliny  fent  this  Callidro- 
mus  to  the  Emperor,  feems  to  be,  that  fome  ufe  might  poffibly 
be  made  of  him  in  favour  of  that  delign. 

e  Receiver  of  the  finances. 

LET- 
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LETTER    XXVIII.  [xviii.]  To  tbe 

Emperor  TRAJAN. 

A  FTER  having  experienced,  Sir,  in  Gabius 
•^  •*•  Baffus,  who  commands  on  the  frontiers  of 
1  Pontica,  the  greateft  integrity,  honour,  and  di- 
ligence, as  well  as  the  mod  particular  refpect  to 
myfelf,  I  cannot  refuie  him  my  beft  wifhes  and 
fuffrage ;  and  I  give  them  to  him  with  all  that 
fidelity  which  is  due  to  you.  I  have  found  him 
abundantly  qualified  by  having  ferved  in  the  army 
under  you ;  and  it  is  owing  to  the  advantages  of 
your  difcipline,  that  he  has  learned  to  merit  the 
honour  of  your  approbation.  The  military  and 
the  people  here,  who  have  had  abundant  expe- 
rience of  his  juftice  and  humanity,  rival  each  other 
in  that  glorious  teftimony  they  give  of  his  conduct 
both  public  and  private  :  and  I  certify  this  with 
all  the  fincerity  you  have  a  right  to  expeft  from 
me. 

*  Krim  Tartary. 


LET- 
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LETTER    XXIX.  [xix.]   To  the 

Emperor  TRAJAN. 

NYmphidius  a  Lupus,  Sir,  ferved  with  me  in 
the  army.  He  commanded  a  body  of  the 
auxiliary  forces  at  the  fame  time  that  I  was  mili- 
tary tribune :  and  it  was  from  that  connection  my 
affection  for  him  began.  A  long  acquaintance 
hath  fince  mutually  endeared  and  ftrengthened 
our  friendfhip.  For  this  reafon  I  did  violence  to 
his  repofe,  and  infifted  upon  his  attending  me 
into  Bithynia,  as  my  aflefibr  in  council.  He  moft 
readily  granted  me  this  proof  of  his  amity ;  and 
without  any  regard  to  the  plea  of  age,  or  of  re- 
tirement, he  fhared,  and  continues  to  fhare  with 
me,  the  fatigue  of  public  bufinefs.  I  confider  his 
relations  therefore  as  my  own ;  in  which  number, 
Nymphidius  Lupus,  his  fon,  claims  my  particular 
notice.  He  is  a  youth  of  great  merit  and  indefa- 
tigable application  j  and  in  every  view  of  his  cha- 
racter, well  worthy  of  fo  excellent  a  father.  The 

early 

»  The  text  calls  him  Primipilarem,  that  is,  one  who  had 
been  Primipilus,  an  officer  in  the  army,  whofe  poft  was  both 
highly  honourable  and  profitable ;  among  other  parts  of  his 
office  he  had  the  care  of  the  Eagle,  or  chief  flandard  of  the 
legion. 
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early  proof  he  gave  of  his  merit,  when  he  com- 
manded a  regiment  of  foot,  is  a  proof  that  he  is 
equal  to  any  honour  you  fhall  think  proper  to 
confer  upon  him  ;  and  it  gained  him  the  ftrongeft 
teftimony  of  approbation  from  thofe  mod  illuf- 
trious  perfohages  Julius  Ferox,  and  Fufcus  Sali- 
nator.  I  will  add,  Sir,  that  I  fhall  rejoice  in  any 
increafe  of  dignity  which  he  fhall  receive,  as  an 
occafion  of  particular  fatisfadtion  to  myfelf. 


LETTER  XXX.  To  the  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

IRequeft  your  determination,  Sir,  in  a  point 
wherein  I  am  greatly  doubtful :  it  is,  whether 
1  fhould  place  the  public  flaves a  as  centinels  round 
the  prifons  of  the  feveral  cities  in  this  province  (as 
has  been  hitherto  the  practice)  or  employ  a  party 
of  foldiers  for  that  purpofe  ?  On  the  one  hand,  I 
am  afraid  the  public  flaves  will  not  attend  this 
duty  with  the  fidelity  they  ought ;  and  on  the 
other,  that  it  will  engage  too  large  a  body  of  the 
foldiery :  in  the  mean  while,  I  have  joined  a  few  of 
the  latter  with  the  former.  I  am  apprehenfive,  how- 
ever, there  may  be  fome  danger  that  this  method  will 
occafion  a  general  neglect  of  duty,  as  it  will  afford 

them 

*  Slaves  who  were  purchafed  by  the  public. 
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them  a  mutual  pretence  of  throwing  the  blame 
upon  each  other, 

LETTER  XXXI.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

THERE  is  no  occafion,  my  dear  Pliny, 
to  draw  off  any  a  foldiers  in  order  to  guard 
the  prifons.  Let  us  rather  perfevere  in  the  ancient 
cuftom  obferved  in  this  province,  of  employing 
the  public  flaves  for  that  purpofe:  the  fidelity 
with  which  they  fhall  execute  their  duty  will  de- 
pend much  upon  your  care  and  ftridl  difcipline. 
It  is  greatly  to  be  feared,  as  you  obferve,  if  the 
foldiers  fhould  be  mixed  with  the  public  flaves, 
they  will  mutually  truft  to  each  other,  and  by  that 
means  grow  fo  much  the  more  negligent.  But  my 
principal  objection  is,  that  as  few  foldiers  as  poifi- 
ble  mould  be  withdrawn  from  their  ftandard. 


*  In  the  original  it  is  Commilitanes,  "  my  fellow-foldiers  :J| 
an  appellation  which  thofe  Emperors  who  defined  to  be  well 
with  the  army  affe&ed  to  ufe.  Suetonius  informs  us,  thai; 
Auguftus  would  never  employ  that  expreffion,  as  thinking  it 
a  condefcenfion  unbecoming  his  dignity  ;  and  neither  fuitablo 
to  the  tranquillity  of  the  times,  nor  to  military  difcipline. 


VOL,  II,  R  LET- 
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LETTER  XXXII.    ft  the 
Emperor  TRAJAN. 

GAbius  Bafius,  who  commands  upon  the  fron- 
tiers of  Pontica,  in  a  manner  fuitable  to  the 
relpeft  and  duty  which  he  owes  you,  has  been  with 
me,  Sir,  for  feveral  days.  As  far  as  I  could  ob- 
ferve,  he  is  a  perfon  of  great  merit,  and  worthy  of 
your  favour.  I  acquainted  him  with  your  order 
that  he  fhould  be  contented  with  ten  *  beneficiary 
ibldiers,  two  horfe-guards,  and  one  captain,  out  of 
the  troops  which  you  were  pleafed  to  afTign  to  my 
command.  He  allured  me  thofe  would  not  be 
fufficient,  and  that  he  would  write  to  you  accord- 
ingly: for  which  reafon  I  thought  it  proper  not 
immediately  to  recall  his  fupernumcraries. 

*  The  molt  probable  conje&ure  (for  it  is  a  point  of  a  gooi 
deal  of  obfcurity)  concerning  the  Beneficiarii,  feems  to  be, 
that  they  were  a  certain  number  of  foldiers  exempted  from 
the  ufual  duty  of  their  office,  in  order  to  be  «oployed  as  a 
fort  of  body-guards  to  the  General.  Thefe  were  probably 
foot;  as  the  Equites  here  mentioned  were  perhaps  of  the  fame 
nature,  only  that  they  ferved  on  horfe-back.  Equitesjingn- 
larts  Ceefarit,  Augufti,  &c.  are  frequently  met  with  upon  an- 
cient infcriprions,  and  are  generally  fuppofed  to  mean  the  body- 
guards of  the  Emperor. 


LET- 
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LETTER  XXXIII.    TRAJAN  fo  PLINIT. 

*  . 

I  Have  received  from  Gabius  Bafius,  the  letter 
you  mention,  acquainting  me,  that  the  num- 
ber of  foldiers  I  had  ordered  him  was  not  fuffi- 
cient :  and  for  your  information  I  have  directed 
my  anfwer  to  be  hereunto  annexed.  It  is  very 
material  to  diftinguifh  between  what  the  exigency 
of  affairs  requires,  and  what  an  ambitious  defire  of 
power  may  think  necefiary.  As  for  ourfelves,  the 
intereft  of  the  public  muft  be  our  only  guide :  ac- 
cordingly, it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  take  all 
pofiible  care,  that  the  foldiers  fhall  not  be  abfent 
from  their  ftandard. 


.LETTER  XXXIV.  To  the  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

TH  E  Prufenfes,  Sir,  having  an  arfcient  bath 
•which  lies  in  a  ruinous  ftate,  defire  your 
leave  to  repair  it  j  but  upon  examination,  I  am  of 
opinion  it  ought  to  be  rebuilt.  I  think  therefore, 
you  may  indulge  them  in  this  requeft,  as  there  Will 
be  a  fufficient  fund  for  that  purpofe,  partly  from 
thofe  debts  which  are  due  from  *  private  perfons 

R  2  to 

*  See  let.  28.  of  this  book, 
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to  the  public,  which  I  am  now  levying  j  and  partly 
from  the  money  they  raife  among  themfelves  to- 
wards farnifhing  the  bath  with  oil,  which  they 
are  willing  to  apply  to  the  carrying  on  of  this 
building :  a  work  which  the  dignity  of  the  city, 
and  the  fplendour  of  your  times  feem  to  render 
necefiary. 


LETTER  XXXV.    TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

T  F  the  erecting  of  a  public  bath  will  not  be  too 
•*•  great  a  charge  upon  the  Prufenfes,  we  may 
comply  with  their  requeft;  provided,  however, 
that  no  new  tax  be  levied  for  this  purpofe,  nor 
any  of  thofe  taken  off  which  are  appropriated  to 
neceffary  fervices. 


LETTER  XXXVI.   To  the  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

I  AM  affured,  Sir,  by  your  freedman  and  re- 
ceiver-general Maximus,  that  it  is  neceflary 
he  fhould  have  an  additional  party  of  foldiers  aflign- 
ed  to  him,  befides  the  bemficiariiy a  which  by  your 
orders  I  appointed  to  the  very  worthy  Gemellinus. 
Thofe  therefore  which  I  found  in  his  fervice  I 

thought 

*  Set!  let.  32.  of  this  book  in  note. 
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thought  proper  he  fhould  retain,  efpecially  as  he 
was  going  into  b  Paphlagonia  in  order  to  procure 
corn.  For  his  better  protection  likewife,  and  be- 
caufe  it  was  his  requeft,  I  added  two  of  the  ca- 
valry. But  I  beg  you  would  inform  me,  in  your 
next  difpatcheSj  what  method  you  would  have  me 
obferve  for  the  future  in  points  of  this  nature. 


LETTER  XXXVII.   TRAJAN  to  PLINY, 

AS  my  freedman  Maximus  was  going  upon, 
an  extraordinary  commifllon  to  procure 
corn,  I  approve  of  your  having  fupplied  him 
with  a  file  of  foldiers.  But  when  he  fhall  return 
to  the  duties  of  his  former  poft,  I  think  two  from 
you,  and  as  many  from  his  coadjutor,  my  receiver- 
general  Verbius  Gemellinus,  will  be  fufficient. 

b  A  province  in  the  lefler  Afia,  bounded  by  the  Black-Sea 

and  the  rivers  Delafs  and  Cafilirmar. 
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LETTER  XXXVIII.    forte 
Emperor  TRAJAN. 

THE  very  excellent  young  man  Sempronius 
Caslianus  having  difcovered  two  a  flaves 
among  the  recruits,  has  fent  them  to  me.  But  I 
deferred  pafiing  fentence  till  I  had  confulted  you, 
the  reftorer  and  fupporter  of  military  difcipline, 
concerning  the  punifhment  proper  to  be  inflicted 
upon  them.  My  principal  doubt  is,  that  altho1 
they  have  taken  the  military  oath,  they  are  not  yet 
entered  into  any  particular  legion.  I  requeit  you 
therefore,  Sir,  to  inform  me,  what  courfe  I  fhould 
purfue  in  this  affair,  cfpecially  as  it  concerns 
example. 

*  The  Roman  policy  excluded  flaves  frcm  entering  into 
military  fervice,  and  it  was  death  if  they  did  fo.  However, 
upon  cafes  of  great  neceffity  this  maxim  was  difpenfed  with  ; 
but  then  they  were  firft  made  free  before  they  were  received 
into  the  army,  excepting  only  fas  Servius  in  his  notes  upon 
Virgil  obfcrves)  after  the  fatal  battle  of  Cannas ;  when  the 
public  diftrefs  was  fo  great,  that  the  Romans  recruited  their 
army  with  their  /laves,  though  they  had  net  time  to  give 
them  their  freedom.  One  reafon,  perhaps,  of  this  policy 
jnight  be,  that  they  did  not  think  it  fafe  to  arm  fo  conlider- 
able  a  bcdy  of  men,  whofe  numbers,  in  the  times  when  the 
Roman  luxury  was  higheft,  we  may  have  feme  idea  of,  by  the 
inftance  which  Pliny  the  naturalift  mentions  of  Claudius  Ifo- 
dorus,  who  at  his  death  was  poffefled  of  no  lels  than  4,1 16 
flaves,  notwithstanding  he  had  loft  great  numbers  in  the 
civil  wars.  Pljn.  Hift.  Nat.  xxxiii.  10.  Meurfius  de  luxu 
Rom. 

LET- 
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LETTER  XXXIX.    TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

SEmpronius  Cselianus  has  a&ed  agreeably  to 
my  orders,  in  fending  fuch  perfojis  to  be 
tried  before  you,  as  appear  to  deferve  capital  pu- 
nifliment.  It  is  material,  however,  in  the  cafe  in 
queftion,  to  enquire  whether  thefe  Oaves  inlifted 
themfelves  voluntarily,  or  were  chofen  by  the  of- 
ficers, or  were  prefented  as  fubftitutes  for  others. 
If  they  were  chofen,  the  officer  is  guilty ;  if  they 
are  proxies,  the  blame  refts  with  thofe  who  de- 
puted them ;  but  ifj  confcious  of  the  legal  inabi- 
lities of  their  ftation,  they  prefented  themfelves 
.voluntarily,  the  punifhment  muft  fall  upon  their 
own  heads.  That  they  are  not  yet  entered  into 
any  legion,  makes  no  great  difference  in  their 
cafe  j  for  they  ou^ht  to  have  given  a  true  account 
of  themfelves  immediately,  upon  their  being  ap- 
proved as  fit  for  the  fervice. 


R  4  LET* 
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LETTER   XL.     To  the  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

AS  I  have  your  permiffion,  Sir,  to  addrefs  my- 
felf  to  you  in  all  my  doubts,  you  will  not 
deem  it  below  the  dignity  of  your  exalted  flation, 
Co  defcend  to  thofe  humbler  affairs,  which  concern 
my  adminiftration  of  this  province.     I  find  there 
are  in  feveral  cities,  particularly  thofe  of  Nicome- 
dia   and   Nicea,  certain  perfons  who  take  upon 
themfelves  to  ad  as  public  a  flaves,  and  receive  an 
annual  ftipend  accordingly,  notwithstanding  they 
have  been  condemned  either  to  the  mines,  the b  pub- 
lic games,  or  other  punifhments  of  the  like  nature. 
Having  received  information  of  this  abufe,  I  have 
been  long  debating  with  myfelf,  how  I  fhould  aft. 
On  the  one  hand,  to  fend  them  back  to  their  re- 
fpective  punifhments,  (many  of  them  being  now 
grown  old,  and  behaving,  as  I  am  afiured,  with  fo- 
briety  and  modefty)  would,  I  thought,  be  proceed- 
ing againft  them  too  feverely  j  on  the  other,  to  retain 
convicted  criminals  in  the  public  fervice,  feemed 
not  altogether  decent.     I  confidered,  at  the  fame 

time, 

*  See  note  let*  30.  of  this  B. 

b  ,A  punifhment  among  the  Romans,  ufually  inflifted  upon 
flaves,  by  which  they  were  to  engage  with  wild  beafts,  or 
perform  the  part  of  gladiators,  in  the  public  ihews. 
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time,  to  fupport  thefe  people  in  idlenefs,  would  be 
an  ufelefs  expence  to  the  public ;  and  to  leave  them 
to  ftarve,  would  be  dangerous.  I  was  obliged 
therefore  to  fufpend  the  determination  of  this  mat- 
ter,  till  I  could  confult  with  you.  You  will  be 
defirous,  perhaps,  to  be  informed,  how  it  hap- 
pened that  thefe  perfons  efcaped  the  pumfhments 
to  which  they  were  condemned.  This  inquiry  I 
have  alfo  made,  but  cannot  return  you  any  fa- 
tisfactory  anfwer.  The  decrees  againft  them  were 
indeed  produced;  but  no  record  appears  of  their 
having  ever  been  reverfed.  It  was  aflerted,  how- 
ever, that  thefe  people  were  pardoned  upon  their 
petition  to  the  proconfuls,  or  their  lieutenants; 
which  feems  likely  to  be  the  truth,  as  it  is  impro- 
bable that  any  perfbn  would  have  dared  to  fet  them 
at  liberty  without  authority. 


LETTER  XLT.    'TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 


"VTO  U  will  remember  you  were  fcnt  into  Bithy- 
nia,  for  the  particular  purpofe  of  correct- 
ing thofe  many  abufes  which  appeared  necefiary  to 
be  reformed.  Now  none  {lands  more  in  need  of 
reformation,  than  that  criminals,  who  have  been 
fentenced  to  punilhment,  fhould  not  only  be 

fet 
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fct  at  liberty  (as  your  letter  informs  me)  without 
any  apparent  authority,  but  even  appointed  to  em- 
ployments, which  ought  alone  to  be  exercifed  by 
perfons  whofe  characters  are  irreproachable.  Thofe 
therefore  among  them  who  have  been  convicted 
•within  thefe  ten  years,  and  whofe  fentence  has  not 
been  reverfed  by  proper  authority,  muft  be  fent 
back  to  their  refpective  punishments ;  but  where 
more  than  ten  years  have  elapfed  fince  their  convic- 
tion, and  they  are  grown  old  and  infirm,  let  them 
be  difpofed  of  in  fuch  employments,  as  are  but  few 
degrees  removed  from  the  punifhments  to  which 
they  were  fentenced;  that  is,  either  to  attend  upon 
the  public  baths,  cleanfe  the  common  fhores,  or  re- 
pair the  ftreets  and  highways;  thofe  being  the  offices 
to  which  fuch  perfons  are  ufually  fentenced. 


LETTER  XLII.     To  tbe  Emperor  TRAJAN-. 

WHile  I  was  making  a  progrefs  in  a  different 
part  of  the  province,  a  moft  deftructive  fire 
broke   out  at  Nicomedia,  which  not  only  con- 
fumed  feveral  private  houfes,  but  alfo  two  pub- 
lic  buildings  j  the  town-houfe  and  the  temple  of 
Ifis,    tho*    they    ftood   on   contrary  fides  of  the 
ftreet.     The  occafion  of  its  fpreading  thus  wide, 
was   partly  owing  to  the  violence  of  the  wind, 
5  and 
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and  partly  to  the  indolence  of  the  people,  who, 
it   appears,    flood    fixed   and   idle  fpeftators  of 
this  terrible  calamity.     The  truth  is,  the  city  was 
not     furnifhed     with    either  a  engines,    buckets, 
or   any   Tingle   inftrument   proper   to  extinguilh 
fires:    which  I  have  now  however  given  direc- 
tions  to  be  provided.      You  will  confider,  Sir, 
whether   ic   may   not    be    advifeable  to  form  a 
tjompany  of  fire-men,  confiding  only  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  members.     I  will  take  care  none 
but  thofe  of  that  bufmefs  fhall  be  admitted  into 
tt't  and  that  the  privileges  granted  them  fhall  not 
be  extended  to  any  other  purpofe.     As  this  cor- 
porate body  will  be  reftricl:ed  to  fo  fmall  a  number 
of  members,  it  will  be  eafy  to  keep  them  unckr 
proper  regulation. 

*  It  has  been  generally  imagined  that  the  ancients  had 
not  the  art  of  railing  water  by  engines;  but  this  paflage 
feems  to  favour  the  contrary  opinion.  The  word  in  the  ori- 
ginal is  Sipbo,  which  Hefychius  explains  (as  one  of  the  com- 
mentators obferves)  inftrumentum  adjaculandas  aquas  adverfus 
incendia;  "  an  inftrument  to  throw  up  watat  againft  fires." 
But  there  is  a  paffage  in  Seneca  which  feems  to  put  this 
matter  beyond  conjecture,  tho'  none  of  the  critics  upon  this 
place  have  taken  notice  of  it :  Solemus,  fays  he,  duabus  mani- 
bui  inter  fe  junfi'u  aquam  cone  i per e,  &  comprejja  utrimque  p al- 
ma in  modum  Jipbonis  exf  rimer  e,  [Qi_N.  1.  2.  16.]  wheiT  we 
plainly  fee  the  ufe  of  this  Sipbo  was  to  throw  up  water,  and 
confequently  the  Romans  were  acquainted  with  that  art. 
The  account  which  Pliny  gives  of  the  fountains  at  his  Tufcan 
villa  is  likewife  another  proof. 


LET- 
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LETTER  XLIII.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

YOU  are  of  opinion  it  would  be  proper  to 
eftabJifh  a  company  of  fire-men  in  Nico~ 
media,  agreeably  to  what  has  been  pra&ifed  in  fe- 
veral  other  cities.  But  it  is  to  be  remember 'd, 
that  focieties  of  this  fort  have  greatly  difturb'd  the 
peace  of  the  province  in  general,  and  of  thofe 
cities  in  particular.  Whatever  name  we  give  them, 
and  for  whatever  purpofe  they  may  be  instituted, 
they  will  not  fail  to  form  themfelves  into  factious 
aflemblies,  however  fhort  their  meetings  may  be. 
It  will  therefore  be  fafer,  to  provide  fuch  machines 
as  are  of  fervice  in  extinguishing  fires,  enjoining 
the  owners  of  houfes  to  afiift  in  preventing  the 
mifchief  from  fpreading ;  and  if  it  fhould  be  ne- 
ceffary,  to  call  in  the  aid  of  the  populace. 


LETTER  XLIV.  ?o  tie  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

AGreeably  to  the  general  notice  we  previoufly 
gave  for  that  purpofe,  we  have  offered,  Sir, 
our  annual  a  vows,  for  your  profperity,  in  which 
that  of  the  empire  is  eflentially.  involved  -,  implor- 


a  This  was  an  anniverfary  cuftom  obferved  throughout  the 
Empire,  on  the  3oth  of  December. 
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ing  the  Gods  to  grant  that  thefe  yearly  vows  may 
never  ceafe  to  be  thus  by  public  authority  an- 
nounced and  offered. 


LETTER  XLV.   TRAJAI*  to  PLINY. 

I  Received  the  fatisfadion,  my  dear  Pliny,  of 
being  informed  by  your  letter,  that  you,  to- 
gether with  the  people  under  your  government, 
have  both  difcharged  and  renewed  your  annual 
vows  to  the  immortal  Gods,  for  my  health  and 
happinefs. 


LETTER  XLVI.    fo  fbe  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

r  a  ^HE  city  of  Nicomedia,  Sir,  have  expend- 
JL  ed  three  millions  three  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  feftercesMn  building  an  aquasducT:;  which,  not 
anfwering  the  intent,  the  works  are  entirely  fallen 
into  ruin.  They  made  a  fecond  attempt  in  another 
place,  where  they  expended  b  two  millions.  But 
in  this  likewife  they  were  difappointed  ;  fo  that  after 
having  been  at  an  immcnfe  charge  to  no  purpofe, 
they  muft  ftill  be  at  a  farther  expence,  in  'order  to  be 
accommodated  with  water.  I  have  examined  a  fine 
fpring  from  whence  the  water  may  be  conveyed 
over  arches  (as  was  attempted  in  their  firftdefign)  in 


About  24,000!.  of  our  money, 
About  16,000  1,  of  our  money. 
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fuch  a  manner  that  the  higher,  as  well  as  level 
and  low  parts  of  the  city  may  be  fupplied.  There 
are  but  very  few  of  the  old  arches  remaining ; 
the  fquare  ftones,  however,  employed  in  the  for- 
mer, may  be  ufed  in  turning  tRe  new  arches. 
I  am  of  opinion  part  mould  be  raifed  with  brick, 
as  that  will  be  the  eafier  and  cheaper  mate- 
rial. But  that  this  work  may  not  meet  with 
the  fame  ill  fuccefs  as  the  former,  it  will  be  necef- 
fary  to  fend  hither  an  architect,  or  fome  perfon 
fkilled  in  the  conftruction  of  this  kind  of  water- 
work^  And  I  will  venture  to  fay,  from  the 
beauty  and  ufefulnefs  of  the  defign,  it  will  be  an 
erection  well  worthy  the  fplendour  of  your  times. 

LETTER  XLVII.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

CARE  muft  be  taken  to  fupply  the  city  of 
Nicomedia  with  water;  and  that  bufmefs, 
I  am  well  perfuaded,  you  will  perform  with  all 
the,  diligence  you  ought.  But  it  is  mod  certainly 
no  lefs  incumbent  upon  you  to  examine,  by  whofe 
mifcondudt  it  has  happened,  that  fuch  large  fums 
have  been  thrown  away  upon  this  attempt;  left  they 
apply  the  money  to  private  purpofes,  and  the  aque- 
duct in  queftion,  like  the  preceding,  mould  be 
begun  and  afterwards  left  unfinimed.  You  will 
let  me  know  the  refult  of  your  inquiry. 

LET- 
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LETTER  XLVIII.    to  the  Emperor  TRAJAN. 


TH  E  citizens  of  Nicea,  Sir,  are  building  a 
theatre,  which,  tho'  it  is  not  yet  finifhed, 
they  have  already  expended,  as  I  am  informed  (for 
I  have  not  examined  the  account  myfelf )  above  * 
ten  millions  of  felterces ;  and,  what  is  worfe,  I  fear 
to  no  purpofe.  For,  either  from  the  foundation 
being  laid  in  a  inarihy  ground,  or  that  the  (tones 
themfelves  were  decayed,  the  walls  are  crack 'd 

from 


»  About  So,ooo  1.  of  our  money.  To  thofe  who  are  not 
acquainted  with  the  immenfe  riches  of  the  ancients,  it  may 
feem  incredible  that  a  city,  and  not  the  capital  one,  of  a  con- 
quered province,  mould  expend  fo  large  a  fum  of  money  upon 
only  the  {hell  (as  it  appears  to  be)  of  a  theatre :  but  Afia  was 
efteemed  the  moft  confiderable  part  of  the  world  for  wealth ; 
its  fertilitity  and  exportations  (as  *  Tully  obferves)  exceed- 
ing that  of  all  other  countries.  The  ingenious  Dr.  Arbuth- 
not  quotes  an  inftance  from  Athenxus  of  Afiatic  riches,  which 
a  man  muft  be  a  tolerable  arithmetician  even  to  count.  It  is 
the  value  of  the  treafure  of  Sardanapulus,  with  which  he  made 
a  funeral  pile  for  himfelf  and  family  when  he  was  befieged  by 
Arbaces  king  of  the  Medes.  "  Athenxus  makes  the  value 
«'  of  the  treafure  of  this  pile  to  amount  to  100,000,000  ta- 
"  lents,  which  reckoned  in  Babylonic  talents,  amounts  to 
(f  16,953,125,000!.  This  was  only  the  value  of  the  filver; 
"  there  was  belides  a  tenth  part  of  that  number  of  talents  of 
"  gold,  which  if  gold  was  reckoned  in  a  decuple  proportion, 
«'  will  juft  double  that  fum."  Arbutb,  ant.  coins,  p.  203. 

*  Oral.  pro.  Imp.  Cn.  Pompi 
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from  top  to  bottom.  It  defer ves  your  confidera- 
tion  therefore,  whether  it  would  be  bed  to  carry  on 
this  work,  or  entirely  difcontinue  it;  or  rather, 
perhaps,  whether  it  would  not  be  mod  prudent  ab- 
folutely  to  deftroy  it :  for  the  foundations  upon 
which  this  building  is  raifed,  appear  to  me  more 
expenfive  than  folid.  Several  private  peribns  have 
promifed  to  erect  at  their  own  expence,  fome  the 
portico,  others  the  galleries  above  the  b  pic :  but  this 
clefign  cannot  be  executed,  as  the  principal  fabric  is 
at  a  fland.  This  city  is  alfo  rebuilding  upon  a  more 
enlarged  plan,  the  c  Gymnafium,  which  was  burnt 
down  before  my  arrival  in  the  province.  They 
have  already  been  at  fome  (and,  I  doubt,  a  fruit- 
lefs)  expence.  The  ftructure  is  not  only  irre- 
gular and  ill-difpofed,  but  the  prefent  architect 
(who  it  muft  be  owned  is  a  rival  to  the  perfbn 
who  was  firft  employed)  afierts,  that  the  walls, 
tho'  they  are  <;  twenty-two  feet  thick,  are  not 
ilrong  enough  to  fupport  the  fuperftructure,  as 

their 


fc  The  word  Cavea  in  the  original,  comprehends  more  than 
what  we  call  the  Pit  in  our  theatres,  as  it  means  the  whole 
{pace  in  which  the  fpectators  fate.  Thefe  theatres  being  open 
at  top,  the  galleries  here  mentioned  were  for  the  convenience 
of  retiring  in  bad  weather. 

e  A  pla^2  in  which  the  athletic  exercifes  were  per- 
formed, and  where  the  philofophers  alfo  ufed  to  read  ttmr 
leclures. 

d  The  Roman  foot  confided  of  11  inches  and  7  tenths  of 
caritandard,  *  ' 
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their  interftices  are  not  cemented  with  mortar,  nor 
are  thefe  walls  ftrengthened  with  a  teftaceous  co- 
vering. 

The  inhabitants  of  c  Claudiopolis  are  finking 
(I  cannot  call  it  erecting)  a  large  public  bath, 
upon  a  low  fpot  of  ground  which  lies  at  the  foot  of 
a  mountain.  The  fund  appropriated  for  the  car 
rying  on  of  this  work,  arifes  from  the  money  which 
thofe  honorary  members  you  were  pleaied  to  add 
to  their  fenate,  paid  (or  at  leaft  are  ready  to  pay 
whenever  I  call  upon  them)  f  for  their  admifllon. 
As  I  am  afraid  therefore  the  public  money  in 
the  city  of  Nicea,  and  (what  is  infinitely  more 
valuable  than  any  pecuniary  confideration)  your 
benefaction  in  that  of  Claudiopolis,  (hould  be  ill 
applied;  I  muft  defire  you  to  fend  hither  an  archi- 
tect to  infpecl,  not  only  the  theatre,  but  the  bath ; 
in  order  to  confider  whether,  after  all  the  expence 
which  has  already  been  laid  out,  it  will  be 
better  to  finifh  them  upon  the  prefent  plan,  or  re- 
form the  one,  and  remove  the  other:  for  other- 
wife  we  may  perhaps  throw  away  our  future  cofl, 
by  endeavouring  not  to  lofe  what  we  have  already 
expended. 

e  A  city  in  Ifaaric,  a  province  in  Afia,  fituated  at  the  foot 
of  mount  Taurus  between  Lyconia,  Pamphilia,  Cilicia,  and 
the  fea. 

f  The  Honorary  fenators,  that  is,  fuch  who  were  not  re- 
ceived into  ihe  council  of  the  city  by  eledion,  but  by  the 
appointment  of  the  Emperor,  paid  a  certain  fum  of  money 
upon  their  admiffion. 

VOL.  II.  S  L  E  T- 
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LETTER  XLIX.    TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

"VTOU  who  are  upon  the  fpot,  will  bed  be 
•*•  able  to  confider  and  determine  what  is  proper 
to  be  done  concerning  the  theatre,  which  the  in- 
habitants of  Nicea  are  building;  as  for  myfelf,  it 
will  be  fufEcient  if  you  let  me  know  your  determi- 
nation. With  refpecl  to  the  particular  parts  of  this 
theatre  which  are  to  be  raifed  at  a  private  charge ; 
you  will  fee  thofe  engagements  fulfilled,  when  the 
body  of  the  building  to  which  they  are  to  be 
annexed,  fhall  be  finilhed. — Thefe  paltry  Greeks 
are,  1  know,  immoderately  fond  of  Gymnaftic  di- 
verfions,  and  therefore,  perhaps,  the  citizens  of 
Nicea  have  planned  a  more  magnificent  fabric 
for  this  purpofe  than  is  neceflary:  however, 
they  mud  be  contented  with  fuch  as  will  be 
fufficient  to  anfwer  the  ufe  for  which  it  is  in- 
tended. 

I  entirely  leave  it  to  you  to  advife  the  Clau- 
diopolitani  as  you  mail  think  proper,  with  relation 
to  their  bath,  which  they  have  placed,  it  feems, 
in  a  very  improper  fituation.  As  there  is  no  pro- 
vince that  is  not  furniihed  with  men  of  fkill  and 

ingenuity, 
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ingenuity,  you  cannot  poflibly  want  architects  5 
unlefs  you  think  it  the  (hotted  way  to  procure 
them  from  Rome,  when  it  is  generally  from 
Greece  that  they  come  to  us. 


LETTER   L.     ft  the  Emperor  T RAJ  AN. 

WHEN  I  reflect  upon  the  fplendour  of  your 
exalted  ftation,  and  the  magnanimity  of 
your  fpirit  j  nothing,  I  am  perfuaded,  can  be  more 
fuitable  to  both,  than  to  point  out  to  you  fuch  de- 
figns  as  are  worthy  of  your  glorious  and  immortal 
name,  as  being  no  lefs  ufeful  than  magnificent. 
Bordering  upon  the  territories  of  the  city  of 
Nicomedia  is  a  moft  extenfive  lake ;  upon  which 
the  commodities  of  the  country  are  eafily  and 
cheaply  tranfported  to  the  high  road;  but  from 
thence,  are  conveyed  in  carriages  to  the  fea-fide, 
at  great  charge  and  labour.  To  remedy  this 
inconvenience,  will  require,  many  hands  j  but 
upon  fuch  an  occafion,  they  cannot  be  wanting ; 
for  the  country,  and  particularly  the  city,  is 
exceedingly  populous :  and  one  may  afTuredly 
hope,  that  every  perfon  will  readily  engage  in  a 
work  which  will  be  of  univerfal  benefit.  It  only 
remains  then  to  fend  hither,  if  you  Ihall  think  pro- 

S  2  per, 
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per,  a  furveyor  or  an  architect,  in  order  to  examine 
whether  the  lake  lies  above  the  level  of  the  fea ; 
the  engineers  of  this  province  being  of  opinion 
that  the  former  is  higher  by  forty  a  cubits.  I 
find  there  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  place,  a 
large  canal,  which  was  formerly  cut  by  one  of  the 
kings  of  this  country ;  but  as  it  was  left  unfinished, 
it  is  uncertain  whether  the  canal  was  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  draining  the  adjacent  lands,  or  making  a 
communication  between  the  lake  and  the  river. 
It  is  equally  doubtful,  whether  the  death  of  this 
Prince,  or  the  delpair  of  being  able  to  accomplifh 
the  defign,  prevented  its  completion.  If  the  latter, 
I  am  fo  much  the  more  ambitious,  for  the  honour 
cf  your  illuftrious  character  (and  I  hope  you  will 
pardon  me  the  pride)  that  you  may  have  the  glory 
of  executing,  what b  kings  could  only  attempt. 

LET- 


a  A  Roman  cubit  is  equal  to  1  foot  5  inches  T%%^  of  our 
meafure.  Arluthncfs  tab. 

h  A  commentator  upon  this  pafiage  thinks  this  a  very  ex- 
traordinary compliment;  "As  if,  lays  he,  an  Emperor  of 
•'  Rome  could  not  do  more  than  a  little  king  of  Bithynia." 
But  it  ib  much  more  probable  that  this  critic  mould  be  miilaken 
in  his  objection,  than  Pliny  in  his  compliment ;  and  tho'  he 
.v-ill  have  it  to  be  a  little  king,  it  is  more  reafonabie  to  luppofe 
our  author  meant  feme  great  king  of  Perfia.  Befides,  Impe- 
rator,  among  the  Romans,  had  not  of  itfelf  any  fuch  high 
idea,  as  has  been  affixed  to  it  in  later  times.  The  meaning 
therefore  of  ihis  wifh  feems  to  be,  that  tho'  Trajan  was  con- 

tented 
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LETTER    LI.    TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

THERE  is  fomething  in  the  fcheme  you 
propofe  of  opening  a  communication  be* 
tween  the  lake  and  the  fea,  which  may,  perhaps, 
tempt  me  to  confent.  But  you  muft  firft  care- 
fully examine  the  fituation  of  this  body  of  water, 
what  quantity  it  contains,  and  from  whence  it  is 
fupplied ;  left  by  giving  it  an  opening  into  the  fea,  it 
fjiould  be  totally  drained.  You  may  apply  to  Cal- 
purnius  Macer  for  an  engineer;  as  I  will  alfo  fend 
you  from  hence,  fome  perfons  {killed  in  works  of 
this  nature. 


LETTER  LIT.     To  the  Emperor  TR  AJAS.  ' 

UPON  examining  the  public  expences  of  the 
city  of  Byzantium  %  (which  I  find  are  ex- 
tremely great)  I  was  informed,  Sir,  that  the  ap- 
pointments of  the  ambafiadour,  which  they  fend 
yearly  to  you  with  their  homage  and  the  decree 
S  3  which 

tented  to  be  in  title  no  more  than  General,  [Imperator]  yet  in 
a£b  of  public  munificence  he  might  be  more  than  thofe  who 
proudly  Itiled  themfelves  kings, 

*  NotvConftantinople. 
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which  pafles  in  the  fenate  upon  that  occafion, 
amount  to  twelve15  thoufand  feiterces.  But  know- 
ing the  generous  maxims  of  your  government,  I 
thought  proper  to  lend  the  decree  without  the  am- 
baffadour;  that  at  the  fame  time  they  difcharged 
their  public  duty  to  you,  they  might  be  eafed  in 
the  manner  of  paying  it.  This  city  is  likewife 
taxed  with  the  fum  of c  three  thoufand  fefterces 
towards  defraying  the  expence  of  an  envoy,  whom 
they  annually  fend  to  compliment  the  governour  of 
Moefia :  this  expence  I  have  alfo  directed  to  be 
fpared.  I  beg,  Sir,  you  would  deign  either  to  con- 
firm my  judgment,  or  correct  my  error  in  thefe 
points,  by  acquainting  me  with  your  fentiments. 

LETTER  LIII.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

I  Well  approve,  my  dear  Pliny,  of  your  having 
excufed  the  Byzantines  the  expence  offending 
an  ambaffadour  to  me.  I  mail  efteem  their  duty 
as  fufficiently  paid,  tho*  I  only  receive  the  act  of 
their  fenate  thro'  your  hands.  The  governour  of 
Moefia  muft  likewife  excufe  them,  if  they  compli- 
ment him  at  a  lefs  expence, 

b  About  96!.  fterling. 

«  About  24].  of  our  money. 

LET. 
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LETTER  LIV.  To  the  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

I  Beg,  Sir,  you  would  fettle  a  doubt  I  have  con- 
cerning your  a  Diplomas ;  whether  you  think 
proper  that  thofe  Diplomas,  the  dates  whereof  arc 
expired,  lhall  continue  in  force,  and  how  long  ? 
For  I  am  apprehenfive  I  may  thro*  ignorance, 
either  confirm  fuch  of  thefe  inftruments  as  are 
illegal,  or  prevent  the  effect  of  thofe  which  arc 
necefiary. 


LETTER  LV.    TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

THOSE  Diplomas  the  dates  whereof  arc 
expired,  muft  by  no  means  be  made  ufe  of. 
For  which  reafon  it  is  an  inviolable  rule  with  me, 
to  fend  new  inftruments  of  this  kind  into  all  the 
provinces  before  they  are  immediately  wanted. 

ir 

a  A  diploma  is  properly  a  grant  of  certain  privileges  either 
to  particular  places  or  perfons.  It  fignifies  alfo  grants  of 
other  kinds ;  and  it  fomeames  means  *  poft-warrants,  as,  per- 
haps, it  does  in  this  place. 

*  See  Let.  xiv.  of  this  book,  in  the  notes. 


84  LET- 
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LETTER  LVI.    fo  the  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

UPON  intimating,  Sir,  my  defign  to  the 
city  of a  Apamea,  of 'examining  into  the 
flate  of  their  public  funds  and  revenues  •,  they 
told  me  they  were  very  willing  I  fhould  in- 
fpect  their  accounts,  but  that  no  Proconful  had 
ever  yet  perufed  them ;  as  they  had  a  privilege 
(and  that  of  a  very  ancient  date)  of  adminiftring 
the  affairs  of  their  corporation  in  the  manner  they 
thought  proper.  I  required  them  to  draw  up  a 
memorial  of  what  they  then  aflerted,  and  I  tranf- 
mit  it  to  you  precifely  as  I  received  it  -,  altho'  I 
am  fenfible  it  contains  feveral  things  foreign  to  the 
queftion.  I  beg  you  would  honour  me  with  your 
commands,  how  I  am  to  a6l  in  this  matter :  for,  I 
fhould  be  extremely  forry  either  to  exceed,  or  to, 
fall  fhort  of,  the  powers  of  my  ccmmiflion. 

a  A  city  in  Bithynia. 


E  T- 
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LETTER  LVII.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

THE  memorial  of  the  Apameans  annexed 
to  your  letter,  faved  me  the  necefiity 
of  confidering "  the  reafons  they  fuggeft,  why  the 
former  Proconfuls  forbore  to  infpect  their  ac- 
counts ;  fince  they  are  willing  to  fubmit  them  to 
your  examination.  Their  compliance  deferves  to 
be  encouraged;  and  they  may  be  allured  the 
enquiry  you  are  to  make  in  purfuance  of  my  or- 
ders, lhall  be  with  a  full  referve  to  their  privi- 
leges. 


LETTER  LVIII.     To  the  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

THE  Nicomedians,  Sir,  before  my  arrival 
in  this  province,  had  begun  to  build  a 
new  Forum  contiguous  to  their  former  in  a  cor- 
ner of  which  ftands  an  ancient  temple  dedicated  to 
the  a  mother  of  the  Gods.  This  edifice  muft  either 
-be  repaired,  or  removed;  chiefly,  becaufe  it  is  a 
much  lower  building  than  that  very  lofty  one  which 

is 

a  Cybele,  Rhea,  or  Ops,  as  fhe  is  feverally  called;  from 
whom,  according  to  the  Pagan  creed,  the  reft  of  the  gods  are 
ioppofed  to  have  defcended. 
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is  now  erecting.  Upon  enquiry  whether  any  parti- 
cular condition  had  been  annexed  to  the  dedication 
of  this  temple;  I  was  informed  that  their  ceremonies 
of  dedication  differ  from  ours.  You  will  be  pleaf- 
ed  therefore,  Sir,  to  confider  whether  a  temple, 
which  has  not  been  confecrated  according;  to  our 

O 

rites,  may  be  removed  *  confidently  with  the  re- 
verence due  to  religion :  for  if  there  fhould  be  no 
objection  from  that  quarter,  the  removal  in  every 
other  refpect  would  be  extremely  convenient. 


LETTER  LIX.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

YO  U  may  without  fcruple,  my  dear  Pliny,  if 
the  fituation  requires  it,  remove  the  temple 
of  the  motber  of  the  Gods,  from  the  place  where  it 
now  ftands,  to  any  other  more  commodious.     You 
need  be  under  no  difficulty  concerning  the  act  of 
dedication  -,  for  the  ground  of  a  b  foreign  city  is 
not  capable  of  receiving  that  kind  of  confecration 
which  is  fandlified  by  our  laws. 

*  Whatever  was  legally  confecrated,  was  ever  afterwards 
unapplicable  to  profane  ufes. 

b  That  is,  a  city  not  admitted  to  enjoy  the  laws  and  pri- 
fjlegesof  Rome. 


LET- 
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LETTER  LX.    fo  the  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

WE  have  celebrated,  Sir,  (with  thofe  fenti- 
ments  of  gratulation  which  your  virtues  fo 
juftly  merit)  the  day  of  your  acceflion  to  the  em- 
pire, which  was  alfo  its  prefer vation,  imploring  the 
Gods  topreferve  you  in  health  and  profperity;  for 
upon  your  welfare  the  fecurity  and  repofe  of  the 
world  depends.  I  renewed  at  the  fame  time  the 
oath  of  allegiance  at  the  head  of  the  army,  which 
repeated  it  after  me  in  the  ufual  form,  the  people 
of  the  province  zealoufly  concurring  in  the  fame 
oath. 


LETTER  LXI.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 


YOUR  letter,  my  dear  PHny,  was  extremely 
acceptable,  as  it  informed  me  of  the  zeal 
and  affection  with  which  you,  together  with  the 
army  and  the  provincials,  folemnized  the  day  of 
my  acceflion  to  the  empire. 


LET- 
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LETTER  LXII.  fo  the  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

THE  debts  which  were  owing  to  the  public, 
are,  by  the  prudence,  Sir,  of  your  councils, 
and  the  care  of  my  adminiftration,  either  actually 
paid,  or  are  now  recovering :  but  I  am  afraid  the 
money  muft  lie  unemployed.  For,  as  on  one  fide, 
there  are  few  or  no  opportunities  of  purchafing 
land,  fo  on  the  other,  one  cannot  meet  with  any 
perfon  who  is  willing  to  borrow  of  the  a  public 
(efpecially  at  the  intereft  of  1 2  •per  cent.)  when  they 
can  raife  money  upon  the  fame  terms  from  private 
hands.  You  will  therefore  confider,  Sir,  whether 
it  may  not  be  advifeable,  in  order  to  invite  reipon- 
fible  perfons  to  take  this  money,  to  lower  the  in- 
tereft j  or  if  that  fcheme  mould  not  fucceed,  to 
place  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Decurii,  upon  their 
giving  fufficient  fecurity  to  the  public.  And  thof 
they  fhould  not  be  willing  to  receive  it,  yet  as  the 
rate  of  intereft  will  be  abated,  the  hardfhip  will  be 
fo  much  the  lefs. 

*  The  reafon  why  they  d;d  not  chufe  to  borrow  of  the 
public  at  the  fame  rate  of  intereft  which  they  paid  to  pruate 
perform,  was  (as  one  of  the  commentators  obfervts)  pecanfc 
in  the  former  inftance,  they  were  obliged  to  give  fecuriiy; 
whereas  in  the  latter,  they  could  raife  money  upon  their  per- 
fonal  credit. 

LE  T- 
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LETTER  LXIII.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

I  Agree  with  you,  my  dear  Pliny,  that  there 
feems  to  be  no  other  method  of  facilitating  the 
placing  out  of  the  public  money,  than  by  lower- 
ing the  intereft;  the  rate  of  which  you  will  de- 
termine according  to  the  number  of  borrowers. 
But  to  compel  perfons  to  receive  it,  who  are 
not  fo  difpofed,  when  poffibly  they  themfelves 
may  have  no  opportunity  of  employing  it ;  is  by 
no  means  confiftent  with  the  juilice  of  my  govern- 
ment. 


LET  TER  LXIV.     ?o  the  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

I  Return  you  my  warrneft  acknowledgments,  Sir, 
that  among  the  many  important  occupations  in 
which  you  are  engaged,  you  have  condefcended  to 
be  my  guide  in  thofe  points  wherein  I  have  con- 
iulted  you :  a  favour  which  I  muft  now  again  be- 
feech  you  to  grant  me.  A  certain  perfon  prefented 
himfelf  to  me  with  a  complaint,  that  his  adverfa- 
ries,  who  had  been  baniihed  for  three  years  by  the 
illuftrious  Servilius  Calvus,  ftill  remained  in  the 
province:  they,  on  the  contrary,  affirmed  that 
Calvus  had  revoked  their  fentence,  and  produced 

his 
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his  edict  for  that  purpofe  :  I  thought  it  necefiary 
therefore  to  refer  the  affair  intirely  to  you.  For,  as 
I  have  your  exprefs  orders  not  to  reftore  any  perfon 
who  has  been  fentenced  to  banifhment  either  by 
myfelf  or  others ;  fo  I  have  no  directions  with  re- 
ipect  to  thofe,  who  having  been  banifhed  by  fome 
of  my  predeceffors  in  this  government,  have  by 
them  alfo  been  reftored.  It  is  necefiary  for  me, 
therefore,  to  beg  you  would  inform  me,  Sir,  how 
I  am  to  act  with  regard  to  the  above-mentioned 
perfons,  as  alfo  to  others,  who  after  having  been 
condemned  to  perpetual  banifhment,  have  been 
found  in  the  province  without  permiffion  to  return : 
for,  cafes  of  that  nature  have  likewife  fallen  under 
my  cognizance.  A  perfon  was  brought  before 
me  who  had  been  fentenced  to  perpetual  exile  by 
the  Proconful  Julius  Baffus ;  but  as  I  knew  that 
the  acts  of  Baflus,  during  his  adminiftration,  had 
been  refcinded,  and  that  the  fenate  had  granted 
leave  to  all  thofe  who  had  fallen  under  his  con- 
demnation, of  appealing  from  his  decifion  at  any 
time  within  the  fpace  of  two  years;  I  enquired  of 
this  man  whether  he  had  accordingly  ftated  his 
cafe  to  the  Proconful?  He  replied,  he  had  not. 
I  intreat  you  therefore  to  inform  me  whether  you 
v.ould  have  him  fent  back  into  exile;  or  vhether 
you  think  fome  more  fevere,  and  what  kind  of, 
^  punifaroent 
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puniftiment  fhould  be  inflicted  upon  him,  and 
fuch  others  who  may  hereafter  be  found  under  the 
fame  circumftances.  I  have  annexed  to  my  letter 
the  decree  of  Calvus,  together  with  the  edict  by 
which  the  perfons  above  mentioned  were  reftored, 
as  alfo  the  decree  of  BaiTus. 


LETTER  LX V.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

I  WILL  let  you  know  my  determination  con- 
cerning thofe  exiles  which  were  banifhed  for 
three  years  by  the  Proconful  P.  Servilius  Calvus, 
and  foon  afterwards  reftored  to  the  province  by  his 
edict,  when  I  Ihall  have  informed  myfelf  from  him 
of  the  reafons  of  this  proceeding.  With  refpect 
to  that  perfon  who  was  fentenced  to  perpetual  ba- 
nifhment  by  Julius  BafTus,  yet  continued  to  remain 
in  the  province,  without  making  his  appeal,  if  he 
thought  himfelf  aggrieved,  (tho'  he  had  two  years 
given  him  for  that  purpofe)  I  would  have  him 
fent  in  chains  to  my  a  prastorian  Prefers  j  for, 

only 

*  Thefe,  in  the  original  inftitution  as  fettled  by  Auguftus, 
were  only  commanders  of  his  body  guards;  but  in  the  later 
times  of  the  Roman  empire,  they  were  next  in  authority  under 
the  Emperor,  to  whom  they  feem  to  have  a&ed  as  a  fore  of 
prime  minifies. 
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only  to  remand  him  back  to  a  pimiflhment  which 
he  has  contumacioufly  eluded,  will  by  no  means 
be  a  fufficient  chaftiiement. 


'        LETTER    LXVI.    ft  the  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

WH  E  N  I  cited  the  judges,  Sir,  to  attend 
me  at  a  a  feflions  which  I  was  going  to 
hold;  Flavius  Archippus  claimed  the  privilege  of 
being  excufed,  as  exercifing  the  profeffion  of  a 
b  philofopher.  It  was  alledged  by  fome  who  were 
prefent,  that  he  ought  not  only  to  be  excufed 
from  that  office,  but  even  (truck  out  of  the  roll 
of  judges,  and  remanded  back  to  the  puniilimenc 
from  which  he  had  efcaped  by  breaking  his  chains. 
At  the  fame  time  a  fentence  of  the  Proconful 
Velius  Paullus  was  read,  by  which  it  appeared 
that  Archippus  had  been  condemned  to  the  mines 
lor  forgery.  He  had  nothing  to  produce  in  proof 
of  this  fentence  having  ever  been  reverfed.  He 
alledged,  neverthelefs,  in  favour  of  his  reftitu- 

'tion, 

*  The  provinces  were  divided  into  a  kind  of  circuits  called 
Conveatus,  whither  the  Proconfuls  ufed  to  go  in  order  to  ad- 
minilter  juflice.  Tne  judge.?  here  mentioned  mud  not  be 
underftood  to  mean  the  lame  fort  of  judicial  officers  as  with 
us;  they  were  rather  in  the  nature  of  oar  juries. 

b  By  the  imperial  conciliations  the  philofophers  were  ex- 
empted from  all  public  functions. 
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a  petition  which  he  prefented  to  Domitian,  toge- 
ther with  a  letter  from  that  Prince  and  a  decree 
of  the  Prufenfians  in  his  honour.  To  thefe  he 
annexed  a  letter  which  he  had  received  from 
you  j  as  alfo  an  edict  and  a  letter  of  your  auguft 
father  confirming  the  grants  which  had  been  made 
to  him  by  Domitian.  For  thele  reafons,  notwith- 
ftanding  crimes  of  fb  atrocious  a  nature  were  laid 
to  his  charge,  I  did  not  think  proper  to  determine 
any  thing  concerning  him,  without  firft  confulting 
you  j  as  it  is  an  affair,  which  feems  to  merit  your 
particular  decifion.  1  have  tranfmitted  to  you,  with 
this  letter,  the  feveral  allegations  on  both  fides. 


DOMITIAN'J  LETTER  to  TERENTIUS 
MAXIMUS. 


Archippus  the  philofopher  has  pre- 
vailed  with  me  to  give  an  order  for  600,000 
"  a  fefterces  to  be  laid  out  in  the  pnrchafe  of  an 
"  eftate  for  the  fupport  of  him  and  his  family,  in  the 
"  neighbourhood  of b  Prufias,  his  native  country. 
VOL.  II.  T  "  Let 

*  About  4800 1.  of  our  money. 

*  Geographers  are  not  agreed  \vhere  to  place  this  city ; 
Cellarius  conjectures  it  may  poflibly  be  the  fame  with  ?ru/a 
ad  Qlympum,   Prufa  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Olympus  in  Myfia, 
mentioned  in  Let.  85.  of  this  book. 


174  THE   LETTERS       Book  X, 

r  Let  this  be  done  accordingly  j  and  place  that 
f  fum  to  the  article  of  my  benefactions." 

From  tie  Jame,   to  L.  APPIUS  MAXIMUS. 

"  T  Recommend,  my  dear  Maximus,  to  your 
A  protection,  that  worthy  philofopher  Archip- 
"  pus,  whofe  moral  conduct  is  agreeable  to  the 
<f  principles  of  the  philufophy  he  profefTes:  and  I 
cc  would  have  you  pay  great  regard  to  whatever  he 
<c  lhall  reafonably  requeft." 

'The  EDICT   cf  the  Emperor   NERVA. 

"  /TpHFRE  are  fome  points,  a  Quirites, 
JL  concerning  which  the  happy  tenour  of  my 
"  government  is,  I  am  perfuaded,  a  fufficient  in- 
"  dication  of  my  fentiments  j  and  a  good  prince 
"  need  not  give  exprefs  declarations  in  matters 
"  wherein  his  intentions  cannot  but  be  univerfally 
'*  underftcod.  Every  citizen  in  the  empire  will 
"  bear  me  witnefs,  that  I  gave  up  my  private 
"  repofe  to  the  fecurity  of  the  public,  and  in 
**  order  that  I  might  have  the  pleafure  of  dif- 
*e  penfing  new  bounties  of  my  own,  as  ailb  of 
"  confirming  thofe  which  had  been  granted  by  my 

"  predecefibrs. 

*  A  general  appellation  given  to  the  Roman  people. 
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cc  predecefibrs.  But  left  the  memory  of  him b  who 
"  conferred  thefe  grants,  Or  the  diffidence  of  thofe 
"  who  received  them,  Ihouid  occafion  any  inter- 
cc  niption  to  the  public  joy  j  I  thought  it  no  lefs 
*c  neceflary  than  it  is  agreeable  to  me  to  obviate 
"  thefe  fufpicions,  by  alluring  the  perfons  con- 
<e  cerned  of  my  indulgence.    Let  it  not  be  thought 
*f  rhat  I  mail  relcirid  either  the  public  or  private 
Cf  acts  of  any  former  Prince,  in  order  to  merit  the 
"  credit   of  reftoring  them;  nor  need  any  who 
"  have  received  the  gratifications  of  imperial  fa- 
"  vour,  petition    me    to  have   them    confirmed. 
"  Rather  let  them  leave  me  at  leifure  for  confer- 
"  ring  new  grants  ;  under  the  aflurance,  that  I  am 
ce  only  to   be  folicited  for  thofe  bounties  which 
"  have  not  already  been  obtained,  and  which  the 
"  happier  fortune  of  the  empire  has  put  it  in  my 
"  power  to  beftow." 

From  the  fame,  ft^TuLLius  JUSTUS. 


<c  TTAVING  publicly  declared  myrefolution 
:  n  to  confirm  the  edic"&  of  my  predeceflbrs, 
"  and  even  thofe  alfo  which  may  have  been  pre- 
"  vented  by  their  deaths  from  being  carried  into 
"  effect ;  the  directions  contained  in  Domkian's 
<f  refcript  muft  be  obferved." 

b  Domitian. 

T  2  LET- 
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LETTER   LXVn.     fo  the  Emperof 
TRAJAN. 


FLavius  Archippus  has  conjured  me,  by  all 
my  vows  for  ~your  profperity,  and  by  your 
immortal  glory,  that  I  would  tranfmit  to  you  the 
memorial  which  he  prefented  to  me.  I  could  not 
refufe  a  requeft  preffed  upon  me  in  fucb  terms ; 
however,  I  acquainted  the  profecutrix  with  this 
my  intention,  from  whom  I  have  alfo  received  a 
memorial  on  her  part.  I  have  annexed  them  both 
to  this  letter;  that  by  hearing,  as  it  were,  each 
party,  you  may  the  better  be  enabled  to  decide. 


LETTER  LXVIII.    TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 


IT  is  poflible  that  Domitian  might  be  ignorant 
of  the  circumftances  in  which  Archippus  was, 
when  he  wrote  the  letter  fo  much  to  that  philo- 
fopher's  credit.     However,  it  is  more  agreeable 
to  my  difpofition  to  fuppofe  that  prince  defigned 
f  he 
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he  fhould  be  reftored  to  his  former  fituation ;  efpe- 
cially  fince  he  fo  often  had  the  honour  of  a  ftatue 
decreed  to  him  by  thofe,  who  could  not  be  a  igno- 
rant of  the  fentence  pronounced  againft  him  by 
the  Proconful  Paullus.  But  I  do  not  mean  to 
intimate,  my  dear  Pliny,  that  if  any  new  charge 
(hould  be  brought,  you  fhould  be  the  lefs  difpofed 
to  hear  his  accufers.  I  have  examined  the  memorial 
of  his  profecutrix,  Furia  Prima,  as  alfo  that  of  Ar- 
chippus  himfelf,  which  you  fent  with  your  letter. 

*  In  the  text  of  all  the  editions  it  is  qui  Ignorabant,  but 
the  reaibning  feems  to  require  the  negative  particle ;  though 
the  commentators  have  pafled  over  ihe  paifage  without  ob- 
jedion. 


LET- 
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LETTER  LXIX.     To  tbe Emperor  TRAJAN. 

r~  I^HE  apprehenftons  you  exprefs,  Sir a,  that  the 
JL     lak,e  will  be  in  danger  of  being  entirely  drain- 
ed, if  a  communication  mould  be  opened  between 
that  and  the  fea,  by  means  of  the  river,  are  agiee- 
able    to    that  fagacity  you  fo  eminently  pofiefs; 
but  I  think  I  have  found  a  method  to  obviate 
that  inconvenience,     A  channel  may  be  cut  from 
the  lake  to  the  river,  and  a  narrow  flip  of  land 
left  between  them.     By  thefe  means  the  water 
in  the  lake  will  not  only  be  preferved  and  kept 
didinc!  from  the  river,  but  the  fame  purpofes  will 
be  anfwer'd  as  if  they  were  united:  for,  it  will 
be  very  eafy  to  convey  over  that  little  intervening 
ridgej  whatever  goods  fhall  be  brought  down  by 
the  canal.     This  is  a  fcheme  which  may  be   pur- 
fued,  if  it  mould  be  found  necefiary ;  but  I  hope 
there  will  be  no  occafion  to  have  recourfe  to  it.  For, 
in  the  firft place,  the  lake  itfelf  is  confiderably  deep; 
and  in  the  next,   by  damming  up  a  river  which 
runs  from  it  on  the  oppofite  fide,  and  turning  its 
courfe  as  we  mall  find  expedient,  the  fame  quantity 
of  water  may  ftill  be  retained.     Befides,  there  are 

feveraj 
a  See  letters  50  and  51  of  this  Book- 
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feveral  little  brocks  near  the  place  where  it  is  pro- 
pofed  the  channel  fhall  be  cut,  which  if  fkilfully 
collected,  will  fupply  the  lake  with  water  in  pro- 
portion to  what  it  mall  difcharge.  But  if  you 
ihould  rather  approve  of  the  channel's  being  ex- 
tended farther,  and  cut  narrower,  and  fo  conveyed 
directly  into  the  fea,  without  running  into  the  river; 
the  reflux  of  the  tide  will  return  whatever  it  re- 
ceives from  the  lake.  After  all,  if  the  nature  of 
the  place  fhould  not  admit  of  any  of  thefe  fchemes, 
the  courfe  of  the  water  may  be  checked  by  fluices. 
Thefe,  however,  and  many  other  particulars,  will 
be  more  fldifully  examined  into  by  the  engineer, 
whom,  agreeably  to  your  promife,  I  hope  you  will 
fend;  for  indeed,  Sir,  it  is  an  enterprize  well 
worthy  of  your  attention  and  magnificence.  In  the 
mean  while  I  have  written  to  the  illuftrious  Cal- 
purnius  Macer,  in  purfuance  of  your  orders,  to  fend 
me  a  fkiltul  engineer  proper  for  this  occafion. 


LETTER  LXX.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

IT  is  evident,  my  dear  Pliny,  that  neither  your 
prudence   nor  your  care  have  been  wanting  in 
this  affair  of  the  lake ;  fmce,  in  order  to  render 
it  of  more  general  benefit,  you  have  provided  fo 
T  4  m«ny 
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many  expedients  againft  the  hazard  of  its  being 
drained.  I  leave  it  to  your  own  choice  to  purfue 
which-ever  of  the  fchemes  fhall  be  thought  moft 
proper.  Calphu-  nius  Macer  will  furnifti  you,  nq 
doubt,  with  an  engineer,  as  artifts  of  that  kind  are 
pot  wanting  in  his  province. 


LETTER   LXXI.    Vo  the  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

A  Very    confiderable   queftion,  Sir,  in  which 
this  whole  province  is  interefted,  has  been 
lately  ftarted,  concerning  the  d  flate  and  mainte- 
nance of  deferted  children.     I  have  examined  the 
conftitutions  of  former  Princes  upon  this  head,  but 
not  finding  any  thing  in  them  relating  either  in 
general  or  particular,  to  the  Bifftynians,  I  thought 
it  neceffary  to  apply  to  you  for  your  directions  : 
for,  in  a  point  which  feems  to  require  the  fpecial 
interpofition  of  your  authority,  I  could  not  content 
myfelf  with  following  precedents.     An  edict  of  the 
Emperor  Auguftus  (as  pretended)  was  read  to  me 
concerning  one  Anniaj  as  alfo  a  letter  from  Vef- 
pafian  to  the  Lacedemonians,  and  another  from 
Titus   to  the  fame,  vdih  one  likewife  from  him  to 
the   Achaeans.      At  the  fame  time  fome  letters 

from 

»  That  is,  whether  they  (hould  be  confidered  in  a  Aate  of 
freedom  or  flavery. 


BookX.          OF    PLINY. 

from  Domitian  were  exhibited  to  me,  directed  to 
the  Proconful  AviJius  Nigrinus,  and  Armenius 
Brccchus,  together  with  one  from  that  Prince  to 
the  Lacedjemoni tns :  but  (have  not  tranfmitted 
them  to  you,  as  wc.i  becaufc  they  were  not  correct 
(and  fome  ot  them  too  :f  fufpicious  authority)  as 
becaufe  i  imagine,  the  true  copies  are  preferred 
in  your  archives. 

LETTER  LXXII.    TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

TH  E  queftion  concerning  fuch  children  who 
were   exp  fed  by  their  parents,  and  after- 
wards preferved  by  others,  and  educated  in  a  ftate 
of  fervitude,  tho'  born   free,  has  been  frequently 
difcuffed  ;  but  1  do  not  find  in  the  conltitutions  of 
the  Princes  my  predeceflbrs,  any  general  regula- 
tion upon  this  head,  extending  to  all  the  provinces. 
There  are,  indeed,  lome  refcripts  of  Domitian  to 
Avidius  Nigrinus  and  Armenius  Brocchus,  which 
ought  to  be  obferved  j  but  Bithynia  is  not  com- 
prehended in  the  provinces  therein  mentioned.     I 
am  of  opinion  therefore,  that  the  claims  of  thofe 
who  aflert  their  right  of  freedom  upon  this  prin- 
ciple, mould  be  allowed  without  compelling  them 
to  purchafe  their  liberty  by  re-paying  the  money 
advanced  for  their  maintenance. 

LET- 
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LETTER  LXXIII.  To  the  Emperor  TRAJ AN. 

. 

HAving  been  petitioned  by  certain  perfons  to 
grant  them  the  liberty  (agreeably  to  the 
prafHce  of  former  Proconfuls)  to  remove  the 
relics  of  their  deceafed  relations,  fuggefting  that 
either  their  monuments  were  decayed  by  age,  or 
ruined  by  the  inundations  of  the  river,  or  for 
other  reafons  of  the  fame  kind  j  I  thought  proper, 
Sir,  knowing  that  in  cafes  of  this  nature  it  is  ufual 

O 

at  Rome  to  apply  to  the  college  of  Priefts,  to 
confuk  you,  who  are  the  fovereign  of  that  facred 
order,  how  you  would  have  me  act  in  this  matter. 

• 

LETTER  LXX1V.    TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

IT  will  be  a  hardfhip  upon  the  provincials  to 
oblige  them  to  addrefs  themfelves  to  the  col- 
lege of  Priefts,  whenever  they  may  havejuft  rea- 
fons for  removing  the  afhes  of  their  anceftors.     In 

o 

this  cafe  therefore,  it  will  be  better  you  fhould 
follow  the  example  of  the  governours  your  prede- 
ceflbrs,  and  grant  or  deny  them  this  liberty  as  you 
{hall  fee  reafonable. 

LET- 
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LETTER    LXXV.    To  the  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

T  Have  enquired,   Sir,  at   Prufa,   for  a  proper 
-*•     place  on  which  to  erect  the  bath  you  were 
pleafed  to  permit  that  city  to  build ;  and  I  have 
found  one  to  my  fatisfaction.     It  is  upon  the  fite 
where  formerly,  T  am  told,  flood  a  very  beautiful 
fabric,  but  which  is  now  entirely  fallen  into  ruins. 
By  fixing  upon  that  fpot,  we  mail  gain  the  advan- 
tage of  ornamenting  the  city  in  a  part  which  at 
prelent  is  exceedingly  deformed,    and   enlarging 
it  at  the  fame  time  without  removing  any  of  the 
prcfent  edifices ;  only  rebuilding  one  which  is  fallen 
to  decay.    There  are  fome  circumftances  attending 
this  laft  ftructure,  of  which  it  is  proper  1  mould  in- 
form you.  Claudius  Polyasnus  bequeathed  it  to  the 
emperor  Claudius  Casfar,  with  directions  that  a 
temple   mould  be  erected  to  that  Prince  in  the 
midft  of  a  piazza  j  and  that  the  remainder  of  the 
edifice  mould  be  let  out  in  apartments.     The  city 
received  the  rents  for  a  confiderable  time  ;  but  the 
piazza,  together  with  the  whole  dome,  partly  by 
having  been  plundered,  and  partly  by  being  neg- 
lected, is  entirely  gone  to  ruin,  and  there  is  now 
fcarce  any  thing  remaining  but  the  ground  upon 
which  it  flood.     If  you  mould  think  proper,  Sir, 
either  to  give  or  fell  this  fpot  of  ground  to  the  city, 

as 


as  it  lyes  fo  conveniently  for  their  purpofe,  they 
will  receive  the  favour  as  the  higheft  mark  of  your 
indulgence.  I  intend,  with  your  permiffion,  to 
place  the  bath  in  the  vacant  area,  and  to  extend 
a  range  of  porticos  with  feats,  in  that  part  where 
the  former  edifice  flood.  This  new  erection  I  de- 
fign  to  dedicate  to  you,  by  whofe  bounty  it  will  rile 
with  all  the  elegance  and  magnificence  worthy  of 
your  glorious  name.  I  have  fent  you  a  copy  of 
the  will,  by  which,  tho'  it  is  incorrect,  you  will  fee, 
that  Polyasnus  left  feveral  ornamental  articles  for 
the  embellifhment  of  this  houfe;  but  thefe  alfoare 
loft  with  all  the  reft :  I  will  however  make  the  ftrict- 
cft  enquiry  after  them  that  I  am  able. 

LETTER  LXXVI.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

T  Have  no  objection  to  the  Prufenfes  making  ufe 
-*•  of  the  area  together  wih  the  untenanted  houfc, 
which  you  fay  is  fallen  into  ruins,  for  the  fitua- 
tion  of  their  bath.  But  is  not  fufficiently  clear 
by  your  letter,  whether  the  temple  in  the  center 
of  the  piazza  was  actually  dedicated  to  Claudius 
or  not  i  for  if  it  w  ere,  it  is  fall  confecrated 
ground  *. 

*  And  confequemly  by  the  Romao  laws  unapplicable  to 
any  other  parpofe. 

LET- 
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LETTER    LXXVII.     ft  tie 
Emperor  TRAJAN. 

T  Have  been  prefled  by  fome  perfons  to  take 
•*•  upon  myfelf  the  cognizance  of  caufes  relat- 
ing to  claims  of  freedom  by  birth- right,  agree- 
ably to  a  refcript  of  Domitian's  to  Minucius  Ru- 
fus,  and  to  the  practice  of  former  Proconfuls.  But 
upon  cafting  my  eye  on  the  decree  of  the  fenate 
concerning  cafes  of  this  nature,  I  find  it  only  men- 
tions a  the  Proconfular  provinces.  I  have  there- 
fore, Sir,  deferred  interfering  in  this  affair,  till 
I  mall  receive  your  commands  how  you  would 
have  me  a6t. 


a  The  Roman  provinces  in  the  times  of  the  Emperors, 
were  of  two  forts,  and  diftinguiftied  by  the  name  of  the 
Provincits  Cafaris,  and  the  Provincite  Senatus.  The  Pro--vinci* 
Cafaris,  or  Imperial  provinces,  were  fuch  as  the  Emperor, 
for  reafons  of  policy,  referved  to  his  own  immediate  admini- 
ftration,  or  of  thofe  whom  he  thought  proper  to  appoint : 
The  Provincits  Senatus,  or  Proconfular  provinces,  were  iuch 
as  he  left  to  the  government  of  Proconfuls,  or  Prseiors,  chcfen 
in  the  ordinary  method  of  election.  {Fid.  Suet,  in  Aug.  c.  44. 
n.  I.]  Of  the  former  kind  was  Bithynia,  at  th.-  time  when 
our  author  presided  in  that  province.  Fid.  Mafin.  wt>  Plin. 
p.  133. 


LET- 
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LETTER  LXXVJ1I.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

i 

T  F  you  will  fend  me  the  decree  of  the  ienate, 
•*•  which  occafioned  your  doubt,  I  fhall  be  able  to* 
judge,  whether  it  is  proper  you  ftiould  take  cogni- 
zance of  caufes  relating  to  claims  of  freedom  by 
birth- right. 


LETTER  LXXIX.  fotbiEmperor  TRAJAN. 

JUlius  Largus,  of  the  province  of  *  Pontica, 
(a  perfon  whom  I  never  faw,  nor  indeed  ever 
heard  his  n  me  till  lately)  in  confidence,  Sir,  of 
your  diftinguifhing  judgment  in  my  favour,  has 
intrufted  rne  with  the  execution  of  the  laft  inftance 
of  his  loyalty  towards  you.  He  has  left  me  by  his 
will,  his  eftate  upon  truft,  in  the  firft  place  to  re- 
ceive out  of  it  50,000  feflerces b  for  my  own  ufe, 
and  to  apply  the  remainder  for  the  benefit  of  the 
cities  of £  Heraclea  and  Tios,  either  by  erecting 
fome  public  edifice  dedicated  to  your  honour,  or 
inflituting  Athletic  games,  as  I  lhall  judge  proper, 

Thefe 

a  A  province  in  Afia,  bordering  upon  the  black  fea,  and  by 
fome  ancient  geographers  confidered  as  cue  province  with 
B'.tnynia. 

b    About  4.00!.   fterling. 

«  Cities  of  Pciuus  near  the  Euxir.e  or  black  fea. 
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Thefe  games  are  to  be  celebrated  every  five  years, 
and  to  be  called  Trajan's  games.  My  principal 
reafon  for  acquainting  you  with  this  bequeft  is, 
that  I  may  receive  your  directions  which  of  the 
relpective  alternatives  to  choofe. 

LETTER  LXXX.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

BY  the  prudent  choice  Julius  Largus  has 
made  of  a  truftee,  one  would  imagine  he  had 
known  you  perfectly  well.  You  will  confider  then 
which  of  the  alternatives  will  mod  tend  to  perpetu- 
ate the  teftator's  memory,  under  the  circumftances 
of  the  refpective  cities  -,  and  make  your  option 
accordingly. 

LETTER  LXXXI.    To  the  Emperor  TRAJAN. 


acted  agreeably,  Sir,  to  your  ufual  con- 
fummate  prudence,  when  you  ordered  the 
illuftrious  Calpurnius  Macer  to  fend  a  legionary 
centurion  to  Byzantium  a  :  You  will  confider  whe- 
ther the  city  of  Juliopolis  does  not  alfo  deferve  the 
fame  attention  j  which,  tho'  it  is  extremely  fmall, 
fuftains  very  great  burthens,  and  is  fo  much  the 
more  expofed  to  opprefiions,  as  it  is  lefs  capable 
of  refitting  them.  Whatever  benefits  you  fhall 

confer 

a  Conftantinople. 
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confer  upon  that  City,  will  in  effe<5b  be  advantageous 
to  the  whole  country  j  for,  it  is  fituated  at  the  en- 
trance of  Bithynia,  and  is  the  town  thro'  which  all 
who  travel  into  this  province  generally  pafs. 


LETTER  LXXXII.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY, 

THE  circumftances  of  the  city  of  Byzantiurrt 
are  fuch,  by  the  great  confluence  of  ftrangers 
to  it,  that  I  thought  it  incumbent  upon  me  to  ho- 
nour it  with  a  legionary  centurion*  guard,  which 
was  always  granted  to  them  in  former  reigns.  But 
if  we  fhould  diftinguifh  the  city  of  Juliopolis  in  the 
lame  manner,  it  will  be  introducing  a  precedent 
for  many  other  towns,  whofe  claim  to  that  favour  will 
rife  in  proportion  to  their  want  of  ftrength.  I  have 
fo  much  confidence,  however, in  your adminiftration* 
as  to  believe  you  will  omit  no  method  of  proteft- 
ing  them  from  injuries.  If  any  perfon  fhall  act 
contrary  to  the  diicipline  I  have  enjoined,  let  them 
be  inftantly  corrected  j  or  if  they  happen  to  be  fol- 
diers  and  their  crimes  fhould  be  too  enormous  for 
immediate  chaftifementi  I  would  have  them  fentto 
their  officers,  widi  a/i  account  of  the  particular 
mifdemeanour  you  fhall  find  they  have  committed: 
but  if  the  delinquents  fhould  be  on  their  way  to 
Rome,  inforns  meby  letter. 

LET- 
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LETTER    LXXXIII.    ft  tb* 
Emperor  TRAJAN. 

BY  a  law  of  *  Pompey's  concerning  the  Bithy- 
nians,  ic  is  enacted,  Sir,  that  no  perfon  fhall 
be  a  magiftrate,  or  be  chofen  into  the  fenate  under 
the  age  of  thirty.  By  the  fame  law  it  is  declared, 
that  thofe  who  have  exercifed  the  office  of  magif- 
trate, are  qualified  to  be  members  of  the  fenate. 
Subfequent  to  this  law,  the  Emperor  Auguftus 
publifhed  an  edict,  by  which  it  was  ordained,  that 
perfons  of  the  age  of  twenty- two  fliould  be  capa- 
ble of  being  magistrates.  The  queftion  therefore 
is,  whether  thofe  who  have  exercifed  the  functions 
of  a  magiftrate  before  the  age  of  thirty,  may  be  le- 
gally chofen  into  the  fenate  by  the  b  Cenfors  ?  And 
if  fo,  whether,  by  the  fame  kind  of  conftruction, 
they  may  be  elected  fenators,  at  the  age  which  en- 

a  Pompey  the  Great  having  fubdued  Mithridates,  and  by 
that  means  greatly  enlarged  the  Roman  empire,  pafled  feveral 
laws  relating  to  the  newly -conquered  provinces,  and,  among 
others,  that  which  is  here  mentioned ;  as  Catanseus  obferves 
from  Appian. 

b  The  right  of  elecVmg  fenators  did  not  originally  belong 
to  the  Cenfors,  who  were  only,  as  Tully  foouwhere  csJis 
them,  Guardians  of  the  difcipline  and  manners  of  the  city  ;  bdtc 
in  procefs  <  f  time,  they  engrofled  the  whole  privilege  of  con- 
ferring that  honour. 

VOL.  II,  U  titles 
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titles  them  to  be  magiftrates,  tho*  they  fhould  not 
afhially  have  borne  any  office  ?  For,  this  cuftom, 
it  feems,  has  hitherto  been  obferved,  and  is  faid  to 
be  expedient;  as  it  is  rather  more  advantageous  that 
perfons  of  noble  birth  fhould  be  admitted  into  the 
fenate,  than  thofe  of  Plebeian  rank.  The  Cenfors 
cleft  having  defired  my  fentiments  upon  this  point, 
I  was  of  opinion,  that  both  by  the  law  of  Pompey 
and  the  edict  of  Auguftus,  they  who  had  exercifed 
the  magiftracy  before  the  age  of  thirty,  might  be 
chofen  into  the  fenate :  and  for  this  reafon ;  be- 
caufe  the  edict  allows  the  office  of  magiflrate  to 
be  undertaken  before  thirty,  and  the  law  declares, 
that  whoever  has  been  a  magiftrate,  fhould  be 
eligible  into  the  fenate.  But  with  refpect  to  thole 
who  never  difcharged  any  office  in  the  flate,  tho' 
they  were  of  the  age  required  for  that  purpofe,  I 
had  fome  doubt ;  and  therefore,  Sir,  I  apply  to 
you  fpr  your  directions.  I  have  fubjoined  to  this 
letter  the  hqads  of  the  law,  together  with  the  edict 
of  Auguftus. 


LET- 
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LETTER  LXXXIV.    TRAJAN/* PUNY. 

1  Agree  with  you,  my  dear  Pliny,  in  your  con- 
ftructionj  and  am  of  opinion  that  the  law  of 
Pompey  is  fo  far  repealed  by  the  edi<5t  of  the  em- 
peror vAuguftus,  that  thofe  perfons  who  are  not  un- 
der twenty-two  years  of  age  may  execute  the 
office  of  magiftrates,  and  be  received  into  the 
fenate  of  their  refpective  cities.  But  I  think 
that  they  who  are  under  thirty  years  of  age,  and 
have  not  difcharged  the  function  of  a  magiftrate, 
cannot,  upon  pretence  that  in  point  of  years  they 
were  competent  to  the  office,  legally  be  elected  in- 
to the  fenate  of  their  feveral  communities. 


LETTER    LXXXV.    <To  the 

Emperor  TRAJAN. 

WHILST  I  was  difpatching  at  my  apart- 
ments in  Prufa a,  fome  affairs,  Sir,  relating 
to  the  public,  with  an  intention  of  leaving  that  city 
the  fame  day;  Afclepiades,  a  magiftrate,  informed 
me,  that  Eumolpus  had  appealed  to  me  from  a 
motion  which  Cocceianus  Dion  made  in  thtir  fe- 
ll 2  nate, 

*  At  the  foot  of  Mount  Olymous, 
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nate.  Dion,  it  fbems,  having  been  appointed  fu- 
pervifor  of  a  public  edifice,  defired  that  it  might 
be  afllgned b  to  the  city  in  form.  Eumolpus,  who 
attended  as  counfel  for  Flavins  Archippus,  infilled 
that  Dion  fliould  firft  be  required  to  deliver  in  his 
accounts  relating  to  this  work,  before  it  fliould  be 
aligned  to  the  corporation  j  fuggefting  that  he  had 
not  performed  his  office  in  a  requifite  manner.  He 
added  at  the  fame  time,  that  in  this  building,  in 
which  your  ftatue  is  erected,  the  bodies  of  Dion's 
wife  and  fon  are  entombed  cj  and  urged  me  to  hear 
this  caufe  in  the  public  court  of  judicature.  Upon 
my  afienting  to  his  requeft,  and  deferring  my 
journey  for  that  purpofej  he  defired  a  longer  day 
in  order  to  prepare  matters  for  the  hearing,  and 
that  I  would  try  this  caufe  in  fome  other  city.  I 
appointed  the  city  of  Nicea:  and  accordingly  hav- 
ing taken  my  feat  on  the  tribunal,  Eumolpus, 

pretending 


fc  This,  probably,  was  fome  aft  whereby  the  city  was  to 
ratify  and  confirm  the  proceedings  of  Dion  under  die  com- 
miffion  affigned  to  him. 

c  It  was  a  notion  which  generally  prevailed  with  the  an- 
cient*, in  the  Jewifti  as  well  as  Heathen  world,  that  there  was 
a  pollution  in  the  contadl  of  dead  bodies,  and  this  they  ex- 
tended to  the  very  houfe  in  which  the  corpfe  lay,  and  even  to 
the  uncovered  vefiels  that  flood  in  the  fame  room.  \Vid.  Pot. 
dntiq.  v.  2.  188.]  From  fome  fuch  opinion  as  this  it  is  pro- 
bable, that  the  circumftance  here  mentioned  of  placing  Tra- 
jan's ftatue  where  thefe  bodies  were  depofited,  was  eiteemed 
as  a  mark  of  diirepcdt  to  his  perfon. 
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pretending    not   to    be  yet  fufficiently  prepared, 
moved  that  che  trial  might  be  again  put  off:  Dion, 
on  the  contrary,  infifted  it  mould  be  now  heard. 
They  debated  this  point  very  fully  on  both  fides, 
and  entered  a  little  into  the  merits  of  the  caufej 
•when  being  of  opinion,  that  ft  was  reafonable  it 
mould  be  adjourned,  and  thinking  it  proper  to  ad- 
vile  with  you  in  an  affair  which  was  of  confluence 
in  point  of  example,  I  directed  them  to  exhibit  the 
articles  of  their  refpeftive  allegations,  in  writing: 
for,  I  was  defirous  you   mould  judge  from  their 
own    exprefs    reprefentations,  of  the  ftate  of  the 
queftion  between  them.    Dion  promifed  to  comply 
with  this  direction ;  as  Eumolpus  alfo  afiured  me  he 
would  draw  up  a  memorial  of  what  he  had  to  alledge 
on  the  part  of  the  community.     But  he  added,  that 
being   only  concerned  as  advocate  on  behalf  of 
Archippus,  whofe  inftruclions  he  had  already  laid 
before  me,   he  had  nothing  to  charge  with  refpeft 
to  the  fepulchres.     Archippus  however,  for  whom 
Eumolpus  was  counfel  here,  as  at  Prufa,  aflbred 
me    he  would  himfelf  prefent  a  charge  in  form 
with  refped  to  this  laft  article.     But  neither  Eu- 
molpus nor  Archippus  (tho'  I  have  waited  feveral 
days  for  that  purpofe)  have  yet  performed  their 
engagement:  Dion  indeed  has;  and  I  have  an- 
nexed  his  memorial  to  this  letter.     I  have  in- 

U  3  fpefted 
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fpefbed  the  buildings  in  queftion,  where  I  find 
your  ftatue  is  placed  in  a  library;  and  as  to  the 
edifice  in  which  the  bodies  of  Dion's  wife  and  fon 
are  faid  to  be  depofitedj  it  ftands  in  the  middle  of 
an  area  furrounded  with  a  colonade.  Deign,  there- 
fore, I  intreat  you,  Sir,  to  direct  my  judgment  in 
the  determination  of  this  caufe  above  all  others,  as 
it  is  a  point  to  which  the  public  is  greatly  atten- 
tive. And,  indeed,  it  highly  deferves  a  very  ma- 
ture deliberation,  fince  the  fad  is  not  only  acknow- 
ledged, but  countenanced  by  many  precedents. 

L  E  T  T  E-R  LXXXVI.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

*V7"  O  U  well  know,  my  dear  Pliny,  that  it  is 
•*•  my  fixed  maxim  not  to  render  myfelf  an 
object  of  terror,  either  by  fevere  and  rigorous  mea- 
fures  of  government,  or  by  encouraging  accufa- 
tions  of  treafon  againft  the  refpect  due  to  my  per- 
fon:  you  had  no  reafon,  therefore,  to  hefitate  a 
moment  upon  the  point,  concerning  which  you 
thought  proper  to  confult  me.  Without  entering 
into  the  merits  of  the  queftion,  (to  which  I  would 
by  no  means  give  any  attention,  tho'  there  were 
ever  fb  many  inilances  of  the  fame  kind)  I  recom- 
mend to  your  care  the  examining  of  Dion's  ac- 
counts relating  to  the  public  works  which  he  has 

finilhed  $ 
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finifhedj  as  it  is  a  cafe  in  which  the  intereft  of  the 
city  is  concerned,  and  as  Dion  neither  ought,  nor, 
it  feems,  does  refufe,  to  fubmit  to  the  examina- 
tion. 


LETTER  LXXXVII.    <To  the  Emperor 
TRAJAN. 

THE  Niceans  having,  in  the  name  of  their  com- 
munity, conjured  me,  Sir,  by  all  my  hopes 
and  wimes  for  your  profperity  and  immortal  glory 
(an  adjuration  which  is  and  ought  to  be  moft  facred 
to  me)  to  prefent  to  you  their  petition  j  I  did  not, 
think  myfelf  at  liberty  to  refufe  them  :  I  have  there- 
fore annexed  it  to  this  letter. 

LETTER  LXXXVIII.    TRAJAN*?  PLINY. 


Niceans,  I  find,  claim  a  right,  by  an 
JL     edict   of  Auguftus,  to  the  eftate  of  every 

citizen  who  dies  inteftate.      You  will  therefore 

/ 

fummon  the  feveral  parties  interefted  in  this  quef- 
tion,  and  with  the  afiiflance  of  Epimachus  and 
Gemellinus,  my  Procurators  (having  duiy  weigh- 
ed every  argument  that  mail  be  alledged  againft 
the  claim)  determine  as  mall  appear  moft  equit- 
able. 

U4  LET- 
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LETTER  LXXXIX.     To  the  Emperor 
TRAJAN. 

MAY  this  and  many  fucceeding  birtr  ^lavs 
be  attended,  Sir,  with  the  higheft  felicity 
to  youj  and  may  you,  in  the  midlt  of  an  uninter- 
rupted courfe  of  health  and  proipcrity,  beftia  add- 
ing to  the  increafe  of  that  immortal  glory,  which 
your  virtues  juftly  menc ! 


LETTER  XC.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

YOUR  willies,    my  dear  Pliny,  for  my  en- 
joyment of  many  happy  birth-days  amidft 
the  glory  and  profperity  of  the  republic,  were  ex- 
tremely agreeable  to  me, 

LETTER  XCI.     To  the  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

THE   city   of  *  Sinope  is  ill  fupplied,  Sir, 
with  water,  which  however  may  be  brought 
thither  from  about  fix  teen  miles  diftance,  in  great 
plenty  and  perfection.     The  ground  indeed,  near 
the  fource  of  this  fpring,  is,  for  fomewhat  more 

than 

*  In  the  province  of  Pontica. 
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than  a  mile,  of  a  very  fufpicious  and  loofe  nature; 
but  I  have  directed  an  examination  to  be  made 
(which  will  be  effected  at  a  fmall  expence)  whether 
ic  is  fufRciently  firm  to  fupport  any  fuperftructure. 
I  have  taken  care  to  provide  a  fuitable  fund  for 
this  purpofe,  if  you  fkould  approve,  Sir,  of  a  work 
fo  conducive  to  the  health  and  pleafure  of  this  co- 
lony greatly  diftrefled  by  a  fcarcity  of  water. 


LETTER  XCII.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

I  Would  have  you  proceed,  my  dear  Pliny,  in 
carefully  examining,  whether  the  ground  you 
fufpect,  is  firm  enough  to  fupport  an  aqueduct. 
For,  I  have  no  manner  of  doubt  that  it  is  proper 
the  city  of  Sinope  fhould  be  fupplied  with  water  j 
provided  their  finances  will  bear  the  expence  of  a 
work  fo  conducive  to  their  health  and  pleafure. 


LETTERXCIII.    To  the  Emperor  TRAJAN. 


fT^HE  free  and  confederate  city  of  a  Amifus 

X     enjoys,  by  your  indulgence,  the  privilege  of 

being  governed  by  its  own  laws.   A  memorial  hav- 

ing 

*  A  colony  of  Athenians  in  the  province  of  Pontica, 
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having  been  there  preferred  to  me  concerning 
a  charitable  b  inftitution,  I  have  fubjoined  it  to 
this  letter,  that  you  may  confider,  Sir,  whether, 
and  how  far,  this  fociety  ought  to  be  licenfed  or 
prohibited. 

LETTER  XCIV.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

IF  the  prayer  of  the  petition  of  the  Amileni  which 
you  have  tranfmitted  to  me,  concerning  the 
eftablifhment  of  a  charitable  fociety,  be  agreeable 
to  their  own  laws,  which  by  the  articles  of  alliance 
it  is  ftipulated  they  (hall  enjoy,  I  fhall  not  oppofe 
it;  efpecially  if  thefe  contributions  are  employed, 
not  for  the  purpofes  of  riot  and  faction,  but  for  the 
fupport  of  the  indigent.  In  other  cities  however, 
which  are  fubjecl:  to  our  laws,  I  would  have  all 
affemblies  of  this  nature  prohibited. 

b  The  learned  Cafaubon,  in  his  obfervations  upon  Theo- 
phraftus  (as  cited  by  one  of  the  commentators)  informs  us 
that  there  were  at  Athens  and  other  cities  of  Greece,  cer- 
tain fraternities,  which  paid  into  a  common  cheft  a  monthly 
contribution  towards  the  fupport  of  fuch  of  their  members 
who  had  fallen  into  misfortunes ;  upon  condition  that  if 
ever  they  arrived  to  more  profperous  circumftances,  they 
Jhould  repay  into  the  general  fund  the  money  fo  advanced. 


LET- 
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LETTER  XC  V.  ?o  the  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

SUetonius  Tranquillus,  Sir,  is  a  perfbn  of  great 
probity  and  learning,  as  well  as  of  noble  birth. 
I  was  fo  much  pleafed  with  his  difpofition  and 
manners,  that  I  long  fmce  invited  him  into  my 
family,  as  my  conftant  gueft  and  domeftic  friend  j 
and  my  affection  for  him  increafed  the  more  I 
difcovered  gf  his  character.  Two  reafons  concur 
to  render  the  privilege a  which  the  law  grants  to 

thofe 

•  By  the  law  for  encouragement  of  matrimony  (fome  ac- 
count of  which  has  already  been  given  in  the  notes  above) 
thofe  who  lived  batchelors,  were  declared  incapable  of  inhe- 
riting any  legacy  by  will ;  fo  likewife  if  bev:g  married,  they 
had  no  children,  they  could  not  claim  the  full  advantage  of 
benefactions  of  that  kind :  *  Thus  Naevolus  in  Juvenal,  very 
humoroufly  urges  his  gallantries  in  his  friend's  family, 
as  a  meritorious  piece  of  fervice  which  he  had  done  him. 

Nullum  ergo  meritum  eft,  ingrate  ac  perfide,  nullua, 
Quod  tibi  jUiolus,  velfilia  nafcitur  ex  me  ?— 
Jura parentis  babe; ;  p ropier  mefcnberis  heresy 
iegatum  omne  capis,  necnon  &  dulce  caducum. 

Sat.  9.  v.  82,  &c. 

And  ow'ft  thou  nothing  then,  ingrate !  to  me, 
That  from  my  loins  you  fons  and  daughters  fee  ? 
A  parent's  privilege  by  me  you  gain, 
And  the  rich  legacy  in  full  obtain. 

Pliny  therefore  alludes  to  this  law,  when  he  mentions  the 
bounties  of  Tranquillus's  deceafed  friends,  as  one  reafon  why 
it  w,as  expedient  for  him  to  obtain  the  jus  trium  liberorum, 
viz.  in  order  to  entitle  him  to  the  full  benefit  of  their  feveral 
bequeits. 

*  Lipfil  excurf.  in  Tac,  ap-3.  c.  24. 
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thofe  who  have  three  children,  particularly  necef- 
fary  to  him ;  1  mean,  the  bounty  of  his  friends,  and 
the  ill  fuccefs  of  his  marriage.  Thofe  advantages 
therefore,  which  nature  has  denied  to  him,  he 
hopes  to  obtain  from  your  goodnefi,  by  my  inter- 
ception. I  am  thoroughly  fenfibie,  Sir,  of  the  va- 
lue of  the  privilege  I  am  afkingj  but  I  know  too  I 
am  afking  it  from  one,  whofe  gracious  compliance 
with  all  my  defires,  I  have  amply  experienced. 
How  pafilonately  I  wiiri  to  do  fo  in  the  prefent 
inftance,  you  will  judge  by  my  thus  requefting  it 
in  my  abfence  j  which  I  would  not,  had  it  not 
been  a  favour  which  I  am  more  than  commonly 
anxious  to  obtain. 

LETTED    CXVI.     TRAJAN  to  PLIXY. 

"\TO  fcJ  cannot  but  be  perfectly  fenfibie,  my  dear 
Pliny,  how  referved  I  am  in  granting  fa- 
vours of  the  kind  you  defire  j  having  frequently 
declared  in  the  fenate,  that  I  had  not  exceeded 
the  number  which  I  allured  that  illuftrious  order  I 
•would  be  contented  with.  1  have  yielded,  how- 
ever, to  your  requeft;  and  have  directed  it  to  be 
inferted  in  my  regifter,  that  I  have  conferred  upon 
Tranquillus,  on  my  ufual  conditions,  the  privilege 
•which  thevlaw  grants  to  thofe  who  have  three  * 
children.  * 

c  LET- 
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LETTER9  XCVII.    To  tie  Emperor 
TRAJAN. 

IT  is  a  rule,  Sir,  which  I  inviolably  obferve,  to 
refer  myfelf  to  you  in  all  my  doubts  j  for,  who 
is  more  capable  of  removing  my  fcruples,  or  in- 
forming my  ignorance  ?  Having  never  been  pre- 
fent  at  any  trials  concerning  thofe  perfons  who 
are  Chriftians,  I  am  unacquainted  not  only  with 
the  nature  of  their  crimes,  or  the  meafure  of  their 
punifhment,  but  how  far  it  is  proper  to  enter  in- 
to an  examination  concerning  them.  Whether 
therefore  any  difference  is  ufually  made  with  re- 
fpect  to  the  ages  of  the  guilty,  or  no  diftinftion, 
is  to  be  obferved  between  the  young  and  the 
adult;  whether  repentance  in  titles  them  to  a  par- 
don; or  if  a  man  has  been  once  a  Chriftian,  it  a- 
vails  nothing  to  defift  from  his  error;  whether  the 
very  profefiion  of  Chriftianity,  unattended  with 
any  criminal  aft,  or  only  the  cnmes  themfelves  in- 
herent 

*  This  letter  is  efteemed  as  almoft  the  only  genuine  monu- 
ment of  ecclefiaftical  antiquity  relating  to  the  times  immedi- 
ately fucceeding  the  Apoftles,  it  being  written  not  above  forty 
years  at  moft  after  the  death  of  St.  Paul.  It  was  preferved 
by  the  Chriftians  themfelves  as  a  clear  and  unfufpicious  evi- 
dence of  the  purity  of  their  doftrines ;  and  is  frequently  ap- 
pealed to  by  the  early  writers  of  the  church  againft  the  calum- 
nies of  their  adverfaries, 
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herent  in  the  profeflion  are  punifhable;  in  all  thefe 
points  I  am  greatly  doubtful.  In  the  mean  while 
the  method  I  have  obferved  towards  thofe  who 
have  been  brought  before  me  as  Chriftians,  is 
this:  I  interrogated  them  whether  they  were 
Chriftians :  if  they  confefled,  I  repeated  the  que- 
ftion  twice,  adding  threats  at  die  fame  time; 
and  if  they  (till  perfevered,  I  ordered  them  to 
be  immediately  punifhed.  For,  I  was  perfuaded, 
whatever  the  nature  of  their  opinions  might 
be,  a  contumacious  and  inflexible  obftinacy  cer- 
tainly deferred  correction.  There  were  others 
alfo  brought  before  me  pofiefied  with  the  fame 
infatuation,  but  being  b  citizens  of  Rome,  I  di- 
rected that  they  fhould  be  conveyed  thither.  But 
this  crime  fpreading  (as  is  ufually  the  cafe)  while  it 
was  actually  under  profecution,  feveral  inftances 
of  the  fame  nature  occurred.  An  information 
was  prefented  to  me  without  any  name  fubfcribed, 
containing  a  charge  againft  feveral  perfons :  thefe, 
upon  examination,  denied  they  were,  or  ever  had 
been,  Chriftians.  They  repeated  after  me  an  in- 
vocation to  the  gods,  and  offered  religious  rites 

with 

b  It  was  one  of  the  privileges  of  a  Roman  citizen,  fecured 
by  the  Sempronian  law,  that  he  could  not  be  capitally  con- 
vifted  but  by  the  fuffrage  of  the  people;  which  feems  to  have 
been  ftill  fo  far  in  force,  as  to  make  it  neceffary  to  fend  ihs 
perfons  here  mentioned  to  Rome. 
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with  wine  and  frankincenfe  before  your  ftatue; 
(which  for  that  purpofe  I  had  ordered  to  be 
brought  together  with  thofe  of  the  Gods)  and  even 
reviled  the  name  of  Chrift ;  whereas  there  is  no 
forcing,  it  is  faid,  thofe  who  are  really  Chriftians, 
into  any  of  thefe  compliances.  I  thought  it  proper 
therefore,  to  difcharge  them.  Some  among  thofe 
who  were  accufed  by  a  witnefs  in  perfon,  at  firft 
confefled  themfelves  Chriftians,  but  immediately- 
after  denied  it ;  the  reft  own'd  indeed  they  had 
been  of  that  number  formerly,  but  had  now  (ibme 
above  three,  others  more,  and  a  few  above  twenty 
years  ago)  renounced  that  errour.  They  all 
worfhipped  your  ftatue  and  the  images  of  the 
Gods,  uttering  imprecations  at  the  fame  time 
againft  the  name  of  Chrift.  They  affirmed  the 
whole  of  their  guilt,  or  their  errour,  was,  that  they 
met  on  a  certain  dated  day  before  it  was  light,  and 
addrefied  themfelves  in  a  form  of  prayer  to  Chrift, 
as  to  fome  God,  binding  themfelves  by  a  folemn 
oath,  not  for  the  purpofes  of  any  wicked  defign, 
but  never  to  commit  any  fraud,  theft,  or  adultery, 
never  to  falfify  their  word,  nor  deny  a  truft  when 
they  mould  be  called  upon  to  deliver  it  up : 
after  which,  it  was  their  cuftom  to  feparate,  and 
then  re-afiemble,  to  eat  in  common  a  harmlefs 
meal.  From  this  cuftom,  however,  they  defifted 

after 
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after  the  publication  of  my  edict,  by  which,  ac- 
cording to  your  commands,  I  forbade  the  meet- 
ing of  any  alTemblies.  In  confequence  of  this 
their  declaration,  I  judged  it  the  more  necef- 
fary  to  endeavour  to  extort  the  real  truth,  by  put- 
ting two  female  flaves  to  the  torture,  who  were 
faid  to  officiate  a  in  their  religious  functions ; 
but  all  I  could  difcover  was,  that  thefe  people 
were  actuated  by  an  abfurd  and  exceffive  fuper- 
ftition.  I  deemed  it  expedient,  therefore,  to  ad- 
journ all  farther  proceedings,  in  order  to  confult 
you.  For,  it  appears  to  be  a  matter  highly  de- 
ferving  your  consideration;  more  efpecially  as 
great  numbers  muft  be  involved  in  the  danger 
of  thefe  profecutions,  which  have  already  extend- 
ed, and  are  ftill  likely  to  extend,  to  perfons  of  all 
ranks  and  ages,  and  even  of  both  fexes.  In  fact, 
this  contagious  fuperftition  is  not  confined  to  the 
cities  only,  but;  has  fpread  its  infection  among 
the  neighbouring  villages  and  country.  Never- 
thelefs,  it  ftill  fcems  pofiible  to  rcftrain  its  pro- 
grefs.  The  temples,  at-  leaft,  which  were  once 

alrnoft 

•  Thefe  women,  it  is  fuppofed,  excrcifed  the  fame  office  as 
Phcebe  mentioned  by  St.  Paul,  whom  he  ftiles  Deaconefs  of 
the  chunh  of  Cenchrea.  Their  bufinefs  was  to  rend  the  poor 
and  fick,  and  other  charitable  offices;  as  allo  to  aflift  at  the 
ceremony  of  female  baptifm,  for  the  more  decent  performance 
of  that  rite  :  as  Volaus  obferves  upon  this  paflage. 
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almoft  deferted,  begin  now  to  be  frequented;  and 
the  facred  folemnities,  after  a  long  intermifiion  are 
revived  j  to  which  I  muft  add,  there  is  again  alfo 
a  general  demand  for  the  viitims,  which  for  fome 
time  pail  had  met  with  but  few  purchafers.  From 
the  circumflances  I  have  mentioned,  it  is  eafy  to 
conjecture  what  numbers  might  be  reclaimed,  if 
a  general  pardon  were  granted  to  thofe  who  fhall 
repent  of  their  error. 


LETTER  XCVIII.    TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

THE  method  you  have  purfued,  my  dear 
Pliny,  in  the  proceedings  againfl  thofe 
Chriftians  which  were  brought  before  you,  is  ex- 
tremely proper ;  as  it  is  not  poffible  to  lay  down 
any  fixed  rule  by  which  to  act  in  all  cafes  of  this 
nature.  But  I  would  not  have  you  officioufly  enter 
into  any  enquiries  concerning  them.  If  indeed  they 
fhould  be  brought  before  you,  and  the  crime  mould 
be  proved,  they  muft  be  puniihed'j  with  this  re- 

ftriction 

*  If  we  impartially  examine  the  prefent  inftance  of  the  per- 
fccution  of  the  Chriftians,  we  (hall  find  it  to  have  been  ground, 
ed  on  the  ancient  conftttution  of  the  Hate,  and  not  to  have 
proceeded  from  an  arbitrary  or  intolerant  fpirit  in  Trajan. 
The  Roman  legiflature  appears  to  have  been  early  jealous  of 
any  innovation  m  point  of  public  worfhip ;  and  we  find  the 

'VOL.  Hi  X 
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ftriftion  however;  that  where  the  party  denies  he 
is  a  Chriftian,  and  fhall  make  it  evident  that  he  is 
not  by  invoking  our  Gods1;  let  him  (notwith- 
ftanding  any  former  fufpicion)  be  pardoned  upon 

hs 

magiflrates,  daring  the  old  republic,  frequently  interncfing  in 
cai'es  of  that  nature.     Valerius  Maximus  has  collected  lome 
inftances  to  that  purpofe,  [L.  I.  c.  3.]  and  Livy  memions  it  as 
an  eftabliftied  principle  of  the  earlier  ages  ct  th?  common- 
wealth, to  guard  againft  the  introduction  of  foreign  ceremo- 
nies of  religion,     Queries  (fays  that  excellent  hiftc<r;sr.,  fp*?ak- 
ingin  the  perlon  of  one  of  the  confuls  who  is  addrt-ffng  him- 
felf  to  the  people)  queries  hoc  pat  rum  avorumque  &tat°  mgotium 
tl  magiftra'-ibui  datum*  ut  Jacra  extcrna  Jier:  velar  ent  ?  Judi- 
cabant  en'an  prudentijfimi  <vin — nibil  tcque  diJJ'oi^cnda:  re!igio/:is 
ejfe,  qttam  ubi  non  patno,  fed '  externo  ritu  facrijicaret :*.r.  [L.  39. 
c.  1 6.]     It  was  an  old  and  invariable  maxim  likewift-  of  the 
Roman  government,  not  to  fuffer  any  unlicenfed  aCemblies 
of  the  people;  as  the  reader  muft  have  obferved  oy  fev?ral 
of  the  preceding  letters  in  this  book  :  and  to  that  faft  Livy 
alfo  bears  witnefs;  Majores  veftri  (fays   tlie  hiftorian)  n;  vot 
quidtm  niji  quian,  &c.  forte  te.rere  coir:  noluerunt ;  CJf  tiltcun- 
que  taultitudo  ejfit,  ibi  et  legitimum  re£torem  mul.itiuiinis  cenfe- 
bant  debereefie.  [L.  36.  c.  25.] 

The  circumilance  that  attended  the  Chriftian  afumbUes  be- 
ing held  at  an  unufual  hour  (anit?  !u:'m,)  feems  to  have  raifed 
a  furmife,  that  they  were  of  the  F  n  kind.  For  it  is 

extremely  obfervab'e,  that  in  the  account  which  ;!,e  Chriftians 
here  give  of  the  true  defign  of  th  :r  meeting,  they  jufHfy 
themfelvcs  from  the  very  crimes  with  x.  :  h  the  Bacchana- 
lians had  been  charged  ;  ir.tirr.ating,  it  ihouiu  ilern,  that  they 
themfelves  had -been  taxed  with  the  fame  :  fe  facrt.mtnto  non 
ad  fcelus  aliqucd  cbftringere ;  Jed  ne  furia,  m  latrociaia,  ne 
adulteria  ccmmitterent,  ne  fidem  falierentt  &c.  which  runs  ex- 
aclly  parallel  with  the  accufation  agair.il  the  Bacchanalians,  as 
it  fhnds  in  Livy:  N?c  v.-jm  genus  t:ox<g,ftupra  fromifcua,  &c. 
fed  falfi  teftes,  falfa  Jigna  teftimoniajue  C5*  indicia  ex  eadtm 
tfficina  exibant*  [Liv.  1.  39.  c.  8.] 

Upon  the  whole  then  it  appears  ev  :  thefe  primitive 

Chrillians,  deeply  impreffed  wiib  the  cvme^ce  ot  the  holy  reli- 
gion 
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Ills  repentance.  Informations  without  the  accu- 
Ter's  name  fubfcribed,  ought  not  to  be  received  in 
profecutiohs  of  any  fort ;  as  il  is  introducing  a 
Very  dangerous  precedent,  and  by  no  means  acrree- 

•  O 

able  to  the  equity  of  my  government. 

LETTER  XCIX.     To  the  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

THE  elegant  and  beautiful  city  of a  Amaftris, 
Sir,  has,  among  other  capital  buildings,  a 
moft  noble  and  exterifive  piazza.     On  one  entire 
fide  of  this  ftrufture  runs,  what  is  called  indeed 
a  river,  but  in  effect  is  no  other  than  a  vile  com- 
mon fhore,  extremely  offenfive  to  the  eye,  and  at 
the  fame  time  very  unwholfome  by  its  noxious  va- 
pours.    It  will  be  advantageous  therefore  in  point 
of  health,  as  well  as  ornament,  to  have  ii  covered  ; 
which  fhall  be  done,  with  your  permiflion  :  as  I 
will  take  care,  on  my  part,  that  money  be  not 
wanting  for  executing  fo  noble  and  neceflary  a 
work. 

gion  they  profefled,  nobly  dared  it  all  hazard  to  render  them- 
felve's  bbaoxious,  not  particularly  indeed  to  Trajan,  but  to  the 
antlent  and  iniolerajit  lawj  of  the  ftate  ;  by  refufing  to  join  in 
communion  with  tfte  ejlablijbed  worlhip,  by  affemhling  them- 
felves  without  legal  authority,  and  by  holding  their  meetings 
at  a  fulpicious  hour  of  the  night. 

*  Situated  on  the  black  fea,  in'  the  province  of  Pontus. 

X  i  L  E  TV 
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LETTER    C.     TRAJAN  to  PLINIV 

IT  is  highly  reafonable,  my  dear  Pliny,  if  the 
water  which  runs  thro'  the  city  of  Amaftris  is 
prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  that  it 
fhould  be  covered.  I  am  well  allured  you  will, 
with  your  ufual  attention,  take  care  that  the  money 
ncceffary  for  this  work  ihall  not  be  wanting. 


LETTER    CI.     fa  tbe  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

WE  have  celebrated,  Sir,  with  great  joy  and 
feftivity,  thofe  votive  folemnities  which 
were  publickly  proclaimed  as  formerly,  and  renewed 
them  the  prefent  year,  accompanied  by  the  fol- 
diers  and  provincials ;  who  zealoufly  joined  with 
us  in  imploring  the  Gods,  that  they  would  be 
gracioufiy  pleated  to  preferve  you  and  the  repub- 
Hck  in  that  ftate  pf  prosperity,  which  your  many 
and  great  virtues,  particulaiiy  your  piety  towardf 
them,  fo  juftly  merit. 


LET- 
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LETTER    CII.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

FT  was  very  agreeable  to  me  to  learn  by  your 
•*•  letter,  that  the  army  and  the  provincials  joy- 
fully feconded  you  with  great  unanimity,  in  thofe 
vows  which  you  paid  and  renewed  to  the  immortal 
Gods,  for  my  prefervation  and  prolperity. 


L  E  T  T  E  R  CII  I.     To  the  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

T  Y  JE  have  celebrated,  with  all  the  warmth  of 
V  V  that  pious  zeal  we  juftly  ought,  the  day  in 
which,  by  a  very  happy  fucceffion,  the  protection 
of  the  empire  was  delivered  into  your  hands  j  re- 
commending to  the  Gods,  by  whofe  gracious  fa- 
vour you  received  the  fovereignty,  the  objed:  of 
pur  public  vows  and  congratulations. 


LETTER  CIV.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

I  Was  extremely  well  pleafed  to  be  informed  by 
your  letter  that  you  had,  at  the  head  of  the 
ibldiers  and  the  provincials,  folemnized  my  accef- 
fion  to  the  empire,  with  all  due  joy  and  zeal. 


X  3  LET- 
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LETTER  CV.    To  the  Emperor  TRAJAN:. 

VAlerius  Paulinus,  Sir,  having  bequeathed  to, 
me  the  right a  of  patronage  over  all  his  freed- 
men,  except  one;  I  intreat  you  to  grant  the  freedom 
of  Rome  to  three  of  them.  To  defire  you  to  extend 
this  favour  to  all  of  them,  would,  I  fear,  be  too 
unreafonable  a  trelpafs  upon  your  indulgence; 
which,  having  amply  experienced,  I  ought  to  be  fo 
much  the  more  cautious  in  troubling.  The  per- 
fons  for  whom  I  make  this  requeft  are,  C.  Valerius 
JEftiseus,  C.  Valerius  Dionyfms,  and  C.  Valerius 
Aper. 


LETTER  GVI.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 


"VTOU   act   in  a  moft  worthy  manner  by  con- 

•*•    fulting  the  intereft  of  thofe  perfons  whom 

Valerius  Paulinus  has  confided  to  your  truit;  I 

cannot  therefore  but  encourage  you,  as  far  as  de- 

pends 

*  By  the  Papian  law,  which  rafted  in  the  confuKhip  of  M. 
Papius  Mutilus  and  Q^  Poppeas  Secundus.  U.  C.  761.  if  a 
freedman  died  worth  a  hundred  thcufand  feftcrces,  (or  about 
800  1.  of  our  money)  leaving  only  one  child  j  his  patron,  (that 
js,  the  matter  from  whom  he  received  his  liberty)  was  entitled 
to  half  his  eitate  ;  if  he  left  two  children,  to  one  third  ;  but  if 
more  than  two,  the  patron  w?s  abfolutely  excluded.  This 
was  afterwardi  altered  by  J  uitinian,  Inft,  I.  3  .  tit.  8. 
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pends  upon  me,  to  lofe  no  rime  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  I  have  accordingly  granted  the  freedom  of 
the  city  to  fu.rh  of  his  freedmen,  for  whom  you 
req'iefte .'  it,  and  have  directed  the  patent  to  be 
regifter'd:  I  am  ready  to  confer  the  fame  on.  the 
reft,  whenever  you  fhali  defire  me. 

LETTER  CVII.     ?o  the  Emperor  TRAJAN, 

PAccius  Aquila,  captain  of  the  fixth  equef- 
^  trian  cohort,  requefted  me,  Sir,  to  tranfmit 
his.  petition  to  you,  in  favour  of  his  daughter.  I 
thought  it  would  be  unkind  to  refufe  him  this 
good  office,  knowing,  as  I  do,  with  what  patience 
and  humanity  you  attend  to  the  petitions  of  the 
foldiers. 

LETTER  CVIII.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY, 

I  Have  read  the  petition  of  P.  Accius  Aquila,, 
captain  of  the  fixth  equeftrian  cohort,  which, 
you  fent  to  mej  and  in  compliance  with  his  re- 
qutft,  I  have  conferred  upon  his  daughter  the  free- 
dom of  the  city  of  Rome.  I  fend  you  at  the  fame 
time  the  patent,  which  you  will  deliver  to  him. 


X4  LET- 
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LETTER  CIX.    To  the  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

IRequeft,  Sir,  your  directions  with  refpect  to  the 
recovering  of  thofe  debts  which  are  due  to  the 
cities  of  Bithynia  and  Pcntus,  either  for  rent,  or 
goods  fold,  or  for  any  other  confideration.  I  find 
they  have  a  privilege  conceded  to  them  by  ieveral 
Pro-confuls,  of  being  prefer'd  to  other  creditors; 
and  this  cuftom  has  prevailed,  as  if  it  had  been 
eftablifhed  by  law.  Your  prudence,  I  imagine, 
will  think  it  necefiary  to  enact  fome  fettled  rule, 
by  which  their  rights  may  always  be  fecured.  For 
the  edicts  of  others,  how  wifely  foever  founded,  are 
but  feeble  and  temporary  ordinances,  unlefs  con-* 
firmed  and  fanctioned  by  your  authority. 


LETTER  CX.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

TH  E  right  which  the  cities  either  of  Pontus 
or  Bithynia  claim  relating  to  the  reco- 
very of  debts  of  whatever  kind,  due  to  their  feve- 
ral  communities,  muft  be  determined  agreeably  to 
their  refpective  laws.  Where  any  of  thofe  commu- 
nities enjoy  the  privilege  of  being  prefer'd  to  other 
creditors,  it  mud  be  maintained ;  but  where  no  fuch 
privilege  prevails,  it  would  not  be  juft  that  I'lhould 
eflablilh  one,  in  prejudice  of  private  property. 

LET- 
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LETTER  CXI.     <To  the  Emperor.  TRAJAN. 

TH  E  folicitor  to  the  treafury  of  the  city  of 
Amifis  inftituted  a  claim,  Sir,  before  me 
againft  Julius  Pifo  of  about  40,000 '  denarii,  which 
were  prefented  to  him  by  the  public  above  twenty 
years  ago,  with  the  confent  of  the  general  council 
and  affcmbly  of  the  city :  and  he  founded  his  demand 
upon  certain  of  your  edicts,  by  which  donations  of 
this  kind  are  prohibited.  Pifo,  on  the  other  hand,  af- 
ferted  that  he  had  confer'd  large  fums  of  money 
upon  the  community,  and  indeed,  had  expended 
in  liberalities  to  them,  almoft  the  whole  of  his  efhate, 
He  infifted  upon  the  length  of  time  which  had  in- 
tervened fince  this  donation,  and  hoped  that  he 
Ihould  not  be  compelled,  to  the  ruin  of  the  re- 
mainder b  of  his  fortunes,  to  refund  a  prefent,  which 

had 

a  About  i,x661.  Sterling. 

b  The  trariflator  has  ventured  to  give  this  fenfe  to  reliquee 
dignitatis.  It  is,  he  confefles,  a  very  uncommon,  perhaps  the 
iingle  inltance  of  the  word  dignitas  being  ufed  in  that  mean- 
ing;  fttll,  however,  the  context,  together  with  the  epithet 
which  is  joined  with  it,  will,  he  trulls,  clearly  juftify  him. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  nature  of  this  cafe  to  make  it  reafon- 
able  to  fuppofe,  that  the  dignity  of  Julius  Pifo  mould  be  im- 
peached :  as  little  is  it  to  be  collected  from  any  thing  contained 
in  this  letter,  or  Trajan's  anfwer.  The  adjective  reliqua  being 
added  to  dignitus*  removes  every  fufpicion  of  its  fignifying  ho- 
nor (as  the  ingenious  French  translator  Monf.  de  Sacy,  and  his 
Rumble  copier  the  Italian  Tedefchi,  have  render'dit)  for  honour 

fcaroi 


314  THE     LETTERS       Book  X. 

had  been  conferred  upon  him  long  fince,  in  return 
for  many  good  offices  he  had  done  co  the  city.  For 
this  reafon,  Sir,  I  thought  it  neceflary  to  fufpend 
giving  any  judgement  in  this  caufe,  till  I  ihall  re- 
ceive your  directions. 


LETTER    CXII.    TRAJ AX  to  PLINY. 

THO*  by  my  edi&s  I  have  ordained,  that 
no  largefles  mail  be  given  out  of  the  public 
money ;  yet,  that  nurr.berle(s  private  perfbns  may 
not  be  difturbed  in  die  fecure  poflcfiion  of  their 
fortunes,  thole  donations  which  have  been  made 
"long  fince,  ought  not  to  be  called  in  queflion  or 
revoked.  We  will  not  therefore  enquire  into  any 
thing  that  has  been  tranfacted  in  this  affair  fb  long 
ago  as  twenty  years  j  for  I  would  be  no  lefs  atten- 
tive to  fecure  the  repofe  of  every  private  man, 
than  to  preferve  die  treajiire  of  every  public 
community. 

fcarce  admits  of  fra&ions,  and  there  can  be  no  remainder  after 
a  fubflraftion  of  that  kind.  The  troth,  it  fhouid  feera,  is,  that 
as  the  value  of  a  man's  eftate  was,  among  the  Romans,  a  ne- 
ceiTary  qualification  to  render  him  capable  of  the  dignities  of 
the  commonwealth,  our  author,  by  a  figure  of  fpeech,  puts 
Jigxitas  iorfaculteti  the  confeqcent  (to  fpeak  in  the  language 
«l  liie  grammarians)  for  the  antecedent. 


LET- 
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LETTER  GXIII.   ^o  the  Emperor  TRAJAN, 

TPIE  Pompeian  law,  Sir,  which  is  obferve4 
in  Pontus  and  Bithynia,  does  not  direct  that 
any  money  fhall  be  paid  into  the  public  cheft  by 
thofe  who  are  elected  into  the  fenate  by  the  Cen- 
fors,  for  their  admiffion.  It  has  however  been 
wfual  for  fuch  members  as  have  been  admitted 
into  thofe  aflemblies,  in  purfuance  of  the  privilege 
•which  you  were  ple-ifed  to  grant  to  fome  particu- 
lar cities,  of  receiving  above  their  legal  number,  to 
pay b  one  or  two  c  thousand  denarii  on  t^eir  elec- 
tion. Subfequent  to  your  grant  of  this  privilege, 
the  Proconful  Anicius  Maximus  ordained  (tho1 
indeed  his  edict  related  to  fome  few  cities  only) 
that  thofe  who  Ihould  be  elected  by  the  Cenfors 
mould  alfo  pay  into  the  treafury  a  certain  fum, 
which  varied  in  different  places.  It  remains 
therefore  for  your  confideration,  whether  it  would 
not  be  proper  to  fettle  a  certain  fixed  fum  for  each 
member,  who  is  elected  into  the  council,  to  pay 
upon  his  admiffion  j  for,  it  well  becomes  you, 
whofe  every  word  and  action  deferves  to  be  im- 
mortalized, to  eftablilh  Jaws  that  mall  endure  for 


fever. 


*  About  29!.  c  and  5  81.  Sterl. 

LET- 
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LETTER   CX1V.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY, 

I  Can  give  no  general  dire&ions  applicable  to  all 
the  cities  of  Bithynia,  in  relation  to  thofe  who 
are  elected  members  of  their  refpedive  councils  ^ 
whether  they  fhall  pay  an  honorary  fee  upon  their 
admittance,  or  not.  It  ieems  beft  therefore,  in  the 
prefent  cafe,  (and  indeed  is  ever  the  fafeft  way)  to 
leave  each  city  to  exercifc  its  own  peculiar  laws. 
I  think,  however,  the  Cenfbrs  ought  to  fet  the 
fom  lower  to  thole  who  are  cholen  into  the  fenate 
Contrary  to  their  inclinations^  th,an  to  the  reft. 


LETTER    CX  V.     To  the  Emperor  TR  A  JAN. 


H  E  Pompeian  law,  Sir,  allows  the  Bithy- 
JL  nians  to  give  the  freedom  of  their  refpe&ive 
cities  to  any  perfon  they  think  proper,  provid- 
ed he  is  not  a  foreigner,  but  native  of  feme 
of  the  cities  of  this  province.  The  fame  law  fpe- 
cifies  the  particular  caufes  for  which  the  Cenfors 
may  expel  a  member  the  fenate  j  amongft  which, 
that  of  being  a  foreigner  is  not  mentioned.  Cer- 
tain of  the  Cenfors  therefore  have  defired  my 
opinion,  whether  they  ought  to  expel  a  member 
if  he  (hould  happen  to  be  a  foreigner.  But  I 

thought 
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thought  it  neceffary  to  receive  your  inftructions  ia 
this  cafe ;  not  only  becaufe  the  law,  though  it  for- 
bids foreigners  to  be  admitted  citizens,  does  not 
direct  that  a  fenator  (hall  be  expelled  for  the  fame 
reafon,  but  becaufe  I  am  informed,  that  there  is  in 
every  city  feveral  members  of  their  refpective  fe- 
nates,  who  are  not  natives.  If  therefore  this  claufe 
of  the  law,  which  feems  to  be  obfolete  by  long 
cuftom  to  the  contrary,  (hould  be  inforced,  many- 
cities,  as  well  as  individuals,  will  be  thrown  into 
great  confufion.  I  have  annexed  the  heads  of  this 
kw  to  my  letter. 


LETTER  CXVI.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 


"V7"OU  might  well  be  doubtful,  my  dear  Pliny* 
what  reply  to  give  to  the  Cenfors,  who  con- 
fulted  you  concerning  their  right  to  elect  into 
the  fenate  foreign  citizens,  tho'  of  the  fame  pro- 
vince. The  authority  of  law  on  one  fide,  and 
long  cuftom  prevailing  againft  it  on  the  other, 
might  juftly  occafton  you  to  hefitate.  The  proper 
meafure  in  this  cafe  will  be,  to  make  no  change  in 
what  is  paft,  but  to  fuffer  thofe  fenatprs  who  are 
already  elected,  though  contrary  to  law,  to  keep 
their  feats,  to  whatever  city  they  may  belong  ;  and 
in  all  future  elections,  to  purfue  the  direction  of 

tht 
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the  Pompeian  law:  for,  to  give  it  a  retrofpective 
operation,  would  necefiarily  introduce  great  con- 
fufion. 


LETTER  CXVII.    To  the  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

IT  is  cuftomary  in  this  city  upon  any  perfon's 
either  taking  the  manly  arobe;  folemnizing  his 
marriage:  entering  upon  the  office  of  magiftrate,  or 
dedicating  any  public  work ;  to  invite  the  whole  fe- 
nate,  together  with  a  confiderable  part  of  the  com- 
monalty to  a  feaft,  and  diiiribute  to  each  of  the 
company  one  b  or  two  denarii.  I  requeft  you  to 
inform  me,  whether  you  think  proper  this  cere- 
mony fhould  continue  to  be  obferved,  or  how  far 
you  approve  of  it.  For  myfelf]  tho'  I  am  of  opi- 
nion that  upon  certain  occafions,  efpecially  thofe  of 
public  feftivals,  this  kind  of  general  invitations 
may  be  permitted;  yet  when  they  draw  together 
a  thoufand  perfons,  and  fometimes  more,  it  feems 
to  be  going  beyond  a  reafonable  number,  and  has 
fomewhat  the  appearance  of  factious  largefies. 

*  See  vol.  i.  p.  22.  note  *. 

b  About  feven-pence  of  our  money.  The  fam  ditfributed 
upon  thefe  occafions,  fuppofing  the  aflcmbly  to  confift  of  a 
thoufand  perfons,  and  two  denarii  given  to  each,  would 
amount  to  about  5  81.  fieri. 

LET- 


BookX.         OF    PLINY. 


3'S 


LETTER  CXVIII.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

IT  is  with  reafon  you  apprehend,  that  thofe 
public  invitations,  which  extend  to  an  im- 
moderate number  of  people,  and  where  the  dole  is 
diftributed,  not  fingly  to  a  few  acquaintance,  but  as 
it  were  to  whole  collective  fraternities;  may  be 
turned  to  the  factious  purpofes  of  ambition.  But 
I  appointed  you  to  your  preient  government  fully 
relying  upon  your  prudence,  and  in  the  perfua- 
fion  that  you  would  take  proper  meafiires  for  regu- 
lating the  manners,  and  fettling  the  peace  of  the 
province. 


LETTER  CXIX.    ?o  tie  Emperor  TRAJAN* 

% 

THE  Athletic  viftors,  Sir,  in  the  *  Ifelaftic 
games,  conceive  that  the  ftipend  you  have 
eftablifhed  for  the  conquerors,  becomes  due  from 
the  day  they  are  crowned :  for,  it  is  not  eflential, 

they 

*  Thefe  games  are  called  I/elaftic,  from  the  Greek  word 
9t<rt>Mvia,  invthor,  becaufe  the  vi&ors,  drawn  by  white  horfcs, 
and  wearing  crowns  on  their  heads,  were  concuded  with 
great  pomp  into  their  refpe&ive  cities,  which  they  entered 
through  a  breach  in  the  walls  made  for  that  purpofe  ;  inti- 
mating, as  Plutarch  obferves,  that  a  city  which  produced 
fuch  brave  and  victorious  citizens,  had  little  occafion  for  the 
defence  of  walls.  [Catanxus.]  They  received  alfo  annually 
a  certain  honourable  ftipend  from  the  public. 
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they  pretend,  what  time  they  were  triumphant- 
ly conduced  into  their  country,  but  when  they 
merited  that  honour.  On  the  contrary,  when  I  con- 
fider  the  meaning  of  the  term  Ifelaftic  y  I  am  ftrongly 
inclined  to  think,  that  it  is  intended  the  fdpend 
fhould  commence  from  the  time  of  their  public 
entry.  They  likewife  petition  to  be  allowed  the 
treat  you  give  at  thofe  combats  which  you  have 
converted  into  Ifelaftic,  tho'  their  victories  were 
gained  before  that  change  took  place:  for,  it  i» 
but  reafonable,  they  afTert,  that  they  fhould  re- 
ceive the  reward  in  this  inftance,  as  they  are 
deprived  of  it  at  thofe  games  which  have  been 
divefted  of  the  honour  of  being  Ifelaftic,  fince  their 
victories.  But  I  am  very  doubtful,  whether 
a  retrofpect  fhould  be  admitted  in  the  cafe  in 
queflion,  and  a  reward  given,  to  which  the  claim- 
ants had  no  right  at  the  time  they  obtained 
the  victory.  I  beg  therefore  you  would  be  pleafed 
to  direct  my  judgment  in  thefe  points,  by  explain- 
ing the  intention  of  your  own  benefactions. 


LET- 
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LETTER  CXX.     TRAJAN  to  PLINY. 

TH  E  ftipend  appointed  for  the  conqueror  in  - 
the  Ifelaftic  games,  ought  not,  I  think,  to 
commence  till  he  makes  his  triumphant  entry  into 
his  city  j  nor  are  the  prizes,  at  thofe  combats  which 
I  have  thought  proper  to  make  Ifelaftic,  to  be  ex- 
tended to  thofe  who  were  vidtors  before  that  altera- 
tion took  place.  With  regard  to  the  plea  which 
thefe  Athletic  combatants  urge,  that  they  ought  to 
receive  the  Ifelaftic  prize  at  thofe  combats  which 
have  been  made  Ifelaftic  fubfequent  to  thei  rcon- 
quefts,  as  they  are  denied  it  in  the  fame  cafe  where 
the  games  have  ceafed  to  be  foj  it  proves  nothing 
in  their  favour :  for,  notwithftanding  any  new 
arrangement  which  has  been  made  relating  to  thefe 
games,  they  are  not  required  to  return  the  recom- 
pence  which  they  received  prior  to  fuch  alteration. 

LETTER  CXXI.    70  the  Emperor  TRAJAN. 

I  Have  hitherto  never,  Sir,  granted  an  order  « 
for  poft-chaifes  to  any  perfon,  or  upon  any  oc- 
cafion  but  in  affairs  that  relate  to  your  adminiftra- 
ticn.    I  find  mylelf  however  at  prefent  under  a  fort 
cf  neceflity  to  break  thro'  this  fixed  rule;    My  wife 

a  See  Let.  xxiv.  of  this  book,  and  the  note  there. 
VOL.  II.  Y  having 
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having  received  an  account  of  her b  grandfather's 
death,  and  being  defirous  to  wait  upon  her  c  aunt 
with  all  poflible  expedition,  I  thought  it  would 
be  unkind  to  deny  her  the  ufe  of  this  privilege  j  as 
the  grace  of  fo  tender  an  office  confifts  in  the  early 
difcharge  of  it,  and  as  I  well  knew  a  journey 
which  was  founded  in  filial  piety,  could  notfail  of 
your  approbation.  I  fhould  think  myfelf  highly 
ungrately  therefore,  were  I  not  to  acknowledge, 
that  among  other  fingular  obligations  which  I  owe 
to  your  indulgence,  I  have  this  in  particular,  that  in 
confidence  of  your  favour  I  ventured  to  do  with- 
out confulting  you,  what  would  have  been  too  late 
had  I  waited  for  your  confent. 

LETTER  CXXII.     TRAJAN  /*  PLINY. 

XTOU  did  me  juftice,  my  dear  Pliny,  by  con- 
fiding  in  my  affection  towards  you.  Without 
doubt,  if  you  had  waited  for  my  confent  to  for- 
ward your  wife  in  her  journey  by  means  of  thofe 
warrants  which  I  have  entrufted  to  your  care,  the 
ufe  of  them  would  not  have  anfwered  your  pur- 
pofe ;  as  it  was  proper  this  vifit  to  her  aunt 
fhould  have  the  additional  recommendation,  of  be- 
ing paid  with  all  pofTible  expedition. 

fc  Fabatus.  e  Hifpulla. 


THE    END. 


A  N 


ALPHABETICAL  INDEX 


OF   THE 


Perfons  NAMES  to  whom  PLINY  addrefles 
the  foregoing  LETTERS. 


N.  B.  the  Numeral  refers  to  the  Book,  the  Figure 
to  the  Epiftle. 


A. 

Acilius,  iii.  14. 
A    To  Albinus,  vi.  10. 
To  Anianus,  ii.  16. 

—  Antoninus,  iv.  3,  18.  v.  10. 

—  Apollinaris,  ii.  9.  v.  6. 

—  Arifton,  v.  3.  viii.  14. 

—  Arrianus,  i.  2.  ii.  ii,  12.    iv.  8,  12.  vi.  a. 

viii.  21. 

—  Atrius  Clemens,  i.  10. 

—  Augurinus,  ix.  8, 

—  Avitus,  ii.  6. 


To  Baflus,  iv.  23. 

—  Bebius  Hifpanus,  i.  24. 

Y  a  C.  To 


INDEX. 

C. 

To  Caleftrius  Tiro,  i.  1 2. 

—  Calphurnia,  vi.  4,  7.  vii.  5. 

—  Calvina,  ii.  4. 

—  Calvifius,  ii.  20.  iii.  i,  19.  v.  7.  viii.  2.  ix.  6. 

—  Caninius,  ii.  8.  iii.  7.  vi.  21.  vii.  18.  viii.  4. 

ix.  33- 

—  Caninius  Rufus,  i.  3. 

—  Capito,  v.  8. 

—  Catilius,  iii.  12. 

—  Catilius  Severus,  i.  22. 

—  Celer,  vii.  17. 

—  Celerina,  fee  Pompeia. 

—  Cerealis,  ii.  19.  iv.  21. 

—  Clarus,  fee  Septitius. 

—  Clemens,  iv.  2. 

—  Coccia  (and  her  hufband  Spurinna)  iii.  10. 

—  Colon,  ix.  o. 

—  Corellia  Hifpulla,  iii.  3.  iv.  19.  vii.  14.  viii.  1 1. 

—  Cornelianus,  vi.  31. 

—  Cornelius,  fee  Fufcus. 

—  Cornutus,  vii.  21,  31. 

E. 

To  Erucius,  i.  16. 

F. 

To  Fabatus,  iv.  i.  v.  12.  vi.  12,  30.  vii.  n,  16. 
23,  32.  viii.  10. 

—  Fabius,  fee  Juftus. 

—  Falco  (Pompeius)  i.  23.  iv.  27.  vii.  22.  ix,  15. 

—  Ferox,  vii.  13. 

—  Firmus,  i.  1 9. 

—  Flaccus,  v.  12. 

To 


INDEX. 

To  Fundanus  (Minutius)  i.  9.  iv.  15.  vi.  6. 

—  Fufcus,  vii.  9.  ix.  36,  40. 

G. 

To  Gallus,  ii.  17.  iv.  17.  viii.  20. 

—  Geminus,  vii.  i,  24.  viii.  5,  22.  ix.  1 1,  30. 

—  Genialis,  viii.  13. 

—  Genitor  (Julius)  ix.  17. 

H. 

To  Hifpanus,  vi.  25. 

—  Hifpulla,  fee  Corellia  Hifpulla. 

J- 

To  Julius,  fee  Genitor. 
< —  Junior,  viii.  15.  ix.  12. 

—  Junius,  fee  Mauricus. 

—  Juftut  (Fabius)  i.  n.  vii.  2. 

L. 

To  Lateranus,  ix.  27. 

—  Lepidus,  iv.  7. 

—  Lucinius,  fee  Sura. 

—  Lupercus,  ii.  5.  ix.  26. 

M. 

To  Macrinus,  ii.  7.  iii.  4.  vii.  6,  10.  viii.  17.  ix.  4. 

—  Macer,  iii.  5.  v.  18.  vi.  24. 

—  Mamilianus,  ix.  16,  25. 

—  Marcellinus,  v.  16.  viii.  23. 

—  Mauricus  (Junius,)  i,  14.  ii.  18.  vi.  14,  1 5. 

To 


INDEX. 

To  Maximus,  ii,  14.  iii.  2,  20.  iv.  so,  25.  r.  5. 
vi.  u,  34.  viu  26.  viii.  19,  24.  ix.  i,  13. 

—  Minucius,  vii.  1 2. 

—  Minutianus,  iii.  9.  iv.  u.  viii.  12, 

—  Minutius,  fee  Fundanus, 

—  Montanus,  vii.  29.  viii.  6. 

—  Muftius,  ix.  39. 

N. 

To  Nafo,  iv.  6. 

—  Nepos,  ii.  3.  iii.  16.  iv.  26.  vi.  19. 

O. 

To  O&avius  Rufus,  i.  7.  ii.  TO. 

—  Oppius,  ix.  35. 


P. 

To  Paternus,  i.  21.  iv.  14.  viii.  16. 

—  Paulinus,  ii.  2.  iv.  16.  v.  19.  ix.  3,37. 

—  Pompeia  Celerina,  i.  4. 

—  Pompeius,  fee  Falco,  and  Saturninus. 

—  Pontius,  v.  15.  vi.  28.  vii.  4. 

—  Prasfens,  vii.  3. 

—  Prifcus,  ii.  13.  iii.  21.  vi.  8.  vii.  8,  19. 

—  Proculus,  iii.  15. 


To  Quadratus,  vi.  29.  ix.  13. 
—  Quintilian,  vi.  32. 


INDEX. 

R. 

To  Reftitutus,  vi.  17.  '  o'B 

—  Romanus,  fee  Voconius. 

—  Rufus,  vi.  22.  v.  21.  vii.  25. 

—  Rufinus,  viii.  18. 

—  Rufb,  ix.  1 9. 

—  Rufticus,  ix.  29. 

S. 

To  Sabinus,  iv.  10.  vi.  18.  ix.  2,  18. 
— -  Sabinianus,  ix.  21,  24. 

—  Sardus,  ix.  31. 

—  Saturninus  (Pompeius)  i.   8.  v.   9.  vii.  15. 

ix.38. 

—  Scaurus,  v.  13. 

—  Septitius,  i.  i.  vii.  28.  viii.  i. 

—  Septitius  Claurus,  i.  15. 
— -  Servianus,  iii.  17.  vi.  26. 

—  Severus,  iii.  6,  18.  iv.  28.  v.  i.  vi.  27.  ix.  22. 
r—  Sofius  Senecio,  i.  13. 

—  Soffius,  iv.  4. 

—  Sparfus,  iv.  5.  viii.  3. 

—  Spurinna,  iii.  10.  v.  17. 

—  Sura  (Licinius)  iv.  30.  vii.  27. 

—  Suetonius,  fee  Tranquillus. 

T. 

To  Tacitus  (Cornelius)  i.   6,  20.  iv.  13.  vi.  9. 
1 6,  20.  vii.  20,  33.  viii.  7.  ix.  10,  14. 

—  Tiro,  vi.  T,  22.  ix.  5. 

j —  Titianus  (Cornelius)  i.  17.  ix.  32. 

—  Tranquillus,  i.  18.  iii.  8,  V.  2,  ix.  34. 

—  Xnarius,  vi.  23. 

V.  To 


INDEX. 

V. 

To  Valcns,  iv.  24. 

—  Valerianus,  ii.  15.  v.  4,  14. 

—  Venator,  ix.  20. 

—  Verus,  vi.  3. 

—  Voconius  (Romanus)  i.  5.  ii.  I.  iii.  13.  iv.  29. 

vi,  15,  33.  viii.  8.  ix.  7,  28. 

—  Urfus,  iv.  9.  v.  20.  vi.  5,  13.  viii.  9. 


FINIS. 


ERRATA,    VOL.  II. 

Page  2.  1.    3.  after  hope,  add  that. 

5.  .    2.  fotjeclude,  r.  wrap* 

17.  .    2.  after  orators,  add  «iwr<. 

«z.  .  10.  for  your,  r.  you. 

31.  .    $.  for  pen,  r.  pencil. 

88.  .4.  for  pen,  T.  pencil. 

<  1 2.  .  ult.  for  equitable,  r.  y^/?, 

147.  .    4.  after  «/£*</,  deleyw-. 

159.  .    8.    for  papers,  T.  accounts. 

167.  .     I.  forftenvn,  r.  fallen. 

189.  .19.  for  hither,  r.  tbithtr. 

2pj.  1.  10.  after  f£g//,  add  a/. 


.  II. 


' 


' 


^UIBRARYtf/v 

' 


<A\\M1NIVER% 

S 


University  of  California 
IN  REGIONAL  LIBRARY  FACILITY 
Hllgard  Avenue,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90024-1388 
Return  this  material  to  the  library 
_from  which  it  was  borrowed 


